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www.altour.com/altour-visalia

Contact our Vacation Specialists for more information

Includes: round trip coach class airfare from Los
Angeles to Orlando, 4 nights hotel accommodations
and 2-Park Universal Studios Park-to-Park 2 day
passes and all taxes. Based on May 20 departure.
Other dates available. Price based on
departure city.
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Willie Dixon knew exactly what
he wanted to be when he grew up. 

He dreamed of leaving Fort Lau-
derdale to become an actor in Holly-
wood. His mind was set on making it
big. He looked up to Tony Curtis, star
of one of his favorite movies — “The
Defiant Ones.” 

“Man, he had some good roles,” he
said. “He was just cool to me.” 

When he hit his teenage years, he
left Florida to follow in the footsteps
of his idol. He landed on the west
coast where his dreams turned into
nightmares.

He partied, hard. 
When he arrived in San Francisco

in the mid-1960s, the “make love, not
war” culture was in full swing.

“I had my 21st birthday on Haight
Street,” Dixon said. “[Friends] tried
to get me to drink wine.” 

The environment proved too dis-
tracting.

“I wasn’t living right,” he said. 
In 1968, Dixon got a ride to Holly-

wood. He believed it was his chance

to become a star. His stay in Tinsel-
town lasted just nine months.

It was “a tough little town.”
He eventually returned to San

Francisco where things took a turn
for the worse. Over time, his drug of
choice progressed from marijuana to
crack.

Despite his battle with drugs, he
married and had two children. Like
his stay in Hollywood, the fairy tale
didn’t last long. 

His wife and children left him.
Dixon ended up living on the streets;
his only friends were drugs and
those who dealt to him. 

“After the marriage, I messed up,”
Dixon said. “My wife left me and I
didn’t like that.” 

He moved around. He traveled
from state to state looking for the
next high. Deep down, he says, he
wanted help.

“Every city I went to, I ended up in
the same rut,” he said. “Doing dope
and hanging around people who did
dope.”

Finding a solution never seemed
within his grasp.

A JOURNEY OFF
THE STREETS

Willie Dixon of
Visalia poses
February 27 with
one of his
paintings. His past
includes aspirations
to be a Hollywood
actor but a battle
with substance
abuse put him on
the streets for
more than a
decade. Now, five
years sober, Dixon
hopes he can still
fulfill his silver
screen dreams. RON

HOLMAN

“I got scared.

When you’re

living in a pack

of wolves, you

can’t let

anyone know

you’re

scared.” 
Willie Dixon 

Visalia Rescue Mission saves
homeless man addicted to drugs
Sheyanne N Romero
Visalia Times-Delta
USA TODAY NETWORK

See JOURNEY, Page 8A
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new book ‘The Italian Party’
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Wes Hensley is not giving up in his struggle to be
reinstated as Tulare’s police chief. 

In a letter addressed to City Attorney Heather Phil-
lips, Hensley’s lawyer requested the city grant his cli-
ent a public hearing. 

“Chief Hensley has devoted 33 years of his life to
law enforcement, 27 of them proudly wearing the
badge of the Tulare Police Department,” attorney
Mike Lampe stated in the letter to Phillips. “While the
city’s shabby treatment of the chief has been well

documented in prior written communi-
cations to you, this recent action is sim-
ply incomprehensible.”

Hensley was fired on Tuesday by
then-City Manager Joe Carlini. Carlini
was booted hours later by city council
in a 4-0 vote. 

Lampe, who has represented the
ousted chief since September, is also

requesting that Carlini’s decision be deemed a “pro-
posed” termination so that Hensley receives due
process. 

Hensley claims city denied him due process
Sheyanne N Romero
Visalia Times-Delta
USA TODAY NETWORK

See HENSLEY, Page 9A

Wes
Hensley

The weeks-long verbal feud be-
tween Tulare Mayor Carlton Jones and
Tulare hospital board member Ste-
phen Harrell is coming to an end.

“We have always had a very positive
relationship,” Jones said. “I don’t know
when it went south.”

The two have traded verbal jabs on
social media posts and during Tulare
City Council’s public comment periods
over the last few weeks. In an exchange
earlier this week, Harrell called on
Jones to work on unifying the commu-
nity, being a leader, and urged him to
issue an apology while the mayor
vowed to acknowledge when mistakes
are made.

