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When it matters most, 

patients turn to 

Stanford Health Care

“Stanford has saved my 
life, not once but twice. 
Th ey’ve also given my
daughter life.” –Yolanda

DISCOVER OUR PATIENT STORIES AT

U.S. News & World Report, 
again, recognizes Stanford 

Health Care in the top 10 

best hospitals in the nation.

Just 28 at the time of her first heart transplant at Stanford Hospital in 

1991, Yolanda went on to become the first heart transplant recipient to 

have a child at Stanford. Today, her “miracle baby” is 27 years old, and 

Yolanda is a grandmother. She continues to thrive aft er receiving a 

second heart transplant and a kidney transplant in 2015. “I love my 

entire transplant team,” she said. “Without them, I would not be here.”
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Offering a rare balance of close-in convenience and secluded privacy, this gorgeous 6-bedroom, 6.5-bath estate is as suited to 
hosting grand affairs as it is to comfortable everyday living. This striking 7,555sf residence is situated on 4.38 acre lot, one of the 
largest parcels in the City. It offers indoor-outdoor living at its best with sweeping views of the Palo Alto Hills and Peninsula, and 
balances close-in convenience with a private setting. 
Additional features of the home include:

DERK BRILL
Wall Street Journal “Top Residential Realtors” in America

M: 650.814.0478
dbrill@apr.com
www.DerkBrill.com
License# 01256035

PRIVACY AND CONVENIENCE WITH OUTSTANDING VIEWS

• Stunning Bay and golf course views
• Designed for indoor/outdoor entertaining of any scale
• Secluded privacy with close-in convenience

•

• Outstanding Palo Alto schools

OPEN HOUSE - Sunday 1:30-4:30

Offered at $6,995,000

www.LaurelGlenEstate.com

931 LAUREL GLEN DRIVE, PALO ALTO

JUST L
IS

TED!



Page 4 • September 28, 2018 • Palo Alto Weekly • www.PaloAltoOnline.com

Saturday, October 13th, 1-6 PM

No pets please. 
Trained service dogs only.

1 Hacker Way, Menlo Park
Parking Lot 16

@FacebookFestivals
www.FBintheCommunity.com
FBCommunityEvents@fb.com

Featuring:
Proceeds benefi t local health services and veteran orgs

Country Fest with Touch-a-Truck, 
Live Americana, Country & Bluegrass Bands

Line Dancing, Rides & Games
Emergency, Service & Military Vehicles Expo

Live music and 
performances by:

California Cowboys
Jackson Michelson

Toree McGee
The Roaming 

Hillbilly

Free kids zone
farmers market
Chili For charity

food trucks
craft beer,

wine & cocktails
artisans & crafts
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D espite a heavy pushback 
from Stanford University, 
the Santa Clara County 

Board of Supervisors approved 
on Tuesday new policies that re-
quire the university to pay higher 
fees to support affordable hous-
ing and to construct more such 

housing as part of its expansion.
The new housing-impact-fee 

policy, which the board unani-
mously endorsed, nearly doubles 
how much Stanford must pay for 
every square foot of new develop-
ment, from the existing level of 
$36.22 to $68.50, with the higher 

fee set to kick in on July 1, 2020. 
The separate “inclusionary 

housing” zoning ordinance would 
require 16 percent of all new mar-
ket-rate housing for faculty and 
staff be designated as affordable 
housing.

In adopting the housing-impact 
fee, the board opted not to move 
ahead with a prior proposal, 
which would have raised the fee 
to $143.10 per square foot. That 
fee was supported by a nexus 

study that the county commis-
sioned to evaluate what it would 
take to subsidize the construction 
of 964 housing units, which would 
be required to accommodate em-
ployees earning up to 120 percent 
of area median income. Even the 
relatively lower fee of $68.50 per 
square foot, however, is by far the 
highest in the region.

The new ordinances moved 
ahead Tuesday despite strenuous 
opposition from Stanford, which 

had proposed that the county 
forego the two ordinances and in-
stead collaborate with the univer-
sity on a development agreement 
that would generate more below-
market-rate housing sooner. 

In late July, the university pro-
posed it could convert up to 200 
apartments on its campus into 
below-market-rate housing and 
create a fund that would pool 

Upfront
Local news, information and analysis

Board of Supervisors supports new ordinances 
over university’s objections

by Gennady Sheyner

T o broaden its work to con-
trol Palo Alto’s traffic and
parking woes, the Palo Alto

Transportation Management As-
sociation (TMA) on Sept. 20 voted 
to expand its transportation-man-
agement program to the California 
Avenue area.

The new pilot, which will be 
funded by $100,000 from com-
panies Palantir Technologies and 
Facebook, will seek to convince 

low-wage workers to forsake their 
cars and take alternate modes of 
transportation. The money will 
fund mass transit, vanpool and 
shuttle programs for service work-
ers in the area between Page Mill 
Road and Town & Country Village 
shopping center. The pilot would 
assess whether the programs can 
be replicated beyond a single geo-
graphical area. It would last three 
to six months beginning in January, 

according to a letter submitted by 
Mila Zelkha, Palantir’s community 
ambassador.

Rob George, board chairman of 
Palo Alto TMA, said the group’s 
transit programs in the downtown 
area have been successful. The or-
ganization is on target to reach its 
goal of providing 200 free monthly 
transit passes to service workers, 
having already supplied 150 pass-
es and received another 49 new 

requests for September passes. The 
group has gone door to door, visit-
ing downtown businesses to engage 
employees and their managers in 
the program. It also hired a part-
time employee who speaks Spanish 
to assist with outreach.

The employees can apply for a 
free Caltrain, VTA, SamTrans or 
Dumbarton Express monthly pass 
worth up to $1,800 per year. The 
program also offers up to $1,200 
in annual carpool rewards for using 
Scoop or Waze and gives discounts 
for using Lyft for short trips to and 
from East Palo Alto, Redwood 
City, Menlo Park and Mountain 
View, according to a brochure in 
English and Spanish.

The TMA board also voted 
unanimously to raise the eligibil-
ity requirement for the transit-pass 

Transportation pilot project planned 
for California Avenue area
Transit-pass subsidy program to begin in January

by Sue Dremann

Missing 
woman 

found dead 
off freeway
Authorities discover 

Wamaitha Kaboga-Miller 
in vehicle under tree 

branches
by Palo Alto Weekly staff

T he body of Palo Alto woman 
Wamaitha Kaboga-Miller 
was found in her car in 

Newark on Sunday, more than five 
weeks since she went missing, po-
lice said Monday.

The discovery was a tragic con-
clusion to a baffling disappearance 
that had confounded her family, 
law enforcement and friends and 
led to multiple searches of the re-
gion by volunteers.

Kaboga-Miller, 66, was reported 
missing after leaving her Crescent 
Park home on Aug. 17. California 
Highway Patrol (CHP) officers 
found her body in a vehicle off of 
state Highway 84 east of Thornton 
Avenue in Newark, where they 
were responding to a separate crash 
involving an overturned car shortly 
after 3 p.m. Sunday.

Her silver 2002 Mercedes-Benz 
CLK 430 was found under heavy 
brush and tree branches about 25 
feet away from the unrelated car 
crash, according to police. An of-
ficer ran a check of the license 
plate number, which matched 
Kaboga-Miller’s.

Emergency crews found a wom-
an, later identified by the Alam-
eda County Coroner’s Bureau as 
Kaboga-Miller, sitting in the driv-
er’s seat, police said. They deter-
mined she had been in the car for 
“an extended period of time” and 

TRAFFIC

County hikes Stanford fees for affordable housing

(continued on page 16)

(continued on page 14) (continued on page 14)

Smooth sailing 
An American white pelican swims through channels of the Palo Alto Baylands. The pelican, a migratory bird, is also one of the largest 
birds in North America, with a 9-foot wingspan.
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Around Town
SHOW ME THE MONEY ... 
Palo Alto’s wealthy residents 
could greatly influence whether 
California’s next governor will 
come through on more housing, 
investments in education and 
other promises, according to 
a Los Angeles Times article 
published Sept. 23. Residents 
with the 94301 ZIP code paid a 
total of $934 million from more 
than 9,000 tax returns filed in 
2016, the highest of any other ZIP 
code statewide. Some of the ZIP 
code’s most famous residents 
include include Facebook founder 
Mark Zuckerberg, Google co-
founder Larry Page and Apple 
CEO Tim Cook. The 94303 ZIP 
code took the No. 3 spot at $636 
million. The well-paid residents 
significantly contribute to the 
state’s revenue, 70 percent of 
which is made up of personal 
income tax, based on information 
from the Legislative Analyst’s 
Office cited in the report. 
Additional data demonstrates 
that these very same residents 
are willingly handing over their 
earnings. In 2014, 61 percent 
of voters in the 94301 ZIP code 
supported Proposition 55, which 
continued personal income tax 
increases for residents earning 
more than $250,000 through 
2030. “We are very dependent on 
millionaires. If the millionaires get 
a cold, we all die of the flu,” Mike 
Genest, who served as budget 
director for former Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger, told the Times. 

LAYING DOWN THE LAW ... Eight 
months into his tenure, Palo Alto 
Police Chief Robert Jonsen has 
by now gotten accustomed to 
the yearslong staffing shortage 
that his department has been 
dealing with. Despite an 
aggressive recruitment effort, 
the department currently has 
13 vacancies, Jonsen told a 
small group of business people 
at a Sept. 26 event sponsored 
by the Palo Alto Chamber of 
Commerce. The staff shortage 
notwithstanding, Jonsen said 
his department has been doing 
more with less when it comes to 
traffic enforcement, an issue that 
he said many residents prioritize. 
The department, he said, has 
responded by making traffic its 

priority as well. So far this year, 
officers had issued 4,700 traffic 
citations, up by 49 percent from 
the 3,100 at the same time last 
year. Jonsen said officers are 
also stepping up investigations 
of recent robberies in Stanford 
Shopping Center and in 
downtown, which include having 
undercover officers at these 
locations. The effort appears to 
have borne fruit six weeks ago, 
during a robbery at the shopping 
center. “We were at the mall, 
doing an operation when we 
saw a crew come in, conduct a 
vehicle burglary, they smashed 
a window, grabbed a backpack 
out. We went to pursue and 
caught one of the individuals.” 
When asked about the high 
number of RVs parked along El 
Camino, Jonsen said that his 
officers are not giving a “free 
pass” to anyone breaking the 
city’s laws pertaining to a 72-hour 
parking limit. He is not interested 
in disrupting anyone’s life, unless 
they are preying on residents or 
causing discomfort. “I welcome 
anyone into the community — 
anyone — as long as they’re here 
for betterment of the community.” 

CHAIN REACTION ... Community 
members are gearing up for 
the ninth annual Bike Palo 
Alto this Sunday, which will 
recognize former Palo Alto City 
Councilwoman Ellen Fletcher, a 
cycling advocate and the middle 
school that recently took on 
her name. Kathy Durham, co-
founder of Bike Palo Alto and 
Fletcher’s friend, credits her with 
the increase in cycling residents, 
with over 40 percent of Palo Alto 
middle schoolers choosing to 
bike to school. “It’s because of 
(Fletcher) and the people that 
worked with (her) through the 
‘70s, ‘80s and ‘90s that we were 
able to make the encouragement 
of bicycling successful,” Durham 
said. The event will begin at 1 
p.m. at Fairmeadow Elementary 
School at 500 E. Meadow Drive, 
where participants can choose 
from three self-guided routes. 
Fletcher’s celebration is set for 3 
p.m. at Fletcher Middle School at 
655 Arastradero Road. For more 
information, visit bikepaloalto.
org. 

They aren’t being singled out; 
they’re jumping out. 

Lenny Siegel, Mountain View mayor, on  
raising housing fees for Stanford University.  
See story on page 5. 
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service you deserve? 

We answer our 
phones.

Serving the community for over 26 years!
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671-A Oak Grove Ave, Menlo Park
650-327-1313
cporter2@farmersagent.com

Give blood for life!
b l oodcen t e r. s t a n f o rd . edu
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Upfront

C hristopher Boyd, who is 
running for a seat on the 
Palo Alto Unified School 

District Board of Education in 
November’s election, has been 
falsely claiming that his small 
after-school STEM program in 
Palo Alto is a tax-exempt 501(c)3 
nonprofit organization, an investi-
gation by the Weekly found.

Boyd is listed on his resume as 
the “chief educator” at the Institute 
for Education Management, or In-
sted, which he identifies on the 
program’s website as a nonprofit 
to which people can donate money 
for student scholarships.

However, Insted is not listed 
in the California Secretary of 
State’s registered business data-
base as a corporation or LLC. A 
tax ID number Boyd provided to 
the Weekly is for the Institute for 
Environmental Management, a 
Palo Alto nonprofit that has the 
same initials as Boyd’s program 
— IEM — but is otherwise whol-
ly distinct in purpose and content. 
That organization’s mission is to 
“develop and facilitate dissemi-
nation of technology for biofuels 
while minimizing greenhouse gas 
emission with special attention to 
municipal solid waste,” a 2011 tax 
form states.

John Benemann, co-director at 
the Institute for Environmental 
Management, told the Weekly that 
Boyd “never worked for or had 
authorization to represent him-
self as working for or involved 
in any way with the Institute for 

Environmental Management 
(IEM).”

The Institute for Environmental 
Management “has had essentially 
no activities for several years,” he 
added. The last available Form 
990, which tax-exempt organi-
zations are required to file with 
the Internal Revenue Service, the 
Weekly found for the company 
was filed in 2011.

The Institute for Environmen-
tal Management was founded 
more than 25 years ago by Palo 
Alto residents Benemann, who 
has since moved to Walnut Creek, 
and Don Augenstein, whose work 
included biologically engineering 
landfills in Yolo County, Califor-
nia, to control methane generation. 
The organization’s bylaws and tax 
filings show all of its expenditures 
and grants pertain to energy and 
the environment.

Boyd, whose daughter is en-
rolled in the Palo Alto school 

district, was for a time living in 
Augenstein’s home. Dubbed the 
Pomona House, Augenstein rents 
rooms at an affordable rate to a 
roving group of international sci-
entists, students and others, ac-
cording to a website for the home. 
Augenstein declined to speak on 
the record for this story.

When asked to give evidence 
that Insted is affiliated with the 
Institute for Environmental Man-
agement, Boyd provided a 2015 
email showing Augenstein set up 
a PayPal account to receive funds 
for Insted. Augenstein stated in the 
email that the Institute for Envi-
ronmental Management was “do-
ing business as” the Institute for 
Education Management. However, 
no fictitious business statement in-
dicating this change is on file with 
the Santa Clara County Clerk-Re-
corder’s Office, as required by law.

In response to repeated inquiries 
from the Weekly, Boyd said on 
Sept. 20 that based on legal advice, 
“should Institute of Environmental 
Management (IEM) not bring the 
990 up to date promptly or if IEM 
is found out of regulatory compli-
ance, Insted will be rolled out of 
fiscal sponsorship or operating 
status within IEM and set up as an 
independent nonprofit.”

According to a best-practices 
guide from the National Network 
of Fiscal Sponsors, the missions of 
fledgling programs and their fiscal 
sponsors should align: “The fiscal 
sponsor assures that the public 
interest purposes of all projects 

support the sponsor’s organi-
zational mission and charitable 
purpose.” However, the Institute 
for Environmental Managament’s 
focus has been on developing tech-
nology for biofuels, while Insted’s 
purpose is to educate children. 

In an endorsement interview 
with the Weekly — the first in-
terview he granted after repeated 
requests since he filed for candi-
dacy in August — Boyd described 
Insted as an experimental after-
school program formed in 2014 
by a group of district parents who 
wanted more progressive, innova-
tive education for their children. In 

the program, Boyd said, post-doc-
toral students from Stanford Uni-
versity teach undergraduate-level 
courses such as chemistry, astro-
physics and robotics to elementary 
and middle school students, pri-
marily from Addison Elementary 
School and Greene Middle School 
(formerly Jordan Middle School).

When asked by the Weekly 
in a follow-up email for a list of 
the teachers and other Stanford-
affiliated contributors, Boyd did 
not provide any names. The Insted 
website does mention one teacher 

School board candidate misrepresents  
his STEM program

Four-year-old after-school program is not a legal nonprofit, as Christopher Boyd alleges
by Elena Kadvany

ELECTION 2018

(continued on page 16)

CITY COUNCIL ... The council plans to meet in a closed session to 
discuss the status of its labor negotiations with Service Employees 
International Union, Local 521, the Palo Alto Fire Chiefs’ Association, 
the International Association of Fire Fighters, Local 1319, the Utilities 
Management Professional Association of Palo Alto and the Palo Alto 
Police Managers’ Association. The council will then hold a study session 
on Marissa Mayer’s proposal to convert a mortuary at 980 Middlefield 
Road into a private club; consider a resolution reaffirming Palo Alto’s 
commitment to a “diverse, supportive, inclusive and protective 
community,” and consider changes to the city’s zoning code relating 
to accessory dwelling units. The closed session will begin at 5 p.m. on 
Monday, Oct. 1, in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 250 Hamilton Ave. 
Regular meeting will follow immediately after.

UTILITIES ADVISORY COMMISSION ... The commission plans to 
consider approving the 2018 Electric Integrated Resources Plan (EIRP) 
and an updated Renewable Portfolio Standard Procurement Plan 
and Enforcement Program; discuss a residential survey on distributed 
energy resources technologies; discuss opportunities to expand use 
of recycled water; and discuss CPAU’s role in community resilience. 
The meeting will begin at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, Oct. 3, in the Council 
Chambers at City Hall, 250 Hamilton Ave.

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD ... The board plans to review a 
proposal to demolish an existing motel at 3200 El Camino Real and 
construct a new 53,599-square-foot hotel; and consider a proposal to 
demolish two existing retail buildings to construct an affordable-housing 
project at 3703-3709 El Camino Real. The meeting will begin at 8:30 
a.m. on Thursday, Oct. 4, in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 250 
Hamilton Ave.

Public Agenda
A preview of Palo Alto government meetings next week

Palo Alto school board 
candidate Chris Boyd speaks at 
a Board of Education meeting on 
Sept. 4. 
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The $6 Million Blunder
As school district misses key deadline, unions take full advantage
PALO ALTO WEEKLY, SEPTEMBER 1, 2017

Student remains at Palo Alto High after sexual assaults
Victims of sexual offenses say system has failed to provide justice, want district to do more
SAN JOSE MERCURY NEWS, MAY 12, 2017

Under fire from critics, school board reduces public comment time
PALO ALTO DAILY POST, SEPTEMBER 14, 2017

Palo Alto schools have another self-inflicted budget problem 
SAN JOSE MERCURY NEWS, SEPTEMBER 8, 2017

Embattled Palo Alto schools superintendent to resign Friday 
SAN JOSE MERCURY NEWS, SEPTEMBER 26, 2017 

Paid for by Kathy Jordan for School Board 2018   FPPC# 1406198
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W ith Santa Clara County 
mail-in ballots for the 
Nov. 6 election sched-

uled to go out in two weeks, Palo 
Alto school and civic groups are 
now hosting a slew of candidate 
forums and educational events for 
voters.

On the ballot this year are 
elections of three Palo Alto City 
Council members, two Palo Alto 
Unified School District Board 
of Education members, Measure 
E (increase of Palo Alto’s hotel 
tax), Measure F (health care costs 
regulation), Measure Y (school 
board term limits) and Measure Z 
(school-district bond issue).

In addition, forums are planned 
for the state ballot measures and 
the Santa Clara County Sheriff’s 
race.

Next Wednesday, Oct. 3, the 
Palo Alto Weekly and Palo Alto 
Online are mounting a City Coun-
cil candidates forum with incum-
bents Tom DuBois, Eric Filseth 
and Cory Wolbach and challengers 
Pat Boone and Alison Cormack. 
The event at the Little Theatre at 
Cubberley Community Center, 
4000 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto, 
will run from 7:30-9 p.m. 

Palo Alto Weekly Editor Joc-
elyn Dong and city hall reporter 
Gennady Sheyner will co-moder-
ate, asking the candidates about 
a range of topics including af-
fordable housing, traffic conges-
tion, City Council transparency, 
city staffing, development, code 
enforcement and more. Co-spon-
soring the event are the American 
Association of University Women, 
Avenidas, Project Safety Net and 
Palo Alto Chamber of Commerce.

The candidates forum will be 
video-recorded and posted later at 
YouTube.com/paweekly, but it will 
not be livestreamed. 

Additional events are scheduled 
as follows.

City Council and 
Measure F

• Palo Alto Neighborhoods is 
hosting a City Council candidates 
forum moderated by former City 
Councilwoman LaDoris Cordell 
on Thursday, Oct. 4, 7-9 p.m. in 
Council Chambers, City Hall, 
250 Hamilton Ave., Palo Alto. A 
PAN questionnaire of the can-
didates is posted at Palo Alto 
Neighborhoods.

• Representatives of both sides 
of Measure F will square off 
on Sunday, Oct. 7, 11:40 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. at First Congrega-
tional Church, Harmony Hall, 
1985 Louis Road, Palo Alto. The 
church and the League of Women 
Voters of Palo Alto are the event 
co-sponsors.

• The League of Women Vot-
ers of Palo Alto will convene for 
a City Council candidates forum 
on Tuesday, Oct. 9, 7-8:30 p.m. at 
First Congregational Church, 1985 
Louis Road, Palo Alto. The event 
will be co-sponsored by the First 
Congregational Church of Palo 
Alto, Palo Alto Branch of AAUW 
and Congregation Beth Am.

School board

The Palo Alto Council of PTAs 
will host Board of Education can-
didate forums for specific popula-
tions of the district:

• An elementary education event 
will be held on Tuesday, Oct. 2, 
6:45-8:45 p.m. at 25 Churchill 
Ave., Palo Alto.

• A “Special Education/Edu-
cational Equity and Access” fo-
rum, co-sponsored with Parent 

Advocates for Student Success 
(PASS), will be held on Sunday, 
Oct. 14, from 4-6 p.m. at Greene 
Middle School, 750 N. California 
Ave., Palo Alto.

• And a secondary-education 
forum will be hosted on Saturday, 
Oct. 20, 4-6 p.m. at JLS Middle 
School, 480 E. Meadow Drive, 
Palo Alto.

Ballot measures

Arguments for and against No-
vember ballot measures will be 
presented several times in October 
by volunteers with the League of 
Women Voters of Palo Alto:

• Friday, Oct. 5, at 2 p.m. at Ave-
nidas at Cubberley Community 
Center, 4000 Middlefield Road, 
Palo Alto

• Tuesday, Oct. 9, at 11:30 a.m., 
at Woman’s Club of Palo Alto, 475 
Homer Ave., Palo Alto

• Thursday, Oct. 11, at 7 p.m., 
Channing House, 850 Webster St., 
Palo Alto

• Sunday, Oct. 14, at 3 p.m., at 
Congregation Beth Am, Beit Ke-
hillah, 26790 Arastradero Road, 
Los Altos Hills

• Saturday, Oct. 20, at 2 p.m., 

Palo Alto Downtown Library, 270 
Forest Ave., Palo Alto.

The “Pros and Cons” events are 
co-sponsored by Avenidas, Wom-
an’s Club of Palo Alto, Channing 
House, Congregation Beth Am, 
Palo Alto Branch of AAUW, Palo 
Alto City Library & ACLU Mid-
Peninsula Chapter.

Santa Clara County and 
beyond

• The Leagues of Women Voters 
of Santa Clara County will host a 
debate between the two candidates 
for Santa Clara County Sheriff 
— incumbent Laurie Smith and 
challenger John Hirakawa — on 
Monday, Oct. 8, 7-8:30 p.m. in Cu-
pertino Community Hall, 10350 
Torre Ave., Cupertino.

• The League of Women Voters 
of Southwest Santa Clara County 
will host a forum with two can-
didates for California’s 18th Con-
gressional District — incumbent 
Anna Eshoo and challenger Chris-
tine Russell — on Wednesday, 
Oct. 17, 7-8 p.m. at the Roosevelt 
Room at Campbell Community 
Center, 1 W. Campbell Ave., 
Campbell. 

City Council candidates to 
square off in Oct. 3 debate
Voter-education events scheduled for coming weeks

by Palo Alto Weekly staff

ELECTION 2018

Upfront

Pat Boone Eric FilsethAlison Cormack Cory WolbachTom DuBois

City Council
The council did not have a regular meeting this week.

Parks and Recreation Commission (Sept. 25)
Budget: The commission discussed the Community Services Deparmtnet 
operating budget. Action: None
Baylands: The commission discussed the Balyands Comprehensive 
Conservation Plan and concepts for the former ITT area in the Baylands. 
Action: None

Board of Education (Sept. 25)
Voting Rights Act: The board heard a district attorney’s presentation on a legal 
threat related to the California Voting Rights Act. Action: None 
International field trip: The board approved an Escondido Elementary School 
field trip to Mexico. Yes: Baten Caswell, Dauber, DiBrienza, Godfrey No: Collins
Budget: The board approved 2018-19 budget revisions,the filing of a 2017-18 
unaudited actuals financial report and other budget items. Yes: Unanimous
General counsel: The board approved moving forward with the hiring of a 
general counsel and directed the board’s policy review committee to review 
a policy on board communication with district attorneys. Yes: Baten Caswell, 
Collins, Dauber, DiBrienza Abstain: Godfrey
Enrollment/class size: The board heard a report on enrollment and class sizes 
for the 2018-19 school year and voted to recast future enrollment analysis in 
terms of four quadrants instead of three neighborhood clusters. Yes: Unanimous  
Legal expenses: The board heard a report on district legal expenses through 
Sept. 19, 2018. Action: None 

Council Rail Committee (Sept. 26)
Caltrain: The committee recommended approving a cooperation agreement with 
the Peninsula Corridor Joint Powers Board regarding the Caltrain electrification 
project and added language calling for greater protection for the El Palo Alto 
redwood. Yes: Fine, Kou, Wolbach Absent: Scharff
Grade separation: The committee discussed the traffic study scope for potential 
closure of Palo Alto Avenue and Churchill Avenue. Actuib: None

Historic Resources Board (Sept. 27)
1107 Cowper St.: The board discussed and continued to a future date the 
proposal to demolish a two-story home and construct a new two-story home in 
Professorville. Yes: Bernstein, Corey, Kohler, Makinen, Shepherd, Wimmer No: 
Bower

CityView
A round-up       of Palo Alto government action this week

I n the event of a school shoot-
ing, Palo Alto High School’s 
English teachers worry that 

their classrooms are not suffi-
ciently safe, with exposed doors 
and windows, a faulty intercom 
system and doors that don’t lock 
from the inside. They are asking 
Principal Adam Paulson to take 
immediate action to address their 
concerns, captured in a formal 
Williams Complaint filed earlier 
this month.

“As teachers, we would rather 
spend our energy teaching the stu-
dents — not worrying about how 
to quickly cover the windows of 
our classrooms or responding to 
yet another false fire alarm,” the 
Paly English department wrote in 
a Sept. 11 letter to Paulson. “We 
are tired of waiting for safety im-
provements that needed to happen 
yesterday and would like imme-
diate action taken to address our 
concerns.”

Williams Complaints relate to 
instructional materials, emergen-
cy or urgent facilities conditions 
that pose a threat to the health and 

safety of students.
Paulson did not respond to a re-

quest for comment.
Shirley Tokheim, the English 

department’s instructional leader, 
describes in the letter how the 
intercom in her classroom didn’t 
work during an August lockdown 
drill, meaning she and her stu-
dents didn’t hear an announce-
ment signaling it was time to bar-
ricade rooms across campus.

“Under the desk in the dark, I 
thought about the significance of 
what had just happened. Had it 
been an actual lockdown, with a 
shooter on campus, my students 
and I would not have heard the an-
nouncement and would have been 
wide open — doors open, lights on 
— for attack,” she wrote. “All 25 of 
us might have already been dead.”

Paly teachers: Facilities ‘fall short’  
in campus safety

English department files complaint, requests immediate safety improvements
by Elena Kadvany
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Officers from the Palo Alto and Menlo Park police departments 
respond to a threat at Palo Alto High School on March 29.

(continued on page 15)
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1044 Sonoma Avenue, Menlo Park
Stunning Custom-Built Home in  

Coveted Flood Park

• Custom-built home in 2008 with acute attention  
to detail 

• Modern Zen-like design with large open spaces

• Four bedrooms and three baths on two levels

• Media room, large customized office area, and 
tremendous great room

• Beautifully landscaped private yard with fire pit  
and built-in seating

• Excellent Menlo Park schools

• Close to downtown Palo Alto and Menlo Park, 
Stanford University, and Hwy 101

Offered at $3,495,000

www.1044Sonoma.com

A FRESH APPROACH JUDY CITRON • 650.543.1206
Judy@JudyCitron.com • JudyCitron.com

License # 01825569
Square footage, acreage, and other 
information herein, has been received 
from one or more of a variety of different 
sources.  Such information has not been 
verified by Alain Pinel Realtors®. If im-
portant to buyers, buyers should conduct 
their own investigation. 

