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Warriors guard Stephen Curry drives around Cavaliers forward
Kevin Love during Game 2 of the 2018 NBA Finals.



Stephen Curry
reflects as he holds
the Larry O’Brien
Trophy during the
Warriors’ NBA
championship
parade on June 12 in
Oakland.
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Draymond Green, left, exults after Kevin Durant (right) hits a three-pointer late in Game 3 of the
NBA Finals, a 110-102 win. Above, Aasim Ali cheers from the stands during Game 1.
On the cover: Warriors through history, clockwise from bottom: Stephen Curry, Rick Barry, Wilt
Chamberlain, Nate Thurmond and Chris Mullin. Illustration by Tam Duong Jr./The Chronicle.
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Stephen Curry
lets loose with
a roar as the
Warriors sealed
the NBA
championship
in Game 4 in
Cleveland.
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Warriors didn’t come close to a .500 record.
Quite often, they ranked among the worst
teams in the league. And, yet, they averaged
nearly 14,000 fans per game during that
period, a figure suggesting uproariously
good fun and pleasant drives home.

This is an Oakland story. Like its basketball
team, “The Town” has been bolstered and
revitalized in recent years, gaining new identi-
ty and appeal, but it’s a town that never lost its
soul. We speak also of farewell, with theWar-
riors about to play their final East Bay season

before moving to San Francisco’s Chase Cen-
ter. The new scene will be spectacular, with
nothing but good times in the forecast. Oak-
land checks out with a clean slate, all about
knowledge, loyalty, seeing the bigger picture of
a sporting experience. And that is the greatest
triumph of all. A
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They could not have imagined this. Through decades of drought and
despair, Warriors fans took pleasure in the little things: a surprising win,
a spectacular play, a courtside celebrity sighting. The playoffs were every
bit as fleeting as a gopher popping his head above ground, then quickly
vanishing.

Every so often, magic would spring forth.
TheWarriors won the championship in 1975,
and it seemed the dawning of a glorious era.
Well, it was a nice thought. Only now, in a
different century, has the sensation become
real: three titles in the past four years, with no
end in sight. TheWarriors have a grip on the
NBA, and it’s a stranglehold.

To have forecast such an outcome in the
lean years, so badly littered with incompe-
tence and disappointment, would have yield-
ed nothing but scorn. You’re kidding, right?
The Warriors? It was simply beyond com-
prehension.

We find this franchise so successful now
that clouds of resentment and jealousy are
welling throughout the league. As fans and
media lament, teams desperately plot ways
to take down the Golden State machine. It
is beginning to resemble the great Boston
Celtics dynasty of the late-’50s and mid-
’60s, not only appearing in eight straight
Finals, but winning them all.

What the national audience might not
realize is that the Warriors have dominated
a rather esoteric category for 30 years: fan
support. Undying loyalty comes easily for
franchises known for winning, but that
didn’t seem to matter at Oracle Arena — or
as it was known for so many years, the Oak-
land-Alameda County Coliseum Arena.

Who goes to watch a team that has been
particularly awful and shows no signs of
life? Over a 12-year period (1995-2006), the

Like its basketball
team, “The Town”
has been bolstered
and revitalized in
recent years.

LAST DANCE
IN OAKLAND

INTRODUCTION END OF AN ERA

Kevin Durant
drives past the
Cavs’ LeBron James
in Game 4 of the
Finals.

BRUCE
JENKINS





Stephen Curry walks
off the arena floor
with the Larry O’Brien
Trophy after the
Warriors won the
NBA Finals.







Warriors fans snap photos of Finals MVP Kevin Durant during the NBA championship parade.

Above, Charles Chapman (left) of Oakland and fellow fans cheer the Warriors along the parade route
through town. Left, Stephen Curry takes stock of the crowd from a bus.

San Francisco Chronicle | 13





Forward Draymond Green
waves to fans along the
championship parade route
in Oakland.



16 | San Francisco Chronicle



San Francisco Chronicle | 17



18 | San Francisco Chronicle



More than 3,000 fans
greeted the Warriors on
their return to San
Francisco with the NBA title
on May 26, 1975.
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Franklin Mieuli was delightful company
and a noted eccentric, unfamiliar with for-
mal attire and known to occasionally appear
in disguise. Mieuli was the Warriors’ owner
when they moved from Philadelphia to San
Francisco in 1962, and he tended to go miss-
ing at times.

“Where’s Franklin?” people would ask,
and he could have been anywhere: hanging
out with Italian fishermen in Santa Cruz,
visiting the family nursery in San Jose, off to
the wilderness on a motorcycle jaunt, hiding
out in the trimaran yacht he had docked on
a waterfront pier. And it seemed entirely
fitting, because in those days, nobody could
be sure where the team was, either.

Officially, the San Francisco Warriors had
two homes — the Cow Palace in Daly City
and the San Francisco Civic Auditorium —
but they often resembled a traveling circus,
playing mid-’60s “home” games in Bakers-
field, San Diego, Fresno, Las Vegas, San Jose,
Sacramento, Richmond, the University of
San Francisco gymnasium and, more often
than the rest, Oakland.

There were times when San Francisco
fans wondered whether the team would
actually show up. In the crazy season of
1965-66, with the NBA reaching out to parts
unknown and routinely scheduling double-
headers, the Warriors played games against
St. Louis in Omaha, Detroit in Miami, Cin-
cinnati in Phoenix and Baltimore in Seattle.

Despite the utter chaos of the schedules,
people look back upon the San Francisco
Warriors and wonder how they were a mon-
ey-losing business in eight of their nine
seasons. They had the great Wilt Chamber-
lain, who once scored 100 points in an NBA
game, for two-plus seasons. They had the
young Nate Thurmond and the electrifying
Rick Barry, two of the league’s all-time
greats. They reached the NBA Finals twice,

losing to Boston in 1964 and Philadelphia
(the 76ers’ franchise, with Chamberlain) in
’67.

Ticket prices were not the problem. In
1963, the most expensive ticket for a Lakers-
Warriors game at the USF gym cost $4. The
NBA All-Star Game came to the Cow Palace
in 1967, featuring the likes of Chamberlain,
Bill Russell, Oscar Robertson, Jerry West
and Elgin Baylor. To witness that grand
spectacle cost fans anywhere from $2 to $6.

Mieuli cherished his flights of fancy, tap-
ping into his vivid imagination and letting it
run free. “One year, around ’67, he turned
the first three rows into tables with china
and tablecloths,” said Tom Meschery, a rug-
ged forward who spent five seasons with the
San Francisco Warriors. “I guess he decided
chamber music would be nice, so he had a
violin concerto playing. I wouldn’t have been
surprised if he asked us to walk out in tuxe-
dos.”

Mieuli gave it a decent run, but as Art
Rosenbaum wrote in The Chronicle in the

Right, reporters
crowd around Wilt
Chamberlain at San
Francisco
International
Airport. Wearing the
hat is Nate
Thurmond,
Chamberlain’s
backup and
eventual
replacement.

Far right,
Thurmond plays
croquet with
Warriors owner
Franklin Mieuli and
others at a celebrity
event near City Hall
in San Francisco on
June 2, 1970.

CHAPTER ONE CROSSING THE BRIDGE

TAKING ROOT
IN ‘THE TOWN’
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summer of ’71, “Pro basketball has been a
box-office flop in San Francisco.” And Mieu-
li had the wandering eye, becoming especial-
ly fond of the Oakland Auditorium (now the
Kaiser Center) on 10th Street near the shores
of Lake Merritt. Built in 1914, the venerable
building was known as a musical haven —
the concert list included Miles Davis, James
Brown, the Grateful Dead and Elvis Presley
— but on the evening of March 1, 1963, the
Warriors arrived. It would be their first
game in Oakland — a 132-125 victory over
the Cincinnati Royals.

“That old Auditorium was a pretty funky
place,” Meschery recalled. “Terrible lighting.
I think I would have shot better if I’d closed
my eyes.”

For Auditorium fans in the know, a spe-
cial treat was in store in December 1963,
when Gus Johnson and the Baltimore Bul-
lets came to town. Johnson was gaining a
reputation as a fearsome dunker, and he left

everyone in shock after unleashing a wind-
mill jam that literally broke the glass back-
board. We’ve seen such mayhem from Dar-
ryl Dawkins and Shaquille O’Neal (among
others) in more recent years, but “Gus was
the first NBA guy who ever did that — right
there in Oakland,” Meschery said. “They
had to postpone the game for nearly an
hour.” According to the Associated Press
report, the game finally continued when
workers “rigged up a brace behind the huge
crack in the backboard.”

