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WEATHER New California law 
requires voter data 
breach reporting

SACRAMENTO — A new 
law requires journalists, 
researchers and political 
campaigns that receive 
voter data to tell California 
officials if it may have been 
stolen. 

Gov. Jerry Brown an-
nounced he signed the 
bill Monday. It requires 
people and organizations 
who have California voter 
registration data to report 

security breaches affect-
ing the storage of that 
information. 

The law also directs the 
secretary of state to devel-
op guidelines for how such 
information should be se-
curely stored and prohibits 
people from intentionally 
misinforming voters about 
voting locations, eligibility 
and times. 

The bill passed both 
chambers of the Legislature 
with just one no vote.

— Associated Press
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Bright Fiber 
sale on hold

The state’s Public Util-
ities Commission has 
suspended the process of 
selling the Bright Fi-
ber high-speed internet 
project to address issues 
and concerns raised by 
the public, a suspension 
scheduled to last into 
autumn, a commission 
spokesman said Monday.

The suspension of an 
“advice letter,” which 
details the sale of Bright 
Fiber to Race Communi-
cations, occurred Wednes-
day — the same day a 
public comment period 
about the proposed trans-
action ended. Commis-
sion staff now will review 
issues and concerns 
raised in various letters it 
received.

“The Advice Letter 
suspension gives our staff 
time to review the Advice 
Letter and make a deter-
mination on whether the 
transaction meets the re-
quirements for ministerial 

review,” said Christopher 
Chow, public information 
officer with the commis-
sion, in an email.

The suspension will 
last until Nov. 19, Chow 
added.

According to Chow, the 
commission currently is 
waiting for Race Com-
munications to respond 
to the public comments. 
Commission staff may 
still consider additional 

How to save a life

Nationally, overdoses 
are now the leading cause 
of death for those under 
the age of 50. 

The epidemic numbers 
are spiraling upward, with 
opioids now eclipsing 
vehicle and car accidents 
when it comes to the 
number of annual inju-
ry-related deaths. 

Citing the most recent 
data available, Grass Val-
ley’s Community Recovery 
Resources reported 28 
opioid overdose hospital-
izations in 2015, with an 
age-adjusted rate of 24.6 
opioid-related overdose 
deaths per 100,000 in 
Grass Valley — more 
than twice the number 
of the national average, 
which comes in at 10.4 per 
100,000. 

Additionally, the Grass 
Valley Police Department 
reported opiate-based ar-
rests increased by 30 per-
cent from fiscal year 2015 
to 2016. The department 
also reported a nearly 50 

percent increase in calls 
where heroin is an issue. 

According to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control 
and Prevention, on av-
erage, 115 Americans die 
every day from a opioid 
overdose, but while addic-
tion is an epidemic, a vast 
majority of those deaths 
are accidental, said Katie 
Bell, a board-certified 
nurse case manager for 
substance abuse disor-
ders at Chapa De Indian 
Health in Grass Valley. 

“Just about every patient 

Golden Girl

Faith Collins celebrates after her victory on July 4 at Seattle’s King Aquatic 
Center. Collins has been an athlete her entire life, said her mother Brenda Bellizzi.

A s the Special Olympics 
celebrates its 50th an-
niversary this year, one 
local athlete is beaming 

with extra pride and appreciation 
for the organization, the world’s 
largest sports organization for chil-
dren and adults with intellectual 
disabilities. 

Nevada 
City’s Faith 
Collins, 32, 
clenched gold 
in swim-
ming on July 
4, adding 
another 
medal to 
her growing 
collection. 

Collins’ 
natural abili-
ty as an athlete shone through from 
a very young age, said her moth-
er Brenda Bellizzi. Despite being 
diagnosed with high-functioning 
autism, obsessive compulsive dis-
order and attention deficit/hyper-
active disorder, Collins became an 
accomplished equestrian at a very 
young age. 

“People with disabilities do really 
well riding horses,” said Bellizzi, 
“because they don’t talk back. They 

Nevada City 
woman wins 
Special Olympics’ 
big prize

PHOTO SUBMITTED BY SPECIAL OLYMPICS OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA

By Alan Riquelmy
Staff Writer

By Jennifer Nobles
Staff Writer 

By Cory Fisher
Staff Writer

LEFT: Before becoming a swimmer, Faith Collins 
spent her free time as an equestrian. Her moth-
er said that Collins’ autism has been positively 
affected by her interactions with horses and 
other animals. 
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“It’s 
important 

because it gives 
people a chance 
to compete in 
what they love 
to do. It’s fun. It 
feels good.”— Faith Collins

COLLINS, A8

ABOVE: Faith Collins, second from left, joins her 
teammates from Motherlode Special Olympics. 
The Special Olympics is commemorating its 
50th anniversary this year with a special “light 
up” event taking place July 20 at over 170 land-
marks worldwide. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO BY SPECIAL OLYMPICS OF NORTHERN 
CALIFORNIA

“The Advice 
Letter 

suspension gives our 
staff time to review 
the Advice Letter and 
make a determination 
on whether the 
transaction meets 
the requirements for 
ministerial review.”