OPEN SATURDAY & SUNDAY   September 29 & 30, 2 – 4  pm

Price upon request  |  1301Hamilton.com

Striking Modern Oasis in the Heart of Crescent Park

EXCLUSIVE OFFERING - By Appt. Only 

1301 Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto

• Four bedrooms and three and one-half bathrooms

• Soaring ceilings and stunning gardens

• Oversized lot of 15,155+/– square feet

• Excellent Palo Alto schools

Price upon request  |  3Fredrick.com

Authentic California Mission Home

COMING SOON

3 Fredrick Court, Menlo Park

• Approx. 0.83 acres in Menlo Oaks

• Extensively remodeled and expanded

• 4 bedrooms, 3 full baths and 1 half-bath, including 
separate 1-bedroom, 1-bath guest quarters with kitchen

• Central courtyard with fountain, fruit trees, fire pit

#20 Agent in the United States (per The Wall Street Journal, 2018)
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Upfront

CastillejaReimagined.org

Fewer Cars, Better for Everyone 
At Castilleja, we are committed to being good neighbors and protecting our planet. 

That’s why we’ve reduced the number of peak car trips to our campus by 25% over the last 5 years.  

VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO BECOME A SUPPORTER

P alo Alto City Council can-
didates Cory Wolbach, 
an incumbent, and Alison 

Cormack are heading into the fi-
nal month of the campaign season 
with significant fundraising leads 
over their three opponents, accord-
ing to campaign finance docu-
ments released Thursday.

The new documents, which in-
clude contributions made between 
July 1 and Sept. 22, show Wol-
bach in the lead with $63,769 in 
total contributions so far this year, 
including $26,301 in the latest re-
porting period. While Wolbach has 
pledged not to accept contributions 
from developers, his list of cam-
paign donors includes a wide range 
of attorneys, Realtors, investors, 
tech workers and local residents. 

His biggest contributor to date is 
real-estate broker Monique Lom-
bardelli, who in March contributed 
$2,500 to the campaign. Realtors 
Zachary Trailer and Leannah 
Hunt gave him $1,000 and $250, 
respectively.

Wolbach also is receiving signif-
icant support from the tech indus-
try. Michael Angelo, an engineer at 

Google, contributed $2,000, while 
Lauren Angelo, an engineer who 
is currently not employed, gave 
$2,160. Sam Altman, president of 
Y Combinator, also gave $1,000 to 
the Wolbach campaign.

Wolbach’s campaign also is get-
ting a boost from other elected 
officials. The campaign of state 
Assemblyman Marc Berman, who 
had previously served with Wol-
bach on the council, contributed 
$1,000, including $500 in the latest 
reporting period. Palo Alto Board 
of Education member Terry God-
frey and former board president 
Dana Tom each gave $100, as has 
state Sen. Jerry Hill, for whom 
Wolbach has previously worked as 
a legislative aide. Former Palo Alto 
mayors Larry Klein ($500), Bern 
Beecham ($200), Sid Espinosa 
($100) and Peter Drekmeier ($100) 
also are supporting Wolbach’s 
campaign.

Stephen Downing, whose occu-
pation is listed as a “stay at home 
dad,” contributed $2,000.

Cormack, a former Google em-
ployee who in 2008 headed Palo 
Alto’s successful $76 million bond 

campaign to upgrade the library 
system, also received significant 
contributions from the tech work-
ers, business executives and local 
officials. Her campaign raised 
$24,499 between July 1 and Sept. 
22, and $59,798 so far this year, ac-
cording to the finance documents.

Her largest donors in the latest 
reporting period include Melody 
Wu, founder of Melody Academy 
of Music, Aneel Bhusri, CEO of 
Workday, and retired developer 
William Reller, each of whom 
gave her $1,000. Other donors 
include former state senator Re-
becca Morgan of Los Altos Hills 
($1,000), Nana Chancellor, whose 
occupation is listed as homemaker 
($1,000), and local resident Judith 
Lin Kay ($1,000). Pei Cao, a soft-
ware engineer at Google, also con-
tributed $1,000.

Mayor Liz Kniss and Council-
man Greg Scharff each contrib-
uted $500 to Cormack’s campaign, 
while Berman’s campaign contrib-
uted another $500.

Of the five candidates, Cormack 
is the only one who has not pledged 
to reject donations from develop-
ers. Even so, the vast majority of 
her contributions do not involve 
donors in development or real es-
tate. A notable exception is Reller, 
though Cormack said at a candi-
dates forum earlier this week that 
she has no problem with accepting 
the contribution.

“I’m personally grateful for Palo 
Alto Commons and some of the 
other things he has constructed,” 

Cormack said at the forum, which 
was sponsored by the Rotary Club.

Trailing Wolbach and Cormack 
were Councilman Tom DuBois and 
Vice Mayor Eric Filseth, two in-
cumbents who are being supported 
by Palo Altans for Sensible Zoning, 
a political action committee that 
advocates for slow-growth policies. 

DuBois has raised $37,425 so far 
this year, while Filseth has raised 
$37,373, according to campaign 
documents.

Downtown resident Gabrielle 
Layton gave $5,000 to both the 
Filseth and the DuBois campaigns, 
as has G. Leonard Baker, a venture 
capitalist with Sutter Hill Ventures. 
Tench Coxe, also a venture capital-
ist with Sutter Hill Ventures, con-
tributed $2,500 to each candidate, 
while Simone Coxe contributed 
another $2,500. 

Layton, Baker and the Coxes 
were among the donors who collec-
tively contributed about $100,000 
in the 2016 election to support the 
candidacies of Lydia Kou and Ar-
thur Keller, both of whom had also 
been endorsed by Palo Altans for 
Sensible Zoning. Helyn McLean, 
who also made large contributions 
in 2016, gave $5,000 to the DuBois 
campaign this time around, accord-
ing to the documents.

Joe Hirsch, one of the leaders of 
Palo Altans for Sensible Zoning, 
contributed $1,000 to both the Du-
Bois and to Filseth. Technologist 
Hamilton Hitchings, who worked 
on a citizens committee to update 
the city’s Comprehensive Plan, 

gave $450 to each of them.
DuBois and Filseth also received 

many smaller contributions from 
neighborhood leaders. Norman 
Beamer, president of the Crescent 
Park Residents Association, gave 
$500 to each of them. Elaine Meyer 
of University South gave $250 to 
Filseth and $255 to DuBois. 

Also supporting both campaigns 
are former council members Greg 
Schmid ($150), Peter Drekmeier 
($100), Emily Renzel ($50) and 
Enid Pearson ($50). Former Mayor 
Pat Burt has also contributed $250 
to the DuBois campaign. 

Boone, a former TV journalist, 
has raised a total of $660, accord-
ing to the campaign documents. 
His two largest contributions came 
from Bob Stefanski, co-founder of 
eLab Ventures, and Shailesh Rao, 
chief operating officer of Browser-
Stack, Inc., each of whom contrib-
uted $250.

At the Monday forum, he con-
trasted his contributions with those 
of his opponents in the race and 
characterized his council bid as a 
“grassroots campaign.” 

The five candidates are racing 
for the three seats on a council that 
is set to see a reduction from nine 
to seven seats. Scharff and Coun-
cilwoman Karen Holman are both 
set to term out at the end of the 
year. 

View the candidates’ lists of con-
tributors on PaloAltoOnline.com.

Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner 
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

Wolbach, Cormack lead 
race for campaign cash

Fundraising front-runners bring in about $60,000 each
by Gennady Sheyner

ELECTION 2018
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O ptions for making Palo 
Alto’s four at-grade rail-
road crossings safer, with 

the impending electrification of 
Caltrain, received a series of 
cautionary yellow lights and a 
few red ones from residents liv-
ing in neighborhoods near the 
Churchill Avenue and Palo Alto 
Avenue crossings on Wednesday 
morning.

Members of the Palo Alto City 
Council’s Rail Committee held 
a traffic-study review for po-
tentially closing two crossings: 
one at Palo Alto Avenue and the 
other at Churchill. Some resi-
dents had previously pushed to 
close the crossings to traffic, as 
expensive trenching and track 
elevation would require multiple 
homes to be removed through 
eminent domain. 

Closing the two crossings are 
among seven options the council 
is considering for redesigning 
the four Palo Alto rail intersec-
tions. Short of fully closing the 
two northern crossings, the idea 
of a partial closure could allow 
bike and pedestrian access or 
limited vehicle crossings during 
certain hours when trains are in-
frequent or are not running.

Closure proponents theorize 
that traffic from Churchill could 
be rerouted onto Embarcadero 
Road. With some construction 
to straighten bottlenecks there, 
proponents have posited that 
Embarcadero could handle the 
additional traffic.

But Rob Levitsky, an Old Palo 
Alto resident who lives adjacent 
to Embarcadero, said he con-
ducted car counts on Churchill 
and the additional traffic would 
be too great. On Sept. 21, he 
counted 400 cars per hour in 
each direction during the peak 
commute, as 10 trains passed. 
During a separate count at Em-
barcadero, he counted 800 to 
1,200 cars.

“If you close Churchill, where 
will they go? Embarcadero is 
already backed up. If you close 
Churchill, where will the bikes 
go?” he said.

Caltrain is currently electri-
fying its entire system, which 
will allow additional trains to 
operate.

“If you go up to 12 trains that 
would degrade (traffic) maybe 
another 10 percent. It makes no 
sense to close Churchill, espe-
cially at night,” Levitsky said.

Other residents said any 

rail-crossing design that ham-
pers people from going east and 
west would be unacceptable. A 
resident of the Southgate neigh-
borhood, which is adjacent to 
Churchill, said that if the cross-
ing is closed, it would add time 
to her commute by forcing her 
into backups on El Camino Real 
as she makes her way to Alma 
Street.

“It is isolating for Southgate 
residents,” she said.

Barbara Hazlett, a Professor-
ville resident, said it is impera-
tive to add bicycle safety to any 
crossing plan. Consultants need 
to have a robust baseline and 
analyze traffic at all crossings.

“At the end of the day, it might 
be better to leave the crossings 
as is and put in bike and pedes-
trian safety measures,” she said.

Closing the Palo Alto Avenue 
crossing was equally unpopular 

with residents in Downtown 
North.

“People are in disbelief. The 
conversation stops right there 
if you are closing off Palo Alto 
Avenue,” resident Neilson Bu-
chanan said of his discussion 
with other neighbors.

Penny Ellson of Greenmead-
ow, and Old Palo Alto resident 
Nadia Naik, co-founder of Cali-
fornians Advocating Respon-
sible Rail Design (CARRD), 
urged a slower process that 
would deeply analyze the traffic 
effects. The closure of Churchill 
would affect Charleston Road to 
the south and other crossings, 
and the city should not look at 
the design in segments but city-
wide, Ellson said.

The Community Advisory 
Panel, which is part of the pro-
cess to analyze the options and 
advise staff, does not include 

any members from Safe Route 
to Schools, a key perspective 
when considering bicycle and 
pedestrian safety, Ellson noted. 
The panel’s composition is de-
cided by staff and not the City 
Council.

Rail Committee Chairman 
Cory Wolbach and members 
Lydia Kou and Adrian Fine 
leaned heavily on staff regard-
ing the need for a thorough anal-
ysis from consultants AECOM.

“It’s very clear that we expect 
staff and the consultant team to 
use more robust data sources. 
We don’t just need to know what 
the traffic counts are at the in-
tersection crossings. We need to 
understand people’s trips, where 
they are going, the origin and 
destination data,” Wolbach said 
after the meeting.

He is in favor of slowing down 
the process. Turnover among 
city staff has made it difficult to 
get all appropriate documents in 
a timely fashion to the rail com-
mittee, council and the commu-
nity panel, he said.

“I’m committed to working 
with staff offline to make sure 
in the future the Rail Commit-
tee is more effective. This is too 
important to get wrong,” he said.

He also said it’s imperative to 
send a team to Caltrain asking to 
clarify details, such as the verti-
cal clearance required if a train 
is put over a trench. If a road 
rises up and down, how might 
that affect motorists’ behavior, 
he asked.

But equally worrisome is that 
many people in Palo Alto don’t 
have any idea about the conver-
sation taking place around these 
most important rail-design deci-
sions, he said.

“They aren’t aware yet, and 
it’s important the community 
really be involved.” 

Staff Writer Sue Dremann 
can be emailed at sdremann@
paweekly.com.

Neighborhoods
A roundup of neighborhood news edited by Sue Dremann

Upfront

CUBBERLEY RE-DESIGN ... 
Residents who want to take part in 
the vision of Cubberley Community 
Center can take part in a series of 
meetings that the city kicked off 
on this week. The 35-acre site is 
the last, largest parcel of publicly-
owned land in the city that can 
be redeveloped in the near term 
for community development. The 
aged buildings are near the end 
of their life. The plan will look at 
short- , medium- and long-term 
needs for the school district 
and the community. The next 
meeting is scheduled to be held in 
November at Cubberley Pavilion, 
4000 Middlefield Road. For more 
information, go to tinyurl.com/
yanljqkk. 

SEEKING SEMI-CENTENARIANS ... 
The Barron Park Association and 
the association’s Semi-Centennial 
Society are looking for residents 
who have lived in the Barron Park 
community for 50 years or more. 
Anyone who fits the bill or who 
knows someone who does is 
asked to contact the association at 
bpapaloalto.org/contact-us/.

BUENA VISTA HOMEWORK CLUB 
... Chalk one up to the students 
and volunteers in the Buena Vista 
homework club. They celebrated 
their first anniversary on Sept. 5. 
The club helps children through 
after-school programs at the 
Buena Vista Mobile Home Park. 
The clubhouse is in the process 
of renovation to make it a more 
spacious home for childrens’ 
learning. The program is now 
under the umbrella name of Buena 
Vista Youth Scholars Program. 
The homework club is open every 
Monday and Wednesday from 
4-5:30 p.m. at Space 22 in the 
mobile-home park.

VENTURA CANDIDATES FORUM 
... The Ventura Neighborhood 
Association will host a City Council 
candidates forum with Pat Boone 
and Alison Cormack on Sunday, 
Oct. 7 at 1:30 p.m., Ventura 
Community Center multipurpose 
room, 3990 Ventura Court.

PALY CENTENNIAL ... The Palo 
Alto Historical Association is 
joining with Palo Alto High School 
to celebrate Paly’s centennial. The 
event takes place Oct. 7 with the 
march beginning at 1 p.m. in front 
of Channing House, 850 Webster 
St. It ends at Palo Alto High School 
Centennial Plaza. Dedications and 
student performances will follow. 
More information is available at paly.
net/centennial. A map of the walk 
and to sign up, is available at goo.gl/
forms/rc3RHvmXk07FQh3v1. 
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A Toyota Corolla was hit by a northbound Caltrain in June 
2017, after it stalled on the railroad tracks at Churchill Avenue 
in Palo Alto. 

SOUTHGATE/OLD PALO ALTO/DOWNTOWN NORTH

Caltrain grade-crossing options concern neighbors
Residents debate closure of Churchill and Palo Alto avenues at the tracks 

by Sue Dremann

‘People are in 
disbelief. The 
conversation stops 
right there if you are 
closing off Palo Alto 
Avenue.’

—Neilson Buchanan, 
Downtown North resident
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Upfront

Moonlight
Run & Walk

Palo Alto Weekly

THANK 
YOU

Over 2,000 runners and walkers participated 
in the 34th annual Palo Alto Weekly 
Moonlight Run & Walk last Friday. There 
to facilitate festivities throughout the 
night were our invaluable volunteers and 
sponsors. With everyone’s help, all proceeds 
from the event will go to the Palo Alto 
Weekly Holiday Fund, which supports local 
nonprofits serving children and families. 

All proceeds of the Moonlight Run & Walk  
go to the annual Palo Alto Weekly Holiday Fund 

benefiting local nonprofits serving  
families and children.
To learn more, visit:  

www.paloaltoonline.com/holiday_fund/

Axis Personal Trainers

Bank of the West

Connoisseur Coffee

Country Sun Natural Foods

Hobee’s

House of Bagels

Oshman Family JCC

Lakin Spears

Omega Printing

Pizza My Heart

School of Rock

Ada’s Cafe

City of Palo Alto Library

Continental Caterers

Kiwanis Club of Palo Alto

Revitalize Integrated  
Body Systems

Trader Joe’s

Whole Foods

EVENT & COMMUNITY SPONSORS

DeLeon Realty
Facebook

Kaiser Permanente
Palantir

Stanford Federal Credit Union
Sutter Health/Palo Alto Medical Foundation

The Six Fifty
Wealth Architects

Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati Foundation

CORPORATE SPONSORS

Stanford Hospital
LEAD SPONSOR

A special thank you to the sponsors  
who made the event possible:

T he Palo Alto school district 
has secured more time to 
determine how to respond 

to a legal threat alleging its school 
board elections violate the Cali-
fornia Voting Rights Act.

The southern California attor-
ney who claimed in an Aug. 10 
letter that the district’s at-large 
elections are “racially polarized,” 
making it more difficult for La-
tino and Asian voters to elect can-
didates or to influence elections, 
has agreed to extend a 45-day 
statutory deadline for the district 
to respond.

The board, like many public 
bodies across the state, is now 
faced with the difficult decision 
of either agreeing to move to 
district-based elections — which 
would prompt an extensive public 
process, including hiring a spe-
cialized demographer, drawing 
trustee-area maps and adopting 
new boundaries — or defending 
itself against a potential lawsuit.

In a presentation at Tuesday’s 
school board meeting, district at-
torney William Tunick of Dannis 
Woliver Kelley, cautioned that 
there has been no successful de-
fense since the California Voting 
Rights Act was instituted, largely 
in part due to the high cost of liti-
gation. Nearly 200 school districts 
and more than 20 community col-
lege districts have moved to dis-
trict-based elections in response 
to legal threats, he said.

“There’s a real lack of prece-
dent in this area,” Tunick told the 
board. “It becomes quite a finan-
cial commitment for a district or 
a city to fight a CVRA lawsuit.”

If the board decides to change 

its election system, it would adopt 
an “intent resolution” that pro-
vides additional time to develop 
and adopt trustee-area maps, 
Tunick said. The attorney who 
sent the August letter, Alexander 
Tomescu of Laguna Niguel law 
firm Wewer & Lacy, is entitled to 
reimbursement of up to $30,000 
in this process.

The district does not know the 
identity of the plaintiffs Tomescu 
is representing, board President 
Ken Dauber told the Weekly.

Steve Chessin, president of Cal-
ifornians for Electoral Reform, 
worked with the city of Menlo 
Park last year to adopt a district-
based voting system after the city 
received a similar legal threat. In 
public comment Tuesday, Ches-
sin urged the school board to 
adopt the intent resolution to buy 
more time — 90 days, he said — 
without committing to a change 
in its election system. He sug-
gested opening a “dialogue” with 
Tomescu to see if he’s open to 
negotiating a binding agreement 
that limits the district’s liability to 
$30,000.

The board should also hire an 
expert to determine whether ra-
cially polarized voting does ex-
ist in the school district, Chessin 
said.

Parent Michelle Higgins, how-
ever, urged the board to “stand 
strong” against the legal threat, 
arguing it’s “highly improbable” 
that moving to district elections 
would “actually result in a more 
racially diverse school board.”

She suggested two con-
crete changes to “address a 
real issue of minority voting 

disenfranchisement in our school 
board elections:” to allow East 
Palo Alto parents of students in 
the district’s Voluntary Transfer 
Program, or Tinsley program, to 
vote in board elections; and to 
set campaign spending limits to 
“open the door to candidates who 
lack the connections to raise the 
funds required to run a race in 
Palo Alto.”

The board members, which 
prior to Tuesday had only dis-
cussed this legal threat in closed 
session, did not indicate in what 
direction they might be leaning. 
They assured the community that 
they’re taking the issue seriously 
and plan to proceed deliberately 
and transparently.

“It’s important that we take our 
time on this,” said board member 
Melissa Baten Caswell. “Any de-
cision that’s made is going to im-
pact not just the community now 
and the board today. It will take 
it out into the future indefinitely.”

They encouraged members of 
the public to share their perspec-
tives on the district’s election sys-
tem in future public meetings or 
via email at board@pausd.org.

In an interview, Dauber said 
the district is in discussions with 
Tomescu but has not yet set a defi-
nite timeline for its response.

Tomescu’s letter notes that a La-
tino school board candidate lost 
in 2014 and a candidate of Asian 
descent lost in 2016. Tomescu 
does not identify the candidates, 
but Gina Dalma, who was born 
and raised in Mexico, ran and 
lost in 2014. In 2016, candidate 

EDUCATION

School board proceeds cautiously  
on elections legal threat

District faces potential lawsuit over California Voting Rights Act
by Elena Kadvany

(continued on page 16)

H ousing advocates scored a 
rare victory in Palo Alto 
on Wednesday night, 

when the city’s first affordable-
housing development in seven 
years received a critical zone 
change from the Planning and 
Transportation Commission.

By a 6-0 vote, with Doria 
Summa absent, the commission 
agreed to apply the city’s newly 
created “affordable-housing com-
bining district” to a project by the 
nonprofit Palo Alto Housing at 
3705 El Camino Real, near Wil-
ton Avenue. The zoning district, 
which the City Council created 

earlier this year specifically to 
encourage construction of below-
market-rate housing, will allow 
the 65-apartment complex for 
individuals making between 30 
percent and 60 percent of area 
median income. Sixteen of these 
units will be designated for adults 
with developmental disabilities.

If approved by the council, 
the development in the Ventura 
neighborhood would become 
only the second significant mul-
tifamily residential project to 
win approval this year and the 
only one to consist exclusively of 
below-market-rate housing.

The project also is seeking a 
waiver from the city’s require-
ment for ground-floor retail, as 
permitted under the overlay or-
dinance. The ground floor would 
include a management office, 
a mailroom, bike storage and a 
computer lab. There also would 
be a floor with a community 
room, a gym and laundry facili-
ties, according to the application.

Though planning commis-
sioners were somewhat skeptical 
about the new overlay zone ear-
lier this year (the council created 

Affordable-housing project wins  
key zone change

Planning and Transportation Commission grants zone change  
to Palo Alto Housing for El Camino development

by Gennady Sheyner

HOUSING

(continued on page 15)
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investigation.

SUPRIYA GAVANDE
Cell: 650.556.3890

www.SupriyaGavande.com

License# 01856590

D
owntown living awaits at this rarely available complex just 
steps away from shops and restaurants. Ideally located on 
the ground level of the classic Villa Capri Aire community, 

this spacious 2-bedroom, 2-bath upscale mid-century modern 
condominium has been renovated from top to bottom. Plus, with 
end-unit position and wrap-around gardens that include front and 
rear patios ideal for outdoor living, it feels more like a standalone 
home. Hardwood floors throughout, freshly painted interiors and 
cabinets, refinished kitchen counters, and new lighting create a 
stylish setting ready to move right in and enjoy. In-unit laundry 
and garage parking add the finishing touches to this spacious 
home. Boasting excellent local schools, it is perfect for growing 
families, along with those starting out, downsizing, or investors. 
Located on prestigious magnolia-lined University Avenue in the 
desirable Crescent Park neighborhood, with some of Palo Alto’s 
finest estates, this is indeed a very special place to call home.

DETAILS OF THE HOME:

• 2 bedroom, 2 bath, approximately 1313 sf, 
1-car garage

• Ground floor, end unit
• Perfect layout for indoor/outdoor California 

living and entertaining
• 2 large front and rear patios with large 

sliding glass doors
• Front entrance via a garden courtyard with 

reflecting fountain  and convenient second 
entrance from kitchen door

• Hardwood floors throughout, modern 
designer lighting, freshly painted interior

• Spacious living room, dining room, master 
suite

• In-unit laundry closet for full size washer 
and dryer

• Abundance of storage
• Excellent Palo Alto schools: Addison ES, 

Greene MS, Palo Alto HS
• Close to major Silicon Valley commuter 

routes. Walk or bike to everything…

OFFERED AT $1,699,000

www.798University.com

798 UNIVERSITY AVE, PALO ALTO
UPSCALE SPACIOUS AND RARELY AVAI�BLE MID-CENTURY
MODERN CONDOMINIUM AT C�SSIC VIL� CAPRI AIRE

FRI 9:30-1:00pm

FRI, 5-7pm

SAT & SUN, 1-5pm

OPEN

HOUSE
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Authorities on Sept. 22 discovered Wamaitha Kaboga-Miller’s body 
in her silver Mercedes Benz, which had veered off of Eastbound 
Highway 84 just past Thornton Avenue in Newark and come to rest 
down an embankment covered by trees and brush. Law enforcement 
had been responding to a separate accident that occurred near 
Kaboga-Miller’s car. 

Upfront

Are you a long-time home owner, 

considering your future lifestyle wants, 

needs and dreams? There is a lot to try to 

figure out when thinking about downsizing: 

options like re-purposing your home 

to better work for you, remodeling, or 

have you considered adding an accessory 

dwelling unit to generate some passive 

income or to accommodate additional 

family members?

I am hosting an event 

with a dynamic panel 

of speakers addressing 

this very topic. It is 

called Making the 

Most of Your Home Wealth and my talk will 

be focusing on some ideas to help people 

figure out if they want to stay in their home, 

or move. I am sure you will find this event 

both informative as well as interesting.

DOWNSIZING BY DESIGN
By Siobhan O’Sullivan

For more information, contact Siobhan O’Sullivan,  

License #01298824, at Alain Pinel Realtors on 650-776-5445.

Join us on Saturday 29th at 10am-11.30am at the Menlo Park  
Chamber of Commerce at 1100 Merrill Street, Menlo Park, CA.

RSVP is as easy as a text, call or email. 650-776-5445 or sos@osullivanteam.com.
Seating is limited so reach out if you wish to attend.

 I hope to see you there!

Oaks Among Us 
& 

Other California Plants
Tree Talk with Dr. Matt Ritter

At Eastside College Prep Theater

East Palo Alto

INFORMATION AND TICKETS: CANOPY.ORG

Saturday, October 13, 2018 | 9:30am to 12:30pm

VERY 
REAL
LOCAL 
NEWS #PressOn

Print or online subscription starts at only $5 /month
Visit: PaloAltoOnline.com/user/subscribe/

subsidy in both the downtown and 
California Avenue programs to 
employees earning up to $70,000 a 
year. The new cap is still in line with 
the TMA’s funding agreement with 
the city of Palo Alto, which speci-
fies the $120,000 in current funding 
must be used solely for low-income 
persons. The low-income threshold 
for a family of four is defined as 
$84,000 a year, directors noted.

The new cap is intended to allow 
the participation of shift managers, 
who would enroll in the program 
and then educate their employees, 
the directors noted. 

Zelkha said interest in the Cali-
fornia Avenue area appears to be 
strong. In advance of proposing the 
expansion, Palantir queried more 
than 120 businesses in the area to 
gauge interest. The company found 
much support among many.

Palo Alto City Councilman Cory 
Wolbach, who attended the TMA 
meeting, praised the expansion. 

“On behalf of the council, it’s an 
important step,” he said.

But he — and Zelkha — stressed 
that as the program grows, the 
board must find funding for a per-
manent program.

Some ways might include 
bringing in representatives from 
Palo Alto Medical Foundation, 
Town & Country and the local 
dentists’ association as strong 
anchors, both on the board 
of directors and as financial 
contributors. 

Another idea is to run a shuttle 
from East Palo Alto to downtown or 
California Avenue, Wolbach said. 

More information on the TMA’s 
programs, including the transit-
pass subsidy, can be found at palo-
altotma.org.

Staff Writer Sue Dremann 
can be emailed at sdremann@
paweekly.com.

Cal Ave
(continued from page 5)

pronounced her dead at the scene.
The 66-year-old was considered 

at-risk because she recently had 
back surgery, couldn’t walk far 
without a walker and was without 
oxycodone needed to suppress the 
pain from the procedure.

She was last seen at Country 
Time Market in East Palo Alto, the 
morning of Aug. 17. Aziz Khalil, 
co-owner of the market, told the 
Weekly that she seemed incapaci-
tated and needed assistance in pull-
ing out her wallet.

Kaboga-Miller’s family and 
friends held weekly search parties 
for her in East Palo Alto and Red-
wood City earlier this month.

Her family also offered a 
$25,000 reward for information 
leading to her whereabouts.

On Monday, Sophia Kaboga-
Miller, her daughter-in-law, said 
the family wasn’t ready to issue 
any comment. They learned about 
her death on Sunday.

Dawn Billman, a neighbor, said 
she and the family had held out hope 
of finding Kaboga-Miller alive. 

“They have been my neighbors 
since I moved here in 1990. She 
was just such a happy spirit, rais-
ing two wonderful young men,” 

she said of Kaboga-Miller’s two 
adult sons, Njoroge and Clovis. 

CHP investigators are looking 
into the circumstances surround-
ing when and how Kaboga-Miller’s 
vehicle ended up off of the freeway, 
according to a CHP press release.

Family and friends have said 
they don’t understand why license 
plate readers on the bridge did not 
pick up her car.

CHP spokesman Officer Manuel 
Leal said on Wednesday that the 
bridge does not have license-plate 
readers for cars heading east, the 
direction in which Kaboga-Miller 
was driving. The readers are only 
directed at westbound traffic at the 
toll booths. Leal said he is looking 
into whether there are cameras on 
eastbound traffic, he said. 

Palo Alto police spokeswoman 
Janine De la Vega wrote in an 
email on Wednesday that the de-
partment had followed up on all 
possible avenues.

“Our detectives checked cam-
eras on the span of the bridge, and 
those cameras did not have suffi-
cient enough resolution to detect 
Kaboga-Miller’s vehicle.