“Mr. Mayor, you said you want to
build bridges in the community. I ap-
plaud you for that. But it is very diffi-
cult to build bridges when you attack
citizens of this community, you make
fun of them, you call them names, or, in
my particular case, you falsely accused
me of lying to this body.”

In additional comments made to
Tulare council members, Harrell said
Jones needed to show leadership
skills.

“We need leaders now,” Harrell said.
“And leaders don’t lead from the mid-
dle. They lead from the front.”

Harrell added he has yet to hear
Jones apologize for being wrong at any
time over the last few months.

That will change, Jones said. 
“I am not bigger than an apology,”

Jones said. “I will definitely have that
meeting with him. If an apology with
two people who are working with two
important issues in the city is what it
takes, I will do that.”

Tulare hospital board members Mike
Jamaica, right, and Stephen Harrell
speak during a meeting. LUIS HERNANDEZ

Tulare
officials
put end
to feud
They apologize for jabs
on social media posts

See FEUD, Page 8A

Luis Hernandez
Visalia Times-Delta
USA TODAY NETWORK
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Harrell agreed, saying these local is-
sues — a divided city and a closed hospi-
tal — must be dealt with.

“We have a lot of things before us. We
can make a lot of progress,” Harrell said.
“We need to work together. I hope we can
build the bridges and put all that animos-
ity and all these problems we had in the
past behind us.”

Harrell was critical of the city council
when Tulare police Chief Wes Hensley
was placed on paid leave last fall. Hensley
was fired, without cause, on Monday.

Later, Harrell provided council mem-
bers with an update on the Tulare hospi-
tal reopening at Jones’ request. Jones
then posted on social media a strongly-
worded message, saying Harrell was not
truthful when addressing the council
about the hospital reopening.

The social media post enticed reaction
from Harrell. 

But it was Jones who said he wanted
their relationship to bounce back.

“I want to have a civil conversation and
put our differences aside,” Jones said.
“The city needs it. They need us not to be
bickering. There are too many important
things happenings to be pulling at the
meat of each other’s side.”

Jones continues: “When I make a mis-
take that hurts someone’s feelings, I have
no problem apologizing for it. When I see
someone I have a respectful relationship
with and we are at each other’s throats
over nonsense, as a leader, I am going to
be an example and do what I can to make
things right.”

Feud
Continued from Page 1A

Here to help

One night while living in Miami, Dixon
had a life-altering experience. 

Dixon was sleeping under a bridge near
a marina when he witnessed another
homeless man being attacked.

“They beat him, they killed him. Being
homeless is a dangerous situation,” he
said. “I got scared. When you’re living in a
pack of wolves, you can’t let anyone know
you’re scared.”

The violent attack put fear into Dixon
and led him down a different path.

He left Miami and went back to Fort
Lauderdale, then to Atlanta. All the while,
his children — who he hadn’t seen in 37
years — were on his mind.

While living in Atlanta he sat down on
the sidewalk, leaned his back against a
building and prayed to God for help off the
streets.

Hours later, he met a Visalia-based pas-
tor, Kurt Salierno.

Salierno was doing street ministry in
Atlanta and would often bring Dixon water
and sweets.

The two started talking.
Salierno encouraged Dixon to change

and eventually helped Dixon reconnect
with his daughter, who was living in the
Central Valley. He also learned his son had
died. 

With the pastor’s help, Dixon traveled
from Atlanta to Fresno. He used every pen-
ny he had to make the journey.

Knowing that Dixon was still struggling
with drugs and homelessness, Salierno
pointed Dixon to the Visalia Rescue Mis-
sion.

“They accepted me into the mission,”
Dixon said. “That was a relief. I finally got
my own bed and into the first-step pro-
gram.” 

Dixon started going to adult school,
mending his relationship with his daughter
and working at the mission.

“In 2013, I met Mr. Dixon when he was in
our Next Steps program. I have watched
Willie grow through various trials,” said
Gavie Valencia, VRM case manager. “Willie
has come a long way, putting one foot in
front of the other and has allowed God to
work in his life.”

After a year-long stay at the mission,
Community Services Employment Train-
ing (CSET) took over. 