— Christopher Chow, 
Public Utilities Commission 

information officer 

LEARN MORE
What: Understanding 
Opiate Use Disorders, 
Medication Assisted 
Treatment and Naloxone
When: 6 to 7:30 p.m., 
July 26
Where: Community 
Recovery Resources 
Campus, 180 Sierra 
College Drive, Grass 
Valley.
RSVP: Call 530-273-9541, 
ext. 217 or email sjolley@
corr.us

Learning more about opioid overdose 
could make all the difference

BRIGHT FIBER, A8

OPIOID, A8

GRASS VALLEY  •  530-273-6171                COLFAX  •  530-346-8685

Family owned and operated
for close to 100 years.

Great...locations,
people and SERVICE!

25 Cu. Ft. French Door Refrigerator in 
Fingerprint Resistant Stainless Steel
WRX735SDBM

27 Cu. Ft. French Door Bottom Freezer 
Refrigerator with Dual Icemakers
WRF767SDEM

LIMITED TO STOCK ON HAND
SUMMER CLOSEOUT SPECIAL

SAVE $60000

1,69900
REG. 2,299.00

1,89900
REG. 2,899.00

SAVE $100000

27 Cu. Ft. French Door Bottom Freezer 



A8 | Tuesday, July 17, 2018 | The Union

COLLINS
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don’t care about visual ex-
pressions, they just get the 
vibe.”

Witnessing her daugh-
ter’s athletic proclivity 
 — and beginning to balk 
at the expense of boarding 
and maintaining a horse — 
Bellizzi encouraged Collins 
to explore other sports. 

A friend soon taught 
Faith to run and 
to ride a bike. 
Another friend, 
local pediatri-
cian Dr. Sarah 
Woerner, taught 
her how to swim 
by guiding her 
along the waves 
and currents of 
Scotts Flat Lake. 
The next thing 
her mother 
knew, Faith was participat-
ing in the Barbara Schmidt 
Millar triathlon. 

“She’s always been ath-
letic, and artistic,” said 
Bellizzi. “This whole town 
has made Faith who she 
is. It’s fabulous for her self 
esteem; I mean she really 
sees herself as an athlete. 
That’s what I think is so 
interesting about Special 
Olympics, it’s all so positive 
and inclusive.” 

Faith runs with the 
Sierra Trail Blazers, and 
swims for the Motherlode 

Northern California swim 
team. On July 4 she won 
gold in the Special Olym-
pics’ 4 x 50-meter women’s 
relay at the King Aquat-
ic Center in Seattle. The 
event was televised nation-
ally on ESPN2.

Faith said the Special 
Olympics is relevant for the 
chances they give all ath-
letes, regardless of ability. 

“It’s important because 
it gives people a chance to 

compete in what they love 
to do,” said Collins. “It’s fun. 
It feels good.” 

This has been a transfor-
mative year for Collins, Bel-
lizzi said. In addition to her 
victory in Seattle, Collins 
has moved into an apart-
ment with her boyfriend of 
over two years, Israel. 

Faith said her partner is 
supportive of her athleti-
cism and sometimes watch-
es her compete. 

“It’s just been a big turn-
around for her in every 
way,” Bellizzi said. “She 

has to have structure. And 
when Faith has that she 
does really well. Structure 
is what these kids need, 
and that is what the Spe-
cial Olympics is all about: 
a structured environment.” 

“She’s got this tenacity,” 
Bellizzi continued. “Per-
severance and tenacity. 
It’s just astounding to me. 
When Faith wants to do 
something, she does it.” 

Bellizzi recalled that one 
year in particular, 
Collins complet-
ed the Barbara 
Schmidt Millar 
race then turned 
around and com-
pleted another 
triathlon in Fol-
som in the same 
week. 

Collins ac-
knowledges 
that her athletic 

achievements aren’t your 
average run-of-the-mill 
feats, but also brushes off 
any prolonged accolades. 

Whether she is in the 
middle of a swim meet or 
running like the wind in a 
triathlon, Collins’ philoso-
phy remains the same: “Do 
whatever you can do. Just 
keep on truckin.”