“We feel terrible for her family 
and wish this would have had a 
positive outcome,” she said. 

Staff Writer Sue Dremann 
can be emailed at sdremann@
paweekly.com.

Kaboga-Miller
(continued from page 5)
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Upfront

it despite the commission’s ob-
jections), on Wednesday they 
were overwhelmingly in support 
of the first project to apply for it.

Commission Chair Ed Lau-
ing characterized the Palo Alto 
Housing proposal as exactly the 
type of development the city 
should encourage. Commis-
sioner Przemek Gardias lauded 
the nonprofit for making the eco-
nomics work for a project that 
could accommodate individuals 
well below the area median in-
come and said he hopes the proj-
ect “becomes a model for further 
development.”

Vice Chair Susan Monk not-
ed that the project would give 
teachers, restaurant workers and 
landscapers a rare chance to 
live close to where they work. 
She also said she was heartened 
by the support the project has 
received from the wider com-
munity, as evidenced by the let-
ters the commissioners received 
and the roughly dozen speakers 
who addressed the commission 
Wednesday to advocate for the 
project.

“I don’t think we should be 
treating housing as a luxury, and 
we’re far behind on our housing 
production as a state,” Monk 
said. “We are seeing people liv-
ing on the streets in numbers that 
just keep growing. We do need 

to do our part to address that 
problem.”

For Palo Alto Housing, which 
develops affordable-housing 
projects and manages Palo Al-
to’s below-market-rate program, 
the project would be its first 
built in the city since the 45-unit 
Treehouse development on West 
Charleston Road in 2011. It at-
tempted to build 60 apartments 
for low-income seniors and 12 
single-family homes on Maybell 
Avenue in 2013, but city voters 
by referendum overturned the 
council-approved zone change 
that would have allowed it. 

Though most speakers on 
Wednesday supported the proj-
ect, residents of the Ventura 
neighborhood have expressed 
mixed feelings and have called 
on the council to make sure the 
new project doesn’t create traffic 
and parking congestion on their 
roads. Todd Lewis, who owns 
two buildings across the street 
from the property, suggested 
that the proposed four-story 
building is too massive and that 
its 41 parking spots would be 
insufficient.

The building, he said, is going 
to be “very imposing for every-
one in that area” and cause a lot 
of problems for the local com-
munity, he said.

Ventura resident Ken Joye 
was more sanguine about the 
proposal.

“I know fellow neighbors of 
mine are concerned about the 

impacts of parking,” Joye said. 
“I’m confident Palo Alto Hous-
ing will work with us and make 
sure it’s not a huge problem.”

The new overlay district 
would apply to a site that was 
previously zoned “service com-
mercial” and that historically 
has accommodated retail and 
auto services. Resident Bob 
Moss took issue with the zone 
change, which he argued would 
violate the city’s Comprehensive 
Plan and El Camino Real design 
guidelines.

Kelsey Baines, a psychologist 
at Veteran Affairs Palo Alto 
Health Care System’s Palo Alto 
campus, was one of more than 
a dozen people who urged the 
commission to support the zone 
change Wednesday night.

“We want to build more units 
and be creative about the ways 
we do that in order to get people 
into housing because there’s a lot 
of people who are really suffer-
ing and struggling,” Baines said.

Commissioners saw the proj-
ect as one that both fulfills an ur-
gent community need and a key 
council goal. With their approval 
at hand, the project now heads to 
the Architectural Review Board, 
which will consider the design 
of the building on Oct. 4. The 
proposal is then scheduled to go 
to the council for final approval 
later in the year. 

Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner 
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

Affordable housing
(continued from page 12)

Safety issues, particularly 
in Paly’s 200 building and the 
new Media Arts Center, have 
been “ongoing for years,” with 
teachers repeatedly asking for 
working intercoms and blinds 
to cover windows, the complaint 
states. Some teachers have made 
or brought their own curtains to 
cover classroom windows, ac-
cording to the complaint.

Following a February lock-
down training with the Palo Alto 
Police Department, the English 
department put together a list 
of safety requests, including in-
stalling dark curtains or roller 
shades in the 200 and Media 
Arts Center buildings; fixing in-
tercoms and ensuring all rooms 
have working phones; installing 
door locks that can be locked 
from the inside; and ensuring 
all classrooms on campus have 
the same emergency bag system.

More safety issues surfaced 
after a shooting hoax that 
prompted a campus lockdown in 
March, when it “again became 
evident that our facilities fall 
short in providing a safe envi-
ronment for staff and students,” 
the teachers wrote.

In June, the school board allo-
cated $111,399 for a contract to 
replace Paly’s bell and speaker 
system.

The complaint also raises 

concerns about Paly’s fire-drill 
exit protocol, which hasn’t 
changed as the school’s popula-
tion has grown over the years, 
the teachers note. They describe 
a walkway onto the football 
field, where the entire school 
gathers during a fire drill — in-
cluding during false alarms, of 
which there were three in the 
first four weeks of school — as 
“the funnel of death.”

Paly senior Caroline Furrier, 
the student representative to the 
school board, said at Tuesday’s 
board meeting that there have 
been two false fire alarms this 
week alone.

Superintendent Don Austin 
said at the meeting that false 
fire alarms are a “front-burner 
issue” that the district and Paly 
administration are working to 
address.

“We believe that student con-
duct that puts students in dan-
ger through these series of false 
alarms is completely unaccept-
able,” Austin said.

In an email to the Weekly, 
Tokheim said there have been 
some changes in response to 
their complaint, including new 
blinds on doors, working inter-
coms and the in-progress instal-
lation of working phones.

“It seems the district has fi-
nally heard us and is taking our 
concerns seriously,” she said. 

Staff Writer Elena Kadvany 
can be emailed at ekadvany@
paweekly.com.

Campus safety
(continued from page 8)
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Upfront

Thieves hit Apple store 
Tens of thousands of dollars in electronics were stolen from the 

downtown Palo Alto Apple store over the weekend, police said 
Monday. (Posted Sept. 24, 2:46 p.m.)

Hundreds attend vigil for Blasey Ford
Hundreds of people packed four corners of a major Palo Alto 

intersection on Sunday night for a candlelight vigil in support of 
Christine Blasey Ford, a Palo Alto resident and university profes-
sor whose sexual assault allegations against Supreme Court nomi-
nee Brett Kavanaugh have thrown his confirmation into turmoil. 
(Posted Sept. 24, 8:48 a.m.)

Crowds converge at Baylands for Moonlight Run
Excitement filled the air Friday, Sept. 21, at the Palo Alto Bay-

lands where the Moonlight Run & Walk returned for a 34th year, 
taking an estimated 2,000 participants on scenic routes for a ben-
efit under mostly clear skies. (Posted Sept. 22, 8:43 a.m.)

Man convicted of beating toddler to death
A San Mateo County jury on Friday convicted an East Palo Alto 

man for the death of a 2-year-old girl, San Mateo County Chief Dep-
uty District Attorney Karen Guidotti said. (Posted Sept. 21, 5:06 p.m.)

Online This Week
These and other news stories were posted on Palo Alto Online 
throughout the week. For longer versions, go to www.PaloAlto 
Online.com/news.

investments from area employers 
and foundations to invest in future 
housing projects.

Stanford officials reiterated 
their objections on Tuesday and 
requested the board delay its vote 
on the two ordinances. Jean Mc-
Cown, Stanford’s associate vice 
president for government and 
community relations, argued that 
the ordinances would not achieve 
affordable housing in the near-
term and urged the board to con-
sider options to produce housing 
in a more expeditious manner. 

Jean Snider, the university’s 
associate vice president for real 
estate, emphasized that all em-
ployers throughout the county 
generate a need for affordable 
housing and suggested it’s un-
fair for the county to single out 
Stanford.

“The recommended fee is four 
times the Bay Area’s average 
commercial linkage fee,” Snider 
said. “How is this justified?”

Stanford also had requested that 
the supervisors, at the very least, 
include a “sunset” clause to both 
ordinances, ensuring that each 
would be repealed as soon as a de-
velopment agreement is approved.

Robert Reidy, Stanford’s vice 
president for land, buildings and 
real estate, requested in a letter 
that discussions of the potential 
agreement begin as soon as pos-
sible. He proposed that the board 
appoint two supervisors to serve 
on an ad hoc committee that 
would negotiate with Stanford. 
A draft agreement would then be 
presented for formal hearings on 
Stanford’s 2018 general-use per-
mit application, which the board 
plans to take up early next year.

The university also alleges that 
the fee of $68.50 per square foot 
is “excessive,” “unsupported,” and 
based on a study that suffers from 
“serious mathematical and logi-
cal errors.” If these errors were 
corrected, the nexus study would 
support a maximum fee of no 
more than $17 to $20, according 
to Stanford.

Specifically, the county study 
on which the $68.50 fee is based 
assumes that the initial funding 
to build affordable housing is a 
permanent subsidy rather than 
a loan that gets repaid over the 
lifetime of the project, Stanford’s 
letter states. The university also 
claims that the study overstates 
land-acquisition costs and that it 
bases its fee on housing demand 
outside of the county’s jurisdic-
tional boundaries.

Stanford also protested that the 
new inclusionary rules are “unfair 
and unsupported” and that the or-
dinance ignores “the significant 
contributions that Stanford makes 
in providing this affordable hous-
ing.” The university specifically 
took issue with a rule that doubles 
the requirement for below-mar-
ket-rate housing from 16 percent 
to 32 percent when Stanford con-
verts existing market-rate housing 
rather than builds new units.

While the ordinance intends 

to spur more construction of 
below-market-rate housing, Stan-
ford characterized the higher 
requirement as a “penalty that 
discourages the use of Stanford’s 
extensive stock of existing mar-
ket-rate housing to comply with 
the affordability rules, rather 
than a meaningful alternative to 
comply.”

“There is no evidentiary sup-
port for doubling the require-
ments, just because the afford-
able units are converted rather 
than constructed,” the letter from 
Stanford stated.

The board didn’t buy these ar-
guments. Board President Joe 
Simitian acknowledged that the 
Stanford fee would be higher than 
fees elsewhere. He also noted, 
however, that the fees in places 
like Palo Alto, Mountain View 
and Menlo Park have been insuf-
ficient in addressing the jobs to 
housing imbalance. 

Palo Alto has a ratio of about 
3.49 jobs per housing units — the 
highest in the county. Mountain 
View and Menlo Park each have 
a ratio of about 2.5 to 1.

“Surrounding communities 
aren’t getting the job done with 
the fees they have in place. That’s 
why we’re having this conversa-
tion,” Simitian said. “If we keep 
doing what we’re doing, we’ll keep 
getting what we got, which is a 2.5 
or 3.5 jobs-housing imbalance.”

Simitian also rejected Stan-
ford’s criticism about being 
uniquely — and, hence, unfairly 
— targeted by the new ordinanc-
es. Stanford, he observed, is in-
deed unique in that it has about 
4,000 acres of developed space.

“When we look at the county, 
we don’t have another one of these 
because we appropriately push 
development into incorporated 
communities,” said Simitian, 
whose district includes Palo Alto.

The debate over broader hous-
ing policies is also expected to 
continue next year, as the board 
reviews Stanford’s ambitious ap-
plication to build up to 2.275 mil-
lion square feet of academic space 
and 3,150 new housing units (a 
combination of apartments and 
student beds) by 2035 as part of 
its 2018 general-use permit ap-
plication. Earlier this year, the 
county responded to community 

demands for more housing by 
commissioning an analysis that 
considers two additional alterna-
tives, each requiring significantly 
more units.

During Tuesday’s more narrow 
discussion, Simitian’s colleagues 
generally agreed that the county 
needs to do more to encourage 
construction of housing, particu-
larly for those with incomes at or 
below the area median income. 
Supervisor Ken Yeager called the 
lack of affordable housing “the is-
sue of our time.”

“We’ve been trying to respond. 
The county is doing more than we 
ever had relating to housing, but 
we obviously need to do more. I’d 
rather not wait to act.”

Numerous members of the pub-
lic, including housing advocates 
and local leaders, also encouraged 
the board to act. Mountain View 
Mayor Lenny Siegel (speaking for 
himself and not the city) said the 
new inclusionary-zoning require-
ment has the potential to generate 
a huge amount of affordable hous-
ing as a byproduct of Stanford’s 
expansion.

The university, he said, should 
not be allowed to shift the impact 
of its growth onto other commu-
nities, he said.

“Stanford is the root of the jobs-
housing imbalance,” Siegel said. 
“They aren’t being singled out; 
they’re jumping out. They have 
more land than Mountain View.”

Even in approving the two or-
dinances, the board left the door 
open for revising or even repeal-
ing them, should the county ap-
prove a development agreement 
with Stanford. Simitian included 
in his motion a clause that explic-
itly authorizes the board to “sus-
pend, amend or rescind” the new 
rules at a future date, pending an 
agreement.

“I remain optimistic that the 
discussion will continue with 
Stanford,” Supervisor Dave Cor-
tese said. “I’m looking at this as 
essentially a package that could 
be superseded by something 
more attractive to all of us down 
the road.” 

Mountain View Voice 
Staff Writer Kevin Forestieri 
contributed to this report. 
Gennady Sheyner can be emailed 
at gsheyner@paweekly.com.

Stanford
(continued from page 5)
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Visitors to Stanford University walk past the Jerry Yang and Akiko 
Yamazaki Environment and Energy Building, at right, which is made 
up of four inter-connected buildings totaling more than 500,000 
square feet. It was built in 2008 under the university’s current 
general-use permit for development.

who was finishing his doctorate 
at Stanford’s Aerospace Robotics 
Lab in 2016 and another who was 
a doctoral candidate in neurosci-
ence at the School of Medicine that 
year.

Courses range in price from 
$650 to $750, according to the In-
sted website.

Insted was advertised in a 2014 
Addison newsletter as a 501(c)3 
nonprofit organization “started by 
parents and visionary educators. 
Insted provides an after-school, 
academic program that serves 
schools, parents and children who 
want to learn in a world class en-
vironment powered by premier 
educational technology.”

Addison Principal Amanda 
Boyce said that the program was 
held off campus, so she did not 
know how many Addison students 
have participated in Insted nor did 
she know for how many years it 
has operated.

From 2014 to 2016, Insted served 
10 students each year, and last year 
it served five students, including 
some from the Ravenswood City 
School District in East Palo Alto, 
Boyd said. 

Boyd’s work history differs 
slightly between his resume and 
his LinkedIn profile. Prior to In-
sted, Boyd states on his resume, 
he worked as the director of tech-
nology for the University of Cali-
fornia, Davis Graduate Studies 
Department from 2010 to 2011. He 
worked as either a lead technology 
manager or a contributor — ac-
cording to his resume and Linke-
dIn profile, respectively — for the 
Health Improvement Plan at Stan-
ford University School of Medicine 
from 2011 to 2012. From 2004 to 
2010, he was a project manager for 
the California State Compensation 
Insurance Fund, his resume states.

He states on his LinkedIn that 
he is also general partner at Au-
tomation Research. Automation 
Research is also not listed on 
the Secretary of State’s business  
database. 

Boyd
(continued from page 7)

Srinivasan Subramanian, who is 
of Indian descent, withdrew two 
months before the election. In an 
email to the Weekly, Tomescu de-
clined to clarify which Asian can-
didate he was referring to “since 
this is a pending matter that may 
lead to litigation.”

Issues of “school segregation” 
and protecting the rights of mi-
nority students came up in both 
elections, Tomescu wrote in the 
letter, and continue to be present 
in the current board election.

Tomescu also cites the “racially 
charged” debate over the propos-
al to rename one of two middle 
schools after Fred Yamamoto, 
a Japanese-American graduate 

of Palo Alto High School and 
World War II hero who shared a 
surname with an unrelated Japa-
nese admiral who planned the at-
tack on Pearl Harbor in 1941. The 
proposal sparked friction between 
members of different Asian ethnic 
groups in Palo Alto, with calls for 
the board to take a leadership role 
in addressing racism and discrim-
ination in the school community.

Palo Alto’s student population 
is approximately 36.3 percent 
Asian and 12.7 percent Hispanic/
Latino, according to 2017-18 dis-
trict data.

The city of Palo Alto is 31 per-
cent Asian and 7.1 percent Lati-
no, according to 2016 American 
Community Survey data. 

Staff Writer Elena Kadvany 
can be emailed at ekadvany@
paweekly.com.

Legal threat
(continued from page 12)
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POLICE CALLS
Palo Alto
Sept. 19-25
Violence related
Battery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Family violence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft related
Commercial burglaries . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Fraud. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Grand theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Identity theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Shoplifting. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Vehicle related
Auto burglary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Auto theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Bicycle theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
Driving w/ suspended license . . . . . . . 8
Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Misc traffic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Parking/driving violation . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8
Vehicle accident/minor injury . . . . . . . 8
Vehicle accident/prop. damage. . . . . . 5
Vehicle impound . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Vehicle tow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

Alcohol or drug related
Drinking in public . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Driving under the influence . . . . . . . . . 4
Drunk in public . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Misc drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Possession of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Possession of paraphernalia . . . . . . . . 3
Miscellaneous
Animal call. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Casualty fall. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Criminal threats . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
False info to police . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Found property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
Lost property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Misc penal code violation . . . . . . . . . . 8
Missing person . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Other/misc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Outside assistance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Psychiatric subject . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
Suspicious circumstances . . . . . . . . . 2
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Warrant/other agency . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8
Menlo Park
Sept. 19-25
Violence related
Assault . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Battery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft related
Fraud. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Poss. of burglary tools . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle related
Auto theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Bicycle theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Driving w/ suspended license . . . . . . . 3
Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Parking/driving violation . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Vehicle accident/minor injury . . . . . . . 2
Vehicle accident/no injury . . . . . . . . . . 2

Vehicle accident/prop. damage. . . . . . 1
Alcohol or drug related
Drunk in public . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Possession of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Possession of paraphernalia . . . . . . . . 4
Under influence of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Miscellaneous
Disturbance. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Found property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Info case . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Juvenile problem. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Lost property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Medical aid . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Mental evaluation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8
Missing person . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Outside assistance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Probation violation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Property for destruction . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Warrant arrest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8

VIOLENT CRIMES 
Palo Alto
33 Encina Ave., 9/18, 5:12 p.m.; 
battery/simple.
2100 Block Louis Road, 9/18, 11:13 
a.m.; battery/simple.
Clark Way, 9/22, 9:30 a.m.; family 
violence.

Menlo Park
700 Block Laurel St., 9/22, 7:59 a.m.; 
sexual assault.
800 Block Hamilton Ave., 9/22, 10:13 
a.m.; spousal abuse/domestic assault.
1100 Block Henderson Ave., 9/24, 
10:58 a.m.; battery.

CANDIDATES FORUMS
SANTA CLARA COUNTY 
SHERIFF
Monday, Oct. 8  7:00 - 8:30 p.m.
Cupertino Community Hall
10350 Torre Avenue, Cupertino

Presented by the Leagues of Women 
Voters of Santa Clara County.

PALO ALTO CITY COUNCIL
Tuesday, Oct. 9  7:00 - 8:30 p.m.
First Congregational Church
1985 Louis Road, Palo Alto

Co-sponsored by: First Congregational 
Church of Palo Alto, Palo Alto Branch of 
AAUW, Congregation Beth Am

PROS and CONS

Presentation of arguments for & against November 2018 Ballot Measures

Friday, Oct. 5  2:00 p.m.
Avenidas at Cubberley Community 
Center

Tuesday, Oct. 9  11:30 a.m.
Woman’s Club of Palo Alto
475 Homer Ave., Palo Alto

Thursday, Oct. 11  7:00 p.m.
Channing House
850 Webster St., Palo Alto

Sunday, Oct. 14  3:00 p.m.
Congregation Beth Am, Beit Kehillah
26790 Arastradero Rd., Los Altos Hills

Saturday, Oct. 20  2:00 p.m.
Palo Alto Downtown Library
270 Forest Ave., Palo Alto

Pros and Cons public events co-sponsored 
by: Avenidas, Woman’s Club of Palo Alto, 
Channing House, Congregation Beth Am, 
Palo Alto Branch of AAUW, Palo Alto City 
Library & ACLU MidPeninsula Chapter

Election Events for Nov. 6, 2018 General Election

Palo Alto Ballot Measure F (Health Care)

Sunday, Oct. 7  11:40 am - 12:30 pm
First Congregational Church, 
Harmony Hall 
1985 Louis Rd, Palo Alto

Co-sponsored by: First Congregational 
Church of Palo Alto

QUESTIONS:  LWVpresentations@lvwpaloalto.org  
or call 650-903-0600  |  lwvpaloalto.org

OF PALO ALTO 
PRESENTS

Pulse
A weekly compendium 
of vital statistics

Fresh news  
delivered daily

Sign up today at  

PaloAltoOnline.com
Today’s local news, sports & hot picks
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Transitions
Births, marriages and deaths

Robert L. Nedd
Robert “Bob” Luis (Matamoros) 

Nedd, a longtime resident of Palo 
Alto, died Sept. 19. He was 93, and 
resided in Palo Alto for over 60 
years.

He was born 
in San Fran-
cisco on Aug. 
8, 1925 and 
raised there by 
his mother and 
grandmother. 
He took on his 
stepfather’s last 
name, Nedd, af-
ter his mother got remarried.

He played basketball while at-
tending Commerce High School 
and joined the Army Air Corps af-
ter graduating. There, he traveled 
to different air bases swimming 
for his Corps Team. He went on 
to receive a bachelor’s degree in 
Business from the University of 
San Francisco, and also worked for 
Wells Fargo Bank where he met his 
wife Dolores Josephine Mibelli. 
They got married on June 13, 1948.

The pair lived in San Francisco 
for a few years, as he worked as a 
comptroller for Schenley Liquors. 
They eventually moved to Palo 
Alto in 1952 and had a daughter 
and a son. He then began work at 
Juilliard Alpha Liquor Company as 
a comptroller.

He began playing handball at 35, 
and was inducted into the Northern 
California Handball Hall of Fame 
and won at doubles in U.S. National 
tournaments in the age 75+ brack-
et. He also liked playing golf, and 
made many friends playing sports 
all over the world.

In his 50s, he fulfilled a long-
held wish and learned to fly when 
his daughter worked at the Palo 
Alto Airport. 

He is survived by wife of 70 
years, Dolores Josephine Mibelli, 
of Palo Alto; children Donna 
(Clyde) Pendleton and Gary Rob-
ert (Theresa) Nedd, of Palo Alto; 
five grandchildren; and seven 
great-grandchildren.

In lieu of flowers, donations can 
be made to the Childhood Cancer 
Research c/o St. Baldrick’s Foun-
dation (stbaldricks.org) or a charity 
of the donor’s choice.

John S. Lynd
John “Jack” Smart Lynd, Los 

Altos resident and architect of 
multiple buildings in Palo Alto, 
died Sept. 2 at age 88.

He was raised 
by a father in the 
air force, and 
moved often. 
Before he was in 
seventh grade, 
he had lived in 
all 48 continen-
tal states.

He attend-
ed Sidwell 
Friends School in Washington, 
D.C., and Lowell High School in 
San Francisco, then went on to at-
tend UC Berkeley. He majored in 

architecture and became president 
of the Sigma Alpha Epsilon Frater-
nity. He married Marilyn Hamlyn, 
his high school sweetheart, and fol-
lowing his graduation, served in the 
air force from 1952 to 1954.

He began his architecture career 
as the only full time employee of 
the Stanford planning department, 
and eventually became the associ-
ate director. He was involved in 
several projects during the growth 
of Stanford from 1954 to 1969, 
including White Memorial Plaza, 
Maples Pavilion and the Stanford 
Radio Telescope “dish.” He went 
on to become Vice President of 
Ernest J. Kump Associates of Palo 
Alto, then the Senior Vice Presi-
dent of John Carl Warnecke & As-
sociates. He later partnered with 
Dale Sprankle and Bob Sprauge to 
create Sprankle, Lynd & Sprauge 
until his departure in 1989. He 

then consulted until his retirement 
in 1992. He was also a passionate 
yachtsman, traveler and golfer.

He and his wife had three chil-
dren. He remarried Jane Butterfield 
Pringle, fellow widower, mother of 
two and family friend, in 1974. 

He is survived by five children, 
Kevan Lynd (Lynne Knox) of Los 
Angeles; Dayna Lynd-Pugh (Steve) 
of Gilroy; Stewart Pringle of San 
Francisco; Douglas Pringle of Cap-
itola; and Stacy Reitmeir (Jeff) of 
Los Altos.  He is also survived by 
his six grandchildren, three great-
grandchildren and cousin Bob 
Lynd (Nancy) of New Mexico.

Private family services will be 
held at Alta Mesa Funeral Home 
& Cemetery.  In lieu of flowers, 
donations can be made to the do-
nor’s charity of choice. Notes and 
condolences may be posted to  
www.altamesafuneralhome.com.

®
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Donald Lorents, long-
time resident of Palo Alto, 
CA, passed away August 
3rd. Dr. Lorents pursued a 
distinguished career at SRI 
International in experimental 
and theoretical atomic and 
molecular physics, including 
electron-atom and ion-atom 
collisions. He also served for 
ten years as Director of the 
Molecular Physics Laboratory 
(MPL) at SRI. In 1972 he 
demonstrated a unique example 
of the practical benefits of basic research, when he used his 
experience with scattering experiments on He2+ and Ar2+ 
to formulate the excitation mechanism for production 
of excited states in dense rare gases, which is the basis 
for rare-gas excimer lasers. This led to an extensive laser 
development and application program that was a major 
part of MPL’s activity for the next 10 years. Later, he led a 
program to produce, characterize, and use carbon fullerene 
molecular clusters and their derivatives. He was named 
an SRI Fellow in 1985 in recognition of his work in high 
energy laser development, and was inducted into the SRI 
Alumni Hall of Fame in 2013. 

Don was born in Bagley, Minnesota in 1929. He received 
his undergraduate degree in mathematics at Concordia 
College, where he met his wife Doris, then went on to 
complete his PhD in physics at University of Nebraska. He 
enjoyed many hobbies including biking, hiking, skiing, 
genealogy, cactus gardening, and music. He sang in the 
choir at the Unitarian Universalist Church of Palo Alto, 
was a founding member of the SRI Institooters band, and 
played trumpet in the Peninsula Symphonic Band.  

Don was pre-deceased by his wife of 60 years, Doris 
Lorents (nee Bry). He spent the last five years of his life in 
the company of Elizabeth (Jake) Feinler a friend and loving 
companion to the end. He is survived by his brother, Alden 
Lorents (Olivia Lorents); his two daughters, Christine 
Lorents (Barbara Kibbe) and Nancy Perkins; and three 
granddaughters, Kaelyn Perkins, Karolina Perkins, and 
Rachel Jansen.

A memorial is planned for November 11th, 3:00 - 5:00 
p.m at the Unitarian Universalist Church, 505 E Charleston 
Rd., Palo Alto, CA.

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Donald Christian Lorents
March 26, 1929 - August 3, 2018

Marjorie Maude McClure 
Pittman, our adventurous 
mother, sister, and friend, 
had a stroke and died 17 days 
later in her home with her 
two daughters by her side. 
She leaves us a lifetime of 
memories of the things she 
loved—penning long letters, 
painstakingly tracking 
down family genealogy, 
attending the theater, ballet, 
and art museums. She 
cherished her children and 
friends, laughing with her 
brother over the phone, visiting his family in Deer Isle, 
ME, and traveling to Europe, Asia, Russia, and South 
and Central America. 

Nature was an endless delight and she introduced each 
of her four children to the hiking trails of New England’s 
White Mountains and the granite basins of Yosemite. 
When we couldn’t join her, she backpacked solo and told 
us of hiking the narrow ridge of Clouds Rest, rafting the 
Colorado River, and standing on top of Machu Picchu. 

A native of Fort Dodge, IA, Marjorie attended Radcliffe 
College in Cambridge, MA. At the end of her sophomore 
year, she married Joseph Garretson Pittman and they 
settled in Newton, MA. They had four children. After 
a divorce, she returned to Radcliffe, earned a degree in 
psychology, and relocated to Palo Alto, CA where she 
found friends and a position at Stanford Hospital as a 
technician in the nascent field of echocardiography. She 
was a member of the Unitarian Church in Palo Alto and 
continued to travel and backpack (hiking up the backside 
of Half Dome in her 50s) until the onset of dementia.

She is survived by her children Dirk Samuel Pittman of 
Morgan Hill, CA, Elisabeth Channing Griffin (Stephen 
Griffin) of Washington D.C., and Jennifer Rich Pittman 
of Soquel, CA; grandchild Michael Llewellyn Griffin 
of Champaign, IL; her brother Gordon Floyd McClure, 
his wife Judith Vivell of New York City; nieces Auden 
and Sarah McClure and nephew Damon McClure. She 
is predeceased by her parents, Dorothy Rich McClure 
and Samuel Merlin McClure; and her eldest son Joseph 
Garretson Pittman Jr. of Palo Alto. She will be buried in 
Fort Dodge.

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Marjorie McClure Pittman
February 28, 1933 – June 3, 2018
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Business Registry 
unneeded?
Editor,

At a recent City Council Policy 
and Services meeting, our city 
manager, Mr. James Keene, re-
vealed why Palo Alto’s Business 
Registry has had such a slow start 
and, after four years, still so in-
complete that the data is not reli-
able: Mr. Keene didn’t want it.

