
Crosse check
■ The Sonoma Thunder girls high school 
lacrosse team capped its debut season by 
winning its league’s championship game. PAGE B1

Arts: Throwing Muses
SCC to honor Steve and Holly Kyle. A3

Schools: The cupboard is full
Little Free Pantry is in the can. B2

Music: Great balls of fire
Pianist Jason Farnham un-boxed!.B8
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REPORTED CONDITIONS
Date High Low  Rainfall
Fri., 5/18 72 47  0 in.
Sat., 5/19 70 46  0 in.
Sun., 5/20 69 44  0 in.
Mon., 5/21 74 45  0 in.
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RAINFALL HISTORY
Year-to-date: 19.09 in.
Last-year-to-date: 50.53 in.

Interior designer, philan-
thropist and Stone Edge Farm 
co-owner Leslie McQuown is 
the driving force behind the 
current renovations underway 
at the old Cooperage building 
at 301 First St. W. McQuown, 
working with architect Michael 
Ross, has submitted plans to the 
Sonoma Planning Commission 
seeking a live/work type permit 
for the space which would 
include a 1,750-square-foot “life-
style retail store” downstairs 
and a residence upstairs. 

The Cooperage Building has 
a storied history. 

The stone portion was origi-
nally constructed in the 1890s. 
The stone-clad second floor was 
added in 1923. Over the years, 

A new life 
for the  
Cooperage

By LORNA SHERIDAN
INDEX-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER

Leslie McQuown plans 
live-work use for historic 
building

See Cooperage, A7

■■ SCHOOLS  ■

JULIE VADER/SPECIAL TO THE INDEX-TRIBUNE

Sonoma Valley High School students Kole Morgan, foreground and Christian Soto greeted kids at Prestwood Elementary School on May 
18, as part of Senior Walkabout, in which graduating 12th graders return to the paste-eating stomping grounds of their youth. SEE B6 

The comeback kids

Sonoma off the mobile 
health services map

For the second time in a 
little over a month, a Sonoma 
family that had tried to get 
help for a troubled son found 
that the county’s health-ser-
vices response team was 
unavailable. 

Within days of  reaching out 
for help, both families found 

that a possibly avoidable trag-
edy struck – in one case with 
imprisonment and injury, in 
the other with death.

The fact that both cases 
shared a Sonoma Valley loca-
tion may be a factor in the fail-
ure of  county health services 
to respond. 

By CHRISTIAN KALLEN
INDEX-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITERFamilies of  

troubled sons ask 
why county  
program doesn’t 
serve Valley

See Health, A4
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Sonoma County Sheriff’s deputies investigate the May 13 shooting of an 
officer, allegedly by Ryan Pritel, 20, an employee of the Jolly Washer 
car wash in Sonoma. 

One of  the last wine companies to be 
granted a license to open a tasting room 
in Sonoma has pivoted – and plans instead 
to open a restaurant and specialty market 
on its Plaza site, albeit with a wine lounge 
and spirits tasting room tucked within.

New York City-based Palm Bay Inter-
national has submitted paperwork to the 
City of  Sonoma Planning Commission 
to open the Taub Family Outpost at the 
corner of  First Street West and West Napa 
Street.

The two-story white stucco building sits 
on a small 2,511-square-foot lot owned by 
Linda Detert. Prior to the Taub tenancy, 
the bottom story of  the building was occu-
pied by Sonoma Home and the top story 
was most recently the temporary home of  
the Index-Tribune.

Palm Bay is a third generation, fam-
ily-owned wines and spirits importer, 
founded by David S. Taub. The company 
launched its first California wine label 
under the Taub Family Vineyards name 
five years ago. 

The Taubs signed their lease in 2016 
and were initially planning to open a 
tasting room. They were exempted from 
the City’s current moratorium on new 

tasting rooms because their tasting room 
renovations were already in the works last 
year when the city council enacted the 
moratorium.

According to project manager Jar-
ed Clevenger, however, they have now 
changed their business concept. They are 
now seeking approval of  a use permit to 
operate a restaurant, wine lounge, pack-

aged goods market, spirits and cocktails 
tasting bar on the site. A total of  64 seats, 
including 26 on the first floor and 38 on the 
second floor are proposed.

“The Outpost aims to be a favorite local 
hub in downtown Sonoma, with some-
thing to offer everyone,” according to the 

Sonoma Overnight Support 
director Kathy King’s efforts to 
obtain county funding for its 
winter homeless shelter seem 
to have succeeded. 

And that funding may come 
in spite of  the county’s Com-
munity Development Commis-
sion’s insistence that the shelter 
is at odds with county, state and 
federal directives on providing 
services for the homeless.

The Commission had initially 
denied the winter shelter funds 
after SOS officials refused to 
adhere to county guidelines 
requiring shelters to adopt the 
“housing first” model, which 
stipulates the housing of  
homeless persons without them 
having to pass a drug screening.

But 1st District Supervisor 
Susan Gorin said this week 
that $30,000 in funding has been 
identified in the county budget 
for SOS to operate the winter 

New eatery wants to be Plaza ‘focal point’
New York company nixes 
tasting room; proposes 
late-night hot spot
By LORNA SHERIDAN
INDEX-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER

See Restaurant, A4

SOS winter 
shelter gets 
contested 
funding
$30K in one-time funds 
from county; will 
re-evaluate next year
By CHRISTIAN KALLEN
INDEX-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER

See Shelter, A5
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The proposed Taub Family Outpost at the corner of West Napa Street would be ‘open longer 
than its neighbors.’