Jennifer Nobles is a staff 
writer for The Union. 
She can be reached at 
jnobles@theunion.com or 
530-477-4231.

RECOGNIZE THE SIGNS
Recognizing an opioid overdose can be difficult. If you ar-
en’t sure, it is best to treat the situation like an overdose 
— you could save a life. Never leave the person alone 
and call 911 or seek medical care immediately. Signs may 
include any of the following:

 X Small, constricted “pinpoint pupils”
 X Falling asleep or loss of consciousness
 X Slow, shallow breathing
 X Choking or gurgling sounds
 X Limp body
 X Pale, blue, or cold skin

Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

BRIGHT FIBER
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OPIOID 
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comments submitted by the 
public, despite the pass-
ing of last week’s deadline. 
However, public input stops 
once Race files its response, 
Chow said.

Ally Hetland, with Race 
Communications, declined 
comment when contact-
ed Monday. She said Race 
will answer questions after 
regulatory approval by the 
utilities commission.

John Paul, CEO of Bright 
Fiber, couldn’t be reached 
for comment.

The suspension of the 
advice letter is the latest 

development in a project 
started years ago. 

The utilities commission 
in December 2015 granted 
Paul almost $17 million in 
state funds for the fiber op-
tic project. Paul needed to 
secure some $12 million in 
private money to secure the 
state funds.

Weeks ago Paul said Race 
Communications would 
purchase Bright Fiber, 
citing problems with his 
company obtaining the 
private dollars necessary for 
the grant.

Approval by the utilities 
commission is necessary for 
Bright Fiber’s sale to Race.

The June 20 advice letter, 

a document that’s part of 
the proposed sale, states 
that Race would primarily 
use aerial delivery on exist-
ing poles, a change from the 
project that initially would 
have most of the fiber optic 
network underground.

That letter also said peo-
ple who wanted to protest 
the sale had 20 days from 
June 20. However, no 
notification of that pro-
test period was required 
because Bright Fiber has no 
customers, the letter stated.

To contact Staff Writer 
Alan Riquelmy, email 
ariquelmy@theunion.com 
or call 530-477-4239.

who comes in for care has 
experienced at least one 
overdose,” said Bell. “The 
epidemic is not just about 
the availability of opiates, 
it’s about access to care for 
addiction. Getting help for 
opioid addiction is slow 
and underfunded. Alcohol 
can kill you over time, 
but heroin can kill you 
tonight.”

In an urgent campaign 
to save lives due to over-
dose, the U.S. Surgeon 
General, Dr. Jerome Ad-
ams, issued a public health 
advisory in April calling 
for more Americans to 
carry and learn how to 
use the lifesaving, opioid 
overdose-reversing drug 
naloxone, which is often 
known by its brand name, 
Narcan. As the opioid cri-
sis skyrockets, emergency 
medical technicians, first 
responders and police of-
ficers have begun carrying 
“naloxone kits” to assist in 
reviving those they suspect 
may have overdosed. 

GVPD Chief Alex 
Gammelgard was among 
the first in the region to 
require officers to carry 
naloxone kits in their pa-
trol cars, but now Nevada 
County health officials are 
saying that’s not enough. 
Community members, 
relatives and friends of 
those using opioids are en-
couraged to have the kits 
on hand, which are sold 
over-the-counter at most 
pharmacies.

“Knowing how to use 
naloxone and keeping it 
within reach can save a 
life,” stressed Adams in his 
advisory, which is exactly 
why county health officials 
have launched a campaign 
to educate the public on 
exactly what naloxone is, 
how to administer it and 
where to find it.

As part of the Recov-
ery & Wellness Series, 
sponsored by Community 
Recovery Resources, the 
group’s alumni association 
and the Coalition for a 

Drug Free Nevada County, 
a community presentation, 
“Understanding Opiate 
Use Disorders, Medication 
Assisted Treatment and 
Naloxone,” is scheduled 
from 6 to 7:30 p.m. on 
July 26 at the Community 
Recovery Resources Cam-
pus, 180 Sierra College 
Dr. in Grass Valley. Those 
interested in attending, 
must RSVP in advance by 
calling 530-273-9541, ext. 
217.

Guest presenters will 
include registered nurse 
Bell, a board-certified 
nurse case manager for 
substance abuse disorders 
at Chapa De; physician 
Aaron Cleveland, who is 
board certified in ad-
diction medicine; and 
Community Recovery 
Resources medical assis-
tant Michelle Otten. The 
free event is designed to 
educate community mem-
bers about access to and 
the availability of medica-
tion assisted treatment in 
Nevada County, as well as 
learning to recognize the 
signs of an overdose, how 
to respond and how to ad-
minister naloxone. 