Mr. Keene presented a vigor-
ous and quite lengthy argument 
against having a Palo Alto Busi-
ness Registry. His recommenda-
tion was to take this concept back 
to the council to discuss if and 
why they might want a business 
registry, how it could be used and 
who would be permitted access to 
the data. In other words, go back 
to the beginning.

Mr. Keene stated that not only 
had no one ever asked for this data, 
he himself had never needed this 
information during his entire time 
as city manager. Nor had he in any 
of his seven prior city government 
positions. Mr. Keene also noted 
that some might be disappointed 
with the results of the data collect-
ed by a business registry. I leave it 
to the reader to figure out which 
constituency he was referring to. 

Mr. Keene concluded his argu-
ments by stating that his own staff 
has the expertise and competence 
to design an efficient business reg-
istry themselves. It could have been 
up and running within a year pro-
ducing the data the council wanted. 

If council wants a business 
registry, the council should come 
back and tell him which other lo-
cal city has a successful one, and 
he will take a look at it.

Margaret Heath
Cornell Street, Palo Alto

What a polygraph means
Editor,

As a criminal defense attorney, 
and a retired public defender, I’ve 
had numerous clients submit to 
polygraph exams. In scrutinizing 
the competing narratives of Dr. 
Christine Ford and Judge Brett 
Kavanaugh, consider the follow-
ing: There’s a saying in our line 
of work — there are two types 
of polygraphs: one that a client 
passed, as Christine Ford did, and 
one that never occurred.

Brett Kavanaugh has hired a 
criminal defense attorney; there 
is apparently no statute of limita-
tions on felonies in Maryland. And 
17-year-olds can be tried as adults. 
Any criminal defense attorney 
worth his or her salt almost certain-
ly had Kavanaugh take a confiden-
tial polygraph exam. If Kavanaugh 
had passed his polygraph, one can 
be sure his attorney, and PR folks, 
would have already let the entire 
world know. 

Aram James
Park Street, Redwood City

Spectrum
Editorials, letters and opinions

Yes on school bond
Measure Z will fund the continuing upgrades 

needed in our schools

S ometimes timing is everything. Ten years ago, in the June 
2008 election and by a 77 percent margin, voters in the 
Palo Alto Unified School District overwhelmingly ap-

proved a $378 million bond measure to fund about half of the 
identified capital needs, including major projects at both high 
schools, all three middle schools and about half of the district’s 
elementary schools.

Just four months later, the economy crashed and the Great 
Recession drove interest rates down to near zero and construc-
tion costs fell dramatically. For the district and its taxpayers, this 
meant much more bang for the buck, and except for problems 
with one major contractor, the 2008 measure more than delivered 
on its promises.

With those funds now running out, the school board hopes the 
timing is right to seamlessly continue the construction program 
by asking for approval of a new $460 million bond to fund, 
among other things, new multipurpose buildings at elementary 
schools, new classrooms at the middle schools and renovation 
of Gunn’s Spangenberg Auditorium, the Paly Haymarket The-
ater and the Paly tower building. A 55 percent majority vote is 
needed. 

The estimated new tax rate, including the continuing re-pay-
ments of the 2008 bond and final years of the 1995 bond, will 
be about $100 per $100,000 of assessed valuation, or $1,000 per 
million dollars of assessed valuation (not fair market value). This 
will amount to a relatively small increase — $20 per $100,000 
— above what homeowners are currently paying.

While the district’s timing for making this ask of voters isn’t 
ideal given the financial and management turmoil of the last 
few years and the hit many taxpayers will take under the new 
tax laws, those problems don’t diminish the continuing need for 
capital improvements to the schools.

There is also a significant benefit to rolling one bond program 
into another, since personnel and construction-management pro-
cesses can continue without needing to gear up after shutting 
down the current bond program.

We hope voters — who, like us, have been frustrated with the 
district’s management failures of the last few years or who may 
feel tapped out by bond measures and the parcel tax (which only 
funds operational needs) — will recognize that most of our cam-
puses still have major needs and that funds will also eventually 
be needed to rebuild some portion of the former Cubberley High 
School site for school purposes. 

We urge a “yes” vote on Measure Z.

Yes on school Measure Y
Among the many reforms undertaken by the current Palo Alto 

Board of Education over the last two years was to place a term-
limit measure on the ballot that will limit members to two, four-
year terms in office. 

If passed by a simple majority of voters, this will mirror the 
same two-term limit that applies the Palo Alto City Council and 
many other elected bodies.

While a strong school-board tradition of voluntarily limiting 
service to eight years has prevailed for decades, it was ignored 
twice in just the last six years — by former member Camille 
Townsend, who served 13 years, and current member Melissa 
Baten Caswell, who will end up serving 13 years when her term 
expires in 2020. We think that’s too long in a community with 
so many qualified and engaged residents interested in serving.

The electoral advantages of incumbency are so great that those 
in the community who are interested in serving are discouraged 
from running until an incumbent chooses not to run. Without 
term limits, no one can plan for an election with an open seat. 

The standard argument against term limits is that voters should 
be able to decide if they wish to keep returning incumbents term 
after term and benefit from the historical knowledge a long-
serving official brings.

We think the benefits of turnover far outweigh the incremental 
value of a few more years of institutional memory. Vote “yes” 
on Measure Y. 

Editorial

The Palo Alto Weekly encourages comments on our coverage  
or on issues of local interest.

WHAT DO YOU THINK?

 Submit letters to the editor of up to 300 words to letters@paweekly.com. 
Submit guest opinions of 1,000 words to editor@paweekly.com. Include your 
name, address and daytime phone number so we can reach you.
 We reserve the right to edit contributions for length, objectionable content, 
libel and factual errors known to us. Anonymous letters will generally not be 
accepted. Submitting a letter to the editor or guest opinion constitutes a 
granting of permission to the Palo Alto Weekly and Embarcadero Media to also 
publish it online, including in our online archives and as a post on Town Square.
 For more information contact Editor Jocelyn Dong or Editorial Assistant  
Christine Lee at editor@paweekly.com or 650-326-8210.

Do you favor closing the 
Churchill Avenue rail  
crossing to cars? 

This week on Town Square
Town Square is an online discussion forum  

at PaloAltoOnline.com/square

In response to “Transportation management 
pilot planned for California Avenue area”

Posted Sept. 23 at 6:44 p.m. by Nancy Shepherd, a resident of 
Southgate

This is one of the most important solutions to current traffic 
congestion, and I’m happy to see progress. Its much in line with 
our original City Council colleagues memo from 2013 launching 
the Transit Management Association concept for Palo Alto. 

I grew up in south Marin; nobody considered driving to the of-
fice in their car across the Golden Gate Bridge. 

These are old-school concepts, so let’s keep improving public 
transit and our last-mile travel from station to office with these 
TMAs so we can become mobile in Palo Alto again.

Thank you Facebook and Palantir for the funding and the TMA 
board for the vision.

Posted Sept. 24 at 12:29 p.m. by Gail Price, a resident of Bar-
ron Park

We should celebrate TMA achievements thus far and support the 
pilot program for the California Avenue corridor. Any and all efforts 
we make to reduce reliance on single-occupancy vehicles and pro-
vide practical and convenient alternatives are critical. We can learn 
from other communities who have initiated these programs and 
options and modify and expand creative ideas that will work here. 

Mobility, accessibility and convenience will become a new stan-
dard that people will use and expect. Collectively we can create 
a healthier and sustainable community, but we all need to make 
this work. 

Please begin or continue by using alternatives ... walk, bike, 
ride-sharing, all transit forms ... that are already available.

In response to “Thieves take more than 
$100K in electronics from Apple store”

Posted Sept. 25 at 11:42 a.m. by Bob Johnson, a resident of 
Downtown North

The continued robberies at the University Avenue Apple store 
are beginning to pose a threat to public safety. Sooner or later a 
customer will be tempted to intervene as a crime is occurring, 
thus exposing himself or herself to injury from one or more of 
the criminals. (That would set up one colossal lawsuit because 
of Apple’s failure to post adequate security personnel and adopt 
protective measures.) 

What is the store security team doing to prevent these brazen 
broad-daylight acts? It’s on the edge of making me afraid to shop 
there any more.
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If you could develop an app, what would it do?
Asked in Town and Country and California Avenue in Palo Alto. Question, interviews and photographs by Cameron Rebosio.

Linda Bickham
Louis Road, Palo Alto
Retired

“I think apps sometimes replace 

personal interaction, so if I (were) 

to pick one, it would be one that 

wouldn’t replace that. I think there 

are already so many (apps); I don’t 

have a need for any new ones.”

Tao Tao
Taylor Street, San Jose
Project manager

“An app that helps you to start 

conversations with a stranger on the 

street. Sometimes you want to make 

friends, but you don’t know where 

to start.”

Patrick Toland
Park Avenue, Palo Alto
Ad executive

“It would stop fire alarms from going 

off at Paly because they go off all 

the time, and it’s like the biggest 

problem they have over there.”

Ruthann Hammer
Ramona Street, Palo Alto
Writer

“How about a nutrition app, one that 

measures the nutritional value of the 

food you consume?”

Laura Deck
California Avenue, Palo Alto
Dentist

“It would be an app to help people 

with disabilities find the services they 

need.”

W hen I first heard that Bryan Stow 
was coming to Walter Hays El-
ementary School, courtesy of the 

PTA, I knew his name sounded familiar, 
but I didn’t initially remember why. Then, 
it clicked: Bryan Stow, the San Francisco 
Giants fan, who’d been jumped and bru-
tally beaten by two Los Angeles Dodgers 
fans, following a Giants-Dodgers baseball 
game at Dodgers Stadium in 2011. 

As a former TV news reporter and a 
lifelong Giants fan, I wondered how Stow 
would share his story with the children. 
No longer in news, I work at Walter Hays 
as a Phono-Graphix reading tutor, help-
ing children learn to read, write and pre-
pare for whatever life brings. I wondered 
what lessons Stow would teach our chil-
dren, but I did not consider what he might 
teach me. 

At the assembly on Sept.14, Stow’s story 
began with music and pictures. The ‘80s 
rock anthem “Eye of the Tiger” played 
in the packed multipurpose room as we 
watched a slideshow of his life before 
March 31, 2011: an enthusiastic dad raising 
two young children, a professional para-
medic, a loving son and brother who was 
devoted to family and his favorite team, the 
Giants.

Then, the photo that I had been bracing 
for: a man, unrecognizable, swollen, in a 
hospital bed, unable to move, speak, eat or 
respond. But still, the song promised, a man 
who would persevere — “Just a man and 
his will to survive.” 

Stow said he has no memory of the ran-
dom attack or the coma that dragged on for 
three months.

“At the beginning,” said his mother, “We 
didn’t know if Bryan would ever wake 
up.” Once he did, he slowly moved from 
a wheelchair, to a walker, to crutches. He 
went to a total of five hospitals for his 
recovery. 

The children cheered, as he slowly and 
carefully demonstrated walking with a 
cane. 

“I’m still unsteady, but I am getting bet-
ter,” he said. 

“I had to learn to speak again, I had to 
learn to read again, I had to learn to write 
again, I had to learn to eat again,” Stow 
said. 

After lengthy hospital stays, he now lives 
in Capitola with his mother and father. 
Stow says he knows he will need 24/7 care 
for the rest of his life. 

“I have severe brain damage,” he said. 

“This means I can’t run, my memory is 
slower, sometimes it is difficult for me to 
think, I have a scar on my head. The medi-
cine I have to take every day makes my skin 
red. Does all this mean you should be mean 
to me and tease me?”

“NO!” shouted the children and teachers 
in rapt unison. 

“Thank you,” said Stow. “Just be kind to 
me. Everyone has differences. Just be kind. 
No more being bullies.”

“Those two bullies took away my whole 
life. Those bullies hurt my family. But I 
keep a positive attitude. My family is as 
strong as ever; you kind of have to be with 
what I have gone through.”

Stow shared some of his accomplish-
ments, including completing a 19-lap, 
quarter-mile swim challenge. But perhaps 
he is rightfully proudest of his nonprofit 
organization, The Bryan Stow Foundation. 

“I can still work to save lives, to raise 
awareness about the effects of fan vio-
lence. I am finding my mission to stop 
bullies.”

As for the two men who attacked him, 
“I know they weren’t born bad people. I 
think they made a horrible decision that 
night. Those bullies took away my whole 
life. Those bullies hurt my family. And they 
hurt their families, too.”

One child raised a hand. “Did they say 
they were sorry?”

“No,” said Stow. “They never have.” 
His mother asked him, has he forgiven 

them? 
“I think about that every day. ... Maybe 

someday.”
Stow concluded by asking everyone to 

stand and take a pledge: “Don’t be a by-
stander, be an upstander. Speak up, reach 
out, help others, lead by example.”

After the assembly, children and teachers 
flocked to thank Stow. I gave him a hug 
and told him what I had learned: “I can 
still cheer for the Giants, without having 
to jeer at the Dodgers. Life is short. It’s just 
a game.” 

Stow gave me a fist pump and another 
hug. Then I asked if doing these presen-
tations ever left him feeling physically or 
emotionally tired.

“Not at all,” he said, still smiling. “I 
could do 10 more today!”

I shared that comment with Stow’s mom.
“For a long time after the attack,” she re-

plied, “whenever people asked Bryan about 
his future, he would say, ‘I want to go back 
to being a paramedic.’ But once he started 
going to schools, his answer changed. Now 
he wants to save lives, and improve lives, 
by doing this.”

After the assembly, a colleague men-
tioned to me how sorry she felt for Stow. In 
that moment, I realized that I felt something 
other than just sorrow. I felt certain that this 
“Giant” in the community has something 
that many able-bodied people never experi-
ence: an unbeatable sense of positive pur-
pose, a drive to make the world better and 
safer for everyone.

Bryan Stow wants our children, and all 
of us, to learn that true kindness wins every 
time. 

To learn more about The Bryan Stow 
Foundation, visit bryanstowfoundation.org.

Palo Alto resident Carrie Manley can 
be reached at carrie_manley@yahoo.com. 

Guest Opinion

Streetwise

A ‘Giant’ lesson in courage and kindness 
by Carrie Manley

Check out Town Square!
Hundreds of local topics are being discussed by local residents 
on Town Square, a reader forum sponsored by the Weekly at 
PaloAltoOnline.com/square. Post your own comments, ask 
questions or just stay up on what people are talking about 
around town! 

Bryan Stow and Carrie Manley
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A weekly guide to music, theater, art, culture, books and more, edited by Karla Kane
Arts & Entertainment

Visitors to Palo Alto’s Byxbee Park 
may notice something new up 
the hill to the right of the park 

entrance. For curious human visitors, the 
more-than-40-foot-long wooden installa-
tion is a piece of public art. But people are 
not the most important creatures its creators 
hope the piece will attract. For many of the 
species that call the Baylands home, artists 
Daniel McCormick and Mary O’Brien have 
designed the work, Foraging Islands, to be a 
place of food and shelter that will eventually 
become one with the surrounding habitat. 

“There’s no wrong way to do this,” O’Brien 
said as she helped volunteers put the finish-
ing touches on the piece on Saturday, Sept. 
22. “Eventually,” she said, “it will rot from 
the inside out.” Not what most artists might 
state as a goal for their work, but in this case, 
a healthy aim. 

“The work really goes back to nature,” 
McCormick said. 

O’Brien and McCormick, known collec-
tively as Watershed Sculpture and based in 
the Marin County town of Fairfax, specialize 
in these types of temporary environmental 
art installations. They built Foraging Islands 
with the help of 65 local volunteers (adults 
and children), who worked a collective 189 
hours over the course of several September 
weekends, beginning at the start of the month 
and ending at the autumn equinox. 

“It’s just another house, for other kinds 
of creatures,” mused one volunteer, as she 
inspected her woodwork with satisfaction. 
“She’s an architect; this suits her,” her com-
panion explained. Public Art Commissioner 
Hsinya Shen was there volunteering at the 
final shift, as was Public Art Program Coor-
dinator Nadya Chuprina. 

The artists and their volunteer crews wove 
together countless branches and sticks har-
vested from the trimmings of Palo Alto trees, 
from the redwoods in Foothills Park to the 
liquid ambers, eucalyptuses and many others 
that line the city’s streets, thanks largely to 
the collection efforts of the parks and urban 
forestry staff.

The piece resembles something like a 
wicker snake, an elongated bird’s nest or a 
squashed thicket. It’s built on a heavy wood 
perimeter, held down with a few wooden 
stakes, with layer upon layer of sticks nestled 
together on top. A few thicker pieces were 
screwed in to place by McCormick’s drill; 
others are held down with wires, the poking-
out pieces of wood trimmed down to create a 
more streamlined, smooth shape. A few stra-
tegic bird perches remain sticking up, and 
mulch may be added.

It takes inspiration, O’Brien said, from 
downed trees, which in their decomposition 
often become beneficial to a host of spe-
cies. Though the wood is mostly dead and 

dry right now, in the weeks since the project 
began, spiders, insects and songbirds have 
already been spotted exploring the space. As 
time goes on, especially after some rainfall, 
the moisture will increase and it will become 
an even richer source of foraging material for 
predators as it changes. 

“I can’t wait to come back in a few months 
and see who moves in,” Chuprina said. 

The artists have built similar sculptures in 
other habitats, such as on riverbeds, to help 
stop erosion and aid flood control (hence the 
Watershed name), but each project is unique, 
based on the mix of found wood used in 

Natural 
causes

New public art in the Baylands aims  
to enhance the ecosystem

Story by Karla Kane
Photos by Veronica Weber

Community volunteers Amy Carey and her daughter Opal, 6, trim a willow branch, 
preparing it to become part of Foraging Islands.

Artist Daniel McCormick overlooks Foraging Islands, 
the new public-art installation at Byxbee Park.
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construction and the environment in which 
it is set. In 2012, Watershed Sculpture, with 
help from the community, created Thicket, 
an installation in Los Altos made with live 
willow branches to take root and help stabi-
lize Adobe Creek’s bank. 

“We wanted to create something here, 
in this very manufactured environment,” 
O’Brien said of the dry, grassy, somewhat-
desolate Byxbee Park site, which, since it’s 
built on landfill, comes with particular re-
strictions and challenges. 

O’Brien and McCormick were approved 
as Baylands artists-in-residence by the Palo 
Alto Public Art Commission in May. The 
project is part of the city’s Baylands Com-
prehensive Conservation Plan, which calls 

for environmentally focused, community-
engaging temporary public art in the Bay-
lands, with a budget of $10,000. “Our Public 
Art Master Plan called out the need to cre-
ate a more detailed plan for this transitional 
corridor from the 101 to the beautiful Bay-
lands environment, and recognizes that the 
approach to public art in this area is unique,” 
Public Art Program Director Elise DeMarzo 
told the Weekly. 

Foraging Islands is seemingly in line 
with the program’s recent goal of offering 
temporary installations with an interactive 
aspect. Interactive, certainly, for the groups 
who helped construct it, but even more so, 
perhaps, for the nonhuman members of the 
community who may live in or feed from it 

for, potentially, years to come. 
One species especially important to the 

local habitat is the charismatic burrowing 
owl, which has been in decline due to de-
velopment and habitat loss and has been the 
focus of conservation efforts. It’s hoped that 
Foraging Islands, with its space for tasty in-
sects, reptiles and rodents, may help support 
the resident owl population. It’s an adorable 
but elusive creature, and in all the previous 
mornings and afternoons of installing Forag-
ing Islands, none had yet been spotted. 

At the end of the project’s final volunteer 
shift, though, as everyone prepared to pack 
up tools, gloves and debris and let nature 
take its course, gasps of excitement suddenly 
rang out from the workers. A burrowing owl 

popped up from a nearby rocky gulch, bob-
bing its head up and down and looking curi-
ously at the humans and their wooden work. 

“Wow. There it is,” O’Brien marveled. 
“That’s what we’re doing this for.”  

Arts & Entertainment Editor Karla Kane 
can be emailed at kkane@paweekly.com. 

Arts & Entertainment

“Her (soprano Haolan Geng ) voice is going 

to heaven… Her body just releases all 

this beautiful energy… The performers 

and the show are bringing us all together 

to a higher existence.” 

—Claudia Siefer, singer, San Francisco Opera

“It’s one of the happiest evenings 

of my life. All my cares just 

disappearred.. It’s the best I’ve 

ever seen–it has to be a priority...”

—Nancy Brock, the former actress, 

associate producer

EARLY PURCHASE CODE: PAW930   Hurry, offer ends Sept.30—Don’t miss it!
• Free ticket exchange, subject to availability.

• Processing fees waived. • Secure your best seats.

ShenYun.com/CA 888-633-6999
P R E S E N T E D  B Y :  S A N   F R A N C I S C O  F A L U N  B U D D H A  S T U D Y  A S S O C I A T I O N

BERKELEY
Dec 12–Dec 16

SAN JOSE
Dec 19–Dec 29 

SAN FRANCISCO
Dec 31–Jan 6

SACRAMENTO
Jan 9–Jan 12

The Gift of
a Lifetime!

“A visually dazzling tour of 

5,000 years of Chinese history and culture.” 
—San Francisco Chronicle

T hrough breathtaking music and dance, Shen Yun is bringing back 

5,000 years of divine culture on the world’s most prestigious stages.

The Mid-Autumn Festival is the biggest Chinese holiday after the 
Lunar New Year. Since the Shang Dynasty (1600-1046 B.C.E.), people 
have celebrated the harvest during the full moon of the eighth lunar 
month—the biggest and brightest of the year.
 
Soprano Haolan Geng says of the Mid-Autumn Festival: “It reminds me 
of the legend of the ‘Goddess of the Moon.’ Shen Yun had a story dance 
about her. After drinking a magical potion, she had to fly to the moon 
and live there forever without her husband… I think of her when I see 
the bright moon. What is it like to live in a palace in another world?”

Entirely New
2019 Production

with Live Orchestra

S h e n  Y u n  P e r f o r m i n g  A r t s  i s  a  n o n p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  b a s e d  i n  N e w  Y o r k

Artist Mary O’Brien prunes and removes the leaves from a willow branch. Much of 
the wood in the sculpture comes from trimmed Palo Alto street trees.

The hope is that Foraging Islands will become a source of food for local fauna, 
including burrowing owls, which prey on invertabrates, small reptiles and rodents. 

What: Foraging Islands
Where: Byxbee Park, 2375 Embarcadero 
Road, Palo Alto. 
When: Ongoing.
Cost: Free.
Info: Go to cityofpaloalto.org/gov/depts/csd/
public_art and watershedsculpture.com. 
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In Dragon Productions Theatre 
Company’s “The (curious case 
of the) Watson Intelligence,” 

actor Tasi Alabastro has the task 
of playing not one, not two, but 
four characters, all named Wat-
son. Some of these Watsons are 
human, some historical, some 
fictional and some robotic. All of 
them are compelling, thanks to 
Alabastro’s strong performanc-
es, smart writing by Madeleine 
George and the overall quality of 
the Dragon’s production. 

The play skips around in time 
and place. There are scenes set in 
the near-present, when computer 
scientist Eliza (Stephanie Crow-
ley) is divorced from her husband 
Frank (Gary Mosher) and perfect-
ing her magnum opus, a human-
oid artificial-intelligence system 
(yep, it’s Alabastro) even better 
than the computerized Watson 
system she previously worked on 
for IBM. There are scenes set in 
the fictional Victorian world of 
Arthur Conan Doyle’s “Sherlock 
Holmes” series, where Holmes’ 
BFF Watson takes on a case to 
help Eliza (Alabastro’s not the 
only one playing multiple roles 
with the same name) figure out 

what’s going on with her some-
what-menacing husband Frank 
(you guessed it: Mosher again). 
What he’s up to, it turns out, has 
some ties to what future-Eliza is 
building. There are scenes set in 
the 1930s, when Thomas Wat-
son, loyal assistant to Alexander 
Graham Bell, recounts the inven-
tion of the telephone. Back in the 
present, there is also charming IT 
“Dweeb Team” employee Wat-
son, who becomes romantically 
involved with Eliza after being 
hired by Frank to spy on her. 
And that ostensibly flesh-and-
blood Watson sports an awful lot 
of similarities to the artificial one 
she’s created. 

So, the show has lots of brainy 
fun with its clever cross-referenc-
es and switches in identities, and 
a loose but overarching theme of 
the importance of human con-
nection. It’s often funny, but with 
heart. Eliza, so skilled at making 
technological connections, with 
a genuine desire to use her in-
ventions for good, is terrified of 
connecting on a real, human emo-
tional level. Bell’s famous first 
telephone conversation — “Mr. 
Watson, come here. I want you” 

— is echoed again and again, as 
different characters need differ-
ent Watsons in different ways. 
That first call, too, is harkened 
back to through the unanswered 
ringtones of Frank and Wat-
son trying to reach Eliza. Mod-
ern Watson’s spying on Eliza is 
echoed by Dr. Watson, dressed in 
the iconic Holmesian deerstalker 
cap, attempting to tail Victorian 
Frank. Deftly directed by Doll 

Piccotto, it’s all enough to make 
audiences’ heads spin, but in a 
very satisfying way. 

Alabastro, who was also fan-
tastic in dual roles at the Dragon 
in “Three Days of Rain” earlier 
this year, is quickly becoming 
one of my favorite local actors. 
Each of his Watsons is distinct 
(I especially enjoyed his elderly, 
blustery-but-wise Thomas Wat-
son) but each retains an appealing 
sweetness, the helpfulness that’s 
apparently inherent in every 
Watson. And though Alabastro’s 
a standout, Crowley and Mosher, 
too, are very strong in their roles, 
with Crowley moving back and 
forth between strong-but-dam-
aged modern woman and mal-
treated English wife, plus a brief 
but memorable time as a nervous 
1930s radio host. Mosher’s mod-
ern Frank comes off at first as 
a macho conservative jerk but 
shows some humanity later on. 
His Sherlockian Frank is chilling 
and intense. 

The set, designed by Emilia 
Wysocka-Treder, works very 
well across all the time periods, 
with hardly any changes needed 
between scenes, apart from a bed 
appearing from within a fire-
place. Costumes, by Kathleen 

Qiu, help the audiences tell the 
characters apart, and the actors 
manage to change between them 
quite briskly. 

The play doesn’t give any easy 
answers about what makes a true 
human connection, how advanced 
artificial intelligence should get 
or even how much of the action 
is taking place in the mind of one 
of its characters. That’s a good 
thing. “The (curious case of the) 
Watson Intelligence” is the lat-
est in a long line of smart, well-
crafted and twisty productions 
at the Dragon, a type of show I 
almost always enjoy greatly and 
which the scrappy little theater 
does very well indeed.  

Arts & Entertainment Editor 
Karla Kane can be emailed at 
kkane@paweekly.com. 

Arts & Entertainment

Stanford pediatricians, now in your neighborhood  
at Peninsula Pediatrics Medical Group in Menlo Park

Access to Excellence.

genpeds.stanfordchildrens.org

What: “The (curious case of the) 
Watson Intelligence.”
Where: Dragon Theatre,  
2120 Broadway St.,  
Redwood City.
When: Through Oct. 7; 
Thursday-Saturday at 8 p.m. and 
Sunday at 2 p.m.
Cost: $27-$35.
Info: Go to dragonproductions.
net.

Correction
The Sept. 21 story on “Care and Feeding” at the Palo Alto Art Center 
stated an incorrect date for the Porchlight storytelling event. It will be held 
Thursday, Nov. 1. The Weekly regrets the error. To request a clarification 
or correction, contact Editor Jocelyn Dong at jdong@paweekly.com, 650-
223-6514 or P.O. Box 1610, Palo Alto 94302. 

A whole lot of Watsons
Dragon’s ‘curious case’ is intelligent drama

by Karla Kane

Dr. Watson (Tasi Alabastro, left) examines Eliza (Stephanie Crowley, right) in “The (curious case of the) 
Watson Intelligence” at Dragon Theatre. 

THEATER REVIEW
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#PressOnPrint or online subscription starts 
at only $5 /month

Visit: PaloAltoOnline.com/user/
subscribe/
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Comedy
Nick Thune
Comedian Nick Thune has been seen on Comedy 
Central, “The Tonight Show,” “Conan” and “Late 
Night” and has performed at festivals including 
South By Southwest, Bonnaroo, The Dublin Comedy 
Festival and many others. This week, locals can 
catch him at Stanford University’s Bing Studio (in 
the basement of Bing Concert Hall, 327 Lasuen 
St.). He’ll perform his absurdist and deadpan brand 
of comedy on Saturday, Sept. 29 at 7 and 9 p.m. 
Tickets are $10 for Stanford students and $30-$35 
general admission. Go to live.stanford.edu. 

Science
‘A Sharper Image: Seeing Colliding 
Galaxies with Adaptive Optics’
“Twinkle, twinkle little star?” Maybe not for long. 
The latest in the Silicon Valley Astronomy Lecture 
Series, at Foothill College on Wednesday, Oct. 3, 
will host Dr. Claire Max, astronomy and astrophysics 
professor at the University of California, Santa 
Cruz, and Director of the University of California 
Observatories. She will discuss a new laser 
technique called “adaptive optics,” which helps 
remove the distortion (“twinkling”) seen when light 
from space enters Earth’s atmosphere, allowing 
clearer observation of detail. This technique can 

give scientists sharper views of such cosmic events 
as the collision of galaxies and black holes. The 
event will be held at 7 p.m. at Smithwick Theater, 
12345 El Monte Road, Los Altos Hills. The lecture 
is free but Foothill College charges $3 to park in its 
lots. Go to  foothill.edu/astronomy. 

