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Race responds to comments on sale

An attorney for Race 
Communications says 
safety and health concerns 
over Bright Fiber’s high-
speed internet network 
are misplaced — one of 
several arguments made 
in response to complaints 

filed in opposition to the 
project.

The 14-page letter ob-
tained by The Union, filed 
Thursday by Race attor-
ney Rachelle Chong, is in 
response to 19 comments 
filed with the California 
Public Utilities Commis-
sion. The comments, 10 
of them opposing the sale 
of Bright Fiber to Race, 

raised concerns over elec-
tromagnetic frequency, an 
above-ground fiber optic 
network and the supposed 
improper use of a $16.2 
million grant awarded in 
December 2015.

The concerns raised in 
those comments led the 
utilities commission to 
suspend approval until 
November of Bright Fiber’s 

sale. It also caused Race 
to respond, saying the sus-
pension was an error be-
cause it’s complying with 
the rules. 

“Some consumers ex-
press health and safe-
ty concerns regarding 
whether fiber strung along 
poles will emit electromag-
netic frequency similar to 
Commercial Mobile Radio 

Services ...” Chong’s letter 
states. “These concerns are 
entirely misplaced. CMRS 
is not the technology that 
fiber broadband projects 
use and no such wireless 
emissions will occur.”

John Paul, CEO of 
Bright Fiber, touted an 
underground fiber optic 
network. A utilities com-
mission resolution states 
the project would primari-
ly rest under the earth.

However, an advice 
letter — which details the 
terms of Bright Fiber’s 
sale — states Race’s plan 
to primarily use “aerial de-
livery on existing poles in 
existing right-of-ways.”

According to Chong’s re-
sponse, the bulk of the proj-
ect will remain underground 
— seemingly a contradiction 
to the advice letter. 

Proposed buyer of Bright Fiber says acquisition should be approved by CPUC

Solidarity 
in safety 

The temperatures are 
reaching triple-digit lev-
els. That means visitors 
— both locals and out-of-
towners — are flocking to 
the South Yuba River in 
an effort to stay cool.

But even though water 
levels are falling, that 
doesn’t mean the potential 
dangers have decreased.

Just this week, a teenage 
boy was hoisted out of the 
river canyon at Purdon 

Crossing and flown to a 
regional hospital after 
slipping and falling, sus-
taining head trauma.

His accident highlights 
the safety message being 
promoted by Nevada 
County officials and the 
South Yuba River Citizens 
League — Look (scout 
before you leap); Grip 
(watch your footing); Pro-
tect (avoid entrapment).

SYRCL has ramped up 
its safety message in the 

Nonprofits, government agencies 
work together to increase river safety

Entering adulthood

A pair of students admire artwork in NEO Youth Center in Grass Valley. NEO is a nonprofit 
youth center and youth empowerment program for young people aged 11-25.

T
he Youth Collabo-
rative is a group of 
local nonprofits who 
identify and work 

with partnership with pro-
grams and services aimed 
at providing resources in 
support of at-risk children 
and youth. 

The breadth of its collec-
tive knowledge is substan-
tial, and its members are 
all experienced profession-
als representing their re-
spective organization in an 
effort to help local youth 
thrive. 

The collaborative offers 
services for children of all 
ages, and acknowledges 
that a child’s teen years, 
from age 13-18, are often 
the years that significantly 
shape a person’s life. 

Notably, said New 
Events and Opportuni-
ties (NEO) Youth Center 
director and co-founder 
Lynn Skrukrud, teen years 
are incredibly impactful on 
a person’s sense of self and 
worth. 

“Independence is huge 
at that age,” Skrukrud 
said, “so that’s just an 
overarching thing that 
they are looking for - their 
independence, but at the 
same time they need a lot 
of guidance to help them 
along the way. A lot of 
youth just need someone 
to talk to, but without be-
ing bossed around.”

Dena Valin Malakian, 
associate director of The 
Friendship Club, agreed. 

“They need to build their 
self-confidence,” said Mal-
akian. “That’s a really big 
thing that I am seeing with 
adolescent girls, that they 
come to us not knowing 
their own worth. And so 
we’re really helping them 
discover who they are. If 
they’re different, that’s 
awesome. It’s about em-
bracing that.”

The Youth Collaborative 
is eager for the community 
to become more familiar 
with their services, and 
utilize them as needed. 

FRIENDSHIP IS 
EVERYTHING

The Friendship Club 
identifies itself as an entity 
that offers social, emotion-
al, and academic support. 
Founded by Executive 
Director Jennifer Singer 

in 1995, the nonprofit 
organization offers a year-
round program that serves 
between 80-100 girls in 
grades 6-12 annually.