When the Coliseum Arena opened in
1966, primarily for hockey and family-enter-
tainment ventures, the lure was apparent.
Mieuli quickly made his presence felt, chris-
tening the arena’s basketball floor with a
Nov. 29 game against the Chicago Bulls be-
fore an energetic crowd of 8,636. The follow-
ing season, the Warriors played 19 of their 41
home games there — and in the summer of
1971, Mieuli signed a five-year contract to

Wilt Chamberlain rides past City Hall during a parade for the San Francisco Warriors.
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play almost exclusively at the Coliseum Are-
na.

“This will be an advantage for us,” said
head coach Al Attles, who had played for the
S.F. Warriors and remains an executive with
the club. “We used to be the butt of the
league jokes. People would ask where we
were going to play, and I never knew.”

When Mieuli announced that the team
would be known as “Golden State,” it was a
surprise to the media and an insult to Oak-
land. As it turned out, Mieuli had been in
negotiations with San Diego to play half of
the team’s games there, and “Golden State”
seemed a fitting handle for the geographical
expanse. But those talks never gained steam,
and by the time Mieuli signed his Oakland
lease, it was too late for change.

“I should have made the move to Oakland
a year or two ago,” Mieuli admitted at the
time. “I’m not going to deny that I’ve made a
lot of mistakes. But maybe someday I’ll pick

up a newspaper and see what a genius I
am.”

Mieuli died in 2010, at the age of 89, so he
wasn’t able to experience the thrill of his
Warriors as a dominant, dynastic team. But
he made the most important decision in
franchise history, and the payoff was imme-
diate. The Warriors made the playoffs in the
1971-72 season, and again the following year,
and in 1975 they defied their critics by charg-
ing into the Finals and dispatching the
Washington Bullets in a four-game sweep.
(With the Coliseum Arena committed to the
Ice Follies, both Bay Area games were held
at the Cow Palace.)

“Terrible lighting.
I think I would have
shot better if I’d
closed my eyes.”
Tom Meschery, Warriors forward,
on playing in the old Oakland Auditorium

Hall of Famer Rick Barry may have been best known for his underhand free throws.

Outside of New York and Los Angeles,
NBA attendance was routinely sparse in the
early 1970s, and it took a while for the War-
riors to catch on. “We played for crowds
around 6,000-7,000, with a few sellouts here
and there,” said broadcaster Jim Barnett,
part of the team during its first three sea-
sons at the Coliseum Arena. “But the fans
were authentic, with a real passion for the
game. These weren’t fair-weather people
jumping on and off the bandwagon; they
were purists who knew the game, followed
the league and came to see all the stars who
came in.

“And we had a real connection to them.
People would see us on the streets, at restau-
rants or at church, and it didn’t cause any
kind of a stir. They didn’t put us on a ped-
estal. We were totally part of the communi-
ty.”

Significant history was made in 1971,
when Attles became the first full-time Afri-
can American coach in any of the major



Barry in front of San
Francisco’s Palace of
Fine Arts on picture
day for the 1973-74
season.



The Oakland Coliseum
Arena upon completion
of construction in 1966.



“People would ask where we were
going to play, and I never knew.”
Al Attles, Warriors coach, on his itinerant team finally finding
a full-time home at the Coliseum Arena starting in 1971





sports. Bill Russell, Lenny Wilkens and
Attles himself had been NBA player-coach-
es, but Attles’ seat on the bench was perma-
nent — sort of like his uninterrupted tenure
with the organization. This is a man who
broke into the NBA as a scrappy, defensive-
minded guard with the Philadelphia War-
riors in 1960. He had an 11-year playing ca-
reer, coached the Warriors into six post-
seasons and served in the front office for
years, including a spell as general manager.
And he’s still an ambassador with the team,
gracious and impeccably dressed, at the age
of 81 — and a member of the Basketball Hall
of Fame.

For those seeking out Attles, but not quite
sure what he looked like, it was advisable
merely to listen. “That voice,” Meschery

said. “Deepest I’ve ever heard. That voice is
about three octaves below basso profundo.”

The Warriors’ attendance jumped to an
average of 8,799 in the championship year, at
which point the love affair began to grow.
There was a bit of heartbreak involved, for
one of the most beloved figures in Bay Area
sports, Thurmond, was traded to Chicago
before the season began. But even that deal
had its benefits — it gave the Warriors a
starting center in Clifford Ray — and as the
’75 playoffs gained momentum, fans became
aware of Attles’ remarkably democratic
ways. Only a handful of teams ever gave
ample court time to 11 players (out of 12 on
the roster) under such heavy stakes.

“The way it always worked, about eight
guys played and four didn’t,” Attles recalled.

Left, Warriors guard Al Attles drives past Lakers guard Johnny Egan in front of teammate Nate
Thurmond. Attles was a player-coach with the team for 1½ seasons. Above, Attles, by then a
full-time coach, confers with his team, including guard Phil Smith (left), during a timeout in a
Warriors game in the mid-1970s.
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“I wanted everybody wearing a uniform to
be involved. People thought I was crazy, but
I was lucky to have players who accepted
their roles, knew Rick Barry was the star,
and didn’t get jealous. We had a two-center
setup (Ray and George Johnson) that really
worked. Two great rookies in Phil Smith
and Keith (later Jamaal) Wilkes. Guys on the
court were always fresh, ready to play tough
defense every second. It was beautiful. As
I’ve always said, once in their life, every
coach should have a team like that.”

The 11th man in that rotation, guard
Charles Dudley, averaged 11 minutes of
playing time during the regular season and
was on the floor for 22 minutes in the
Game 1 victory over Washington in the
Finals. “That was always the key for us,
the bench,” Dudley said over the summer.
“Nobody could touch us there. We were
always coming back from 15, 20 points
down, right through the playoffs, and the
great thing about our fans — they knew it.
People in the upper sections would stand
up and start stamping their feet, really
loud, and next thing you know, it’s spread-
ing through the whole Coliseum. Unbeliev-
able. They’d sense that we were about to
run off 12, 14 straight points, and we did.
That was the really exciting part for me.”

Barry wasn’t always on good terms with
Bay Area fans. In the wake of an on-court
scuffle, he seemed emotionally detached in
the decisive moments as the Warriors lost
to Phoenix in Game 7 of the 1976 Western
Conference finals in Oakland, costing them
a shot at a second straight title. Years before
that, when the fledgling ABA arrived as a
challenge to the NBA’s superiority, Barry
abandoned the Warriors to spend four sea-
sons in that now-defunct league, including
one (1968-69) with the Oakland Oaks.

However people felt about Barry, they
couldn’t turn away from his performance.
“Rick could be his own worst enemy, creat-
ing chasms where they shouldn’t have
been,” Barnett said. “He’s very outspoken —
and he’s usually right, by the way — but he

doesn’t know how to soften things. You try
to point things out without pointing a finger,
and Rick’s not very good at that. Put him on
the court, though, and I’d rank him among
the 10 greatest players of all time. He was a
great defender, a great outside shooter, an
unstoppable scorer. Nobody ever passed the
ball like Rick, and nobody better understood
the nuances of the game. It’s too bad there’s
a stigma against him, because he should

have been coach of the Warriors a long time
ago. It’s just that people are afraid of him.
Afraid of his personality.”

Barry’s performance in the ’75 champi-
onship season is the stuff of legend, but
what gets overlooked, said Dudley, is “how
we helped break a color barrier that year. In
those days, head coaches had only one assis-
tant, and the four guys in that series — At-
tles, his assistant Joe Roberts, the Bullets’
K.C. Jones and Bernie Bickerstaff — were all
black. That had never happened before. I
know it was a big deal for Franklin Mieuli.
Another owner might not have given Al and

Al Attles spent nine of his 11 seasons as a player with the Warriors, including a season and a half as
a player-coach, then led the team as full-time coach for 12 more seasons.
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Joe that opportunity.”
As strange as the notion might seem to-

day, the mid-’70s stamped Oakland as the
home of world champions with the War-
riors, Raiders and A’s all bringing home
titles — but the good times cannot last forev-
er. Beginning with the 1977-78 season, the
Warriors endured a nine-year playoff
drought representing some of the darkest
times experienced by any Bay Area fran-
chise.

