
COUNTY 

NEWS

VISALIATIMESDELTA.COMTHURSDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2018 ❚ VISALIATIMESDELTA.COM PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

Daily $1.00Volume 136 | Issue 35
Home delivery pricing inside
©2018 Visalia Newspapers

VS
-0
00
02
66
40
6

VS
-0
00
02
66
40
6

Helping America Hear
Better for 68 Years!

Personal
service is our
top priority

Hearing
devices for

every budget.

Visalia
Carmel Plaza

4006 S. Demaree Rd.
559-732-5905

Hanford
1413-B Bailey Dr.

Next to Realty World
559-583-8393

Porterville
Putnam-Villa Office Complex

573 W. Putnam Ave.
559-784-0662

Fresno
7391 N. Palm Ave.
559-244-6060

SACRAMENTO, Calif. – Insurance claims from last
fall’s deadly California wildfires have reached $11.8
billion, making it the most expensive series of wild-
fires in state history, an official said Wednesday.

The staggering number exceeds the total insurance
claims from the top 10 previously most costly wild-
fires in California.

Until last year, California’s most expensive single
fire was the 1991 Oakland Hills fire that prompted $2.7
billion in claims in today’s dollars, according to data
from the Insurance Information Institute.

If treated as one disaster, the com-
bined fires in October and December
2017 “represent one of the most dam-
aging natural catastrophes in Califor-
nia history,” Insurance Commissioner
Dave Jones said at a news conference
in Los Angeles.

For comparison, insured losses from
the 1994 Northridge earthquake, the

costliest quake to strike the United States, were near-
ly $26 billion in 2017 dollars, according to data from
the insurance institute.

Insurance claims from Calif. fires near $12B
Jonathan Cooper 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Dave Jones 

See CLAIMS, Page 5A

U.S. team turns terrorists’
phones against them. 6A
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Visalia Fox Theatre has busy
month of entertainment ahead
CHOICES, 3B

A train carrying Republican lawmak-
ers to their retreat in West Virginia col-
lided with what appeared to be a gar-
bage truck on Wednesday. 

There is one confirmed fatality and
one serious injury from the crash, White
House Press Secretary Sarah Sanders
said.

Among those on the train, Reps. De-

vin Nunes (Visalia) and David Valadao
(Hanford). Spokespeople for the law-
makers said neither were injured and no
serious injuries were reported among
other members of Congress or their
staff. 

President Trump, who is also sched-
uled to travel to West Virginia on Air
Force One for the Republican retreat
Thursday, has been fully briefed and is 

Nunes, Valadao OK in train collision
Valley congressmen were aboard when truck was hit
Staff and Wire Reports
USA TODAY NETWORK

Emergency
personnel
work at the
scene of a train
crash involving
a garbage
truck in
Crozet, Va., on
Wednesday.
ZACK WAJSGRAS/
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A Tulare woman was arrested dur-
ing a statewide human trafficking bust,
said Tulare County prosecutors.

Last week, 80 federal, state and lo-
cal detectives from across the state
took part in the Los Angeles County
Sheriff’s Operation Reclaim and Re-
build sting.

The Tulare County Human Traffick-
ing Task Force participated in the oper-
ation in an attempt to identify and res-
cue victims of human trafficking, offi-
cials said.

As a result of the operation, mem-
bers of the task force arrested 34-year-
old Jessie Dailey. 

Dailey, who lives in Tulare, is sus-
pected of pimping her own family
member.

Officers said they were able to gath-
er “valuable intelligence” and leads
during the operation.

“We will get you,” said Tulare Coun-
ty Sheriff Mike Boudreaux. “[Tulare
County Sheriff’s Department] will con-
tinue to aggressively seek out preda-
tors to make our communities safe.”

Dailey could face prison time but
may escape having to register as a sex
offender because the victim is an adult. 