A CSET case manager was assigned to
help Dixon transition back into life and find
permanent housing.

“I was sick and tired of doing drugs and
being out there,” Dixon said. “Now, I’m just
living ... but I might never become what I

wanted to become.” 

An unmet need

Even if he never gets a movie credit, Dix-
on is already a success story for Tulare
County. His story is rare, though.

He is an example of what it takes to get
someone off the streets and into a home.
Local agencies and nonprofits worked to-
gether to transition Dixon from a life of ad-
diction and fear to stability. 

While case managers guided Dixon’s re-
habilitation, hundreds more in Tulare
County still need services. Across the
state, case managers are facing similar is-
sues — a lack of housing and an unwilling-
ness by landlords to rent to those most in
need of housing. 

In Tulare County, the topic is politically
hotter than ever. It’s also bogged down
with prejudices and misconceptions that
prevent progress and protect officials who
choose to do nothing, homeless advocates
say.

“We shouldn’t encourage people to di-
agnose the homeless as being drug-addict-
ed, someone who’s mentally ill or someone
who’s just lazy,” said Jodie Ketcheside of
Turning Point, an agency that helps people
find permanent supportive housing in Tu-
lare and Fresno counties. “That’s kind of
what happens. They get one glance of
[homeless] on a street corner and chalk it
up to this one thing. It’s a really unfair way
to look at people because there’s no oppor-
tunity to hear their story.”

Despite these challenges, more than 140
people were housed in Tulare County last
year. Roughly 853 people remain homeless
in Tulare County — half of them live in Vi-

salia.

Labels don’t solve the problem

“No one is immune to [homelessness],”
said Jason Britt, director of Tulare County
Health and Human Services. “We could all
be in the same boat if circumstances
moved in the wrong direction.” 

Public perception is critical to a case
manager’s success and it’s something that
must be worked on, Ketcheside said.

“There’s a lot of work on the back end of
it in order to gain community support,” the
Turning Point case manager said. “It takes
a long time.”

Part of the process is public education. 
“I think communities have to accept the

fact that there isn’t an easy solution and it’s
multifaceted,” Britt said. “That’s where the
coordination and collaboration of tight-
knit services have to come in.” 

More recently, officials have been look-
ing at homelessness as a regional concern
— something the community can work on
together. 

Explaining the complexities of home-
lessness is key to helping the public under-
stand there isn’t an easy solution. Placing
labels on people is a very dismissive way to
look at homelessness and it doesn’t help
solve the crisis, Ketcheside said. 

Sharing stories, like Dixon’s, makes a
difference. 

“We always talk about what’s wrong
and what the need is, but we’re not very
good at talking about our success,” said
Machael Smith, executive director of
Kings/Tulare Homeless Alliance. “There
were 143 people housed through these
agencies last year. That’s a success.” 

Journey
Continued from Page 1A

Willie Dixon of Visalia talks February 27 about his past and aspirations to be a
Hollywood actor. A battle with substance abuse put him on the streets for more
than a decade. Now, five years sober, Dixon hopes he can still fulfill his silver
screen dreams. RON HOLMAN

“The guy walked up to the window
and tagged the window,” Dyer said.
“He did it to several places.”

Businesses that were vandalized on
St. Patrick’s Day included Rookies,
What’s Up Europe, Bank of Sierra and
Max’s Bakery. 

The man uses the tag “Dusk,” Dyer
said. 

“This is heartbreaking,” she said.
“Our window has our logo etched into
the glass. It will be very costly to re-
place.”

Owners estimate the cost to replace
the window is roughly $6,000 and
that’s without the company’s logo. 

Graffiti
Continued from Page 3A

SAN FRANCISCO – Americans look-
ing for love or companionship on
Craigslist can’t make a connection.

The classified ads site on Friday has
taken its personals section offline in
the United States.

The action comes after the U.S. Sen-
ate on Wednesday passed an anti-sex
trafficking bill that could hold the web-
site and others responsible for illegal
activity if it becomes law. The compa-
ny says the Fight Online Sex Traffick-
ing Act seeks to subject websites to
criminal and civil liability.

A message on the site says any tool
or service can be misused and the
company hopes it can bring them back
“some day.” Craigslist closed by saying:
“To the millions of spouses, partners,
and couples who met through craig-
slist, we wish you every happiness!”