Cocaine abuse was rampant throughout

society in those days, and the Warriors at-
tached themselves to John Lucas, Michael
Ray Richardson and Chris Washburn dur-
ing episodes of their downfall. In a dreadful
sequence of events that changed the face of
the league, the Warriors traded center Rob-
ert Parish and the overall No. 3 pick in the
1980 draft to Boston for the No. 1 and 13
picks. Golden State got Joe Barry Carroll and
Ricky Brown in the deal, leading to nothing
in particular. The Celtics wound up with the
ascending Parish, Kevin McHale and (with

Above, fans at the Oakland Coliseum Arena cheer the Warriors and coach Al Attles during their run
to the NBA championship in 1975. Right, Warriors forward Keith Wilkes shoots over the Chicago
Bulls’ Chet Walker and Norm Van Lier during a 1975 game.
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The NBA champion 1974-75 Golden State Warriors pose for a team photo. Front row: Charles Johnson, Jeff Mullins, assistant coach
Joe Roberts, head coach Al Attles, owner Franklin Mieuli, captain Rick Barry, Butch Beard, Phil Smith and trainer Dick D’Oliva. Back row:
assistant general manager Hal Childs, Charles Dudley, Bill Bridges, Clifford Ray, George Johnson, Derrek Dickey, Keith Wilkes, Steve
Bracey, Director of Player Personnel Bob Feerick, general manager Dick Vertlieb.

Left, Warriors center Clifford Ray dunks against Seattle in Game 5 of a first-round playoff series victory on April 22,
1975. Right, guard Steve Bracey jumps into Ray’s arms after the Warriors won the title.



Warriors guard Phil
Smith drives past Phil
Chenier of the
Washington Bullets for
two points in Game 1 of
the NBA Finals on May
19, 1975. The Warriors
swept the Bullets to win
the NBA title.
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Above, fans greet the Warriors, including center George Johnson, upon their arrival at San Francisco
International Airport after winning the 1974-75 NBA championship. Left, in an Associated Press wire
photo, Charles Johnson pours Champagne over Rick Barry after the Warriors completed a
four-game sweep of the Washington Bullets to win the NBA title on May 25, 1975.

Larry Bird) the essence of a team that won
three championships.

Coliseum Arena attendance took a bit of a
hit, averaging a bit below 10,000 from 1982
through ’86, but the spirit never died inside
that building. At a time when African Amer-
icans represented more than 40 percent of
the Oakland population, the crowds contin-
ued to represent a rich ethnic mix and ap-
preciated the full scope of NBA appeal — the
likes of Bird, Magic Johnson, Julius Erving
and Michael Jordan coming to town — rath-
er than dwelling upon the Warriors’ misery.
Then and now, these are the greatest athletes
in the world — and nobody savored the
show more deeply than the Warriors’ fans.

If there was one constant over the years, it
was the bonding of athletes with local mu-
sicians over the common threads of creativi-
ty, live performance and nocturnal adven-

ture. Tower of Power embodied the essence
of gritty, down-home Oakland, entitling
their first album (1970) “East Bay Grease.”
The signature tune was “Back on the Streets
Again,” and the album’s back cover shows
the band chilling outside Tie’s Liquors at
Ninth Street and Broadway, underneath an
enormous sign reading BUM CHECKS
CASHED.

“Oakland was an extremely soulful city,
and it had a huge effect on our music,” band-
leader Emilio (Mimi) Castillo said in a recent
interview. “We had a very close relationship
with Clifford Ray, and also Jack Tatum and
Clarence Davis from the Raiders. We all
partied together. Their success was huge in
our lives. Sly Stone was a DJ on KSOL Ra-
dio, and it was just the hippest scene ever.
Fun and inspiring would be an understate-
ment.” A
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Fans pack
Union Square for
a victory
celebration
in 1975.
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Warriors players, including Rick Barry with his arms raised, celebrate their 1975 NBA championship
with their families at Oakland Coliseum Arena on May 29, 1975.

Announcer Bill King (center) and Rick Barry (rear) are met by fans and broadcasters, including
Monty Stickles (left) and Joe Angel, at San Francisco International Airport.
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Chris Mullin was a
Warriors star during
a lean period,
averaging more than
20 points per game
for six straight
seasons.
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A rather wicked brand of skepticism ac-
companied the Warriors during Don Nel-
son’s first coaching tenure. Nelson was an
innovator, fond of exotic offensive schemes,
but his teams of the late 1980s and early ’90s
didn’t have an effective center. Nothing real-
ly close to one, truth be told. As such, the
team was universally dismissed around
playoff time, a fun little novelty surely to be
dispatched by the big boys — and that’s
just how it came down.

What history might ignore is the atmo-
sphere inside the Oakland Coliseum Arena
when Nelson unleashed “Run TMC” on the
NBA. There hasn’t been a more vibrant
setting anywhere in the league, including
present day. People could not believe they
could have this much fun at a pro basket-
ball game. The courtside seats filled with
notables, particularly members of the
49ers, who were rolling even harder. And
if you caught Nelson afterward, at a bar
somewhere, he just might buy you a drink.

“He was a regular here,” said Kelly Haze,
a longtime bartender at Ricky’s Sports The-
atre & Grill in San Leandro, one of the most
iconic and spacious sports bars in the coun-
try. “In those days, he’d come in every week,
set himself up by a bank of TV sets and
scout the teams they were gonna play.”

It was a beautiful thing because the TMC
principals — Tim Hardaway, Mitch Rich-
mond and Chris Mullin — all had been
drafted by the team. And they were su-
premely stylish. Hardaway was among the
first NBA players to execute the “crossover”
dribble, designed to leave defenders stum-
bling to the hardwood, and in Hardaway’s
mind, “I was the first. I had the original
killer crossover. I brought a unique style to

the game.”
Mullin often has been called the greatest

left-handed shooter in NBA history, but that
was only part of his game. He was an in-
ventive, creative passer with a certain pa-
nache and the occasional hop in his gait. He
could throw down a dunk, often with mood-
changing results, and when league officials

drew up what became the Dream Team —
Michael Jordan, Larry Bird and Magic John-
son at the forefront, destined to dominate
the 1992 Barcelona Olympics — they had to
have Mullin.

Richmond was a pure, gifted scorer who
averaged at least 22 points per game in his
three seasons with the Warriors and wound
up in the Hall of Fame. (Trading Richmond
for Billy Owens, in November 1991, turned
out to be a terrible mistake.) And there were
certain elements that were just plain nutty.

Manute Bol, standing a preposterous
7-foot-7, somehow got the green light from
Nelson to take three-point shots — and
when they went in, the venerable arena
trembled just a little. Sarunas Marciulionis,
who had played for the Lithuanian national
team and stunned the Warriors with the

Warriors guard Tim
Hardaway gets a
hug from head
coach Don Nelson.

CHAPTER TWO THE DROUGHT

LEAN YEARS, YET
FULL OF STARS

“I had the original
killer crossover. I
brought a unique
style to the game.”
Tim Hardaway, Warriors guard







ferocity of his training, personally van-
quished a long-held theory that Europeans
played scared in the NBA. Tom Tolbert, a
relatively average player, found a crucial role
in what became known as the “point for-
ward.” And he did so with an unusual look,
described by The Chronicle’s George Shirk
as having a small bobcat on his head. “Worst
haircut I’ve ever seen,” Bol said with a
laugh.

Mullin was an East Coast guy, having
gone to St. John’s, and he’d never been to the
Bay Area. “It was amazing how much Oak-
land reminded me of Brooklyn,” he said over
the summer. “The neighborhoods, especially,
reminded me of where I grew up. People
from all walks of life, very blue-collar, and
that big city not too far away. On game

nights, there was this tremendous hunger
and passion in the stands. It became one of
the toughest places (for opponents) to play.
Reminded me so much of a New York
crowd.”

Mullin was a voracious beer drinker, and
by his second year with the Warriors, it was
becoming a problem. He was so overweight
— some 250 pounds — “he looked like a
defensive tackle coming into training camp,”
said team executive Jack McMahon. He be-
gan showing up late, finally earning a sus-
pension after missing a practice. And in
December 1987, Mullin tackled his issues
head-on, entering the alcohol-dependency
rehabilitation program at Centinela Hospital
outside Los Angeles.