Singer said the program 
is structured, and does not 
operate on a drop-in basis. 

Instead, she said, partic-
ipants are enrolled in the 
program, where she and her 
staff hope they will remain 
through high school. 

“We have six program 
focus areas,” said Singer. 
“The six areas are goal set-
ting, health and wellness, 
community connectedness, 
self sufficiency, healthy rela-
tionships, and awareness. 
Everything we are doing is 
touching one or more of the 
six program impact areas.” 

Girls in the Friendship 
Club are referred to the pro-
gram, and are interviewed 
as part of the intake process. 

Youth Collaborative seeks to make teen years easier, healthier
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Culvert replacement project 
to start on Hwy 174 

Work is set to begin Monday 
on a culvert replacement 
project to improve drainage 
on a section of Highway 174 
in Nevada County, according 
to a Caltrans news release. 

Crews are scheduled to 
begin work at 7 a.m. Monday 
to replace 10 culverts on 
Highway 174 from the Bear 

River Bridge at the Placer 
County line to 0.1 mile north 
of Mount Olive Road in 
Chicago Park.

 Motorists should expect 
one-way traffic controls with 
delays up to 20 minutes from 
7 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday 
through Friday through 
September.

 The contract was awarded 
to CCFG Construction of 

Sonora for $389,550. 
 Caltrans advises motorists 

to “Be Work Zone Alert.” The 
department will issue con-
struction updates on Twitter 
@CaltransDist3 and on 
Facebook at CaltransDistrict3. 
For real-time traffic, click on 
Caltrans’ QuickMap quick-
map.dot.ca.gov.

Source: California 
Department of Transportation
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River Ambassador Ron Stickney educates families 
about their impact at the river.
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PLAYING IT SAFE AT THE RIVER
When picking where to hang out at the river, look at 
these three things: 

 X Gradient (is there a steep drop?) 
 X Flow (how much water is going by?) 
 X Substrate (what kind of rocks? Are there entrapping 
boulders, obstacles or logs or sieves?)

Each of these elements create their own hazards, but on 
their own might not create a danger spot. High flow in an 
area that is not steep and has no foot entrapment rocks 
can be a great place to play at times, while a steep drop 
with limited flow and no entrapment hazards can make 
for a fun water slide.

— Courtesy Katrina Schneider, river safety advocate
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“They need to build their self-confidence. 
That’s a really big thing that I am seeing 

with adolescent girls, that they come to us not 
knowing their own worth. And so we’re really 
helping them discover who they are. If they’re 
different, that’s awesome. It’s about embracing 
that.”

— Dena Valin Malakian, associate director of  
The Friendship Club

530.305.3131
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www.ShariBarley.com
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Ally Hetland, with Race, 
referred questions to 
Chong’s written response. 
She declined further 
comment.

Discussing under-
ground/aerial, Chong 
writes that the resolu-
tion awarding the grant 
includes language about 
tree density, unorthodox 
utility pole attachments 
and out-of-date poles.

“These characteristics 
pose significant chal-
lenges that may require 
a hybrid underground/
aerial approach,” Chong’s 
response states.

Chong calls out Smart-
erBroadband and Col-
faxNet, which argued a 
change in the law should 
cause the utilities com-
mission to rescind the 
grant or, alternatively, 
have Race reapply for the 
grant.

The response states the 
two companies already 

had their chance to peti-
tion the commission.

“Thus this is now SBB 
and ColfaxNet’s fourth 
bite at the apple to try to 
prevent this gigabit fiber 
network from being built,” 
Chong states.

Shifting to allegations of 
misappropriation of grant 
funds, Chong states that 
Bright Fiber has received 
no utilities commission 
funds. The grant money is 
distributed once matching 
funds are raised — some 
$12 million — and con-
struction begins.

The project, which 
includes almost 2,000 

households along High-
way 174, stalled when Paul 
couldn’t raise the private 
funds, a requirement of 
the grant. He then several 
months ago began nego-
tiating the sale of Bright 
Fiber to Race.

Approval of the sale 
by the utilities commis-
sion was slated for late 
this month. The utilities 
commission has since 
suspended the sale until 
November.

To contact Staff Writer 
Alan Riquelmy, email 
ariquelmy@theunion.com 
or call 530-477-4239.

last few years, working with 
river safety advocate Ka-
trina Schneider to develop 
a video and messaging that 
is posted on its website 
and has become part of a 
scrolling TV message on the 
Yuba Bus that takes visitors 
to the river.