A message seeking comment from
Craigslist was not immediately re-
turned.

Craigslist
removes
personal
sections
ASSOCIATED PRESS

SACRAMENTO – California’s un-
employment rate fell to 4.3 percent in
February as the state’s employers add-
ed 14,000 nonfarm payroll jobs.

The state Employment Develop-
ment Department said Friday that the
figure is a new record low.

The unemployment rate was 4.4
percent in January and 5.1 percent in
February 2017.

Calif. jobless
rate falls to
4.3% in Feb.
ASSOCIATED PRESS

SACRAMENTO, Calif. – Nancy
McFadden, chief of staff for California
Gov. Jerry Brown and a driving force be-
hind his agenda, died Thursday in her
home after a long battle with ovarian
cancer. She was 59.

“Nancy was the best chief of staff a
governor could ever ask for,” Brown said
in a statement. “She understood gov-
ernment and politics, she could man-
age, she was a diplomat and she was
fearless.”

McFadden was hired as Brown’s
chief of staff in 2011, when he returned
to the governor’s office, and quickly be-
came an indispensable asset as he
pushed ambitious polities on climate,
criminal justice reform and more.
McFadden could knock heads in politi-
cal battle but was quick with humor and
cared deeply for the people around her,
friends and colleagues said.

McFadden didn’t know Brown and
his wife, Anne Gust Brown, very well
when she had a conversation with them
after Brown’s election that led to a job.
But the three quickly became a well-
matched team.

“She loved that (Brown) trusted her
to be the implementer,” said Donne
Brownsey, McFadden’s closest friend
and a former lobbyist and legislative
adviser. “He gave her, deservedly, wide
latitude to form teams throughout state
government to solve problems.”

McFadden’s high-profile political
work began long before she joined the
Brown administration. She served as a
deputy political director for Bill Clin-
ton’s 1992 presidential campaign.

Brown, who was running against
Clinton at the time, was one of Clinton’s
harshest critics. McFadden’s role in the
campaign included managing the fall-
out of Gennifer Flowers alleging an af-
fair with Clinton.

McFadden went on to be a deputy as-
sociate attorney general in Clinton’s ad-
ministration, then deputy chief of staff
to Vice President Al Gore.

She was featured in a 1994 Washing-
ton Post article titled “Who you gonna

call?” about the “go-to” political insid-
ers in the Clinton administration.
McFadden frequently represented the
U.S. Justice Department on conference
calls with the White House, according
to the article.

“Nancy McFadden was a truly ex-
traordinary public servant thanks to
her brilliant mind, big heart, and un-
canny ability to get things done,” Bill
and Hillary Clinton said in a statement.

McFadden’s skills as a shrewd politi-
cal negotiator were put to the test last
year during the fight to reauthorize Cali-
fornia’s cap-and-trade program, a criti-
cal piece of Brown’s climate change-
fighting efforts. It was McFadden’s job
to find a bridge between the oil indus-

try, environmental justice groups and
lawmakers on both sides of the aisle.

After months, she helped strike a
deal that extended the landmark pro-
gram through 2030 and focused on
cleaning up poor air quality in low-in-
come neighborhoods. It was a deal that
made none of the sides completely hap-
py, but one that passed.

McFadden called it the most difficult
job she ever faced.

McFadden was diagnosed with ovar-
ian cancer in 2001 and beat it, only to
have it return four years ago. She
stepped away from the Capitol in Janu-
ary to focus on her health but was tak-
ing conference calls and working right
up until the end, said Brownsey, who
cared for her.

“I would be helping her because she
was so ill and I would say, ‘What do you
want to do now?’ and she would say ‘I
think I’ll make a few calls,” Brownsey
recalled.

Associated Press writer Jonathan J.
Cooper contributed reporting.

California Gov. Brown’s top
adviser dies after cancer battle
Kathleen Ronayne 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Gov. Jerry Brown’s Executive Secretary Nancy McFadden listened during a
meeting on water use at the Capitol in Sacramento, Calif., on April 16, 2015.
Brown’s office says McFadden died Thursday after a long battle with ovarian
cancer. RICH PEDRONCELLI/AP

“Nancy was the best chief of

staff a governor could ever

ask for.”
Gov. Jerry Brown