He needed only a month, launching a path

Above, Chris Mullin poses with his mother and father after being selected by the Warriors seventh
overall out of St. John’s during the 1985 NBA draft. Left, the Run TMC crew: Mitch Richmond, Chris
Mullin and Tim Hardaway.
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of sobriety that continues to this day. As
much as he changed his life through sheer
will power, “It’s mostly my faith in God that
kept me going,” he said. But when he re-
turned to the court in January 1988, against
Utah at the Coliseum Arena, he felt an un-
settling fear.

“At first I’m thinking, ‘All right, I’m back,’

but I started getting a little jittery,” he re-
called. “I was having bad thoughts about
how it would be, how the fans would react.”

Without hesitation, they reacted with a
rousing, standing ovation when Mullin came
off the bench in the first quarter. “Something
I remember to this day,” he said. “The un-

Above, Orlando took forward Chris Webber first overall in the 1993 NBA draft and then traded him
to the Warriors, but Webber lasted one season in Oakland before being dealt again. Right, 7-foot-7
center Manute Bol provided more entertainment than excellence.







Warriors Chris Mullin and Manute Bol pose in front of the Eiffel Tower in Paris as the NBA held 11
preseason games outside the United States before the 1994-95 season.

derstanding, the open-mindedness of our
fans. I was just overwhelmed by that re-
sponse, and that was the start of my new
life. Being guided by a higher power.”

Mullin worked himself into tremendous
shape, thanks to the relentless devotion of
Warriors trainer Mark Grabow, and re-
claimed his place among basketball’s elite.
Bol had departed by the 1990-91 season, but
the Run TMC express staged a sensational
playoff upset of the San Antonio Spurs be-
fore losing to the Lakers in the next round.
Nelson’s Warriors were now perceived as a
dangerous, relevant opponent, and they
reached the playoffs the following year, los-
ing in the first round to Seattle. Then came
the Chris Webber episode, all too brief and

as volatile as an electrical storm.
Webber was the No. 1 overall pick in the

1993 draft, and the Warriors acquired his
rights in a trade with Orlando. Here was a
big man who could run, shoot, rebound, and
do some fancy dribbling on the fastbreak.
He was every bit the star everyone expected,
but behind the scenes, Webber and Nelson
were fiercely at odds. The 1994 playoffs left a
bitter taste as Golden State was swept out of
the first round by a Phoenix team led by
Charles Barkley. By November of that year,
Webber had been shipped to Washington —
along with the Warriors’ good standing.
Nelson, who had as many problems with
owner Chris Cohan as he did with Webber,
resigned a few months later.

The playoff drought lasted 12 years, and it
was brutal. The Warriors had to spend a

forgettable 1996-97 season in San Jose while
the Coliseum Arena was being renovated.
Fans shudder at the recollection of Felton
Spencer, Erick Dampier and Andrew De-
Clercq, not to mention Bimbo (Coles),
Speedy (Claxton), Mookie (Blaylock) and
Muggsy (Bogues). Even some especially
talented players, the likes of Gilbert Arenas,
Derek Fisher, Terry Cummings and Nick
Van Exel, found Oakland to be a miserable
locale. Another such player, Latrell Sprewell,
carved out a particularly nasty chapter by
grabbing head coach P.J. Carlesimo by the
throat, then returning moments later to

“There was this
tremendous hunger
and passion in the
stands.”
Chris Mullin, Warriors forward
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Fans, top left, made their opinion known after forward Latrell Sprewell, top right, choked head coach
P.J. Carlesimo, above. Right, Warriors Stephen Jackson (1) and Baron Davis.
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throw a punch at Carlesimo, during a 1997
practice.

As the 2006-07 season began, there were
hints of revival. The arena was now officially
called Oracle, about to become a glowing
entry in the opposing players’ dictionary of
dirty words. Nelson had returned to coach
the team, largely at the urging of Mullin,
who had become a team vice president, but
the Warriors were a 42-40 mediocrity that
sneaked into the playoffs as the eighth and
final seed. They’d be up against top-seeded

Dallas, led by the formidable Dirk Nowitzki,
and insiders had Golden State bidding a
hasty farewell.

What followed was unquestionably the
greatest first-round upset in NBA playoff
history, and one of the most stunning devel-
opments at any stage. This was the “We Be-
lieve” team, a street-tough outfit led by Baron
Davis, Stephen Jackson, Jason Richardson, Al
Harrington, Monta Ellis and Matt Barnes.
They took the court with intent to destroy, in
both the physical and mental aspects, and

Above, fans celebrate at Oracle Arena during the “We Believe” season of 2006-07, when the
Warriors reached the second round of the playoffs — where they hadn’t gone since 1991. Right, in
one of the defining moments of the Warriors’ 2007 playoff run, Baron Davis dunks on Utah Jazz
forward Andrei Kirilenko. Despite Davis’ efforts, Golden State lost the second-round series 4-1.





It’s hard to recall any
major-sports organ-
ization undergoing
such a seismic shift
of fortune.
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they clinched the series with a 111-86 Game 6
victory before an Oracle crowd going abso-
lutely nuts. For all of the tempestuous energy
in the stands through the championship
years, Oracle was at its all-time loudest —
“deafening” would properly describe the roar
— during that Dallas series. (The next round
didn’t go so well, the Warriors falling to
Utah, but Davis’ fearsome Game 3 dunk over
Andrei Kirilenko, and his celebratory re-
action before the Oakland crowd, produced
a highlight for the ages.)

Through it all, Cohan’s ownership cast a
lamentable shadow over the team. Some
bleak years would follow, and exasperated
fans were certain the man would never sell
the team; such news would be too impos-

sibly wonderful. But it did happen, and it’s
hard to recall any major-sports organization
undergoing such a seismic shift of fortune.
Something was brewing, in a major way. A

Seen at a reunion during a 2012 game, the three players known as Run TMC — Mitch Richmond,
Chris Mullin and Tim Hardaway — spent only two full seasons together.





Warriors guard Stephen Curry
carries the Larry O’Brien Trophy off
the court after defeating the
Cleveland Cavaliers in Game 6 of
the NBA Finals at Quicken Loans
Arena in Cleveland on June 16, 2015.
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It was earth-shattering news when Joe
Lacob and Peter Guber purchased the War-
riors from Chris Cohan in July 2010. People
were shocked to learn that Lacob’s group
had outfoxed someone who usually gets his
way, Oracle chief executive Larry Ellison.
But it was more than that. How could this
long-downtrodden franchise be worth $450
million, at that time the most ever spent for
a North American sports franchise?

No set of research data could justify such
an expense — unless you included the War-
riors’ attendance.

In the 16 years Cohan owned the team, the
Warriors averaged 30 wins per season and
made the playoffs only once. The team’s
average attendance did not dip below 12,000
per game, and it was a pulsating 18,000-plus
over each of Cohan’s final five seasons.

In short, the era was a dismal failure —
and a runaway smash. How do you put a
price on that? Add the Bay Area as a poten-
tial gold mine for any aggressive business
enterprise, and maybe it wasn’t such a crazy
idea. In fact, let’s just make that official:
Most reports indicate the franchise is now
worth nearly $2 billion.

From the moment Lacob and Guber first
appeared before the public, at a splashy
news conference along the Embarcadero, it
was apparent they had their eyes on San
Francisco. Their dream becomes reality after
this coming season, when the team moves
into Chase Center in Mission Bay. What has
taken place in Oakland, however, puts Gold-
en State squarely among the most dominant,
influential, crowd-pleasing franchises of
modern sports history.

The notion of duplicating that — any-
where, anytime— would be a bit ambitious,
to say the least.

As much as people around the NBA
would like to believe the Warriors hijacked

the league, unfairly building an unstoppable
machine, they came upon their success quite
honestly, through traditional means. Ste-
phen Curry and Klay Thompson had been
drafted by the previous regime — intriguing
choices, but offering little hint that, as the
“Splash Brothers,” they would change every-
one’s way of strategic thinking. Draymond
Green lasted until the 35th pick of the 2012
draft. Andre Iguodala and Andrew Bogut
arrived via trade. Shaun Livingston had
wandered through much of the NBA land-
scape before the Warriors signed him in
2014. And for all the criticism that rained
down upon Kevin Durant and the Warriors
in 2016, he was a free agent, available to any
team.