Costumes
Halloween ‘Swap and Scare Fair’
Do your kids have Halloween costumes they’ve 
outgrown? Want to try a new look this year? Instead 
of buying something new, do it the eco-friendly way 
and trade it in. The Museum of American Heritage 
is hosting a “Halloween Costume Swap and Scare 
Fair” on Sunday, Oct. 7, 1-3 p.m. at the museum 
(351 Homer Ave.). Bring old costumes and trade 
them in for something different. The event is first 
come, first served (attendees will be given a number 
and let in in order), then the costume room and 
any remaining garb will be opened to all once all 
the numbers have been called. While waiting for a 
turn with the costumes, attendees are invited to 
the “Scare Fair,” a Halloween spin on the traditional 
Transition Palo Alto share fair, where community 
members can teach and learn skills, swap items 
and socialize. There will also be face painting, 
story time and more. Go to transitionpaloalto.org/
sharing-expos/.

—Karla Kane

Exhibition
‘The 90-year Journey: Two’
Vijaya Herekar, a longtime Palo Alto resident who turned 93 this month, is showing her paintings at 
a solo show at the Rinconada Library (1213 Newell Road, Palo Alto) through Sept. 30. Herekar, who 
is mostly self-taught, has studied at the Palo Alto Art Center and the Pacific Art League to further 
improve her technique. This exhibition, her third in recent years, focuses on landscapes and nature 
themes inspired by her travel, including depictions of sunsets, the ski slopes of Kashmir and the flora 
and fauna of Switzerland. The exhibition is on view during regular library hours, Monday-Thursday 
from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. and Friday-Sunday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Above: Vijaya Herekar’s paintings, inspired by her travels, are on display in the Rinconada Library 
through Sept. 30. 

Arts & Entertainment

E hibiti

WorthaLook SUSHI RESTAURANT
HIDDEN GARDEN

Serving unique  
brown rice sushi,  

in a 35 year tradition.

Now serving an assortment of Sake and Beer.

2363 Birch St., Suite B
Located just off California Ave.  

directly behind Bistro Elan

Santa Cruz Avenue between El Camino and University Dr.

A Pacific Fine Arts Festival 
pacificfinearts.com

50 Professional Artists

SEPT 28•29•30
Fri-Sat 10am - 6pm  |  Sun 10am - 5pm

Presented by

Sculpture by Rob Nehring

MENLO PARK
SIDEWALK FALL ART STROLL
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Eating Out

By Elena Kadvany

Two months after getting a 
kidney transplant she was 
never supposed to sur-

vive, Maria Neal opened her first 
restaurant.

It might sound like a recipe for 
chaos or, at the very least, excessive 
stress for someone recovering from 
a serious surgery. But for Neal, a 
36-year-old mother of four from 
Peru, it was a change that she says 
has saved her life.

Neal, who lives in Menlo Park, 
opened Caffe Machiavello in 
the ground floor of Park Plaza 

Apartments at 195 Page Mill Road 
in Palo Alto in early August. The 
idea for the restaurant was born 
three years ago, when Neal, who 
was born with polycystic kidney 
disease, fell and harmed her kid-
neys. Her nephrologist told her she 
had a 14 percent chance of making 
it to her kidney transplant surgery 
— not to survive the surgery, but 
simply to the day of, she said. She 
prepared for the worst.

“I had accepted that I was going 
to die,” she said.

But survive she did, with a new 
kidney from her mother and a new 

outlook on what’s most important 
to her. She left her job as a real es-
tate agent to spend more time with 
her three sons and daughter, 16, 14, 
8 and 6 years old. 

Post-surgery, however, Neal’s diet 
became extremely restricted and 
eating out with her children became 
near-impossible. Things were “cha-
otic,” she said. 

“I spent the last few years search-
ing for stability ... to leave my kids 
something behind that they can ac-
tually remember mommy by, and 
for them to know that I was not 
going to just disappear,” Neal said, 

sitting at a table inside Caffe Ma-
chiavello on a recent afternoon. “So 
I decided to build this restaurant.”

Neal was encouraged by a men-
tor, an older local restaurant owner 
who had survived cancer twice. 
(He did not wish to be named.) He 
is like a father figure for Neal, who 
lost her father to the same kidney 
disease when she was a teenager.

He “pushed me to see life in a 
different way and to not believe 
what the doctors say necessarily,” 
Neal said, “but to fight.” 

At Caffe Machiavello (Neal’s 
maiden name), there is a high 

emphasis on quality of ingredients, 
largely due to the owner’s dietary 
restrictions. In Neal’s words, she 
doesn’t use anything “that I can’t 
pronounce.” The bread for sand-
wiches, the pizza dough and the 
complimentary cookies brought to 
every table are all made in house. 
The kitchen uses a 50-year-old fam-
ily recipe for the bread, Neal said, 
and imports flour from Italy for the 
pizza. They serve thin-crusted, Ro-
man-style pinsa pizza made from 
Italian flour, olive oil and water.

The kitchen also has to be im-
peccably clean. Neal’s kidney 

Husband and wife Rahsaan Dean and Maria Neal, center, owners of Caffe Machiavello, stand with their 
children, from left: Brian, 16; Sean, 8; Isabella, 6; and Kurt, 14. All four kids are often at the restaurant 
after school working on homework and helping out in the kitchen.

Keith Miller, chef de cuisine at Caffe Machiavello, prepares lomo 
saltado, a Peruvian dish.

Franco Carrubba, a co-owner of Caffe Machiavello, slices a Siciliana pizza at the Palo Alto restaurant.
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medications lower her immune 
defenses, making her extremely 
susceptible to any kind of illness. 

The menu is global, with brus-
chetta and pizza next to hamburg-
ers and chicken wings. Peruvian 
dishes include lomo saltado, steak 
flambe with onions, tomatoes, ci-
lantro and rice or quinoa; pollo a la 
brasa, rotisserie chicken seasoned 
by Neal nightly with spices and 
aji panca, a Peruvian red pepper; 
and a quinoa bowl with roasted 
rocoto, a spicy Peruvian pepper. A 
deli section sells packaged interna-
tional foods like Italian salami and 
Mediterranean spreads. 

The wide culinary range is pur-
poseful, meant to serve large fami-
lies with different tastes and cus-
tomers with dietary restrictions. 
Customers who want the kitchen 
to make them something special 
only need to ask, Neal said.

It’s also reflective of a diverse 
staff, whom Neal refers to as her 
“family.” She said she plans to give 
employees a portion of the restau-
rant’s profit as it grows. 

“You have food from around the 
world and people cooking from 
around the world. That’s kind of 
what we want. Under this one roof, 
you can feel a little piece of what 
America used to be — a humon-
gous, beautiful, happy melting 
pot,” she said.

Her family helps out frequently. 
Her husband DJs on a patio dur-
ing happy hour, while her oldest 
son works at the restaurant after 
school.

Running the large, airy restau-
rant, and all the ups and downs 
that come with it, has become a 

welcome respite for Neal. 
“This is not allowing me to feel 

weak or sick. I have not been able 
to rest ever since I left the hospi-
tal,” she said. “I think that it helps 
me a lot. I’m very happy and very 
energetic, something that I didn’t 
have before.”  

Staff writer Elena Kadvany 
can be emailed at ekadvany@
paweekly.com.

HANGEN SZECHUAN CLOSING ... 
After more than two decades in the 
restaurant business, the owner of 
Hangen Szechuan in downtown 
Mountain View has decided to 
retire. Kent Yu will close his Chinese 
restaurant at 134 Castro St. this 
weekend. His older daughter, Erica, 
said he’s been mulling retirement on 
and off for several years.
“It’s a very tiring job. My mom’s 
probably ready for him to hang out 
with her at home and travel together,” 
she said. Her parents, who live in 
Los Altos, came to California from 
southern China in the 1980s. They 
had both been chemists in China, 
but couldn’t afford to attend graduate 
school in the United States so took 
other jobs, Erica said. Kent worked 
in insurance and other fields before 
opening Hangen Szechuan in 1993. 
Erica grew up at the restaurant, doing 

homework after school, learning 
math by manning the cash register 
and helping to make fresh egg rolls, 
dumplings and potstickers. Though 
the menu has changed over the 
years, the tea-smoked duck remains 
one of her favorite dishes. She now 
lives in Hawaii and “never leave(s) 
home without some tea-smoked 
duck in my luggage.” Hangen 
Szechuan’s last day of business will 
be Sunday, Sept. 30. —E.K.

COREPOWER EYES TOWN & 
COUNTRY ... One of the country’s 
largest privately held chain of 
yoga studios is looking to expand 
into Palo Alto. CorePower Yoga 
has filed a permit to open a 
1,638-square-foot studio at Town & 
Country Village. The Denver-based 
company, headed by Eric Kufel, 
combines power yoga, Ashtanga 

yoga, Vinyasa yoga and Bikram 
yoga. It operates 180 studios 
nationwide and is working to open 
another 13 studios, according to 
its website. The studio has made 
headlines for teaming up with Yoga 
Foster to bring yoga into classrooms 
nationwide. Kufel told Forbes 
magazine in August that the studio 
is expanding in hopes of reaching a 
new demographic — students. The 
studio’s mission, he explained, is 
“to show the world the life-changing 
things that happen when you root 
an intense, physical workout in the 
mindfulness of yoga.” The Palo Alto 
site was not among those studios 
listed on the company’s website as 
“opening soon,” but its permit was 
going through Palo Alto’s plan check 
process in August, according to the 
city’s website.—L.T. 

Compiled by the Weekly staff; this 
week written by Elena Kadvany 
and Linda Taaffe. Got leads on 
interesting and news-worthy retail 
developments? The Weekly will 
check them out. Email shoptalk@
paweekly.com.

THE ELECTRIC SQUEEZEBOX ORCHESTRA
Sat., October 6, 7:30pm at Menlo-Atherton HS’s

Tickets: General $45, PAJA members $35, Students $15
  Order online: www.pajazzalliance.org

  Or from Peninsula Music & Repair, 4333 El Camino Real, Palo Alto
  Or at the door—cash or check only.

Palo Alto Jazz Alliance Presents

The Bay Area’s Jewel of a big band—don’t miss it!

learn more at: aic2018.eventbrite.com

We will be providing an 
exposition of the Christian faith 

from a Lutheran perspective.

We will meet during 8 weeks, 
each Sunday from  

7:00 PM to 8:30 PM.

The target audience are adults, 
particularly those who  

are unfamiliar with  
the Christian faith.

Primer for the Christian Faith: 
A Lutheran Exposition

Sundays 7:00 – 8:30 pm
Sept. 30th – Nov. 18th

by Trinity Lutheran Church, Palo Atlo

1295 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto  |  650.853.1295
TrinityLutheranPA@gmail.com

www.trinitylutheranpaloalto.com

Trinity Lutheran Church

Avenidas is 
looking for some 

Community Stars!

Do you know a Peninsula resident 65+ who 

Eating Out

ShopTalk
Local food & retail happenings

Maria Neal opened Caffe Machiavello after having a kidney 
transplant she was given a low chance of surviving.
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Sponsored by Palo Alto Weekly & Palo Alto Online
Co-sponsored by Association of University Women, Avenidas,  

Project Safety Net, Palo Alto Chamber of Commerce

City Council Candidates Debate

Wednesday, Oct. 3, 7:30 – 9 p.m.
Cubberley Theatre, 4000 Middlefield Rd.

Panelists:  Jocelyn Dong, Editor, Palo Alto Weekly  
Gennady Sheyner, Reporter, Palo Alto Weekly

Featuring

Cory WolbachAlison CormackPat Boone Tom DuBois Eric Filseth

Robin Sharp

Tchaikovsky

Stanford Continuing Studies presents

Saturday, October 6 • 7:30 pm
Cubberley Auditorium, School of Education

Stanford University • Free and open to the public

Happy 50th Birthday, Robin Sharp, with Ben Simon
and the San Francisco Chamber Orchestra All-Stars

For more info:
continuingstudies.stanford.edu/events

Join us for a musical celebration of a Bay Area 
treasure, violinist Robin Sharp, who will join forces 
with San Francisco Chamber Orchestra All-Stars 
Wendy Sharp, violin; Jenny Douglass and Ben 
Simon, violas; and Eric Gaenslen and Margaret 
Edmondson, celli, for an evening of seldom-heard 
chamber music masterpieces.
  
The centerpiece of the evening will be Pyotr 
Tchaikovsky’s brilliant sextet, Souvenir de Florence, 
composed—by a happy coincidence—when he 
was fifty years old. This program will feature a 
short presentation by host Ben Simon as well as a 
discussion of the music to be presented.

TheatreWorks
S I L I C O N V A L L E Y

WINNER OF 5 TONY AWARDS INCLUDING
BEST MUSICAL!

FUN HOME
Music by Jeanine Tesori  

Book & Lyrics by Lisa Kron
Based on the graphic novel by Alison Bechdel

“Extraordinary and heart-gripping!” 
The NY Times

Contains mature language and content

Oct 3–28 
Mountain View Center for the Performing Arts

theatreworks.org   650.463.1960  
LILA GOLD & JAMES LLOYD REYNOLDS / PHOTO KEVIN BERNE
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A Simple Favor (R)    Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    
BlacKkKlansman (R) 1/2    Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    
Crazy Rich Asians (PG-13) 1/2    Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    
Fahrenheit 11/9 (R)      
Aquarius Theatre: Fri. - Sun.    Aquarius Theatre: Fri. - Sun.    
Hell Fest (R)    Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    
The House with a Clock in its Walls (PG)     
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    
In This Our Life (1942) (Not Rated)     
Stanford Theatre: Fri. - Sun.    
Juliet, Naked (R)    Guild Theatre: Fri. - Sun.    
Life Itself (R)    Palo Alto Square: Fri. - Sun.    
Lizzie (R)    Palo Alto Square: Fri. - Sun.    
Mission: Impossible Fallout (PG-13) 1/2     
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    

Night School (PG-13)    Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    
The Nun (R)    Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    
Operation Finale (PG-13)      
Palo Alto Square: Fri. - Sun.    
Pick of the Litter (Not Rated) 1/2     
Aquarius Theatre: Fri. - Sun.    
The Predator (R)    Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    
Satan Met a Lady (1936) (Not Rated)     
Stanford Theatre: Fri. - Sun.    
Searching (PG-13) 1/2    Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    
Smallfoot (PG)     Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    
Sui Dhaaga (Not Rated)    Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    
White Boy Rick (R)    Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    
The Wife (R) Guild Theatre: Fri. - Sun.    

 Skip it   Some redeeming qualities   A good bet   Outstanding
Aquarius: 430 Emerson St., Palo Alto  

(For recorded listings: 327-3241)   
tinyurl.com Aquariuspa 

Century Cinema 16: 1500 N. Shoreline Blvd., 
Mountain View  tinyurl.com/Century16 

Century 20 Downtown: 825 Middlefield Road, 
Redwood City  tinyurl.com/Century20

CineArts at Palo Alto Square: 3000 El Camino 
Real, Palo Alto (For information: 493-0128)   

tinyurl.com/Pasquare 
Guild: 949 El Camino Real, Menlo Park (For recorded 

listings: 566-8367)  tinyurl.com/Guildmp 
Stanford Theatre: 221 University Ave., Palo Alto  

(For recorded listings: 324-3700)  Stanfordtheatre.org

Find trailers, star ratings and reviews on the web at PaloAltoOnline.com/movies

Let Me Tell 
Your Family’s Stories

A beautifully designed and professionally bound book 
preserves your family memories, both old and new.

Heirloom Family History Books
Genealogy • Vintage Photo Restoration • Elder Interviews

50th Anniversary Retrospectives
Baby’s First Year • Teen Athlete • Travelogue

Fantastic Holiday Gifts!  

Dion Desktop Publications
(408) 396-0026  •  diondesk@gmail.com

www.diondesktop.com

Carol McComb’s “Starting to Play” workshop includes  
the FREE use of a Loaner Guitar for the duration  
of the classes. * Regular cost is just $180 for nine 
weeks of group lessons, and all music is included.
*  “Starting to Play” meets for one hour each Monday night 

for nine weeks beginning October 1st. 

Stringed Instruments
Since 1969

hop includes 
uration 
for nine 
ncluded.
day nighnight

Learn the Guitar this Fall

www.gryphonstrings.com

650 493 2131

For more information about this and Carol’s other classes 
at Gryphon, visit www.carolmccomb.com  
and click on “group classes.”

You ain’t seen nothin’ Yeti
‘Smallfoot’ subversive in substance, second-rate in style

 (Century 16 & 20)

A Yeti is convinced that the elusive creatures known as “humans” 
really do exist.

In 2015, a Pew Re-
search Center study 
reported that the fastest growing 
category of religious belief is an 
absence of religion, with nearly 
a quarter of the U.S. popula-
tion subscribing to no religion at 
all. And now, courtesy of War-
ner Animation Group, we have 
“Smallfoot,” a PG-rated animated 
picture, clearly aimed at families, 
that depicts a civilization coming 
to terms with the fraudulence of 
its own closely-held religion.

The religious majority may feel 
this means Hollywood is hasten-
ing America to hell in a hand-
basket, but it’s my job merely to 
tell you about “Smallfoot,” which 
— whatever its intentions — of-
fers only moderate entertainment 
value. Directed and co-scripted 
by Karey Kirkpatrick (“Chick-
en Run,” “Over the Hedge”), 
“Smallfoot” positions as its pro-
tagonist a young Yeti named Migo 

(Channing Tatum), 
who lives in blissful 

ignorance as he anticipates the 
day he’ll take over the supersti-
tious duties of his father Dorgle 
(Danny DeVito). In accordance 
with long-held beliefs, Dorgle 
starts every day by head-butting a 
gong in order to make the sun rise, 
an activity that pointedly causes 
concussions and not only stunts 
the man’s growth but reverses it.

This pointless and harmful tra-
dition may not rise to the level of 
Shirley Jackson’s “The Lottery” 
when it comes to perniciousness, 
but it does make fools of Migo’s 
entire village, with one excep-
tion. The Stonekeeper (Common) 
wears the Yeti religion as a kind of 
armor: a vest of stones, with each 
stone representing a supposed 
truth. Once Migo has a chance 
encounter with a human being, an 
entity heretofore believed to be 
mythical, the Yeti can’t un-see the 

truth. This “Bigfoot” has met a 
“Smallfoot,” a Steve Irwin-esque 
TV host named Percy (James Cor-
den). Language is a barrier, but a 
gesture reminiscent of “Androcles 
and the Lion” begins a friendship 
that soon leads to all of the Yeti 
seeing Percy with their own eyes 
— and thus having to reckon with 
a direct challenge to their beliefs.

With smug self-confidence, the 
Stonekeeper says of his followers, 
“You’d be surprised what they’d 
believe,” while another character 
later counters, in describing the 
truth, “It’s complicated, and it 
can be scary. But it’s better than 
living a lie.” 

In what’s been called a post-
truth America, such sentiments 
may speak to the adults in the 
room, but in its narrative particu-
lars, “Smallfoot” falls flat. The 
characters are bland, as are the 
six new songs (one sung by Ze-
ndaya, who plays a Yeti crusader 
for truth) that qualify the picture 
as a musical. (The credits note 
that “Smallfoot” derives from 
“Yeti Tracks,” by Spanish anima-
tor/screenwriter Sergio Pablos, 
but oddly, the book appears to be 
unpublished.)

Arguably the film’s biggest let-
down is its CGI animation, with 
its uncanny details, unexciting 
designs and unwelcome color 
schemes weighing down the pic-
ture instead of lifting it with visu-
al lyricism. There’s some ski-less 
skiing and a brief snowmobile 
chase, but the only element that 
got a reliable reaction from the 
restless kids at a recent preview 
screening was physically pun-
ishing slapstick. And so “Small-
foot” falls into that “not Disney, 
not Pixar” category of American 
animation: not bad, per se, but 
mediocre. The film’s low-key 
but undeniably pro-science, anti-
superstition stance sets it apart 
as something of a thinker, even 
a subversive one, but it’s dubi-
ous that kids will pick up on the 
provocation between the pratfalls 
and the pop songs.

Rated PG for some action, rude 
humor, and thematic elements. 
One hour, 36 minutes. 

— Peter Canavese

MOVIES NOW SHOWING

OPENINGS
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Title Pages
A monthly section on local books and authors

Book 
Talk
WWII RESISTANCE NETWORK 
CELEBRATED... Historian Megan 
Koreman will be at Hoover Library 
& Archives at Stanford University 
at 2 p.m., Oct. 2, during a special 
reception celebrating the recent 
release of her new book “The 
Escape Line: How the Ordinary 
Heroes of Dutch-Paris Resisted 
the Nazi Occupation of Western 
Europe” and the opening of the 
private archives of Dutch resistance 
hero John Henry Weidner who 
was the leader of Dutch-Paris 
underground railroad. During the 
event, Koreman will talk about 
her book, which explains how 
the wartime underground railroad 
known as Dutch-Paris hid 1,500 
Jews in occupied France and 
Belgium and escorted another 
1,500 fugitives to safety in neutral 
Spain and Switzerland during 
World War II. Dutch-Paris helped 
anyone who needed help. The 
330 men and women in the 
network were students, ministers, 
shopkeepers, farmers, policemen, 
widows and businessmen living in 
the Netherlands, Belgium, France 
and Switzerland. German police 
arrested 82 members from the 
line. They tortured many of them 
and deported 49 of them to the 
concentration camps, where 14 
died, including the sister of the line’s 
organizer.

HUMANE SOCIETY PUBLISHES 
CHILDREN’S BOOK...The Palo 
Alto Humane Society recently 
published a children’s storybook 
reminding children to be kind to 
animals. “Saving Travis: A Rescue 
Story”, written by volunteer Rhea 
Sampson and illustrated by E.L. 
Scott, follows the story of the 
rescue and care of an abandoned 
brown and gray pup named Travis. 
Book proceeds benefit the Palo Alto 
Humane Society. To purchase the 
book, contact the Human Society at 
pahs@paloaltohumane.org. Copies 
also are available a The Pet Place at 
777 Santa Cruz Ave., Menlo Park. 

HENNESSY SHARES ‘LESSONS 
LEARNED’... Former Stanford 
University president Dr. John 
Hennessy will sit down with 
Alphabet CFO Ruth Porat at 
Kepler’s Books on Sunday, Oct. 
14, for an in depth conversation 
on the power and importance of 
leadership, which he explores in 
his new book, “Leading Matters: 
Lessons from my Journey.” He 
will reflect on lessons learned from 
decades of leading and serving 
some of world’s most influential 
organizations. Hennessy, who 
currently is the chair of the Board 
of Google’s parent company, 
Alphabet, and Director of the Knight-
Hennessy Scholars Program, 
co-founded the semiconductor 
company MIPS Computer Systems 
and is a recipient of the prestigious 
Turing award, considered the Nobel 
Prize of the computing industry. The 
events starts at 4 p.m. at Kepler’s, 
1010 El Camino Real, Menlo Park. 
For more information, go to keplers.
org. 

by Tara Madhav 

P ulitzer Prize-winning jour-
nalist Jose Antonio Vargas 
has dealt with labels his 

entire life — whether that be as a 
gay man, a journalist, a Filipino or 
an immigrant. But the label that 
prompted him to become a vocal 
advocate for immigrant rights is 
“undocumented citizen.” 

In his new memoir “Dear 

America: Notes of an Undocument-
ed Citizen,” the former Mountain 
View resident details his experience 
growing up on the Midpeninsula 
believing that he was a permanent 
U.S. resident, only to discover in his 
mid-teens that he was an undocu-
mented immigrant who was smug-
gled into the country illegally by 
his grandparents when he was 12.

Vargas, now 37, will return to 
the Midpeninsula on Sept. 29 to 
share his story with Kepler’s Liter-
ary Foundation in the community 
that helped him pursue his goals 
of higher education and a career in 
journalism and that recently named 
a new public elementary school in 
Mountain View in his honor. 

Vargas became one of the most 
recognizable faces of the immigra-
tion debate in 2011 after he decided 
to “come out” about his status as an 
American without papers in an es-
say in the New York Times. 

In his new book, Vargas said it 
was on California Avenue in Palo 
Alto while interviewing Mark 
Zuckerberg for an article in the 
New Yorker in 2010 when he re-
alized he needed to tell the story 
of his immigration status to the 
public. Zuckerberg had asked 

Vargas where he was from, and 
Vargas couldn’t answer. After re-
leasing his story in the Times in 
2011, Vargas followed up with a 
documentary in 2013. 

By showing his personal struggle 
in “Documented,” Vargas said he 
hoped he could get people on op-
posite sides of this debate talking 
to each other in a meaningful way. 

“My goal from the beginning 
was to show what a broken im-
migration system does. And this is 
what it does,” he told the Mountain 
View Voice when the documentary 
was released. 

“Dear America,” which hit 

bookstores on Sept. 18, expands on 
Vargas’ documentary, providing 
greater  insight on what it’s like to 
be undocumented in America.

Even to this day, Vargas says, he 
lives every day unsure of what is 
coming next. He has wondered if 
he will be deported. He has wor-
ried that the people who have 
helped him along the way — the 
people who have lied for him — 
will get into trouble.

Vargas told NBC News the defin-
ing moment that prompted him to 
write the book came after the 2016 
presidential election when he was 
asked to vacate his home by the 
building manager of his downtown 
Los Angeles apartment. 

“The building manager was like, 
‘Hey, this might not be a good idea 
for you to stay here because we 
don’t know if we’ll be able to pro-
tect you if ICE showed up,’” Vargas 
said. “The moment he said that, it 
captured my predicament in a way 
that I have a home, but it’s not re-
ally my home.” 

He since has been living off the 
grid without a permanent address, 
hopping around different Airbnbs 
across the country while writing his 
book and operating his nonprofit 

Jose Antonio Vargas became one of the most recognizable faces of the immigration debate in 2011 after he decided to “come out” about his status as 
an American without papers in an essay in the New York Times. The Mountain View High School graduate returned to the Midpeninsula in 2012 to 
talk about his experience — which landed him on the cover Time magazine — to a crowd gathered at Los Altos High School. Photo by Michelle Le.
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‘This book is about 
homelessness, not 
in a traditional 
sense, but in the 
unsettled, unmoored 
psychological state 
that undocumented 
immigrants 
like myself find 
ourselves in’
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media organization Define Ameri-
can, he told the media. On Monday, 
Los Angeles-based United Talent 
Agency (UTA) signed Vargas and 
Define American, according to a 
Define American blog post. 

Vargas says “Dear America” is 
not about immigration or politics.

“This book is about homeless-
ness, not in a traditional sense, 
but in the unsettled, unmoored 
psychological state that undocu-
mented immigrants like myself 
find ourselves in,” Vargas writes. 
“This book is about lying and be-
ing forced to lie to get by ... about 
constantly hiding from the govern-
ment and, in the process, hiding 
from ourselves. This book is about 
what it means to not have a home.”

In the book, Vargas gives read-
ers unprecedented access into his 
life. He describes his early years 
living in Mountain View with his 
grandparents and extended family 
as a typical kid, attending Critten-
den Middle School and Mountain 
View High School and interning at 
the Mountain View Voice. 

Vargas recalls how his life dra-
matically changed after he dis-
covered his Green Card was fake 
when he tried to apply for a driver’s 
license. His grandfather revealed 
that the “uncle” who brought him 
over from the Philippines in 1993 
was actually someone Vargas’ 
family paid $4,500 to make sure 
he got into the country. That secret 
changed how Vargas approached 
life and work.

Vargas grappled with the emo-
tional distress over his future as he 
found himself limited at every step 
of his life because of legal docu-
mentation. He focused his energy 
on carving out a career in journal-
ism and advocacy work for others 
who face constant obstacles. He 
worked at top newspapers, includ-
ing the San Francisco Chronicle 
and the Washington Post, where 
he won a Pulitzer Prize in 2008 for 
his coverage of the Virginia Tech 
shooting, and eventually started the 
immigration advocacy nonprofit 

Define American, which has chap-
ters located nationwide.  

He also shares how “allies” in 
Mountain View and surrounding 
communities provided him crucial 
support to overcome many of the 
obstacles he faced. Vargas recounts 
going to Peet’s Coffee in Los Al-
tos to meet venture capitalist Jim 
Strand, who awarded him a grant 
that paid Vargas’ way through San 
Francisco State University. 

“I wanted to write a manifesto 
about global migration. I wanted 
to understand what the cost has 

been of all of the lying and pass-
ing and hiding,” writes Vargas, 
who dedicated his book to the 253 
million migrants in the world. “I 
didn’t realize that I had spent 14 
years of my life, from 16 to the age 
of 30, hiding from the government. 
I didn’t realize what that actually 
meant — that I was actually hiding 
from myself, from the relationship 
I was having with people. ... This 
book is the closest thing I have to 
feeling like I’m free in a country in 
which I’m not.” 

Associate Editor Linda Taaffe 
contributed to this article. She can 
be emailed at ltaaffe@paweekly.
com. 