Participants of the Tulare County
sting included officers and investiga-
tors from the Tulare County District At-
torney’s Office, Tulare County Sheriff’s
Department, Visalia Police Depart-
ment, Tulare Police Department, Dinu-
ba Police Department, Porterville Po-
lice Department, and California De-
partment of Corrections and Rehabili-

Resident
arrested
in state
operation
Tulare woman accused
of pimping her relative

Sheyanne N Romero
Visalia Times-Delta
USA TODAY NETWORK
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The dozens of homeless people liv-
ing along the St. John’s River were told
this week they had 30 days to pack up
and leave. 

Deputies along with members of the
Tulare County Homeless Task Force
and Tulare County Health and Human
Services went to the river during a
homeless sweep, which is typically
prompted by complaints from residents
in the area of St. John’s. 

The trouble spot, county officials

said, stretches from Cutler Park to the
east and the north Visalia Target shop-
ping center to the west. 

Following the eviction notices,
homeless people began making plans to
leave the area and will soon head into
Visalia and Tulare.

Some, though, will be back to the riv-

er bank within a few days.
“I understand they’re doing their job,

but they come kick us out a couple
times a year. By the time the tractors are
gone, we are back,” said John Nash,
who has been on and off the streets for
nearly four years. 

Ryan Cory rummaged through his
belongings Tuesday afternoon. He and
his girlfriend of 14 years sleep in a tent
on the river at Ben Maddox Way and St.
John’s Parkway. 

“I’m just here to round up my goods
and then I’m out of here,” he said. 

People living along the St. John’s River have been issued an eviction notice. The homeless living on the river have 30 days
to leave the area. SHEYANNE ROMERO

Homeless evicted
from St. John’s River
Tulare County officials say they have 30 days to leave
Sheyanne N Romero
Visalia Times-Delta
USA TODAY NETWORK

See HOMELESS, Page 5A

“There is nowhere else for

us to go.”
Ryan Cory
lives in tent along river
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AAA.com/TravelSale
CALL:
CLICK:
VISIT:

1Savings valid for AAA members only. Save $1,060 – $1,460 per couple on new Alexander+Roberts bookings to select destinations when paid in full at time of booking from January
20 – February 10, 2018, for travel January 20, 2018 – December 31, 2018. Savings is based on $1,000 per couple on all guided Africa bookings and $600 per couple on bookings to all
other destinations, combined with the AAA Member Benefit ($115 per person/$230 per couple) and the AAA Travel Sale Double Member Benefit ($115 per person/$230 per couple). Valid
on new bookings only. Not valid on Hosted and Free Style journeys or Cuba People-to-People Program itineraries. May be withdrawn at any time. Savings is combinable with other brochure
offers. 2Complimentary pre-night hotel accommodations on select AAA Vacations departures at select hotels. Terms, conditions, availability, inclusions, and itinerary are subject to change
without notice. 3Gift Card offer only valid on bookings made through Automobile Club of Southern California. Minimum purchase required to qualify for Gift Card offer. Maximum one (1)
Gift Card offer per household. Offer valid only on new bookings made on or after January 20, 2018 which are under full deposit no later than February 10, 2018 for travel commencing
no later than December 31, 2018. Gift Card will be provided to lead client/trip payee following trip final payment. Bookings of $5,000 – $9,999 qualify to receive a $50 Gift Card and
bookings of $10,000+ qualify to receive a $100 Gift Card. Valid only on cruise or tour bookings provided through one of AAA’s preferred travel providers; not valid on Fly/Drive packages.
The program’s gift card merchants are subject to change at any time and are not endorsed by or affiliated with AAA, nor are such merchants considered sponsors or co-sponsors of this
program, and AAA disclaims responsibility for any products or services purchased using a gift card provided under the program. Gift cards/certificates are subject to the issuing merchant’s
terms and conditions. A U.S. address is required for delivery.
Unless otherwise indicated: Rates quoted are accurate at time of publication & are per person, based on double occupancy. Airfare, taxes, fees, surcharges, gratuities, transfers & excursions are
additional. Advertised rates do not include any applicable daily resort or facility fees payable directly to the hotel at check-out; such fee amounts will be advised at the time of booking. Rates,
terms, conditions, availability, itinerary, taxes, fees, surcharges, deposit, payment, cancellation terms/conditions & policies subject to change without notice at any time. Cruise rates capacity
controlled. Advance reservations through AAA Travel required to obtain Member Benefits & savings which may vary based on departure date. Rates may be subject to increase after full payment
for increases in government-imposed taxes or fees & supplier-imposed fees. Blackout dates & other restrictions may apply. Not responsible for errors or omissions. Automobile Club of Southern
California acts as an agent for cruise & tour providers featured at the sale. CST 1016202-80. Copyright © 2018 Automobile Club of Southern California. All Rights Reserved.