The Warriors’ new owners endured a
couple of dismal seasons before head coach
Mark Jackson engineered a two-year playoff
run. Jackson will be remembered for in-
stilling a defensive mentality into his shot-
happy roster, knowing championships are
not won without a stifling defense. But it

CHAPTER THREE BUILDING A DYNASTY

THE BLUEPRINT
FOR SUCCESS

Right, team owner
Joe Lacob hands out
championship rings in
2015. Far right, NBA
Commissioner David
Stern greets Klay
Thompson, drafted
11th in 2011.
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was the hiring of head coach Steve Kerr that
made the Warriors a complete and cohesive
team.

Seasoned NBA fans tend to be a little
crusty in their evaluations, recalling the
greatness of dynasties past — Bill Russell’s
Celtics, Willis Reed’s Knicks, Magic John-
son’s Lakers — as a way of diminishing the
modern game. In their sudden rush to the
2015 championship, the Warriors silenced
every skeptic. No team ever moved the ball
with more flourish and humility. The War-
riors took the court as a particularly close
set of brothers, intent only on making the
next man look good. And with Curry and
Thompson firing away from long range —
brazenly, absurdly, whatever the circum-
stances — the three-point shot was no lon-
ger viewed as a convenient asset. It would
become essential to any winning formula.

It was about time, incidentally, that the
Warriors scored heavily in the draft. Over

the previous 30 years leading up to the Cur-
ry selection, Golden State’s first-round draft
picks included Russell Cross, Tellis Frank,
Chris Gatling, Cliff Rozier, Todd Fuller, Jeff
Foster, Ike Diogu, Patrick O’Bryant and
Anthony Randolph. Put them all together
and you’ve got a solid cast for “Nowhere
Town.”

As it turned out, the Warriors were grow-

Rookie forward Draymond Green, resting while he moves into his East Bay apartment in 2012,
came off the bench for two seasons before establishing himself as the Warriors’ emotional force —
which coincided with the team’s first championship season.

“Those guys make it
work because they
can play any style.
They’ll make anyone
fit in.”
Chris Mullin on today’s Warriors



Top, forward Kevin Durant laughs with head coach Steve Kerr during a preseason game in 2016 as
the Warriors prepared to begin their first season with the high-scoring superstar, lured as a free
agent from the Oklahoma City Thunder. Above, fresh-faced rookie guard Stephen Curry meets with
reporters on Warriors media day, Sept. 28, 2009. Curry averaged 17.5 points in his first NBA season.

ing right along with Oakland. A certain
nostalgia accompanies the early years, when
Coliseum Arena patrons represented the
essence of racial, cultural and economic
diversity. The gentrification process has
found Oakland viewed as a hip, artistic
place, a cool alternative to San Francisco
wealth. But there will long be fond memo-
ries of blue-collar crowds and pristine mo-

ments: Rick Barry appearing to shoot, then
rifling a bullet pass at the height of his jump
... Nate Thurmond’s pure class and intimi-
dating presence around the basket ... Purvis
Short’s rainbow jumpers ... Bernard King
steaming down the left side for a two-hand-
ed dunk ... Eric (Sleepy) Floyd scoring 29
points in a playoff quarter against the Lakers
... Antawn Jamison scoring 51 points against
Seattle in December 2000, then another 51 in
the next game against the Lakers.

It’s just that prosperity never seemed
sustainable for the Warriors — until now.

The pages of history most fondly will
remember Curry, a scintillating constant
through the championships of 2015, ’17 and
’18. As the Warriors travel the country, Cur-
ry draws crowds of excited kids and curious
adults just to watch his exotic, awe-inspiring
warm-up routine. Then the game starts, and
with Curry firmly established as the greatest
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outside shooter the NBA has ever seen,
there’s a thrilling sense that anything might
happen.

Educated fans realize, however, that the
Warriors’ historic nature is widespread. Even
the great Wilt Chamberlain, a man who once
averaged 50 points per game for a season,
never scored 37 points in a quarter — but
Thompson did that, against Sacramento in
2015. Green, as an innovative power forward
— scorer, fastbreak floor leader, rebounder,
multi-positional defender, gifted and gener-
ous passer — had people scouring NBA lore
for comparisons. (Some took that search all
the way back to the great Maurice Stokes, of
the Cincinnati Royals, in the late 1950s.)

Then Durant arrived, and things got ridic-
ulous. Here was a 7-foot man who could hang
with Curry in a shooting contest, who han-
dled the ball like a guard, who could abandon
his post as a pure three-point shooter and
drive through the lane for a vicious slam
dunk. When the Warriors clinched their first
title, in 2015 on the Cleveland Cavaliers’ floor,

the exuberant Curry and Green stared at
each in wide-eyed amazement, yelling
“What!” Now carry that to the present day:
What? TheWarriors have Durant, too?

If fans around the country can’t see past
their resentment of a winner, they’re missing
the Warriors’ undeniable element of organi-
zational coolness. General manager Bob
Myers grew up in the East Bay, building a
shrine to the Warriors with photos, newspa-
per clippings, hats and other memorabilia in
his bedroom. If he looks like a player at an
imposing 6-foot-6, it’s because he played for
UCLA in the mid-’90s and still enjoys pickup
games with his staff. Myers is so cool now,
players call him to see if they might become
Warriors. (That’s how the signing of DeMar-
cus Cousins was launched.)

It’s old news that Warriors President Rick
Welts became the first prominent male figure
in professional sports to publicly announce
he is gay. Through a long career, including
several years in the NBA’s New York head-
quarters, Welts was instrumental in creating

Above, Andrew Bogut, Andre Iguodala (center) and Shaun Livingston played key roles on the
Warriors’ 73-win 2015-16 team, but Golden State fell short of the NBA title with a Game 7 Finals loss
to Cleveland. Left, a front page from the championship season before.
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It seemed like it was Draymond Green against Cleveland in the 2016 NBA Finals. Green’s one-game suspension with the Warriors up
3-1 seemed to shift the series’ momentum toward the Cavaliers, who won the Finals in seven games.



Top, LeBron James (23) shoots in the second half as the Warriors played the Cleveland Cavaliers in Game 6
of the NBA Finals at Quicken Loans Arena in Cleveland, Ohio, on June 16, 2016. Above, head in hands, guard
Klay Thompson follows assistant coach Jarron Collins into the locker room after the Warriors lost to the
Cavaliers in Game 7 of the 2016 Finals at Oracle Arena.
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the Dream Team, the WNBA and All-Star
weekend. Now focused on the Warriors’
community efforts and Chase Center arena,
Welts has joined the ranks of basketball roy-
alty, having been elected to the Basketball
Hall of Fame as a contributor this year.

The first thing to know about Kerr, in a
basketball sense, is that he owns eight NBA
championship rings: Three as the Warriors’
head coach, three more as a teammate of
Michael Jordan on the Chicago Bulls, and
two more with Tim Duncan’s San Antonio
Spurs. Longtime friends prefer to know
Kerr as the guy who wrote sarcastic weekly
columns (along with Michael Silver, now an
esteemed NFL writer) for their Pacific Pal-
isades high school newspaper. For the play-
ers, he’s the whip-smart coach who rarely
loses his temper, makes his practices fun
and seems to have a hilarious wisecrack for
every occasion. For the sport in general, he’s
a man who consistently speaks out, force-
fully and eloquently, on troubling social and
political issues. And he’s done all this in the
wake of back surgery (2015) that did not go
well, creating leakage in his spinal cord and
causing him discomfort to this day.

This is how championships are built, with
aggressive ownership, clever planning, a mea-
sure of good luck and a policy of inclusion
when it comes to big decisions. Two men who
have moved to other organizations, Travis
Schlenk and the legendary JerryWest, were
vital to the process. A little-known staffer,
Nick U’Ren, came to Kerr with a crazy idea
during the 2015 Finals — let’s start Iguodala
ahead of Bogut — and it worked. Kerr was
quick to give U’Ren full credit, and if the plan
had backfired, Kerr would have taken the fall.