Vargas has been touring the country talking about his recently 
released “Dear America: Notes of an Undocumented Citizen,” a 
memoir documenting what it’s like to be undocumented in America. 
He will be speaking at Kepler’s Literary Foundation in San Mateo 
on Sat., Sept. 29.

Since discovering he was an undocumented citizen at age 16, Vargas has been a vocal advocate for 
immigrant rights. Weekly file photo.
Si di i h d t d iti t 16 V h b l d t f

‘I wanted to write 
a manifesto about 
global migration. I 
wanted to understand 
what the cost has 
been of all of the 
lying and passing 
and hiding’

By Mark Noack

After leaving the Philip-
pines as a child, Jose 
Antonio Vargas settled in 

Mountain View with his grand-
parents, seemingly destined for a 
new life as an American.  

But Vargas’ life forever 
changed when he discovered 
as a teenager that he was living 
undocumented in the country. In 
his new book, “Dear America: 
Notes of an Undocumented Citi-
zen,” Vargas recounts his own 
story of growing up in Moun-
tain View and living for years 
with the fear of being outed as 
a non-citizen. 

Vargas spoke to the Voice by 
phone to discuss his new book 
and his thoughts. The following 
has been lightly edited for length 
and clarity.

Q: In your book, you describe 
learning that your green card 
was fake at age 16.  How did that 
moment change your life? 

A: It changed everything! This 
is why I did the book — I didn’t 
know what happened to me until 
I started writing this, meaning I 
didn’t bother to examine my own 
psychology because there wasn’t 
time for that. I was just too busy 
running away from everything. 
This book was my way of deal-
ing with all that, dealing with 
the consequence of the lies that 
my grandfather told me, which 
ended up being my lies. 

That moment when I was 16 
was a moment of independence 
because my grandfather’s goal 
was for me to marry a woman, 
become a citizen and fix this 
thing. Clearly that’s not what I 
did, because I’m gay, so one lie 
was enough.  

Q: Do you advise others to go 
public about their citizenship 
status? 

A: No, the first question I ask 
people when they approach me, 
whether it’s the Obama era or 
the Trump era, is: ‘Do you have 
a lawyer? Have you spoken to a 
lawyer?’ 

We actually have a coming-
out campaign at Define Ameri-
can. There was an actor in Holly-
wood, Bambadjan Bamba, who 
had DACA, and he had a role in 
the Black Panther movie. He ap-
proached us and said he’s ready 
to come out as undocumented to 
talk about black immigrants and 
immigrants in Hollywood. We 
helped him come out in a Los 
Angeles Times story and we 
built a whole campaign around 
Black Panther and immigration, 
and how to talk about it to audi-
ences. But in that case, Bamba 
spoke with a lawyer, we did our 
due diligence. 

Q: What were the consequenc-
es of announcing your undocu-
mented status? 

A: The biggest thing emo-
tionally is becoming a public 
person, I didn’t have training 
for that. As a journalist, we 
write the story, we’re not the 

story. That was disorienting. 
Also it was being subjected 

to whatever happens — I could 
get detained at any point. That 
happened when I was detained 
in Texas, and the next time I 
get arrested, I don’t know how 
long it will take. It’s getting 
ready for what we don’t know 
could happen. 

Q: You’ve traveled across 
most of the U.S. hearing sto-
ries of undocumented families 
and Dreamers — how was your 
experience growing up undocu-
mented in Mountain View differ-
ent from theirs? 

A: Social media and technol-
ogy. Back then, I couldn’t find 
anybody else like me because 
there was no way to find any-
body. There’s a mental health 
crisis in immigrant communi-
ties across the country, and I 
don’t have the words to describe 
it, but at least people have each 
other. People can Google, You-
Tube, Facebook it and you can 
find other people like them.  

Q: If the political winds 
change and immigration reform 
is a possibility, what would you 
want to see? 

A: That’s why I started De-
fine American — I’ll text you 
a video (defineamerican.com/
about). At Define American, 
we believe you can’t change the 
politics until you change the 
culture in which we talk about 
immigration. 

Look at (the) LGBTQ rights 
movement, how we talk about 
perceptions toward LGBTQ 
people changed. How did it 
change? It changed from the me-
dia we were consuming. “Will 
and Grace” was the No. 1 show 
in the late ‘90s, Ellen Degeneres 
was one of the most popular talk 
show hosts. All of sudden these 
aren’t just gay people or trans 
people. They were people. 

Nothing will change on im-
migration until we actually see 
them as people. No amount of 
politics will really change that. 

Q: How do you convince white 
people that immigrants aren’t 
their adversaries? 

A: One of the defining issues 
facing our country is how white 
people of all ages and political 
backgrounds will deal with the 
fact they’re no longer the major-
ity and what that means. That 
has always been the reality in the 
Bay Area. Yet the power dynam-
ic is still not equal if you look 
at wage gap and income gap. 
What’s at stake here is what kind 
of awakening are white people 
going through to realize what is 
happening in this country? ... At 
a time like this, where people in 
different identity groups are all 
facing their own struggles, it’s 
hard to find ways to work togeth-
er. For me, it’s like what vision 
are we working towards? How 
do you convince white people 
that this is their issue too? Be-
cause guess what, it is! 

g p y
phone to discuss his new book 
and his thoughts. The following 
has been lightly edited for length 
and clarity.

Q: In your book, you describe 

ogy. Back then, I couldn t find
anybody else like me because
there was no way to find any-
body. There’s a mental health
crisis in immigrant communi-
ties across the country, and I 

 Jose Antonio Vargas talks about 
immigration, his new book

On the cover: Jose Antonio 
Vargas sits in the window 
of the Superior Court of 
California with a view of San 
Francisco’s City Hall dome 
on July 11, 2011, shortly after 
publicly coming out as being 
undocumented. Photo by 
Michelle Le. 
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OPEN HOME GUIDE  53
Also online at PaloAltoOnline.comHome & Real Estate

SOLAR INFO WORKSHOP ...  
Palo Alto residents interested in 
learning about the how the Bay 
Area SunShares Program can 
make it easier and more affordable 
for them to go solar are invited to 
attend a free one-hour workshop 
at Rinconada Library on Saturday, 
Sept. 29. Through SunShares, 
which pools the buying power of 
individual participants to get more 
competitive pricing from solar 
companies, residents are eligible 
for a 30-percent federal tax credit 
when they go solar or purchase a 
zero-emissions vehicle. Workshop 
topics will include: the basics of 
solar photovoltaic (PV) technology, 
financing and incentives; the 
benefits of electrifying the whole 
home; and how to access the 
SunShares program discounts. 
Solar providers will be on hand 
to discuss their products and 
answer questions about going 
solar or buying/leasing an electric 
vehicle. The workshop will be 
held from 10 a.m. to noon in 
the Embarcadero Room of the 
library, 1213 Newell Road, Palo 
Alto. To register for the workshop, 
go to bit.ly/SunSharesEvent 
For details on SunShares, go to 
bayareasunshares.org. 

WELCOME TO PALO ALTO ...  
When you move to Palo Alto, 
the city might not show up at 
your house with a welcome 
casserole, but it does have 
an online “welcome packet” 
on the Community Services 
Department’s website (bottom 
tab in the left-hand column). The 
virtual welcome packet includes 
addresses, phone numbers, 
places to go, transportation, 
healthcare, school and child care 
information and a lot more, as well 
as a “welcome to Palo Alto” letter.

SLEEPLESS NIGHTS? ...  
According to an unusual study 
by online rental marketplace 
ApartmentList.com, renters sleep 
an extra 14 minutes per night, 
or 84 hours a year, more than 
homeowners. Renters also spend 
an average of 25 fewer minutes 
per day at home compared to 
homeowners, and 23 fewer 
minutes per day on household 
activities, including yard work, 
housework and maintenance.

Home Front

Send notices of news and events related 
to real estate, interior design, home 
improvement and gardening to Home 
Front, Palo Alto Weekly, P.O. Box 1610, 
Palo Alto, CA 94302, or email elorenz@
paweekly.com. Deadline is one week 
before publication.

A weekly guide to home, garden and real estate news, edited by Elizabeth Lorenz

There are more real estate features 
online. Go to PaloAltoOnline.com/
real_estate.

READ MORE ONLINE
PaloAltoOnline.com

Looking for an easy way to add dashes 
of vibrant color to your garden in the 
winter when it feels particularly dim? 

Planting bulbs is one way to brighten your 
garden. Bulbs typically yield abundant flowers 
of all sizes and varieties fairly quickly.

Bulbs are essentially underground food 
storage for a plant’s dormancy period. Out of 
the ground, bulbs resemble shallots or onions. 
In general, bulbs are perennial, which means 
plants will continue to flower year after year. 

The beginning of fall (right up until Novem-
ber) is the perfect time to plant bulbs. They 
will get moisture from the winter rain needed 
to blossom before the start of spring, said Vera 
Kark, a master gardener at the University of 
California. Some will bloom as early as Janu-
ary and February.

“Even though winter is our primary growing 
time, my backyard can look a little dull. So 
when all of a sudden the daffodils start pop-
ping up or little things start coming up, it’s 
happy,” Kark said.

Although traditionally popular bulbs include 
tulips and hyacinths, Kark focuses on planting 
bulbs that do well in the Midpeninsula’s Medi-
terranean climate. She said there are plenty 
that do well with the region’s clay soil and tem-
peratures, including the Chasmanthe, Pacific 
Coast Iris and Scilla. (More varieties that have 
thrived in Palo Alto’s Demonstration Garden 
can be found at bit.ly/2xCWzaa.)

“A fun one is the naked lady. In August, they 
come up in one big stalk with a pink flower 
but in the spring, they put out all their foliage 
... then they come up (with) only the flower it-
self,” Kark said. “When you’re getting kind of 

tired and dry at the end of summer, they poke 
up, and there they are all happy.”

She said in order to get great flowers, a 
gardener needs good quality bulbs that are 
“plump, firm (and) look healthy.” She recom-
mends going to reputable websites or nurseries 
such as Yamagami’s Garden Center in Cuper-
tino, as it stocks the most robust bulbs. Nurser-
ies closer to home such as SummerWinds or 
Wegman’s work as well.

When choosing bulbs, she encourages gar-
deners to consider personal preferences on fra-
grance, color and sizes of the flowers.

“For example, freesias add scent or some of 
the narcissus adds some scent to the garden, 
which can be kind of fun,” she said. “I tend 
to kind of lean toward just ordering white, but 
there’s everything from yellow daffodils to 
purples and pinks.”

When the bulbs are being planted, she ad-
vises planting them pointy-side up, as the roots 
tend to be on the rounder side of the bulb. It’s 

important to “layer” the bulbs, especially if 
they’re being planted in a pot, as little bulbs 
may only need to be planted an inch deep 
while the bigger bulbs may be planted 3 to 6 
inches deep. Each bulb, when purchased, will 
come with directions on how deep to plant it.

Depending on the variety, the instructions 
that come with a bulb also will indicate how 
much sun is needed.

Kark also relies on “blanket planting” — in-
stead of planting sparsely, she plants clusters of 
bulbs, digging a larger hole and putting in four 
to 10 of the same kind of bulb so when they 
bloom, they make “much more of a statement.”

Fertilizers are not necessary, but a small 
handful of organic fertilizer can be mixed into 
the soil before planting.

An important thing to keep in mind after the 
flower has bloomed is to wait for the greenery 
to wilt so the plant can complete its life cycle 
and bloom again. 

“When they’re done blooming, don’t cut 
them all off right away,” Kark advised. “That 
can be kind of frustrating because you might 
want to do something else with your yard, but 
leave the greenery until it dies off.”

Besides being planted outside in a garden 
bed or in a pot, bulbs also can be planted in 
vases indoors. In a tall vase, you can leave the 
bulb resting in water on top of little rocks near 
a sunny window. This will “force” the plant to 
bloom in two months.

“If you start some in October, you should 
have flowers in for Christmas or New Year’s,” 
she said. 

Editorial Assistant Christine Lee can be 
emailed at clee@paweekly.com.

Act now for a beautiful surprise in  
your garden at the end of winter

Story by Christine Lee

Master gardener Vera Kark advises planting 
bulbs in clusters with the pointy-side up, as the 
roots tend to be on the rounder side of the bulb. 

gratification

Bulbs yield abundant flowers of all sizes and varieties and are an easy way to add vibrant color to your garden in the winter. Bulbs that 
do well in the region’s clay soil and  Mediterranean climate include, clockwise from left: purple scilla, tulips, daffodils and star-shaped 
flowers. (Photos courtesy of Vera Kark and Getty Images)
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AMAZING VIEWS OF THE OCEAN AND ROLLING HILLS

A true Woodside gem, this gorgeous home boasts unobstructed views of the Pacific Ocean, coastal mountain 
ranges and even Mavericks surf breaks on a clear day, all while being in close proximity to Silicon Valley, San 
Francisco and SFO. This four bedroom, three bathroom home is updated, modern and each room is spacious 
with its own picturesque view.  Just under three acres, this home is situated on top of a bluff and receives full 

sunshine.  Fabulous home for entertaining and relaxing!

OFFERED AT 
$3,980,000

©2018 Intero Real Estate Services Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate and a wholly owned subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc. All rights reserved. All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. This is not intended as a solicitation if you are listed with another broker.  

6 QUAIL COURT, WOODSIDE

WWW.INTERO.COM
INTERO REAL ESTATE SERVICES 
MENLO PARK
930 SANTA CRUZ AVENUE

DENISE VILLENEUVE, REALTOR®
650.274.8560
DENISEV.HOMES@GMAIL.COM
PENINSULAHOMESBYDENISE.COM
LIC. #01794615

GRANT VILLENEUVE, REALTOR®
650.906.0192
GRANT@VILLENEUVEPROPERTIES.COM
VILLENEUVEPROPERTIES.COM
LIC. #02001330
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Please join me and my fellow Foothill Auxiliary volunteers  

the Peninsula Family Service.
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GoldenGateSIR.com 

Each O f f ice is Independently Owned and Operated.

LIVE  SILICON VALLEY

1299 Cuernavaca Circulo, Mtn View
Offered at $2,298,000

Omar Kinaan  ·  650.776.2828

License #01723115

130 Lynton Avenue, San Carlos
Offered at $2,590,000

Omar Kinaan  ·  650.776.2828

License #01723115

240 De Anza Lane, Los Altos
Offered at $3,195,000

Gary Campi  ·  650.917.2433

License #00600311

251 Biarritz Circle, Los Altos
Offered at $3,398,000

Barbara Curley  ·  650.861.2488

License #01837664

216 Walter Hays Drive, Palo Alto
Offered at $5,498,000

Michael Dreyfus  ·  650.485.3476

License #01121795

Noelle Queen  ·  650.427.9211

License #01917593

770 University Avenue, Los Altos
Offered at $5,299,000

Gloria Young  ·  650.380.9918

License #01895672

John Young  ·  650.862.2122

License #02036387

925 Addison Avenue, Palo Alto
Offered at $8,500,000

Gloria Young  ·  650.380.9918

License #01895672

John Young  ·  650.862.2122

License #02036387

172 Elliott Drive, Menlo Park
Offered at $2,098,000

Dawn Thomas  ·  650.701.7822

License #01460529

Omar Kinaan  ·  650.776.2828

License #01723115

27464 Altamont Road, Los Altos Hills
Offered at $6,000,000

Dulcy Freeman  ·  650.804.8884

License #01342352

Michael Dreyfus  ·  650.485.3476

License #01121795

1850 Waverley Street, Palo Alto
Offered at $4,750,000

Michael Dreyfus  ·  650.485.3476

License #01121795

Noelle Queen  ·  650.427.9211

License #01917593

2328 Branner Drive, Menlo Park
Offered at $3,150,000

Chris Iverson  ·  650.450.0450

License #01708130

Mimi Goh  ·  650.395.7677

License #02031088

1025 Oakland Avenue, Menlo Park
Offered at $1,998,000

Penelope Huang  ·  650.281.8028

License #01023392

Omar Kinaan  ·  650.776.2828

License #01723115

124 Peter Coutts Circle, Stanford
Offered at $1,375,000

Penelope Huang  ·  650.281.8028

License #01023392

Michael Huang  ·  650.248.0006

License No. 01984666

1260 Payne Drive, Los Altos
Offered at $2,395,000

Annette Smith  ·  650.766.9429

License #01180954

310 Kings Mountain Road, Woodside
Offered at $12,000,035

David Gray  ·  650.773.1271

License #01363266

1616 Union Avenue, Redwood City
Offered at $1,789,000

David Gray  ·  650.773.1271

License #01363266
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47 Hamilton Court, Palo Alto
Captivating curb appeal hints at the interior beauty 
of this classic 5 bedroom/2.5 bath Cape Cod 
home situated on a quiet Crescent Park cul-de-sac 
close to downtown Palo Alto. 

The remodeled kitchen features crisp white 
cabinets, sleek stone counters and stainless steel 
appliances. The adjoining family/dining room with 
a soaring open beam ceiling invites relaxed family 
living. Built-ins accommodate AV equipment and 
display/book shelving, and include a convenient 
buffet in the dining area.

There are two office/studies, a powder room and 
a romantic owners’ suite with luxurious bath on the 
main level. The second floor is comprised of 4 family 
bedrooms and a remodeled bath.

A tapestry of mature, colorful vegetation surrounds 
the home.

Offered at $5,995,000

www.47HamiltonCt.com

1087 Fife Avenue, Palo Alto
A striking eco-friendly front garden is the first 
impression of the appealing modern design of 
this 6 bedroom/2.5 bath home. Simple, clean 
architecture melds harmoniously with stylish interior 
appointments.

The sleekly remodeled European-style kitchen 
as Caesarstone countertops and stainless steel 
appliances. The living room features a dramatic 
high open-beam ceiling and connects to the 
dining area with two large sliding doors that open 
to an inviting deck and swimming pool.

The upper level has five family bedrooms, a spacious 
owners’ suite and an open sunny study or reading 
area.

Fantastic location within blocks to Addison 
Elementary, Eleanor Pardee and Rinconada parks, 
the Community Center and dynamic Downtown 
Palo Alto.

Offered at $4,475,000

www.1087Fife.com

IT'S A GREAT TIME TO BUY A HOME!

Included among the top Real Estate Teams in the Nation by the Wall Street Journal

C :: 650-465-5958   E :: carolandnicole@apr.com

Carol Carnevale
BRE#00946687

Nicole Aron
RE#00952657

State-of-the-art real estate, State-of-the-heart relationships!
Stay Connected! 586 Palo Alto Sales.....and counting

OPEN SUNDAY 1:30-4:30

OPEN SUNDAY 1:30-4:30
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IT'S A GREAT TIME TO BUY A HOME!

Offered at $6,238,000 www.328Churchill.com

This striking home is a bold representation of contemporary architecture embracing 
enduring principles of modern design. The floor plan includes 4 bedrooms, 5.5 baths, 2 
libraries and 1 office.

Approach the home through a private entry courtyard where lush greenery is punctuated 
by two gracious and colorful maple trees, contrasting with the clean simple lines and 
muted color palette of the home’s exterior elevation.

A dramatic two-story vaulted ceiling rises 23+ ft. above the center of the home and lower 
hallway that leads to the stunning living room with 13+ ft. ceilings. A varied placement of 
windows creates visual interest and allows natural light to flood the room

The lower level is comprised of living, dining and family rooms, a well-equipped eat-in 
kitchen, library and office. A unique aspect of this remarkable home is that all public 
rooms open to the surrounding garden landscaped in serene shades of green with 
occasional pops of brilliant color.

Natural light streams through 16 artistically arranged windows illuminating the unique 
open hallway connecting an upstairs library and 4 upper level bedrooms, each with 
private bath.

The garden is a rich tapestry of varied hues of green providing a peaceful natural 
backdrop harmonizing with the elegant simplicity of the home’s architectural design.

This captivating home is a rare sensory delight, and a place you will always want to go….
and never want to leave!

Living Area: 4,611 sq. ft. (Per county records, unverified)

Lot Size: 9,750 sq. ft. (Per county records, unverified)

OPEN SUNDAY 1:30-4:30

Included among the top Real Estate Teams in the Nation 
by the Wall Street Journal

C :: 650-465-5958
E :: carolandnicole@apr.com

Carol Carnevale
BRE#00946687

Nicole Aron
RE#00952657

State-of-the-art real estate,  
State-of-the-heart relationships! Stay Connected!

586 Palo Alto Sales.....and counting

328 Churchill Avenue, Palo Alto
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Covia promotes positive aging by cultivating healthy and engaged 
communities with a continuum of innovative services that actively support 
intellectual, physical, emotional, spiritual and social well-being. Covia 
supports the unique needs of seniors with the following programs: Life Plan 
Communities, affordable housing communities, and engagement programs. 

The aim of the Healthy Connections Pre-Medical Student Volunteer 
Program at Webster House Health Center, located one mile from Stanford 
University, is to enhance the quality of life for older adults who suffer from 
serious illnesses. This program provides a caring and reliable relationship 
between a senior resident and an undergraduate student who is interested 
in a career in medicine.  

Learn more about Healthy Connections Pre-Medical Student Volunteer 
Program at www.covia.org or contact Patricia Lau, MPA at plau@covia.org. 

 

1% for Good provides grants to local organizations that are active in improving 
our communities. Sereno Group Palo Alto will be supporting Healthy Connections 
from July through September 2018.

PALO ALTO  //  LOS ALTOS  //  LOS GATOS  //  NORTHPOINT LOS GATOS 

SARATOGA  //  WILLOW GLEN  //  SANTA CRUZ  //  APTOS

WWW.SERENOGROUP.COM/ONEPERCENT

HERE
FOR 
GOOD.

TM

Live well 
and age well—
anywhere 
you call home.
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LIST YOUR HOME WITH 
YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

“I strive to provide the highest standard of integrity and diligence.” 

XIN�JIANG
650.283.8379
xjiang@apr.com
www.xjiang.apr.com
License #01961451
Serving Palo Alto, Los Altos, Menlo Park, Atherton
MBA, The Wharton School, University of Pennsylvania 
BA, Waseda University Japan ( )
Fluent in Japanese and Mandarin
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1417 Pitman Avenue, Palo Alto

$4,600,000

1945 Cowper Street, Palo Alto

$4,925,000

1414 Edgewood Drive, Palo Alto

$10,900,000

1437 Dana Avenue, Palo Alto

$4,498,000

775 Garland Drive, Palo Alto

$4,000,000

2950 South Court, Palo Alto

$3,900,000

846 E Greenwich Place, Palo Alto

$5,610,000

1310 Greenwood Avenue, Palo Alto

$4,600,000

1414 Pitman Avenue, Palo Alto

$5,880,000

SO N OU N G O OOSOLD�IN�YOUR�NEIGHBORHOOD
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LOS ALTOS SHANGRI-LA

Margaret Williams, Ph.D.
Realtor Associate

650-888-6721
Margaretwilliams2010@gmail.com
CalBRE#: 00554210

411 Mundell Way, Los Altos
•  Built in 2002
•  Meticulously designed
•  All blueprints available
•  Superior amenities
•  Mesmerizing backyard

•  4 Bdrms/3.5 Baths
•  All rooms w/garden views
•  Interior: 3,512 SF
•  Lot size: 15,433 SF
•  Quiet country-like road

•  1 block to the Bike Path  
to Palo Alto and Stanford

•   Mid-Silicon Valley nr. jobs  
& freeways, but very close to  
friendly LA schools & town

Offered at $4,886,000

OPEN HOUSE: Saturday and Sunday, 9/29 & 9/30, 1-4 p.m.
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LOS ALTOS
3 Bedrooms 
1260 Payne Dr  $2,395,000
Sat/Sun 2-4 
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty 

847-1141
251 Biarritz Cir $3,398,000
Sat/Sun  
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty 

941-4300
1071 Suffolk Way $2,995,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker 324-4456

5 Bedrooms 
770 University Av $5,299,000
Sun  
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty 

644-3474

LOS ALTOS HILLS
4 Bedrooms 
27464 Altamont Rd $6,000,000
Sun  
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty 

644-3474

MENLO PARK
2 Bedrooms 
530 Laurel Av $2,350,000
Sat/Sun Sereno Group 323-1900

4 Bedrooms 
1630 Stanford Av $5,298,000
Sat/Sun 1-5 Coldwell Banker 324-4456
1044 Sonoma Av $3,495,000
Sat/Sun 2-4 Alain Pinel Realtors 462-1111
925 Cotton St $4,195,000
Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker 324-4456
35 Oak Hollow Way $4,398,000
Sat 2-4 Coldwell Banker 324-4456
2328 Branner Dr  $3,150,000
Sun 2-4 
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty 

847-1141

5 Bedrooms 
1943 Camino A Los Cerros $5,798,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker 324-4456
1340 Hoover St $2,995,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Alain Pinel Realtors 529-1111

MOSS BEACH
2 Bedrooms 
191 Reef Point Rd  $3,495,000
Sun 2-4 
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty 

847-1141

MOUNTAIN VIEW
2 Bedrooms - Condominium
505 Cypress Point Dr #214 $1,025,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker 325-6161

3 Bedrooms 
112 Beacon St $1,895,000
Sat/Sun Alain Pinel Realtors 941-1111
1654 Miramonte Av $2,080,000
Sat/Sun Sereno Group 947-2900

555 Pettis Av $2,298,000
Sat/Sun 1-5 Deleon Realty 543-8500
1577 Latham St $1,748,000
Sun 2-4 Alain Pinel Realtors 323-1111

3 Bedrooms - Townhouse
1920 Rock St #1 $1,088,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 Sereno Group 947-2900

4 Bedrooms - Townhouse
847 Avry Dr $1,598,000
Sat/Sun 1-5 
Intero Real Estate Services 947-4700

5 Bedrooms 
336 Mariposa Av $5,498,000
Sat/Sun  Deleon Realty 543-8500

PACIFICA
3 Bedrooms 
32 Humboldt Ct  $1,595,000
Sat 2-4/Sun 1-4    Alain Pinel Realtors 529-1111

PALO ALTO
2 Bedrooms - Condominium
798 University Av $1,699,000
Sat/Sun 1-5    Alain Pinel Realtors 323-1111

3 Bedrooms - Condominium
447 College Av $1,925,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 
Intero Real Estate Services 947-4700

4 Bedrooms 
1850 Waverley St  $4,750,000
Sun  
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty 

646-241-8125
1690 Edgewood Dr  $4,588,000
Sat/Sun 1-5 
Intero Real Estate Services 622-1000
731 Barron Av $1,988,000
Sat/Sun 1-5 Deleon Realty 543-8500
328 Churchill Av $6,238,000
Sun Alain Pinel Realtors 462-1111
2256 Santa Ana St $2,798,000
Sat/Sun Alain Pinel Realtors 323-1111

5 Bedrooms 
1820 Bret Harte St  $6,198,000
Sat/Sun  Keller Williams Palo Alto 454-8500
686 Matadero Av $3,600,000
Sat/Sun  Deleon Realty 543-8500
161 Bryant St $4,988,000
Sun Deleon Realty 543-8500
1117 Hamilton Av $6,988,000
Sat/Sun  Deleon Realty 543-8500
47 Hamilton Ct $5,995,000
Sun Alain Pinel Realtors 462-1111
216 Walter Hays Dr $5,498,000
Sun  
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty 

485-3007

6 Bedrooms 
1087 Fife Av $4,475,000
Sun Alain Pinel Realtors 462-1111
931 Laurel Glen Dr $6,995,000
Sun Alain Pinel Realtors 323-1111

PORTOLA VALLEY
3 Bedrooms 
271 S Balsamina Way  $2,695,000
Sat/Sun  Intero Real Estate Services 543-7740

130 Gabarda Way  $2,895,000
Sat/Sun  Intero Real Estate Services 543-7740

4 Bedrooms 
128 Pecora Way  $2,295,000
Sat/Sun  Intero Real Estate Services 543-7740
139 Crescent Av $2,795,000
Sun  Coldwell Banker 851-1961

5 Bedrooms 
20 Lerida Ct $3,488,000
Sat/Sun 1-5 Deleon Realty 543-8500
25 Bear Gulch Dr $5,595,000
Sat/Sun  Coldwell Banker 851-1961
1305 Westridge Dr $5,998,000
Sun  
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty 

427-9211

8 Bedrooms 
140 Willowbrook Dr $5,600,000
Sun Coldwell Banker 851-1961

REDWOOD CITY
3 Bedrooms 
140 Westgate St $1,898,000
Sat/Sun Coldwell Banker 324-4456

4 Bedrooms 
3411 & 3415 Bay Rd  $1,698,000
Sat/Sun 1-4:30     Deleon Realty 543-8500
129 Lakeview Way $3,395,000
Sun 1-5 Coldwell Banker 851-2666

SAN CARLOS
3 Bedrooms 
6 Chicory Ln $1,498,000
Sat/Sun 1-5 Deleon Realty 543-8500

SANTA CLARA
3 Bedrooms 
2052 Jamison Pl $1,498,000
Sat/Sun 1-5 Deleon Realty 543-8500

3 Bedrooms - Townhouse
2462 Golf Links Cir  $1,388,000
Sat/Sun 2-4 Coldwell Banker 324-4456

4 Bedrooms 
2619 Castello Way $1,299,999
Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker 851-2666

SARATOGA
5 Bedrooms 

18000 Rodeo Creek Hollow $4,488,000
Sat/Sun 1-5 Deleon Realty 543-8500

STANFORD
3 Bedrooms 

124 Peter Coutts Cir  $1,375,000
Sat/Sun 2-4 
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty 

847-1141

SUNNYVALE
3 Bedrooms 

346 E Washington Av $1,299,000
Sat/Sun Sereno Group 947-2900
810 Nisqually $1,998,000
Sat/Sun 1-5 Deleon Realty 543-8500

3 Bedrooms - Townhouse

991 Asilomar Ter #6 $1,298,880
Sat/Sun Coldwell Banker 325-6161

WOODSIDE
4 Bedrooms 

320 Old La Honda Rd $5,695,000
Sun 1-4 Coldwell Banker 851-2666
6 Quail Ct  $3,980,000
Sun 2-4 Intero Real Estate Services 543-7740

5 Bedrooms 

310 Kings Mountain Rd $12,000,035
Sun  
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty 

847-1141
215 Josselyn Ln $9,995,000
Sun  
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty 

703-8644

6 Bedrooms 

460 Las Pulgas Dr $5,988,000
Sun Deleon Realty 543-8500

650.543.8500
www.deleonrealty.com

®

650.543.8500 | www.deleonrealty.com | DeLeon Realty CalBRE #01903224

The DeLeon Difference®

$$ FOR SALE $$
Non MLS Homes & Land 

Call Jan

JAN STROHECKER, SRES
“Experience Counts 32 Years Top Sales Performance”

Realtor, DRE #00620365
Residential • Land • 1031 Exchanges

Direct: (650) 906-6516
Email: janstrohecker@yahoo.com

www.janstrohecker.com

CALL Jan Today 
for Best Results!