Playing safely at the river 
has also become part of the 
message disseminated by 
the group’s volunteer river 

ambassadors.
And through a partner-

ship with the county’s Yuba 
River Safety Cohort, the 
ambassadors now have 
tools to expand their reach 
and get help more quickly.

The program is in its 
eighth season and currently 
has 31 volunteer ambas-
sadors and three “river 
captains,” said SYRCL Ex-
ecutive Director Melinda 
Booth. Ambassadors are 
situated at the river at two 
locations right now — the 
Highway 49 crossing and 
at Bridgeport, four hours a 
day on holidays and week-
ends, talking to visitors and 
helping them have a safe 
and enjoyable experience, 
Booth said.

The volunteers, who work 
under the auspices of the 
state Department of Parks 
and Recreation, deliver 
positive messages rather 
than punitive enforcement, 
Booth stressed. 

“Safety is a 

newer message,” Booth 
said. “We’ve been work-
ing with Katrina (Schnei-
der), she has helped create 
some simple wording and 
messaging, something to 
share with people. ... We 
are incorporating it a little 
more now.”

Booth noted that a sug-
gestion has been made to 
install river safety signs at 
popular swimming spots. 
But signage is something 
that would need to be 
installed and maintained 

by the state parks depart-
ment, and is not something 
it wants to undertake right 
now, she said.

“I definitely think the am-
bassadors help,” she said. 
“Do they reach everybody? 
Certainly not. However, the 
number of people we’re able 
to connect with is huge.”

According to Booth, the 
ambassadors have talked 
to more than 6,000 visitors 
to the river already this 
season, which runs from 
Memorial Day through La-
bor Day.

“I think it is making a dif-
ference — those one-on-one 
interactions are the most 
influential way to reach 
people,” she said, adding, 
“It’s not a solution for the 
entire problem, obviously.”

Some other aspects to 
ensuring safety at the river 
are also being addressed 
by a multi-agency South 
Yuba River Public Safety 
Cohort, including illegal 
parking that blocks access 

by emergency vehicles and 
fire danger.

Booth noted the Yuba 
River corridor is a patch-
work of jurisdictions in-
cluding the county, the state 
and federal lands, adding, 
“There are so many stake-
holders, getting them all 
in the same room has been 
incredible.”

The safety cohort was 
responsible for getting an 
emergency satellite call box 
installed at Purdon Cross-
ing in late June.

“That’s been used already 
for a couple of accidents 
and a felony assault, and 
allowed the Sheriff ’s Office 
to get down there quickly,” 
said Nevada County Su-
pervisor Heidi Hall. “We’re 
very excited about its use.”

Four satellite communi-
cation devices that connect 
to cell phones are being 
donated this week for use 
by the river ambassadors, 
funded by the Board of 
Supervisors.

Hall said she is submit-
ting a request for an ad-
ditional $86,000 in grant 
funding for three more 
fixed call boxes and five 
more of the communication 
devices, as well as for two 
variable-message electronic 
signs for safety and educa-
tion purposes.

“We can save 20 to 30 
minutes of people having to 
hike out and call for help,” 
Booth said. “This will also 
allow us to expand our 
reach — the ambassadors 
can be on more trails and at 
more crossings, this will al-
low us to go farther afield.”

Contact reporter Liz Kellar 
at 530-477-4236 or by 
email at lizk@theunion.
com.

“Some consumers express health and safety 
concerns regarding whether fiber strung 

along poles will emit electromagnetic frequency 
similar to Commercial Mobile Radio Services ... 
These concerns are entirely misplaced. CMRS is not 
the technology that fiber broadband projects use 
and no such wireless emissions will occur.”

— Race attorney Rachelle Chong
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Iris and Shadow are a 
mother and daughter avail-
able for adoption from the 
Grass Valley Animal Shelter. 
Iris is 1.5 years old, and 
Shadow is 9 weeks old. Both 
have been spayed, are social 
and sweet, and loving inside 
cats. The pair can go togeth-
er or separately. To adopt 
Iris and/or Shadow, contact 
Grass Valley Animal Shelter, 
Freeman Lane, Grass Valley, 
at 530-477-4630.

For more pet adoptions:
 ■ Sammie’s Friends 

Animal Shelter at 14647 
McCourtney Road in Grass 
Valley, 530-471-5041 or 
http://www.sammies-
friends.org.
■ AnimalSave, 530-271-

7071 or http://www.animal-
save.org.

 ■ Cal Aussie Rescue Inc., 
530-268-1600 or http://
www.NorCalAussieRescue.
com.

 ■ Scooter’s Pals, 530-
350-2099 or http://www.
ScootersPals.org.