Something to remember whenever the
Warriors’ mighty run ends and historical
comparisons are made: In the year they
didn’t beat Cleveland in the Finals (2016),
they staged a regular-season performance
that ranks with any team’s for sustained
excitement. They opened the season with 24
straight wins, finished with an NBA-record
73, and in contrast to the somewhat blase
attitude that accompanies the team’s success
today, that season had the Bay Area in a
passionate uproar for six solid months. Fes-

tive neighborhood parties became a staple. It
took a very good reason for fans to miss
even a single telecast.

For Chris Mullin, staying in touch from afar
as head coach of his beloved St. John’s Univer-
sity, theWarriors’ performances cut straight
to his heart. “It’s pretty incredible,” he said. “I
tell my guys, the talent is obvious, but watch
how they sacrifice for each other, and how it
all starts with Steph and Klay. You talk about
bringing in Durant and Cousins, but those
guys make it work because they can play any
style. They’ll make anyone fit in.”

Will Mullin be there for that final game in
Oakland? “Not sure about the regular sea-
son, but I watch this team as often as I can,”
he said. “It’s the most talented team ever.
Obviously, time will tell, but now you’ve got
five guys you can say are in the NBA’s top
three at their position, or even No. 1 in some
cases. Come on, we’ve never seen that.

“Put it this way: I’ll be at Game 4 when
they sweep the Finals next year. I’m putting
it on my calendar right now.” A

Above, Warriors forward Kevin Durant exults in the fourth quarter of Game 3 of the 2017 NBA Finals
in Cleveland, Golden State’s 15th straight postseason win. Right, Stephen Curry and Kevin Durant,
joined by owner Joe Lacob (center), celebrate winning the title.
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Top, forward Jordan Bell dunks against Cleveland in a Christmas 2017 game. Above, Draymond
Green hangs on the rim against Portland in Game 2 of a second-round playoff series on April 25,
2016. Next page, Draymond Green (23) reacts after being fouled in Game 3 of the Western
Conference Finals against Houston on May 20, 2018.
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The Warriors have taken great pride in
reaching out to the community over the
years. One afternoon in 1978, at Marine
World/Africa USA in Redwood City, you
could take that literally.

A long reach was needed when one of the
park’s show dolphins, by the name of Dr.
Spock, swallowed a large metal bolt that had
fallen off a pipe. The park’s on-hand veteri-
narian tried putting his hand down the dol-
phin’s throat, but no luck, and there were
fears that some type of surgery would be
required.

In a stroke of genius, park officials con-
tacted the Warriors’ Clifford Ray, the excep-
tionally long-armed, 6-foot-9 center of the
1975 championship team. The task was com-
plicated; Ray had to be instructed exactly
how to proceed. He was told he’d have three
minutes, with two attendants holding Dr.
Spock’s mouth open, before the dolphin
would require a clear throat to breathe.
Right around the 2:56 mark, Ray was able to
grab the bolt and pull it out.

This was a great moment. About two
months later, a baby tiger at the theme park
was named Clifford Ray in honor of the
occasion. And it’s a funny thing, Ray said
later. Every time he went to Marine World,
Dr. Spock would recognize him. Without
any provocation, “He’d come right up to me.”

Such is life in the community when War-
riors come to the rescue. For the most part,
their contributions lean toward the spiritual
and the emotional. And there have been
many, over the years, in Oakland.

To address a long-standing debate: There
are pockets of East Bay fans who claim the
Warriors have summarily rejected Oakland.
The team never had an Oakland handle or
put the name on a uniform. In November
2017, the Warriors unveiled “The Town”
jerseys, featuring the city’s official tree sym-

bol — Oakland once was inhabited by a
large forest of oak trees — to be worn in
selected regular-season games. Some were
not appeased, protesting that the Warriors
have never embraced the town.

Over great expanses of the community,
such claims will not fly. Uniforms aside, the
Warriors have made a consistently dedicated
commitment to kids, schools, youth groups,
charitable organizations and disaster-relief
funds for years. Mayor Libby Schaaf, a life-
long Oaklander, has seen much of it first-
hand.

“They’re not just our hometown heroes
and world champions, but they have gone
deep into our community,” she said by tele-
phone. “So many teams and players go
through national charities and leave it at
that. The Warriors have always taken the
time to really learn who’s doing work on the
ground, especially with our young people.
Their group (the Warriors Community
Foundation) has set the standard for com-
munity service, and over the last three sea-
sons, they’ve awarded $5 million in grants to
support education and under-served youth.
And that doesn’t include the tens of thou-
sands of tickets they’ve given away to local

CHAPTER FOUR COMMUNITY

TEAMING UP
WITH OAKLAND

At right, Warriors
center Clifford Ray was
called on to use his long
reach to remove a large
bolt from the gullet of a
dolphin named Dr.
Spock at Marine
World/Africa USA in
Redwood City on Feb.
24, 1978. Far right, Ray
holds the bolt he pulled
from Dr. Spock as
others comfort the
dolphin.
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schools. Just phenomenal.”
In her way, Schaaf echoed the words of

Gov. Jerry Brown, who lived in a downtown
loft as Oakland’s mayor from 1999 through
2007. Those were largely down years for the
Warriors, but Brown felt the city and the
team were kindred spirits as he worked on
improving the quality of Oakland’s schools,
residential areas and lifestyle. “Oakland is
an all-American city,” Brown said recently,
“and the Warriors — in good times and bad
— exemplified the best of that spirit.”

The Warriors’ patron saint in community
service is Adonal Foyle, who had something
of a nondescript playing career — no treat
for Golden State fans, because he was draft-
ed one slot ahead of future Hall of Famer
Tracy McGrady — but has served as the
team’s community relations ambassador
since his retirement in 2009. Highly educat-
ed with a knack for personal interaction,

Top, Warriors head coach Steve Kerr arrives to read to students at Longfellow Elementary School in
San Francisco on Sept. 17, 2014.

Foyle founded Democracy Matters, a non-
partisan organization that gets college stu-
dents interested in politics, and the Kerosene
Lamp Foundation, which helps at-risk
youth.

Then there’s Stephen Curry, who brings



the invaluable element of superstardom to
the mix. He’s hardly an everyman, but with
his slight build and back story — rising to
showy stardom in the face of widespread
skepticism — he is the man. Kids flock to his
side just to say they got close, or shake his
hand. “It’s hard to believe someone with that
much talent and fame would be so authentic
and humble,” Schaaf said. “He’s such a de-
voted father, the way he brought Riley (his
oldest daughter, now 6) to all those press
conferences, and he’s the husband of a very
accomplished woman (Ayesha) in her own
right. I think all these things endear us to
him.”

In January 2017, the Warriors joined the
A’s and Raiders in fundraising efforts for the
victims of the Ghost Ship fire, a nightmarish
blaze that claimed 36 lives. It was the deadli-
est fire in Oakland history, and each team
pledged $50,000 to the cause. Led by Curry,
Andre Iguodala, Draymond Green and
Shaun Livingston, the Warriors announced
they would contribute an extra $75,000 —
and Curry took it a step further, raising
more than $45,000 by auctioning off au-
tographed, game-worn shoes.

Does it often seem that Curry is in several
places at once? Speaking engagements,
rounds of golf, attending major sporting
events whenever possible — his is a rich,
admirable life. But he sets aside days for
kids from across the country to attend a
Warriors practice and game for the Make-A-
Wish Foundation. He is involved with NBA
Math Hoops, dedicated to improve math
literacy among urban youth. And the Currys
regularly partner with Feed the Children, an
international hunger-relief organization that
won’t forget the day in December 2016 when
Curry provided holiday meals for some
1,200 Bay Area families.

Curry is hardly alone in his desire to real-
ly feel Oakland. Before the wave of gentrifi-
cation hit downtown, the Warriors set up
the team’s rookies in apartments in a gritty
part of town, just blocks from their practice
facility. Harrison Barnes was among them,
in 2012, and he fell in love with the city. As a
year-round resident, he began telling his
San Francisco friends, “There’s great food in

Oakland,” rattling off some of his favorites:
Belly, Burma Superstar, Mua, Lois the Pie
Queen, Brown Sugar Kitchen.

It’s a particularly fine day when the War-
riors descend upon the community en masse.
Ajay Relan, founder of the nonprofit Hash-
tag Lunchbag, recalled a day when the entire
team, including coaches and staff members,
participated in an event at Oakland Marriott
City Center, complete with personalized,
handwritten notes from the players to kids
and families. The day after Game 2 of the
2017 NBA Finals, several players and staffers
joined Oakland city officials to open an NBA
Cares Learn & Play Zone at Westlake Middle
School in Oakland. NBA Commissioner
Adam Silver was there, along with Schaaf,
owner Joe Lacob, several players and general
manager Bob Myers, who told the kids, “I

didn’t think I’d be general manager of the
Warriors, so there’s no reason you guys can’t
do that, too.”