1170 SACRAMENTO STREET 3C, NOB HILL

Gorgeous condominium in fantastic Nob Hill location!
2 bed  |  2.5 bath  |  1 pk  

direct Coit Tower & Bay views  
Private Elevator Foyer and Sonos!

O F F E R E D  AT

NINA 
HATVANY

$3,270,0001170Sacramento3C.com

415.345.3022
nina@ninahatvany.com

License # 01152226

Today’s 

news, sports 

& hot picks

Sign up today at  

PaloAltoOnline.com

Fresh news 
delivered  

daily

OPEN HOMES
UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED, 
 ALL TIMES ARE 1:30-4:30 PM
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Bulletin
Board

115 Announcements
DID YOU KNOW  
that newspapers serve an engaged 
audience and that 79% still read a 
print newspaper? Newspapers need to 
be in your mix! Discover the Power of 
Newspaper Advertising. For more info 
email cecelia@cnpa.com or call (916) 
288-6011. (Cal-SCAN)

DID YOU KNOW  
7 IN 10 Americans or 158 million U.S. 
Adults read content from newspaper 
media each week? Discover the Power 
of Newspaper Advertising. For a free 
brochure call  
916-288-6011 or email cecelia@cnpa.
com (Cal-SCAN)

EVERY BUSINESS  
has a story to tell! Get your message out 
with California’s PRMedia Release — the 
only Press Release Service operated by 
the press to get press! For more info 
contact Cecelia @ 916-288-6011 or 
http://prmediarelease.com/california 
(Cal-SCAN)

Bossa Nova/Jazz Concert 9/29 in - $15 
donation

FREE BOOK/MEDIA GIVEWAWAY

HUGE BOOK SALE OCT 13 & 14

The Vintage Mountain View Shop

130 Classes & 
Instruction

ExpertMathematicsTutoring.com  
Mathematics/Computer Science 
650-208-5303 
Matthew T. Lazar, Ph.D. 
https://expertmathematicstutoring.
com/

FREE Lecture/Dr. Sara Gottfried

133 Music Lessons
Christina Conti Piano  
Private piano lessons. In your home 
or mine. Bachelor of Music, 20+ years 
exp. 650/493-6950

CMEC Music Instruction  
Covenant Music Education Center 
(CMEC) invites children and youth 
wishing to enroll in private music 
lessons in piano, voice, flute, violin, 
brasses and organ. Contact Covenant 
Music Education Center at 650-494-1760 
or covenant presbyterian.net/cmec.

Guitar Lessons For Engineers  
Please see www.rkguitar.com for 
musical samples and details.

145 Non-Profits 
Needs
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT  
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. FREE 
3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free 
Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care of. 
Call 1-844-491-2884 (Cal-SCAN)

Got an older car, boat or RV?  
Do the humane thing. Donate it to the 
Humane Society. Call 1-844-335-2616 
(Cal-SCAN)

DONATE BOOKS/SUPPORT PA LIBRARY

Volunteer help wanted

WISHLIST FRIENDS PA LIBRARY

150 Volunteers
FRIENDS OF THE PALO ALTO LIBRARY

JOIN OUR ONLINE STOREFRONT TEAM

Love MATH? Share your passion

Love to READ? Share your passion

Study testing app for depression

For Sale
201 Autos/Trucks/
Parts
Volvo 2007 S 60 2.5 L Turbo  
Nice 2007 Volvo sedan w/Car Fax.4 new 
Michelin tires. Black w/beige leather 
inside,moon roof,Turbo 5 cyl,back-up 
assist. Rear seats fold flat. Offered mid-
range KBB / Car Fax

202 Vehicles Wanted
WANTED! Old Porsche  
356/911/912 for restoration by hobbyist 
1948-1973 Only. Any condition, top $ 
paid! PLEASE LEAVE MESSAGE 1-707-
965-9546. Email: porscherestoration@
yahoo.com. (Cal-SCAN)

210 Garage/Estate 
Sales
Palo Alto, 1280 Pine Street, 8a-noonish

Palo Alto, 165 Santa Rita Ave, 
September 29 10-2  
Clothes, books, toys, plants, household 
items, baked goods 

Palo Alto, 50 Embarcadero Road,  
Sept. 22, 9-3

245 Miscellaneous
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00-  
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own 
bandmill- Cut lumber any dimension. 
In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD: 
www.NorwoodSawmills.com  
1-800-567-0404 Ext.300N (Cal-SCAN)

Vintage Mountain View Shop

Mind
& Body

425 Health Services
FDA-Registered Hearing Aids  
100% Risk-Free! 45-Day Home Trial. 
Comfort Fit. Crisp Clear Sound. If you 
decide to keep it, PAY ONLY $299 per 
aid. FREE Shipping. Call Hearing Help 
Express 1- 844-234-5606 (Cal-SCAN)

Medical-Grade HEARING AIDS  
for LESS THAN $200! FDA-Registered. 
Crisp, clear sound, state of-the-art 
features & no audiologist needed.  
Try it RISK FREE for 45 Days! CALL  
1-877-736-1242 (Cal-SCAN)

OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere!  
No tanks to refill. No deliveries. The All-
New Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! 
FAA approved! FREE info kit:  
1-844-359-3976. (Cal-SCAN)

440 Massage Therapy
Home massage by French masseuse

PLACE 
AN AD

 ONLINE
fogster.com

E-MAIL  
ads@fogster.com

PHONE  
650.326.8216

Now you can log on to 
fogster.com, day or night 
and get your ad started 
immediately online. 
Most listings are free and 
include a one-line free 
print ad in our Peninsula 
newspapers with the 
option of photos and 
additional lines. Exempt 
are employment ads, 
which include a web 
listing charge. Home 
Services and Mind & Body 
Services require contact 
with a Customer Sales 
Representative.

So, the next time you 
have an item to sell, 
barter, give away or 
buy, get the perfect 
combination: print ads in 
your local newspapers, 
reaching more than 
150,000 readers, and 
unlimited free web 
postings reaching 
hundreds of thousands 
additional people!!

INDEX
  BULLETIN BOARD 
100-155

  FOR SALE 
200-270

  KIDS STUFF 
330-390

  MIND & BODY 
400-499

JOBS 
500-560 

BUSINESS 
SERVICES 
600-699

HOME 
SERVICES 
700-799 

 FOR RENT/ 
FOR SALE  
REAL ESTATE  
801-899

PUBLIC/LEGAL 
NOTICES 

995-997
The publisher waives any and all claims 
or consequential damages due to errors 
Embarcadero Media cannot assume 
responsibility for the claims or performance 
of its advertisers. Embarcadero Media right 
to refuse, edit or reclassify any ad solely at its 
discretion without prior notice.

Marketplace fogster.comTM

THE PENINSULA’S  
FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEB SITE

Combining the reach of the Web with 
print ads reaching over 150,000 readers!

fogster.com is a unique web site offering FREE postings from communities throughout the Bay Area and 
an opportunity for your ad to appear in the Palo Alto Weekly, The Almanac and the Mountain View Voice.

Across

1 Bela Fleck’s instrument
6 Buca di ___ (Italian restaurant 

chain)
11 “Spring forward” clock abbr.
14 Dizzy
15 Open, as a toothpaste tube
16 Egypt’s org. from 1961 to 

1971
17 Natural furniture that’s only 

good for serving stew, thanks 
to some spoons?

20 “That’s funny”
21 Group within a group
22 Country home
23 Air quality index issue
25 Gather wool from
27 Overlook
28 Moves on
30 Some baseball stats
32 Law professor Hill
34 Laborious way to open an 

envelope
36 Distress signal
39 Starting note for an 

underwater orchestra, thanks 
to some forks?

42 Highland Games wear

43 Pass, as a law
44 Keep away from
45 “The King ___”
46 “Rhinestone Cowboy” singer 

Campbell
47 Rook’s cousin
50 Bring joy to
53 Neighbor of Wyo.
56 “The Bathers” artist Pierre-

Auguste
58 Microsoft MP3 player 

discontinued in 2012
60 Latin for “where” (or prefix 

for “soft” in a video game 
publisher name)

61 Writing implement that’s 
realer than margarine, thanks 
to some knives?

64 Tikkanen who won the 
Stanley Cup five times

65 World’s smallest island nation
66 “___, c’est moi!” (Louis XIV 

claim)
67 “Star Wars: The Force 

Awakens” hero
68 Actor Lew of “All Quiet on the 

Western Front”
69 Dispatched, Biblical-style

Down

1 Scolds, with “out”
2 “___ of One’s Own” (Virginia 

Woolf work)
3 Addition to the dictionary
4 Buddy’s “Beverly Hillbillies” role
5 Some World Cup cheers
6 Brewery founder Adolphus
7 Quick Internet message, back 

at the beginning of the 
Internet

8 1994 campus comedy with a 
cameo by George Clinton

9 Groceries holder
10 Makes a decision
11 City with the world’s tallest 

man-made structure
12 Adds seasoning to
13 Radiohead’s “Fake Plastic ___”
18 Capone’s nemesis
19 They rarely give ones
24 Noel Fielding’s character on 

“The IT Crowd,” e.g.
26 “___ You Glad You’re You?”
29 All finished
31 Push forward
32 At the back of the boat 

33 Actress Vardalos
34 Epitome of slowness
35 Nervous twitch
36 Confront
37 Monk’s condition
38 “___ Will Be Loved” (possible 

song at the next Super Bowl 
halftime show)

40 In progress
41 “Rudolph, the Red-Nosed 

Reindeer” narrator Burl
45 Off-base designation
46 Courteous fellow
47 Jon of “Two and a Half Men”
48 Actress Witherspoon
49 Dental crown alternative
51 Bright blue shade
52 Ballet outfits
54 Without missing ___
55 “Roots” family surname
57 Macbeth’s burial isle
59 Long swimmers
62 Clinger on a hiker’s sock
63 “Bang and Blame” band

©2018 Jonesin’ Crosswords (editor@
jonesincrosswords.com)

“Silverwhere?” — check your place setting. Matt Jones

Answers on page 55. Answers on page 55. www.sudoku.name

This week’s SUDOKU

fogster.com

To respond to ads 
without phone numbers  
Go to www.Fogster.com

Combining  
the reach  

of the Web with 
print ads reaching 

over 150,000 
readers!

THE 
PENINSULA’S  

FREE 
CLASSIFIEDS 

WEBSITE
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Jobs
500 Help Wanted
ENGINEER: CUSTOMER SUPPORT 
(Palo Alto, CA)  
Prvde customer facing support & 
perfrm non-customer facing support 
work. BS in Comp Eng, Comp Sci, MIS/
equiv. 3yrs exp. as Cust Support Eng, 
Solutions Architect, Programmer 
Analyst/equiv.3yrs concurrent exp. w/
Enterprise app s/w support; Microsoft 
SQL Server/Oracle/MySQL & IIS other 
web servers; APIs, web services & web 
service technology, specfclly support 
questns SOAP & REST, XML & JSON; 
Programming, scripting & automation, 
troubleshooting & debugging; Written 
& verbal communication skills technical 
concepts to customers & partners. Mail 
resumes: ATTN:HR KJ092018 Integration 
Appliance, Inc. 200 Portage Ave. Palo 
Alto CA 94306

540 Domestic Help 
Wanted
domestic/caregiver

Business
Services

601 Accounting/
Bookkeeping
ADMIN. ASSISTANT  
bkpg incl payroll, bill paying, tax prep. 
Leave contact name and telephone at 
650-968-5680 or email to kara@jps.net.

604 Adult Care 
Offered
A PLACE FOR MOM  
The nation’s largest senior living referral 
service. Contact our trusted,local 
experts today! Our service is FREE/
no obligation. CALL 1-855-467-6487. 
(Cal-SCAN)

624 Financial
ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR MORE  
ON YOUR TAXES? Stop wage & bank 
levies, liens & audits, unfiled tax returns, 
payroll issues, & resolve tax debt FAST. 
Call 855-970-2032. (Cal-SCAN)

Unable to work due to injury  
or illness? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc., 
Social Security Disability Attorneys! FREE 
Evaluation. Local Attorneys Nationwide 
1-844-879-3267. Mail: 2420 N St NW, 
Washington DC. Office: Broward Co. FL 
(TX/NM Bar.) (Cal-SCAN)

636 Insurance
DENTAL INSURANCE  
Call Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company for details. NOT just a  
discount plan, REAL coverage for  
350 procedures. 1-855-472-0035 or  
http://www.dental50plus.com/canews 
Ad# 6118 (Cal-SCAN)

Lowest Prices  
on Health & Dental Insurance. We have 
the best rates from top companies! Call 
Now! 888-989-4807. (Cal-SCAN)

SAVE  
on Medicare Supplement Insurance! 
Get a FAST and FREE Rate Quote from 
Medicare.com. No Cost! No Obligation! 
Compare Quotes from Major Insurance 
Cos. Operators Standing By. CALL  
1-855-690-0310. (Cal-SCAN)

640 Legal Services
DID YOU KNOW  
that the average business spends the 
equivalent of nearly 1½ days per week 
on digital marketing activities? CNPA 
can help save you time and money. For 
more info email cecelia@cnpa.com or 
call (916) 288-6011. (Cal-SCAN)

Home
Services

707 Cable/Satellite
DIRECTV SELECT PACKAGE!  
Over 150 Channels, ONLY $35/month 
(for 12 mos.) Order Now! Get a $100 
AT&T Visa Rewards Gift Card (some 
restrictions apply) CALL 1-866-249-0619 
(Cal-SCAN)

715 Cleaning 
Services
Junk Removal Diva  
Woman Owned Professional All Junk 
removal, since 2010. 
No Job Too Small or Too Big; Household, 
Office, etc. 
Call: (650) 834-5462

PA Molly Maid, Inc.  
Give yourself the gift of time and  
let Molly Maid clean your home,  
contact us at 650-965-1105 or at  
pamollymaid@aol.com

751 General 
Contracting

A NOTICE TO READERS:  
It is illegal for an unlicensed person 
to perform contracting work on any 
project valued at $500.00 or more in 
labor and materials. State law also 
requires that contractors include their 
license numbers on all advertising. 
Check your contractor’s status at 
www.cslb.ca.gov or 800-321-CSLB 
(2752). Unlicensed persons taking 
jobs that total less than $500.00 
must state in their advertisements 
that they are not licensed by the 
Contractors State License Board. 

757 Handyman/
Repairs
Water Damage to Your Home?  
Call for a quote for professional cleanup 
& maintain the value of your home! Set 
an appt. today! Call 1-855-401-7069 
(Cal-SCAN)

Real
Estate

801 Apartments/
Condos/Studios
San Carlos, 2 BR/2 BA - $3000

San Carlos, 2 BR/2 BA - $2,900

815 Rentals Wanted
Couple Seeks Long Term Rental

825 Homes/Condos 
for Sale
Atherton, 3 BR/2 BA - $2,888,888  
Central Atherton 
3 Bedroom 2 Bath 
Family Room, Pool and New Roof 
Caul De Sac Location 
Los Lomitas Schools 
Owner Agent 
650-208-0664

Mountain View, 1 BR/1 BA - $649,000

San Carlos, 4 BR/3 BA - $2399000

845 Out of Area
NORTHERN AZ WILDERNESS 
RANCHES  
$249 Month - Quiet very secluded 
38 acre off grid ranches bordering 
640 acres of uninhabited State Trust 
woodlands at cool clear 6,200’ elevation. 
No urban noise & dark sky nights amid 
pure air & AZ’s very best year-round 
climate. Outstanding selection of 
tree cover, terrains and landscapes. 
Blends of evergreen woodlands & 
grassy wild flower covered meadows 
with sweeping views across scenic 
wilderness mountains and valleys 
from ridgetop cabin sites. Abundant 
clean groundwater at shallow depths, 
free well access, loam garden soil, 
maintained road access. Camping and 
RV use ok. Near historic pioneer town 
& fishing / boating lake. From $28,500, 
$2,850 down, with no qualifying seller 
financing. Free brochure with photos, 
additional property selections with 
prices, terrain maps, lake info, weather 
chart/area info: 1st United Realty 
800.966.6690. (Cal-SCAN)

890 Real Estate 
Wanted
KC BUYS HOUSES - FAST - CASH  
Any Condition. Family owned & 
Operated . Same day offer! (951) 777-
2518 WWW.KCBUYSHOUSES.COM 
(Cal-SCAN)

Legal
Notices

995 Fictitious Name 
Statement
VISTA TECHNOLOGIES 
VISTA TECH 
FCI VISTA 
MINIMINER.COM 
MINI MINER 
VISTA NETWORKS 
VISTA NETWORK 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: FBN645759  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
1.) Vista Technologies, 2.) Vista Tech, 
3.) FCI Vista, 4.)Miniminer.com, 5.) 
Mini Miner, 6.) Vista Networks, 7.) Vista 
Network, located at 2225 East Bayshore 
Rd., Palo Alto, CA 94303, Santa Clara 
County.  
Registered owner(s): 
ARMEN ARMOND TEMURIAN 
2225 E. Bayshore Rd. 
Palo Alto, CA 94303 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on May 10, 2018. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on 
August 24, 2018. 
(PAW Sept. 14, 21, 28; Oct. 5, 2018)

SVHOODS 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: FBN646154  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: SVHOODS, located at 
2850 Middlefield Road, Unit E120, Palo 
Alto, CA 94306, Santa Clara County. 
This business is owned by: A 
Corporation.  
The name and residence address of the 

registrant(s) is(are): 
HOOD GREGORY 
2850 Middlefield Road, Unit E120 
Palo Alto, CA 94306 
Registrant began transacting business 
under the fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on 09/01/2018. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on 
September 6, 2018.  
(PAW Sept. 14, 21, 28; Oct. 5, 2018)

AJ’S QUICK CLEAN CENTER 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: FBN646128  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
AJ’S Quick Clean Center, located at 3175 
Middlefield Rd., Palo Alto, CA 94306, 
Santa Clara County.  
This business is owned by: An Individual.  
The name and residence address of the 
registrant(s) is(are): 
JOOYONG LEE 
460 Saratoga Ave. Apt 101 
San Jose, CA 95129 
Registrant began transacting business 
under the fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on N/A. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on 
September 6, 2018.  
(PAW Sept. 21, 28; Oct. 5, 12, 2018)

SAVVY TAX AND BOOKKEEPING 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: FBN646597  
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Savvy Tax and Bookkeeping, located at 
16165 Monterey Road, #207, Morgan Hill, 
CA 95037, Santa Clara County.  
This business is owned by: An Individual.  
The name and residence address of the 
registrant(s) is(are): 
ZDENKA KOLARIK 
305 Vineyard Town Center, #257 
Morgan Hill, CA 95037  
Registrant began transacting business 
under the fictitious business name(s) 
listed above on 09/19/2018. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on 
September 19, 2018. 
(PAW Sept. 28; Oct. 5, 12, 19, 2018)

fogster.comTM
THE PENINSULA’S FREE CLASSIFIEDS WEBSITE 

TO RESPOND TO ADS WITHOUT PHONE NUMBERS  
GO TO WWW.FOGSTER.COM

MARKETPLACE the printed version of 

Answers to this week’s puzzles, which can be found on page 54.

We handle all your 
Legal publishing needs

Call Alicia Santillan
650-223-6578  

asantillan@paweekly.com

24/7 Online

•  The Palo Alto Weekly is adjudicated to 
publish in the County of Santa Clara.

•  Our adjudication includes the Mid-
Peninsula communities of Palo Alto, 
Stanford,  
Los Altos, and Mountain View

•  The Palo Alto Weekly publishes every 
Friday.

No phone 
number in the ad?  

GO TO
fogster.com

for contact information
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HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL

Sports
Shorts

READ MORE ONLINE
www.PASportsOnline.com

For expanded daily coverage of  
college and prep sports, visit 
www.PASportsOnline.com

Friday
College women’s volleyball: USC 

at Stanford, 8 p.m., ESPN2
Saturday

College football: Stanford at Notre 
Dame, 4:30 p.m., NBC

Sunday
Women’s basketball: FIBA Wom-

en’s World Cup final, noon, ESPN
College women’s soccer: USC at 

Stanford, 1 p.m., Pac-12 Networks
College men’s soccer: UClA at 

Stanford, 5 p.m., Pac-12 Networks

ON THE AIR

RYDER HEROICS ...Stanford commit 
Rachel Heck, 16, of Memphis, 
Tennessee, clinched the winning 
half-point on the 18th green hole 
with a 12-foot birdie putt that halved 
the match with Annabell Fuller, 16, 
of England, and the United States of 
America defeated Europe 12 1/2-11 
1/2 in the Junior Ryder Cup at Golf 
Disneyland at Disneyland Paris on 
Tuesday. “It’s incredible to have the 
team be right on the green,” said 
Heck, who made the cut last week 
in her second major on the LPGA 
Tour at the Evian Masters. “It was 
the most incredible experience of my 
life. It is so nice to be in Paris playing 
with my best friends.” Lucy Li, 15, of 
Redwood Shores, got the U.S. out 
of the blocks in the day’s opening 
match, with a solid 4&3 victory over 
Amanda Linner, of Sweden.

INVITE TO A RACE ...After a year 
hiatus, the Stanford Invitational 
cross country meet is back. The 
44th version will be held Saturday at 
Stanford Golf Course, beginning at 9 
a.m. The meet provides a glimpse of 
the Stanford teams that are regarded 
as national contenders and serves 
as a showcase for some of the best 
high school runners in the state and 
beyond. The college races begin 
at 9:50 a.m. and are sandwiched 
among 12 high school races, six 
each for boys and girls covering five 
enrollment divisions and seeded 
races. Overall, there will be nearly 
4,000 runners.

THE HONOR ROLL ...Stanford 
senior goalkeeper Oliver Lewis was 
voted the Mountain Pacific Sports 
Federation Player of the Week after 
recording career-high totals in saves 
in consecutive games over the 
weekend. Lewis totaled 32 saves, 
including several crucial stops, in 
two key road victories over No. 
5 UC Santa Barbara and No. 10 
Pepperdine this past weekend.  
. . . Menlo College women’s soccer 
goalie Paula Lara-Ruiz earned 
Golden State Athletic Conference 
Defensive Player of the Week honors 
following a week in which the Oaks 
won twice. Lara-Ruiz earned her 
second shutout of the season on 
Thursday with a 2-0 win over William 
Jessup University. She recorded six 
saves in the victory, her third of the 
season.

Palo Alto senior middle Messi Mahe (55) has been an important part of the Vikings defense this season.
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Paly prepares for ‘Game of the Week’
The Vikings and Chargers are both undefeated after five games

by Glenn Reeves

T here’s no overstating the 
significance of Friday’s 
prep football matchup pit-

ting Palo Alto and Wilcox.
The sideline and press box at 

Wilcox will be full for the 7 p.m. 
game as virtually every media or-
ganization in the South Bay that 
covers high school football will 
have a representative on hand.

They all agree: this is the Game 
of the Week

“Who would’ve thought,’’ Palo 
Alto coach Nelson Gifford said. 
“Paly-Wilcox the game of the 

week. If you predicted that be-
fore the season started, nobody 
would’ve believed it. It’s a cool 
thing to be part of.’’

Both teams are 5-0. Wilcox 
won its Santa Clara Valley Ath-
letic League De Anza Division 
opener last Friday, 59-7 over Fre-
mont, while Palo Alto was knock-
ing off defending champion Mil-
pitas, 41-13. 

The Chargers have averaged 
45 points per game on offense 
while allowing an average of 8 
points per game, thus far this sea-
son. The only close game they’ve 

played was the season opener 
when they pulled a shocker and 
gave an indication of what was to 
come with a 10-6 win over Valley 
Christian.

“They’re the real deal,’’ Gifford 
said. “The thing that’s stood out 
about them is how clean they are. 
They have mastered every aspect 
of their offense, defense and spe-
cial teams. They don’t false start. 
They don’t fumble.’’

Wilcox has a long history run-
ning the veer offense, a constant 
with the program for nearly 40 
years, since the early 1980s. De 

La Salle is the other Bay Area 
football program that has made 
notable use of the veer. Executed 
properly it’s extremely difficult to 
stop.

Quick-opening running plays 
are its calling card. Long gainers 
are common. The fumble can be a 
nemesis. That the Chargers aren’t 
putting the ball on the ground this 
year makes them an especially 
formidable opponent.

“It’s a legacy offense,’’ Gifford 
said. “Wilcox runs the split-back 

(continued on page 59)

Cardinal-Irish rivalry 
spans decades

Both teams are ranked among the top 10 

STANFORD FOOTBALL

by Glenn Reeves

S tanford and Notre Dame 
have a history that dates 
to the 1925 Rose Bowl, 

a legendary game in the annals 
of college football with the Four 
Horsemen on one side and Pop 
Warner coaching Ernie Nevers 
on the other side. The Fighting 
Irish won 27-10 despite Nevers 
out-gaining all four horsemen 
combined.

Flash to the present. This Sat-
urday in South Bend it’s No. 7 
ranked Stanford (4-0) going up 
against No. 8 Notre Dame (4-0). 
It’s the first matchup between the 

two with both teams undefeated 
since that 1925 Rose Bowl.

Notre Dame leads the series 19-
13 and the Cardinal is only 4-12 
in games played at Notre Dame. 

“It’s a difficult place to win and 
it’s one that has gotten louder,’’ 
Stanford coach David Shaw said. 
“You’ve got to be prepared for 
noise, got to be prepared for the 
crowd being into it.’’

The series has become increas-
ingly competitive in recent years. 
The last 14 games have been split 
7-7 and decided by 18 total points.

(continued on page 58)

No. 7 Stanford hopes to get Bryce Love (20) a few more 
opportujnities to make plays this week against No. 8 Notre Dame.
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The best is yet to come
No. 2 Stanford gets another test on Friday

STANFORD VOLLEYBALL

by Rick Eymer

S tanford women’s volley-
ball coach Kevin Hambly 
thinks his second-ranked 

Cardinal can develop into a pret-
ty good offensive team sometime 
this year.

Wait . . . what?
Stanford, which defeated No. 

18 UCLA, 25-18, 25-19, 25-17 on 
Wednesday night, entered play 
with a .307 hitting percentage, 
fifth in the nation. The Cardinal 
hit .316 against the Bruins, its 
fifth nationally-ranked opponent.

“I think there’s more,” Hambly 
said. “We’re still going to try and 
spread things out.”

Stanford can already choose 
between two-time National 
Player of the Year Kathryn Plum-
mer and All-Americans Audri-
ana Fitzmorris and Tami Alade. 
There’s also Meghan McClure, 
who puts a pretty good swing on 
the ball.

Now there’s freshman Holly 
Campbell, whose rapid develop-
ment allowed Hambly to move 
Fitzmorris to the opposite.

Campbell recorded her season-
high 14 kills against the Bruins, 
doubling her previous best. She 
also added six blocks, two shy 
of her season-high against Penn 
State.

“She’s a good front row player 
and she’s still developing,” Ham-
bly said. 

Campbell gets another big test 

Friday when No. 13 USC (10-3, 
2-0) comes to town for a Pac-12 
Conference match.

Campbell, raised in Austin, 
Texas, knew she wanted to at-
tend Stanford by the time she 
was in middle school, a couple 
of years after she started playing 
volleyball.

Why not stay at home?
“It was a little too close to 

home,” she said. “I wanted to go 
somewhere else and see what it 
was like.”

She started following the Car-
dinal before attending Westlake 
High in Austin and just decided 
that she enjoyed volleyball enough 
to want to keep working hard and 
get better. 

Sheesh, she was already under 
the influence of the Tree.