 ■ Rescue for Pet Sake, 
530-263-3331

 ■ http://www.
RescueforPetSake.org

 ■ Friends Forever, a Cat 
Sanctuary, 530-885-4228 or 
http://www.ffacs.org.

 ■ From our partners: 
Animals in the news around 
the globe.

 ■ Chow Chow Rescue of 
the Sierra Foothills, Mystery 
Mutts, 530-432-2778, 530-
432-2294 or http://www.
ChowChowRescue.org.

 ■ Chows Plus, 530-
277-0476 or http://www.
ChowsPlus.org.

 ■ Northern California 
Border Collie Rescue & 
Adoptions, http://www.
Norcalbcrescue.org.

 ■ CAPE, http://
www.capeanimals.org, 
831-336-4695.

— The Union staff

PET OF THE WEEK

Iris and Shadow are available for adoption from the Grass 
Valley Animal Shelter off of Freeman Lane. 

ELIAS FUNEZ/EFUNEZ@THEUNION.COM

“I definitely think the ambassadors help. 
Do they reach everybody? Certainly not. 

However, the number of people we’re able to 
connect with is huge.”— SYRCL Executive Director Melinda Booth

IN BRIEF
Mountain biker 
rescued after crash

A medical rescue was 
conducted Friday after-
noon near Scotts Flat Lake 
for a mountain biker who 
reportedly sustained an 
injury involving a tree 
branch through his arm.

The cyclist was located 
two miles up from the 
Scotts Flat Campground 
on a trail below Highway 
20 and called 911 just 
before 3 p.m.

A passing cyclist report-
edly came across the sub-
ject and offered assistance 
to rescuers in helping to 
locate the victim.

By 3:50 p.m. rescuers lo-
cated the subject and pre-
pared him for transport 
back to the campground.

— Elias Funez, multi-
media reporter

Trump was taped 
talking of paying for 
Playboy model’s story

NEW YORK — President 
Donald Trump’s former 

personal lawyer secretly 
recorded Trump discuss-
ing a potential payment 
for a former Playboy 
model’s account of having 
an affair with him, people 
familiar with an investiga-
tion into the attorney said 
on Friday.

While they said the 
payment was never made, 
the recording by attorney 
Michael Cohen adds to 
questions about wheth-
er Trump tried to quash 
damaging stories in the 
run-up to his 2016 elec-
tion. Trump’s campaign 
had said it knew noth-
ing about any payment 
to ex-centerfold Karen 
McDougal.

Current Trump attorney 
Rudy Giuliani said the 
brief recording shows 
Trump did nothing wrong.

“The transaction that 
Michael is talking about 
on the tape never took 
place, but what’s import-
ant is: If it did take place, 
the president said it has to 

be done correctly and it 
has to be done by check” 
to keep a proper record of 
it, Giuliani said.

Trump heightens 
tariff threat in trade 
war with China

WASHINGTON — 
President Donald Trump 
on Friday escalated his 
threats to punish China 
for its trade policies, 
warning anew that he’s 
prepared to impose tariffs 
on all Chinese imports 
and arguing that Beijing 
has manipulated its cur-
rency at the expense of 
the United States.

In a taped interview 
with the business channel 
CNBC, Trump warning, 
“I’m willing to go to 500,” 
meaning he’s prepared ul-
timately to impose tariffs 
on $500 billion in Chinese 
imports — roughly the 
value of all the goods 
Beijing shipped to the 
United States last year.

— Associated Press

Meet GVPD Officer 
 Chris Roberds

✭ Hometown?
Orangevale, CA.

✭ Hobbies?
Camping, hiking.

✭ What made you 
want to become a 
police officer?
I have always had a 
desire to serve others. 
A friend of mine talked 
me into going through 
the modular police 
academy, and I found 
a new passion in law 
enforcement.

✭ Do you have 
any family in law 
enforcement?
No.

✭ How long have 
you been in law 
enforcement?
About 6 months. 

✭ What did you do 
before you became a 
police officer?
I was a project manager 
for an electrical 
contractor.

✭ If you weren’t in 
law enforcement, 
what would you be 
doing?
I would still be working in 
the electrical field.

✭ Do you have any 
role models?
Too many to list.

✭ What you like 
about your job?
Every day is a new 
adventure and there is 
always more to learn.

CORE VALUES: 
Dedication, Excellence, and Partnerships. 

Dedication in all we do – no act of kindness is too 
small – dedication to our employees who are the #1 asset 
of the organization.  Excellence – providing excellent 

service delivery.  Partnerships – things get done through 
relationships – partnerships are the natural byproduct and 
necessary component to being successful at our mission.
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