A Warriors spokesman told of “hosting
sick children after practice in Oakland on
many, many occasions. We receive literally
hundreds of requests from parents with
ailing kids who want to meet the players.
Our guys have been so gracious with their
time, and Coach Kerr always welcomes them
to watch practice and chat with the players. I
don’t think he has ever said no to such a
request.”

On top of it all, out of the 505 players on
NBA rosters, Kevin Durant won the NBA

Inset left, students pour water onto Stephen Curry on March 8, 2016, at Martin Luther King Jr.
Elementary School in Oakland, where Curry promoted healthy eating.

“They’re not just our
hometown heroes
and world
champions, but they
have gone deep into
our community.”
Libby Schaaf, Oakland mayor
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Cares Community Assist award for this past
season, honoring the most community-
minded player in the league. Among other
endeavors, the Kevin Durant Foundation
renovated multiple courts at Oakland’s Lin-
coln Square Recreation Center in May 2017.

There’s a soundtrack to Warriors basket-
ball, dating back to their East Bay begin-
nings, and it’s decidedly local. From Tower
of Power and the Pointer Sisters to Sheila E.
and MC Hammer, Oakland-based musicians
have identified strongly with the game. On
the contemporary scene, the connection has
reached an all-time high.

Hip-hop artist Mistah Fab has been a fan
since the Run TMC days, and he’s a regular
at the arena. The Warriors produced a video
featuring him at Game 1 of the 2017 Western
Conference finals against San Antonio — a
dramatic comeback from a 25-point deficit —
and at the game’s bleakest point, Mistah Fab
is shown rising from his front-row seat and
shouting, “Adversity! How do we respond?”
At the end of the game, he looked into the
camera and declared, “This is where legacies
are protected — this is where history is
made.”

Another regular, rapper G-Eazy, pe-
formed at halftime of Game 1 during the 2016
Finals and centered a re-mix of his hit song
“Random” on the Warriors. A sample:

It’s our league and we do what we like to
No team is ready when we slide through
If you forgot we got it I’ll remind you
Cause we got what they got I’m talkin’ times

two
Then there is Too Short, who played the

drums in the band at Oakland’s Fremont
High School and has performed alongside
the Warriors Dance Team on many occa-
sions. “What I really like about the Warrior
Nation is that when we didn’t have great
teams, the fans always just stuck there,” he
said when interviewed on Warriors video
after the 2015 championship. “I remember
just going to games to watch Michael Jordan
play, or Kobe Bryant and Shaq (O’Neal)
when they played together.

“You knew the Warriors weren’t going to
win, but we still supported the team, and it
was still a sold-out crowd. So to see the

evolution, over the 25 years I’ve been a fan, it
was great to see the city celebrate. We were
takin’ bets during the playoffs, and if the
Warriors went all the way, would this pa-
rade be in Oakland? I’m glad it was.”

The heartbeat of Oakland’s inner-city
basketball can be traced to the East Oakland
Youth Development Center, in the shadow of
Oracle Arena and a haven for so many local
greats — Gary Payton, Jason Kidd, Damian
Lillard, Brian Shaw and Leon Powe among
them — as they grew up. The Warriors have
a 25-year relationship with the program, and
“they have redefined the way a premier team
should engage with the community,” said
president and CEO Regina Jackson.

“This is the most dangerous part of town,”
she said. “We’re dealing with gang violence,
homicide, sex trafficking, drugs, and a high
number of homeless who have moved into
East Oakland. With all of that surrounding
our young people and families, the Warriors
give them a chance to meet their heroes. We
still talk about the day Chris Webber

Too Short, a rapper since the mid-’80s whose real name is Todd Anthony Shaw, performs at a
game between the Los Angeles Lakers and the Warriors in Oakland on April 6, 2011.



dropped in and shot one right into the hoop
from just inside the door. When Steph Curry
won the 2015 MVP and was given a brand
new car (a Kia Sorento), he wanted us to have
it — nicest car on the block. Back in March,
at our Satellite Media Day, Steph walked in at
7 a.m., no bodyguard, then went around the
gym to make sure all the kids were OK —
like he was their water boy! And the kids
were like, ‘Is this real?’ ”

Thanks to the Warriors, that gymnasium
makes for a very cool hang. “When we fin-
ished a big renovation of our building two
years ago, we had no money to refurbish the
gym,” Jackson said, “so the Warriors
stepped in to finance it — exactly how we
wanted the place to look. And just when you
thought things couldn’t get better, they
joined in a Beyond the Baseline partnership
with Nike to create some pipeline program-
ming for middle-school kids. Every kid
around here wants to be an NBA player,
even the girls, and they’d do anything to be
somehow connected with it. So the Warriors

set up workshops for kids to learn about
being a trainer, a journalist, a shoe designer,
a photographer. It’s remarkable to see them
so eager to understand the psyche of a mid-
dle schooler. It is absolutely precious.”

Jackson has lived in Oakland for 50 years.
When the Warriors come up with tickets,
which is often, “it’s like driving around the
corner” to get her East Oakland Youth De-
velopment Center kids into Oracle Arena.
That’s about to change, with the team’s move
to San Francisco.

“I’m sad, and I’m mad,” she said, softly.
“Oracle, that’s ourWizard of Oz, our Emerald
City, right in our backyard. I don’t want them
to leave Oakland. I believe their hearts are
here. I know they’ll always have a presence
with us, but there’s a big difference between
staying in the neighborhood and maybe a
two-hour hike to get our kids to a game.

“I don’t know what I’ll do with myself.
But we’ve had such a time. I guess the best
thing to do is revel in our history, the memo-
ries. And say we were the lucky ones.” A

A mural on Oakland’s Very Own bar on Martin Luther King Jr. Way depicts Stephen Curry with
ex-Raiders running back Bo Jackson and ex-A’s outfielder Rickey Henderson.
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Top, the Warriors’ three recent NBA championship trophies, along with Kevin Durant, are featured on the mural outside
the Oakland Convention Center. Above, Sunbeam Market at Adeline and 14th streets in Oakland features cartoon
likenesses of Warriors Draymond Green and Stephen Curry as children.
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A mural at JamTown on Fourth
Street in Oakland features
Stephen Curry.

“Oakland is an
all-American
city, and the
Warriors — in
good times
and bad —
exemplified
the best of
that spirit.”
Jerry Brown, California governor
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A creatively geometric
mural depicts a dunk by
Kevin Durant on the side
of Shoe Palace on
Telegraph Avenue in
Oakland.



ferent atmosphere, and I think that will
happen here. I had mixed emotions at first,
after all my years with the organization, but
this is the way sports work. In a game with
so much global impact, this is a brand new
building, big city. It’s a natural evolution.”

For those with the financial means, who
wouldn’t want to have a nice dinner in San
Francisco, stroll along picturesque Mission
Bay and head into a state-of-the-art arena to
watch one of the best teams in history? For
well-seasoned fans with fond memories of
the San Francisco Warriors — the star play-
ers, the two trips to the NBA Finals, even
the team’s vagabond nature — this is a bit of
a homecoming, with an air of permanence.

Do you know the name Fred Kast? Most
likely not, but if you’ve attended your share
of Warriors games, you’ve seen the tall, dis-
tinguished, white-haired man who looks like
he played some basketball in his day. (He
did, at Duke in the early ’60s.) Kast works
the scorer’s table, tracking a number of stats
as he sits next to the public-address an-
nouncer, and he’s been at the job since — get
this — the 1963-64 season.

“Yep, just completed 54 years,” he said.
“So I go all the way back to the Cow Palace,
the Civic Auditorium, all those other places
the Warriors played back then. I’m looking
forward to the move, but I’ll miss the in-
timacy we have in Oakland, the crowd sup-
port. I’m assuming that with ticket prices
going up, that may by necessity create a
different fan base.

“Whether it’s as enthusiastic as time goes
on, we’ll see. I would think, in San Francis-
co, we’ll see people going there just to be
seen. But this franchise has so much going
for it. I’m sure they’ve done more than their
sufficient homework on this move.”