“I just thought both the academ-
ics and volleyball were amazing,” 
Campbell said. “I followed the 
whole team, everybody was so 
good. I didn’t have one favorite.”

As a 6-foot-4 freshman middle 
blocker at Westlake High in Aus-
tin, she went on the offensive and 
began reaching out to colleges 
around the country.

She learned she had to wait un-
til the beginning of her junior year 
to actually make connections. By 
then she was a top 20 recruit and 
getting plenty of attention.

“Stanford was always my No. 
1 choice. I just didn’t realize it 
could happen until I started the 

application process,” she said.
Joining a Final Four team that 

returned six starters, Campbell 
earned a spot in the rotation, shar-
ing the middle with senior Tami 
Alade.

“She earned it in practice,” 
Stanford coach Kevin Hambly 
said. “I wanted to move Fitz to 
the right side and have Holly play 
that role. I’m glad it worked out.”

The next step was to work 
with setter Jenna Gray to estab-
lish a connection. Consider it 
accomplished.

Campbell jumped into fourth on 
the team with 72 kills, two more 
than Alade, and improved her 

hitting percentage to .335 from 
.261. She also became the fifth 
Stanford player to record double-
digits in a match this season.

The Women of Troy, who fea-
ture Sacred Heart Prep grad Vic-
toria Garrick as their libero, bring 
a five-match winning streak into 
Maples Pavilion. St. Francis grad 
Jenna Adams is a defensive spe-
cialist for USC.

“We tested ourselves early and 
we’ve responded to that,” Hambly 
said. “We all had to grow up. USC 
will be a challenge.”

Stanford holds a 63-24 lead in 
the all-time series against USC. 
The Cardinal has won four in a 

row against the Trojans. 
Plummer led all players with 17 

kills against UCLA and was one 
dig shy of a double-double. Mc-
Clure had 12 kills on .435 hitting, 
seven digs and three blocks.

Junior libero Mogan Hentz, who 
continues to make unbelievable 
moves on the volleyball court, 
finished with a match-high 18 
digs. She needs five more to move 
into fifth place on the all-time list 
ahead of Cary Wendell (1,319) 
and Jordan Burgess (1,320).

Stanford won its third straight 
against UCLA and extended 
its home winning streak to 24 
matches. 

Stanford’s Tami Alade (6) and Kathryn Plummer go up for the block during Wednesday night’s match 
with UCLA.

Local teams in the thick of league races
Menlo, Castilleja head for showdown in PAL girls water polo

PREP REPORT

by Rick Eymer

T he league races in most 
sports are taking shape, 
with Sacred Heart Prep 

boys and girls water polo teams 
making a statement with big wins 
this week. The Menlo School 
boys took a big step forward with 
their victory over Menlo-Ather-
ton and Woodside continues to be 
a factor in the Peninsula Athletic 
League Bay Division.

Castilleja and Menlo appear 
headed for a showdown to deter-
mine the PAL regular-season girls 
water polo title as both remain un-
defeated in league play.

The Gunn girls are in the title 
hunt in the SCVAL De Anza Di-
vision, with a big game looming 
against visiting Los Gatos at 6:45 
p.m. Thursday.

On the girls volleyball front, 
M-A is in the thick of things in 
the PAL and Woodside has been 
a pleasant surprise. 

Palo Alto entered Thursday 
night’s game at Lynbrook as the 
only undefeated team in the Santa 
Clara Valley Athletic League De 
Anza Division and Gunn is near 
the top of the SCVAL El Camino 
Division.

Menlo School is in the running 
for the West Bay Athletic League 
title. The Knights host Sacred 

Heart Prep in a rivalry match at 
6:30 p.m. Tuesday.

In girls’ tennis, Menlo contin-
ues to roll through the WBAL, 
winning its 251st consecutive 
regular-season league match 
with a 7-0 victory over Harker on 
Wednesday.

The Knights head to San Diego 
for the Point Loma Classic this 
weekend.

Menlo-Atherton entered Thurs-
day’s match against Half Moon 
Bay with a lengthy regular-season 
streak of its own. The Bears have 
won 64 straight regular-season 
PAL matches.

In girls’ golf, Menlo School, 
Castilleja and Harker are all vy-
ing for the top spot in the WBAL.

Monday’s Castilleja-Menlo 
match at Menlo Country Club and 
Tuesday’s Menlo-Harker match 
will go a long way in determining 
the regular-season title.

Palo Alto is in control of the 
SCVAL race after beating Gunn 
earlier in the week and meets 
Monta Vista at Sunnyvale Muni 
at 4 p.m. Thursday. Gunn and 
Saratoga play Tuesday at Palo 
Alto Hills Golf and Country Club.

Boys water polo 
Larsen Weigle scored five times 

and the Sacred Heart Prep boys 

water polo team beat visiting Bel-
larmine 15-7 in a West Catho-
lic Athletic League contest on 
Wednesday.

Bellarmine scored twice in the 
first two minutes of the contest 
but Andrew Churukian, Walker 
Seymour (twice) and Weigle 
scored to move Sacred Heart Prep 
ahead to stay.

The Gators scored five of the 
first six goals in the second period 
to take charge. 

Churukian and Seymour each 
scored four times while Will Ri-
ley scored once and added four 
assists. Kyle Ballack had two as-
sists and a pair of steals and goalie 
Griffen Price recorded nine saves.

Sacred Heart Prep (8-1, 3-0) 
hosts Menlo (11-1, 3-0) in a non-
league game Tuesday at 4 p.m.

The Knights beat host Menlo-
Atherton 19-2 in a PAL match as 
Jack King found the back of the 
net six times. Connor MacMitch-
ell and Connor Enright each 
scored twice.

Woodside beat visiting Burlin-
game 10-8 on Wednesday to stay 
in contention in the Peninsula 
Athletic League.

Andrew Mills scored four times 
and Joe Untrecht added three 
goals for the Wildcats (13-4, 3-1), 
who have a league bye next week.

Girls water polo 
Sophie Reynolds scored three 

goals, Sophia Golub added a pair 
and Menlo School topped host 
Menlo-Atherton, 11-3, in a Pen-
insula Athletic League contest 
Wednesday.

Natalie Hildebrand recorded 
nine saves for the Knights (9-5, 
3-0), who travel to play at Sacred 
Heart Prep at 5 p.m. (10-5, 3-0) 
Tuesday.

The Gators blasted host Presen-
tation, 13-1, in a WCAL match 
Wednesday as Annabel Facey and 
Alexandra Szczerba each scored 
three times. Eleanor Facey and 
Isabella Bachler each had two 
goals. Megan Norris recorded 
seven saves and did not allow a 

goal in her three quarters.
Castilleja remained undefeated 

in PAL play after swamping Notre 
Dame Belmont 14-6 at Serra 
High. Madison Lewis and Claire 
Pisani each scored four times to 
lead Casti (9-2, 4-0), which travels 
to Woodside for a league match 
next Wednesday at 4 p.m.

Girls tennis 
Maddi Page, Iris Lu and Isa 

Cossio each won their singles 
matches in straight sets and host 
Palo Alto beat Los Altos, 5-2, 
in a Santa Clara Valley Athletic 
League De Anza Division contest 
on Wednesday.

Minhee Chung and Castilleja remained unbeaten in PAL play after 
beating Notre Dame Belmont on Wednesday.

(continued on next page)

K
a

re
n

 A
m

b
ro

se
 H

icke
y

D
a

v
id

 L
e

w
is



Page 58 • September 28, 2018 • Palo Alto Weekly • www.PaloAltoOnline.com

Sports

Living Well
The Peninsula’s resource guide  
for seniors and their families

Coming this November
Look for your copy of Living Well at over 100 

locations throughout the Midpeninsula. 

Community Centers and Town Halls
Hospitals and Health Centers

Libraries and Senior Centers/Facilities

2 0 1 9  E D I T I O N  I S  C O M I N G 

Living Well is a comprehensive source of 

local information with a directory of services 

offered by not-for-profit organizations and 

other agencies. Listings will cover subjects 

from nutrition counseling to financial 

planning, home care to hospice, recreational 

activities to computer training and more. 

Including:

Be part of Living Well 2019 
Contact your advertising rep 

 for more information  

or call/email Connie Jo Cotton  

at 650.223.6571  

ccotton@paweekly.com 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that proposals will be 

RFP # 18-P-08-IT:  Hewlett Packard Toners

rbishop@pausd.
org
Churchill Ave Palo Alto, CA  94306
All questions concerning this request should be directed 

rbishop@
pausd.org.
Interested parties must submit proposals to the 

Avenue, Palo Alto, CA 94306, by 3 P.M. on Tuesday, 
October 23, 2018.
BY ORDER

PALO ALTO UNIFIED 
SCHOOL DISTRICT
NOTICE TO BIDDERS

So how does Notre Dame stack 
up as a rival of Stanford’s?

“Talk to our players,’’ Shaw 
said. “It’s right up there. We have 
a ton of rivals: Cal, USC, Oregon, 
Washington, UCLA. Notre Dame 
is right up there. We recruit nation-
ally, a lot of our guys are from the 
Midwest or the East Coast, grew 
up watching Notre Dame or not 
liking Notre Dame. We’ve had a 
lot of great games over the years.’’

Junior defensive lineman Jovan 
Swann hails from Greenwood, 
Ind. He was asked if he grew up 
as a Notre Dame fan:

“I was born in Detroit,’’ Swann 
said. “I was a diehard Michigan 
fan.’’

Senior center Jesse Burkett 
knows what it’s like to take on the 
Irish on the road.

“Playing at Notre Dame you’ve 
got to know some calls aren’t go-
ing to go your way,’’ Burkett said, 
with a laugh.

Stanford is coming off a hard-
to-believe comeback win at Or-
egon. Quarterback K. J. Costello 
had one of his best games, com-
pleting 19 of 26 passes for 327 
yards and three touchdowns.

“K. J. has made a lot of growth 
since last year,’’ Shaw said. “He 
has a high ceiling and is going to 
continue to grow.’’

Costello’s performance has 
been crucial in the Cardinal’s 4-0 
start as opposing defenses have 
stacked the box to try to contain 
Bryce Love.

“Defenses are going to try to 
stop our runner, which they should 
do,’’ Shaw said. “Every game we 
have to be ready for the defense 
to say, ‘we don’t want number 20 
to beat us.’ 

We still have some inconsisten-
cy up front. We have one of the 
most explosive backs in America 
and he’s only had a couple of shots 
to make plays. But when they load 
up the box our receivers get single 
coverage.’’

Notre Dame won its first three 
games by close scores over Mich-
igan (24-17), Vanderbilt (22-17) 
and Ball State (24-16) with Bran-
don Wimbush at quarterback. 
Last week Ian Book was inserted 
at quarterback and the Irish ex-
ploded for a 56-27 win over Wake 
Forest. Book was 25 of 34 for 325 
yards. He ran for three touch-
downs and passed for two.

“The kid’s got an accurate arm 
and quick release,’’ Shaw said. 
“He’s a good athlete who can 

escape and pick up first downs. He 
can beat you outside the pocket.’’

The play of cornerbacks Alijah 
Holder and Paulson Adebo was a 
strong point for Stanford’s defense 
against Oregon. They will need to 
have another good game against 
Book.

“I’m liking where our two cor-
ners are right now,’’ Shaw said. 
“I’m real excited where we are 
corner wise.’’

After breaking up three passes 
against Oregon, all in overtime, 
Adedo ranks No. 1 in the coun-
try in pass breakups with 11. The 
first-year starter also has 22 tack-
les, tied for third on the squad. 

NOTES: Stanford ranks No. 
10 nationally in scoring defense 
at 13.5 point per game and has 
allowed 7.5 in the second half ... 
Love made his first career start 
at Notre Dame in 2016 in place 
of injured Christian McCaffrey 
and rushed for 129 yards and a 
fourth-quarter touchdown to seal 
a 17-10 win. In two games against 
the Irish, he’s run for 254 yards ... 
Junior quarterback K.J. Costello 
tossed four scoring passes against 
Notre Dame last year ... Most re-
cent 4-0 starts for the Cardinal: 
2010, 2011, 2013 ... Stanford’s 29 
fourth-and fifth-year seniors are 
the most of any Pac-12 team. 

Stanford football
(continued from page 56)

The No. 1 doubles team of Ra-
chel Owens and Despina Nagora-
glin won their match in a tiebreak-
er and the No. 3 doubles team of 
Anuva Banwasi and Gwyn Wong 
turned in a 7-5, 6-4 victory.

Cross country 
Gunn’s Justin Chiao and Palo 

Alto’s Donald Taggart finished 
first and second at the Santa Clara 
Valley Athletic League’s Cross 
Country Cluster Meet I at Lyn-
brook High on Tuesday.

Los Altos and Palo Alto each 

finished with 81 points atop the 
team leaderboard, though the Ea-
gles won the tiebreaker.

Chiao completed the 2.1-mile 
course in 10:31.4 while Taggart 
followed in 10:36. Alex Evans ran 
ninth for the Vikings in 10:46.5 
and John Tayeri was 14th in 
11:11.0.

Benjamin Huang (11:18.8) and 
Alex Selwyn (11:33.1) also scored 
for Palo Alto, which was missing 
its top runner.

Gunn finished fifth in the boys’ 
race, scoring a 136. A strong sec-
ond group behind Chiao gave the 
Titans the chance to finish among 
the top five. 

Elijah Schater was 20th in 

11:18.2, Noah Kuehn was 27th 
in 11:25.5 and Alexander Wang 
finished 28th in 11:26.2. Ryan 
Wang (12:06.2) also scored for 
the Titans.

The second SCVAL meet will 
be held on the Crystal Springs 
Cross County Course in Belmont 
on Tuesday.

On the girls side, Ella Ball 
placed second overall in 12:42.3, 
one of three Vikings among the 
top six, helping Palo Alto Alto 
finish second to Monta Vista, 
48-61.

Ball, a sophomore who com-
peted only in track and field last 
school year, adds a quality runner 
to the cross country program. 

Prep report
(continued from page 57)

The JANUS Trial (January Application NUtritional Study) 
WE ARE RECRUITING!

INTERESTED?
Complete our online screening questionnaire here: http://bit.ly/2Kugb95

QUESTIONS?
Please contact our Study Coordinator: janusinfo@january.ai

   Are you curious to try wearable 
health-monitoring devices in an 

   Do you wonder if taking 

   Are you interested in how food, 

We want to know… 

You may qualify if you are:

the following risk factors: high blood 

triglycerides, abdominal obesity but 
otherwise in good health (we will screen 
you for these) 

(vegetarian, vegan, Paleo, Atkins, 

loss diet (Weight Watchers, Jenny 
Craig, Nutrisystem, or other) 

miles from Menlo Park or San Carlos.

Sign up today at  

www.PaloAltoOnline.com

VERY 
REAL
LOCAL 
NEWS #PressOn

Print or online subscription starts 
at only $5 /month

Visit: PaloAltoOnline.com/user/
subscribe/
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ATHLETES OF THE WEEK

Elena Campbell
Woodside volleyball

Annabel Facey
Sacred Heart Prep water polo

Gianna Inguagiato
Menlo golf

Alicia Letvin
Menlo-Atherton volleyball

Kylie Mies
Palo Alto volleyball

Kyra Pretre
Menlo cross country

Tommy Barnds
Sacred Heart Prep football

Jackson Chryst*
Palo Alto football

Cooper Gran
Menlo-Atherton water polo

Leemaster Howard
Gunn football

Ryan Stanley
Palo Alto water polo

Joe Untrecht
Menlo water polo

*Previous winner

Honorable mention

Amelia Gibbs
PALO ALTO VOLLEYBALL

The junior middle blocker 
collected 30 kills in two 
SCVAL victories last week, 
adding nine blocks in one 
match. She also hit .469 and 
.522, respectively, as the 
Vikings remained undefeated 
in league play.

Jamir Shepard
PALO ALTO FOOTBALL

The junior wide receiver 
recorded a career game 
in the Vikings victory over 
Milpitas on Friday night. He 
caught seven passes for 
221 yards, including three 
for touchdowns as Paly 
remained unbeaten.

Watch video interviews of the Athletes of the Week, go to PASportsOnline.com

veer, that’s what they do. There’s 
no way a new coach could run 
anything else. That’s what makes 
high school football so cool.’’

Gifford did change things 
around at Paly this season in his 
first year as head coach, running 
a multiple wide-receiver set with 
the quarterback in the shotgun, 
rather than under center. There’s 
no grumbling from alumni as the 
Vikings are averaging 34 points 
per game while allowing 12. And 
that’s against a very strong non-
league schedule. Three of Palo 
Alto’s five opponents (Half Moon 
Bay, McClymonds and Milpitas) 
played in state championship 
games a year ago.

Quarterback Jackson Chryst 
has thrived in the new system, 
passing for 1,168 yards and 12 
touchdowns, the top mark in the 
Central Coast Section in both 
categories. Jamir Shepard has 
29 receptions for a CCS-best 611 
receiving yards and nine touch-
downs. Paul Thie has been on the 
receiving end of 19 completions 
for 365 yards and three TDs. 

When opposing defenses fo-
cus on stopping the pass, run-
ning back Aiden Chang has made 
them pay, rushing for 577 yards 
and nine touchdowns.

Wilcox is led by Paul Rosa, 
the son of the team’s head coach, 
who has rushed for 562 yards and 
nine touchdowns while averaging 
12.0 yards per carry. Gabe Her-
rera (268 yards, 8.1 per carry) is 
the other starting running back, 
but 10 different players have car-
ried the ball so far this season. 
Wilcox has typically built big 
leads early, giving the team’s 
reserves ample opportunity for 
playing time.

“It’s easy breaking down film,’’ 
Gifford said. “You only have to 
watch the first half. They’re some-
thing else.’’

Last year Wilcox had David 
Hernandez at quarterback, one of 
the top sprinters in the CCS. This 

Westmont and Andrew Hill and a 
loss to Cupertino. 

“They’re a physical team that 
runs a lot of option,’’ Gunn coach 
Jason Miller said. “For us the key 
is to play physical and disciplined. 
Our defense has struggled this 
year. We get another crack at it 
this week.’’

Gunn has been productive 
with its ground game on offense, 
having scored 142 points in four 
games. But the Titans have al-
lowed an average of 41 points per 
game. Mountain View scored 58 
last week in the league opener 
and had close to 600 yards of to-
tal offense.

“You can’t just win with of-
fense,’’ said Miller, who has only 
one assistant coach and has been 
forced to serve as his own defen-
sive coordinator. “It’s not even 
about blown assignments. It’s just 
us not being aggressive at the point 
of attack. The only way to get bet-
ter is by playing more football.’’ 

Jefferson at Woodside,  
7:30 p.m. 

Both teams are 3-1 heading into 
this PAL Lake Division opener. 
Jefferson, the defending Lake 
champion, lost its season opener to 

Half Moon Bay, 42-3. Since then 
the Grizzlies have scored a com-
bined 146 points in wins over Los 
Altos (55-33), Tennyson (43-29) 
and South San Francisco (48-8).

“They like putting the ball in 
the air,’’ Woodside coach Justin 
Andrews said. “They have a very 
athletic wide receiver and an ac-
curate quarterback.’’

Jefferson QB Joaquin Alvarez 
has completed 64 percent of his 
passes and thrown for nine touch-
downs. WR Henry Tom has 26 
receptions.

Woodside quarterback Brody 
Crowley has completed 42 of 
73 passes for 719 yards with six 
touchdowns and one interception.

The Wildcats began the season 
with wins over South San Fran-
cisco (41-6), Sequoia (35-32) and 
Gunn (by forfeit) before losing to 
Leigh (31-21).  They had a bye last 
week.

“It sucks going into the bye 
week off a loss, but there were 
some things we were able to 
clean up,’’ Andrews said. “A lot 
of that loss was self-inflicted, 
so we had to come to the under-
standing of ‘how did we lose that 
game?’ It was a very productive 
bye week.’’ 

Prep football
(continued from page 56)

year’s QB, Alex Adame, is not as 
fast as Hernandez, but is a better 
passer. He’s thrown for 526 yards 
and seven touchdowns, which 
gives the Paly defense something 
besides the run to prepare for. 

So how do you contain the Wil-
cox offense? The veer is such a 
unique offense that there’s no way 
to simulate it in practice.

“For us it comes down to foun-
dational play,’’ Gifford said. “You 
can’t get ready for Wilcox in a 
week. It’s just not possible. You 
have to use a systematic approach 
that’s built into your defense.’’

Menlo-Atherton at Aragon, 
7:30 p.m. 

This is the Peninsula Athletic 
League Bay Division opener 
for M-A, which has impressive 
wins over Bellarmine and Mitty 
and an overtime loss to Palma 
before dropping a 27-0 decision 
last week at Valor Christian, the 
No. 1 ranked team in the state of 
Colorado.

The Bears lost starting quarter-
back Justin Anderson to a shoul-
der injury in that game and back-
up QB Feleti Malupo incurred a 
foot injury. Jack Alexander, who 
won the starting job in the off-
season, is still not ready to return 
from an injury he suffered prior 
to the opener.

Head coach Adhir Ravipati 
is hopeful Anderson or Malupo 
will be ready to play Friday. If 
not his options at QB would be 
Priory transfer Jaeden Barker, or 
highly-recruited linebacker Dan-
iel Heimuli.

Aragon, which went 10-2 last 
season, is off to a 0-4 start.

“We’re excited to get league 
play started,’’ Ravipati said. “Ara-
gon is 0-4, but has played some 
good teams. This is a game we’re 
excited for. We didn’t play well 
against them last year (a 21-18 
loss) and it left a bad taste in our 
mouth.’’

Aragon started the season with 
one-sided losses to Aptos, Wilcox 
and Palo Alto -- teams that are a 
combined 14-0 -- before a 27-26 
defeat at the hands of The King’s 
Academy.

“They have two good running 
backs,’’ Ravipati said. “They’re 
physical. They want to get down-
hill on you. We’ll try to get them 
to go East-West and use our speed 
on defense. We’ve got to match 

their physicality. We’ve got to 
outhit them.’’

Menlo School at Capuchino, 
7:30 p.m. 

Menlo is coming off its bye 
week

“We used that time to get in 
the weight room,’’ Menlo coach 
Josh Bowie said. “The kids have 
worked pretty hard.’’

Menlo is 2-2 with wins over 
Mission (by forfeit) and Santa 
Clara and losses to Piedmont 
and Overfelt. Capuchino, which 
is coached by former South San 
Francisco coach Jay Oca, is 3-1 
with wins over South City, Hills-
dale and Mountain View.

“They’re clicking on all cyl-
inders and are very physical,’’ 
Bowie said. 

Both Menlo losses have fol-
lowed a similar storyline. Menlo 
allowed 22 points in the third 
quarter of a 30-28 loss to Pied-
mont and 22 in the fourth quarter 
of a 48-31 loss to Overfelt.

“We just have to learn how not 
to beat ourselves,’’ Bowie said. 
“We need to protect the football 
and be consistent for four quar-
ters. Across the board we need to 
improve our ability to finish.’’

Quarterback Kevin Alarcon 
went out of the Overfelt game 
with a hand injury, but will be 
back for Capuchino. Bowie said 
he thinks the time off last week 
will work to the team’s advantage.

“I told them this is a great op-
portunity for you guys to establish 
your identity,’’ Bowie said. “I think 
they’re ready to make a statement 
with their play. We lost to two 
teams that are a combined 8-1.’’

Samson Axe, who did not play 
football last year, has been a rev-
elation for Menlo at running back,  
rushing for 400 yards on 52 car-
ries in three games.

Gunn at Monta Vista, 7 p.m. 
Gunn (2-3, 0-1) lost its SCVAL 

El Camino opener last week to 
Mountain View. Monta Vista is 
coming off a bye after going 3-1 
in non-league play. The Matadors 
were the only El Camino team 
above .500 heading into league 
play.

The two teams have had one 
common opponent: Gunn lost to 
James Lick 52-36; Monta Vista 
beat the Comets 56-12.

Monta Vista also has wins over 

Aidan Chang carried 32 times for over 180 yards against Milpitas.

Paul Thie hauls in a pass for the 
Vikings.
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Central Portola Valley | 5/4 full + 3 half | $10,995,000
707 Westridge Dr 
Stunning Modern Oasis! Private 2.5 acre lot with 
gorgeous home and views of western hills.

Woodside | 6/5.5 | $10,995,000
40 Fox Hill Rd 
19-ac extraordinary home completely renovated! 
Infinity pool with sweeping SF Bay views.

Woodside Heights | 5/5 full + 2 half | $7,850,000
125 Lakeview Dr 
Grand, Elegant Tudor Estate with Gorgeous San 
Francisco Bay Views and Las Lomitas Schools!

Menlo Park | 5/4.5 | $5,798,000
Sat/Sun 1 - 4  1943 Camino A Los Cerros 
Stunning new constructed modern Farmhouse 
style, 2 levels of luxury w/spacious floor plan

Woodside | 4/4 full + 2 half | $5,695,000
Sun 1 - 4  320 Old La Honda Rd 
7.6 acre estate w/ sweeping views, home theater, 
sparkling pool & more. Top PV Schools!

Portola Valley | 5/4.5 | $5,595,000
Sun 1:30 - 4:30  25 Bear Gulch Dr 
Completely renovated in 2017, timeless executive 
estate set on over 1 ac - 25BearGulch.com

Menlo Park | 4/3.5 | $4,195,000
Sun 1 - 4  925 Cotton St 
Updated 4BD/3.5 BA, open floor plan, separate 
studio/office/playroom.

Redwood City | 4/3.5 | $3,395,000
Sun 1 - 5  129 Lakeview Way 
Most Stunning Private Estate on nearly half acre 
sun filled lot! Over 4,000+sf of Luxury!

Redwood City | 4/5 | $3,295,000
Sun 1:30 - 4:30  632 Canyon Road 
Brand-new construction. Private setting on a 
17,900SqFt lot! Lots of Extras!

Mountain View | 4/2.5 | $2,950,000
Sat/Sun 1 - 4  2522 Katrina Way 
Modern Hacienda style, gorgeous remodeled 
home w/great layout, lg yard, excellent schools.

Palo Alto | 3/2 | $2,799,000
Sun 1 - 5  596 Military Way 
Gorgeous gardens. Huge 9,864 sf lot. 1,919 
house. Accessory structure. Private & serene.

Portola Valley | 4/3.5 | $2,795,000
Sun 1:30 - 4:30  139 Crescent Ave 
Expansive home on large lot in Corte Madera 
neighborhood with lovely views.

Woodside | 4/4 full + 2 half | $6,595,000
305 Jane Dr 
Overlooking vistas of western hills & open space, 
this home is situated on almost 3 acres.

Menlo Park | 5/3.5 | $5,298,000
Sat/Sun 1 - 5  1630 Stanford Ave 
Beautifully updated with high end finishes. Large 
landscaped lot. Separate guest cottage.

Los Altos | 3/2 | $2,995,000
Sat/Sun 1 - 4  1071 Suffolk Way 
Desirable home on fantastic quiet street w/open 
floor plan, 2221sqft, 2 car garage

Menlo Park | 3/2.5 | $1,800,000
Sat/Sun 1:30 - 4:30  936 Florence Lane 
Beautiful single-family home in a private setting. 
Walk to downtown.

Redwood City | 3/2 | $1,788,000
327 Iris St 
Mt Carmel home. Idyllic tree lined streets, close 
to schools, parks, shops, and Cal Train.

Redwood City | 3/2 | $1,699,000
132 Rutherford Ave 
Charming hm close to Wds Plaza, downtown 
Woodside, Stanford, Downtown Menlo Park & more.

Mountain View | 2/2 | $1,025,000
Sat/Sun 1 - 4  505 Cypress Point Drive #214 
2bed/2bath condo w/updated kit and baths.
Pool,tennis courts. Close to vibrant downtown

South Palo Alto | 3/2.5 | Price Upon Request
Sat/Sun 1 - 4  251 Carolina Lane 
3BD plus office (poss 4th BD)/2.5BA Home with great room 
opening to back garden; huge master suite with walk-in closet.
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Hugh Cornish 650.324.4456
CalRE #00912143

Erika Demma / Hugh Cornish 650.851.2666
CalRE #01230766 / 00912143

Hugh Cornish 650.324.4456
CalRE #00912143

Erika Demma 650.851.2666
CalRE #01230766

Hossein Jalali 650.324.4456
CalRE #01215831

Erika Demma 650.851.2666
CalRE #01230766

Ginny Kavanaugh 650.851.1961
CalRE #00884747

Veronica Kogler 650.324.4456
CalRE #01788047

Elaine White 650.465.4663
CalRE #01182467

Sam Anagnostou 650.851.2666
CalRE #00798217

Tom Huff 650.325.6161
CalRE # 00922877

Hanna Shacham 650.324.4456
CalRE # 01073658

Tamara Pulsts 650.847.0432
CalRE #01914972

Cesar Cervantes 650.325.6161
CalRE #01752329

Ginny Kavanaugh 650.851.1961
CalRE #00884747

Colleen Cooley & Kathy Nicosia 650.325.6161
CalRE #01219308, 01269455

Judy Byrnes 650.851.2666
CalRE #01178998

DiPali Shah 650.851.2666
CalRE #01249165

Nancy Goldcamp 650.325.6161
CalRE #00787851

Elaine White 650.465.4663
CalRE #01182467