on select Alexander+Roberts® journeys during the
EXCLUSIVE AAA TRAVEL SALE!

Receive
$1,060 to $1,4601
in Savings PER COUPLE

• A complimentary pre-night hotel stay2 when you book a
AAA Vacations® package on select Alexander+Roberts® journeys
• Limited-time special offers on a variety of other land and cruise vacations
• Exclusive Member Benefits
• ANDMORE!

Contact your local AUTO CLUB BRANCH
and YOU MAY RECEIVE:

OFFERS ARE ONLY VALID JANUARY 20 –
FEBRUARY 10, 2018 • CALL OR VISIT TODAY

let us take you heRE
Machu Picchu, Peru

GET A $50 or $100 GIFT CARD
per household with qualifying bookings3.

Many options to choose from:
popular restaurants, gas, retail stores and more!

(559) 636-5758

AAA Visalia
4228 S. Mooney Blvd, Visalia
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“This makes us proud,” said Jacob Lu-
cio, a sixth grader. “We’re going to do hard
work on it and it took hard work to get it.” 

His classmates Miranda Seitz and
Alexis Lopez agreed.

“We’re happy that everyone supported
us,” Alexis said. 

“We feel really proud,” Miranda added. 

The track will be used for P.E. activ-
ities, the track team, Running Club, and
the annual Stampede jog-a-thon.

The community is invited to use the
track during non-school hours.

The grant contest was hosted by
ScholarShare, California’s official 529
college savings plan operated by State
Treasurer John Chiang. ScholarShare es-
tablished the grant program to help fund
public school projects.

A video from the event is available on-
line at VisaliaTimesDelta.com.

Track
Continued from Page 3A

occurs, from the demand of sidewalk
prostitution to online predators, offi-
cials said. 

Police agencies and other trafficking
task forces throughout the state joined
in the enforcement operation to send a
clear message: “Human trafficking
must not be tolerated in our state,” said
Los Angeles County Sheriff Jim McDon-
nell.

Throughout the four-day sting, 56
adults and child victims were taken off
California streets. 

In total, 510 men and women were ar-
rested, officials said. 

“We, as prosecutors, must do every-
thing in our power to protect young peo-
ple from falling prey to sex traffickers,”
Los Angeles County District Attorney
Jackie Lacey said. “Working together
with law enforcement, we are removing
these violent predators from our com-
munity, protecting our children and
making our streets safer for all of us.”

tation.
Specially trained employees with

Family Services of Tulare County pro-
vided victim services.

“This operation is a great example of
the collaborative efforts of our task
force,” said Kerri Lopez, task force chair
and assistant district attorney. “We look
forward to the positive impacts this col-
laboration will have as we continue to
raise awareness and reinforce that traf-
ficking will not be tolerated in our com-
munities.”

In preparation for the event, an oper-
ational planning meeting took place in
Los Angeles, with the participating
agencies. 

Investigators focused enforcement
operations wherever human trafficking

Trafficking
Continued from Page 1A

The last time deputies cleared the
area, about 50 people were asked to
leave. Homeless people say the num-
bers have at least doubled on the river
banks. 