The notion of fans being priced out has

CHAPTER FIVE LOOKING TO THE FUTURE

‘THE TEAM OF
THE BAY AREA’

It is the NBA’s oldest arena, in many ways
a relic from some other time. As the mod-
ern-day landscape trends toward aesthetics
and downtown locations, Oracle Arena is
bordered by a freeway, expansive parking
lots and the concrete-dull Oakland Colise-
um, with the grim spectacle of graffiti-laden
industrial structures in the distance.

And it is paradise. The world’s greatest
basketball is played here.

With the 2018-19 season at hand, the War-
riors are more than clear-cut favorites to win
that third consecutive NBA championship.
They are considered absolute locks. That’s
dangerous territory in sports, where osten-
sibly airtight blueprints can be reduced to
ashes in an instant — dissension, a poorly
timed injury, bad chemistry. But this is a
team of superstars in their prime, and until
further notice it seems only one major
change is at hand: location.

A distinctly fresh brand of sporting histo-
ry lies before us. A number of teams have
left cities and heartbroken fans behind: the
Dodgers in Brooklyn, the Colts in Baltimore,
the Browns in Cleveland, so many others.
But no franchise ever left an absolute gold
mine, with a dynasty in progress and 100
percent attendance guaranteed. (The streak
of Oracle sellouts will reach 332 by the end
of the regular season.)

Then again, this in no way resembles the
Dodgers leaving Ebbets Field for a 3,000-
mile trek to Los Angeles. If you’re traveling
by air — we checked with the crows — it’s all
of 8 miles from Oakland to San Francisco.
Eight miles and a cultural eternity.

“As far as the fans’ identity, that’s going to
change,” Chris Mullin said. “When the Lak-
ers moved from the Forum to Staples Center
in L.A., the prices went way up and it be-
came more of a corporate crowd. Much dif-
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An aerial view of Chase Center,
the new home of the Golden
State Warriors, under
construction in San Francisco.
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been reality in Oakland for years. When peo-
ple are knocking down the doors to get in, it’s
going to cost a bit more for the privilege; that’s
how it works in any business. It is stunning,
nevertheless, to travel down Reminiscence
Way.

At theWarriors’ home opener for the 1974-
75 season, which culminated in the team’s first
Bay Area championship, the most expensive
ticket was $7, with juniors (16 and under)
admitted at half price in certain sections and
women getting the same bargain on Thurs-
days — “Ms. Night,” it was called. For the best
seats in the house, save certain courtside loca-
tions, little had changed by the fall of 1979
($10) or 1981 ($11). Fast-forward to June ’89,
when theWarriors announced that the prici-
est ticket would jump from $23 to $28, and
from $6 to $7.50 for the cheapest seats. For the
1990-91 season, theWarriors still had $8.50
tickets available — and fans could score court-
side seats ranging from $75 to $100 apiece.

As this season’s training camp approached,
theWarriors had not established prices for
single-game tickets at Chase Center. The only
sure thing is that there will be no shortage of
demand. TheWarriors have renewed season
tickets at a rate of between 93 percent and 95
percent since 2013, and as of September, there
were 43,000 people on a waiting list. “Based on
early results, 80 percent of our season-ticket
holders who have had the chance to renew at
Chase Center have already done so,” a team
spokesman said. “It looks like the overwhelm-
ing majority of fans are coming with us.”

It’s all a bit mind-blowing toWarriors broad-
caster Jim Barnett, who played on theWarriors’
first team at the ColiseumArena (1971-72) and
had one of the most significant games in fran-
chise history on that floor, scoring a team-high
26 points in a playoff series-clinching Game 6
against KareemAbdul-Jabbar, Oscar Robertson
and theMilwaukee Bucks in 1973. But he was
well into his career by that time. Fans of a cer-
tain age remember the springy, relentless guard
facing the San FranciscoWarriors as a member
of the Boston Celtics, San Diego Rockets and
Portland Trail Blazers.

“When I think about all this, the first guy
who comes to mind is Nate Thurmond,” Bar-
nett said. “I wish he were alive to see this,

because he transcends both eras. Nate was
Mr. San Francisco, a city guy, had the great
barbecue joint over there, and he was suave,
debonair and sophisticated. But he played in
Oakland, too, and he was in great shape right
to the end of his career. Did you know he used
to get up, do 300 sit-ups, and then go back to
bed? Anyway, I wish he were here to see the
transition.

“The way you have to look at it, time moves
on, you can’t turn back the clock,” Barnett
said. “And it’s all masked by theWarriors’
dominance. This is a great team going from
one great situation to another. I’ll tell you,
though, for me, it’s going to be very nostalgic.
I’m an emotional guy to begin with, and I’m
sure when that last night in Oakland rolls
around — thinking about the great games, the
teammates, the friends, how this team was
part of the fabric of the community — I’ll have
tears in my eyes.”

“This last year is going to be special,” Ste-

Oakland Mayor Libby Schaaf and rapper MC Hammer take part in the Golden State Warriors’ NBA
championship parade in Oakland on June 12, 2018.



phen Curry said at theWarriors’ media day in
September. “All the years we’ve played at Ora-
cle, the journey, from some pretty down years
to some really entertaining basketball but
didn’t win much, to now having won three out
of the last four — all of that happened in Ora-
cle Arena. This is my 10th year in the league,
and it’s been my only experience, so this year
is about celebrating that — going out in style
with one more championship. I think this last
season in Oakland is going to be really, really
memorable.”

It’s going to be rough on Libby Schaaf, but
Oakland’s mayor has a charming way of view-
ing theWarriors’ move. For her, the story
drifts away from ticket prices, or even the
games. She best remembers the championship
parades, the scenes along Lake Merritt and
the fans, a million strong, representing the
city’s broad cultural scope.

“As someone who has lived in Oakland my
whole life, and have at times struggled with
the impressions outsiders have, parade day is

when the whole world sees us shine,” she
said. “Especially that first one. I just felt like,
this is how I’ve always seen my city.”

So what happens to the team-and-town
relationship when theWarriors move? Not a
thing, the mayor insists. In a video segment
for Curry’s YouTube channel, Schaaf can be
seen telling him, “The arena is moving to San
Francisco. The team is staying in Oakland.”

“There you have it,” Curry responds, break-
ing into laughter. “You heard it here first.”

Asked to elaborate, Schaaf said, “TheWar-
riors are still our team. They have not left
their fan base. They will play in a different
place, but they’ve always been the team of the
Bay Area: the Golden State Warriors. And
they will remain that way.

“Truthfully, most Oaklanders can’t afford a
Warriors ticket right now. But that doesn’t
stop us from gathering around our televisions,
buying merchandise and screaming our heads
off. They are our team. Leaving the building,
not the community.” A

Warriors President and Chief Operating Officer Rick Welts looks at a rendering of seats in the
arena at the new Chase Center. Seats sold as season tickets are lighted.
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At a very upbeat media day
before the 2018-19 season, the
theme was stability, excite-
ment and absorbing a tal-
ented new center, DeMarcus
Cousins. There were telling
remarks from future free
agents Draymond Green and
Klay Thompson, each making
it clear that they intend to
stay with the Warriors for a
long time. Coach Steve Kerr
said the team was “playing
with house money” because,
with three championships in
four years, the Warriors’
place in NBA history is se-
cure.

As for the team’s elite core
staying together as a unit,
there’s a bit of doubt. In sign-
ing a contract for just one
year, Kevin Durant has the
option of leaving after this
season. But for now, the War-
riors are the undisputed rul-
ers of the NBA. They could be
better than ever, and that’s a
frightening prospect for the
rest of the league.

— Bruce Jenkins

EPILOGUE

TOGETHER, BUT
FOR HOW LONG?

Photographed at Warriors media day by Chronicle contributor John Lee on Sept. 24 are forward
Kevin Durant, left, and head coach Steve Kerr, above. Next pages, clockwise from top left, Klay
Thompson, DeMarcus Cousins, Andre Iguodala (full-page photo), Stephen Curry and Jordan Bell.

San Francisco Chronicle | 91



92 | San Francisco Chronicle







Left, Warriors forward Draymond Green on media day 2018. Above, clockwise from top, Warriors forward Kevin Durant, guard Klay
Thompson and guard Stephen Curry, seen with the Warriors’ three recent championship trophies.
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