According to the Sub-
stance Abuse and Mental 
Health Services Adminis-
tration, naloxone is a med-
ication approved by the 
Food and Drug Adminis-
tration to prevent overdose 
by opioids such as heroin, 
morphine, and oxycodone. 
It “blocks opioid receptor 
sites, reversing the toxic 
effects of the overdose” 
and is administered when 
a patient is showing signs 
of opioid overdose. The 
medication can be given 

by intranasal spray, which 
is the most common 
among lay people, or by 
injection, which requires 
professional training. 

In May, Nevada County 
joined 30 California coun-
ties in a massive lawsuit 
against opioid manufac-
turers and distributors in 
an attempt to receive com-
pensation for tax dollars 
spent on fighting the drug 
epidemic. Filed in federal 
court, it could likely be-
come part of a legal action 
involving more than 500 
public entities that have 
filed similar lawsuits. 

“We know there’s a 
lack of awareness when 
it comes to both access 
to treatment and access 
to naloxone,” said Ariel 
Lovett, Community Re-
covery Resources’ deputy 
CEO. “This is certainly 
why it’s so important to 
bring this wellness series 
to our community — so 
people can learn how 
different medications can 
work to improve or save 
lives.” 

“When it comes to 
addiction, we have the 
solution and we have the 
recovery tools — we have 
everything,” echoed Bell. 
“We just have to get people 
the care they need. This 
epidemic has been the 
perfect storm of destruc-
tion to our families and 
young people. But when 
it comes to an overdose, if 
there’s naloxone on hand, 
it’s highly likely a life will 
be saved.”

To contact Staff Writer 
Cory Fisher, email Cory@
theunion.com.

“She’s always been athletic, and 
artistic. This whole town has made 

Faith who she is. It’s fabulous for her self 
esteem; I mean she really sees herself 
as an athlete. That’s what I think is so 
interesting about Special Olympics, it’s all 
so positive and inclusive.”

— Brenda Bellizzi, Faith’s mother
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Stranded woman drank water from moss after crash

LOS ANGELES — An 
Oregon woman who was 
badly injured and stranded 
for a week after her Jeep 
plunged 250 feet over a 
cliff into the ocean near Big 
Sur in California says she 
survived by drinking fresh 
water dripping from moss 
until she was rescued by 
a couple hiking along the 
beach. 

From her hospital bed, 
23-year-old Angela Her-
nandez posted a detailed 
account Sunday night on 
Facebook of her survival 
after the crash. 

The Portland woman said 
she spent each day walk-
ing the isolated stretch of 
beach, searching for help, 
and was unable to make her 
way back up to the highway. 

She said she had a brain 
hemorrhage, collapsed 
lung, broken ribs and 
collarbones, and severe 
sunburn. 

“For her to survive for 
seven days on the coast 
with waves crashing over 
you at times, with injuries 

that she had, is amazing,” 
Monterey County Sheriff 
Steve Bernal said. “She was 
a fighter. She had the will 
to survive and I think most 
people in that situation 
probably wouldn’t have 
lasted that long.” 

Hernandez had been 
driving to her sister’s home 
in Lancaster, near Los 
Angeles, on July 6 when 
a small animal crossed in 
front of her, causing her to 
swerve and lose control of 
her car, she wrote. 

“The only thing I really 
remember after that was 
waking up. I was still in 
my car and I could feel 
water rising over my knees. 
My head hurt and when I 
touched it, I found blood on 
my hands.” 

She said she broke a 

window of her car, jumped 
into the ocean and swam 
ashore. She fell asleep on 
the beach and realized what 
had happened after she 
woke up. 

Her shoulders, hips, back 
and thighs were radiating 
pain and all she could see 
was the cliff, rocks and 
ocean. 

“People don’t normally 
survive plunges down the 

Big Sur coast like this. She 
is very lucky,” Bernal said. 

In the days that followed, 
Hernandez walked the 
beach searching for help, 
climbing on rocks to avoid 
sharp sand and walking on 
the shore to get away from 
hot rocks, she said. 

“I found a high spot I 
was able to climb up to and 
found myself there almost 
every day,” Hernandez 

wrote. “I could see cars 
driving across the cliff and 
felt like if I could yell just 
loud enough, that one could 
hear or see me. That’s all it 
would take to make it back 
to my family. Just one per-
son noticing me.” 

Rescue crews had 
searched the area and 
found no “obvious” signs 
that a car had gone over a 
cliff, Bernal said. 