Over the last few months, deputies
said they have received a number of
complaints and concerns regarding the
river. 

Homes have been vandalized and
there has been an increase in crime in
the area, Lt. Joe Torres said. 

Sal Reyes lives on the river. He said
he wasn’t given an eviction notice but
was recently visited by a deputy. 

He said deputies come out to the riv-
er regularly to check on the encamp-
ment. Reyes rarely has problems with
law enforcement because he doesn’t
cause trouble, he said. 

“Drama, garbage and shopping
carts, that’s what the law doesn’t like,”
he said. 

Torres said deputies biggest priority
is safety for those living on the river and
nearby property owners. 

“We’re going out there every day for
the next 30 days to make sure we’ve
provided information for services,” he
said. “We’re hoping to guide people to
seek assistance.” 

Although deputies have offered to
store items, people living along the riv-
er are more concerned with finding
shelter. 

Cory said he wasn’t sure where he
would go next. He said he felt hopeless. 

“I don’t want to be here,” he said.
“Homelessness is an epidemic. I can’t
get out of it.” 

Visalia city officials are preparing for
the influx of homeless in the city, said
Councilman Phil Cox. 

“It’s just going to take a week or so
for them to find their way into the city,”
Cox said.

City officials are working together to
prepare for the increase, he added. 

“There is nowhere else for us to go,”
Cory said. “In the city, there’s drugs and
prostitution. I don’t want anything to
do with that.” 

Although Visalia Rescue Mission
doesn’t typically have an increase of
people seeking their shelters, they are
offering their services, said Director of
Development Ryan Stillwater

“It is always our hope those in need
will take advantage of the services we
offer, including meals, shelter and case
management,” he said. 

Cox said city and county officials do
what they can to help those wanting to
find permanent housing and assis-
tance. 

“All you can do is help them move
along,” he said. “For the most part,
those folks choose that lifestyle.” 

Homeless
Continued from Page 1A

Ryan Cory packs up his belongings
Tuesday afternoon after being told he
has 30 days to leave his encampment
on St. John’s River. SHEYANNE ROMERO

Nearly $1.8 billion of the 2017 insur-
ance claims stem from fires that swept
through Southern California in Decem-
ber, a rare winter fire whipped by fierce
winds. A fire in Ventura and Santa Bar-
bara counties became the largest by
acreage in state history, charring
282,000 acres – larger than the city of
San Diego.

The figures for Southern California
are likely to grow as more people get
through the time-consuming process
of filing a claim.

The totals do not include claims re-

lated to mudslides that buried homes
and vehicles in Montecito when torren-
tial rain fell on hillsides burned in the
December fires.

Insurance claims from a series of
October fires grew to $10 billion, nearly
all of them in Northern California’s
wine country.

Crews this week finished removing
debris from the devastated Coffey Park
neighborhood in Santa Rosa, a tidy ur-
ban community that was leveled when
flames rushed through in the middle of
the night.

Jones said the combined firestorms
damaged or destroyed 32,000 homes,
4,300 businesses and more than 8,200
vehicles, boats and other equipment.
Dozens of people were killed.

Claims
Continued from Page 1A

community and military families for
their scholarship, volunteerism, leader-
ship, extracurricular involvement and
other criteria while facing the challenges
of military family life, officials said.

Mark Newberry, the 2013 Air Force
Military Child of the Year, said “One of
the greatest honors of my life so far was
representing the Air Force in 2013 as an
Operation Homefront Military Child of

the Year…Being a military child has af-
forded me so many opportunities that
not many children get to experience.”

All seven award winners will travel to
Washington, D.C., to be recognized at a
gala, where senior leaders of each
branch of service will present the
awards.

Each student will each receive
$10,000, a laptop computer, donated
gifts as well as several opportunities to
meet senior military leaders, elected of-
ficials, celebrities and other military
children from across the states. 

Award
Continued from Page 3A