By the third day, Her-
nandez’s jeans were torn, 
her socks had holes and she 
knew she was dehydrated. 
She made her way back to 
her car and found a 10-inch 
radiator hose that had fall-
en from the car during the 
crash. 

“I walked farther south 
down the beach than I ever 
had before and heard a 
dripping sound,” she wrote 
on Facebook. “I looked up 
and saw a huge patch of 
moss with water dripping 
down from it. I caught the 
water in my hands and tast-
ed it. It was fresh!!!!” 

She said she developed a 
daily ritual of walking the 
beach in search of new high 
ground, screaming for help 

at the top of her lungs and 
collecting fresh water. 

“It would be a lie to say 
that things got easier as 
the days passed,” she wrote. 
“They never did. But, they 
sure got predictable.” 

Everything changed on 
Friday, when Hernandez 
woke up and saw a woman 
walking across the shore. 

Chelsea and Chad Moore 
were hiking and looking 
for places to fish when 
they spotted Hernandez’s 
wrecked car and then her. 
Chelsea Moore ran and got 
help as her husband stayed 
with Hernandez and gave 
her fresh water. 

Chelsea Moore made her 
way to a camp and called 
911 before spotting a miss-
ing person handout with 
Hernandez’s photo. 

She rushed back with 
help and Hernandez was 
hoisted up a cliff by rescu-
ers and taken by helicopter 
to a hospital, where she is 
recovering. 

“I couldn’t believe that 
they were even real,” Her-
nandez said of her rescuers. 
“I couldn’t believe that we 
had finally found each other.”

By Michael Balsamo
Associated Press

Authorities tend to Angela Hernandez, foreground center, 
after she was rescued, in Morro Bay, Friday. Authorities 
say a couple on a camping trip came upon Hernandez, 
from Oregon, who had been missing since July 6, after her 
car went over a cliff in coastal California. 
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“For her to survive 
for seven days 

on the coast with waves 
crashing over you at 
times, with injuries that 
she had, is amazing.”— Monterey County Sheriff 

Steve Bernal

Judge temporarily halts 
deportation of reunified families

SAN DIEGO — A federal 
judge on Monday ordered a 
temporary halt to deporta-
tions of immigrant families 
reunited after being sepa-
rated at the border, as the 
Trump administration races 
to meet a July 26 deadline 
for putting thousands of 
children back in their par-
ents’ arms. 

U.S. District Judge Dana 
Sabraw imposed a delay 

of at least a week after a 
request from the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union, 
which cited “persistent and 
increasing rumors ... that 

mass deportations may 
be carried out imminent-
ly and immediately upon 
reunification.” 

Justice Department attor-
ney Scott Stewart opposed 

the delay but did not ad-
dress the rumors in court. 

The ACLU requested that 
parents have at least one 
week to decide whether to 

pursue asylum in the U.S. 
after they are reunited with 
their children. The judge 
held off on deciding that 
issue until the government 
outlines its objections in 

writing by next Monday. 
ACLU attorney Lee Gel-

ernt told reporters that he 
was “extremely pleased” by 
the halt and that parents 
need time to think over with 
their children and advisers 
whether to seek asylum. 

“It’s hard to imagine a 
more profound or momen-
tous decision,” he said. 

The hearing in San Diego 
occurred as the government 
accelerated reunifications 
at eight unidentified U.S. 
Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement locations.

By Elliot Spagat and  
Colleen Long
Associated Press

“It’s hard to imagine a more profound or 
momentous decision.”

— ACLU attorney Lee Gelernt

IN BRIEF
Smoke blankets 
Yosemite park but trails 
and lodges are open

MARIPOSA — A deadly 
wildfire near Yosemite 
National Park has dou-
bled in size and shrouded 
the popular destination 
in smoke, but tourists 
could still use all trails, 
campgrounds, lodges 
and restaurants Monday, 
officials said.

Visitors were arriving 
and amenities were open, 
but the growing flames 
shut down a key route 
into the California park 
at the peak of tourist 
season. A stretch of State 
Route 140 has been 
closed since the weekend, 

and motorists have been 
urged to find alternate 
routes.

Ex-Congressional 
aide sentenced for 
pot shop bribery

LOS ANGELES — A 
former California congres-
sional aide who took a 
$5,000 bribe after promis-
ing to help keep an illegal 
marijuana business open 
has been sentenced to 18 
months in prison.

Michael Kimbrew was 
sentenced Monday for 
bribery and attempted 
extortion. He also was 
ordered to pay $9,000 in 
fines and restitution.

—Associated Press


