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Leveling the 
Prop. 13 
playing 
field

No law is more important 
to lifestyles in California 
than Proposition 13, the 

landmark 1978 law that limits 
property taxes to 1 percent of  
their 1975 values or 1 percent 
of  their latest sale prices, with 
only very small annual increas-
es.

Now homeowners, renters 
and business owners alike can 
rest assured it will be at least 
two more years before there’s 
any meaningful change in the 
40-year-old law, which passed 
with a 63 percent majority.

Proposition 13 is the reason 
senior citizens who have held 
onto their homes for decades 
can stay put if  they like, not 
worrying about taxes escalating 
right along with their property 
values. It’s one thing – maybe 
the only thing – keeping rents 
from rising to completely 
unaffordable levels. And it’s the 
main element keeping Cali-
fornia taxes from topping the 
national rankings.

Because of  those wide finan-
cial implications, Proposition 13 
may be a key to many elements 
of  life in California.

But there have always been 
two fundamental inequities 
built into this law: One is the 
fact that property taxes remain 
almost stable as long as an own-
er holds onto a home or piece of  
commercial property, changing 
only when that property is sold. 
This means newer buyers pay 
far higher taxes for nearly iden-
tical assets. The second is the 
requirement that residential 
and commercial properties be 
taxed at the same rates.

Advocates of  more funding 
for public schools and other 
local services have long con-
tended this second rule means 
Proposition 13 keeps businesses 
from paying their proper share 
of  those costs, even though 
business property tax revenue 
has risen at a similar pace to 
what’s levied on residences.

The idea of  a “split roll” 
taxing commercial property 
more than living quarters arose 
within less than two years of  
Proposition 13’s passage. But 
the idea never went anywhere 
much and there has been no 
vote on it outside obscure legis-
lative committees.

But a split roll initiative is 
circulating right now, with 
sponsors in the School and 
Communities First Coalition 
including the California League 
of  Women Voters. But that 
group has reportedly cut the fee 
it pays petition circulators for 
valid voter signatures from $3 

Move afoot to strip 
commercial property 
of residential tax 
protections
By THOMAS D. ELIAS

CALIFORNIA FOCUS

Shock  
corridor

“And if  the cloud bursts thunder in 
your ear – you shout, and no one seems to 
hear” – “Brain Damage,” Pink Floyd

 

Rod Cameron died “fighting for his 
life.” 

That’s how the 44-year-old 
Sonoma Valley resident’s passing was 
described in the obituary placed by his 
family in the April 10 edition of  the 
Index-Tribune.

Cameron died March 28 during an 
encounter with Sonoma County Sher-
iff’s deputies, who had been called just 
before 10 p.m. that night to the Sonoma 
Oaks mobile home park in response to 
several reports from park residents that 
a man outside was, “yelling, breaking 
glass and slamming into things,” accord-
ing to the Sheriff’s report. 

Rod Cameron was out of  control. 
When the first two deputies arrived 

at the scene, the 300-plus-pound Cam-
eron, who according to his family had 
long suffered from bipolar disorder, was 
naked and dripping with blood, having 
shattered several street lamps with his 
bare hands.

When he failed to comply with the offi-
cers’ commands, the situation escalated. 

According to the report: One of  the 
officers Tased him. Cameron fell to the 
ground and “barrel rolled” toward them. 
They Tased him again. He began beating 
his face and chest with his hands. Two 
more deputies arrived; Cameron was 
Tased a third time. Three more deputies 
arrived and he continued to resist. They 
cuffed him and tied restraints around 
his waist and ankles. Then Cameron 
went limp. When the deputies realized 
he’d stopped breathing they called para-
medics and performed CPR. But it was 
too late.

The troubled father of  three was 
pronounced dead that night at Sonoma 
Valley Hospital.

Cut to: 11 a.m., Mother’s Day, May 
13. Ryan Pritel is a 20-year-old Sonoma 
youth whose mental health disorders 
last year lead to a month’s custody in 
a Los Angeles health clinic after being 
deemed a danger to himself  and others. 

While most Sonoma families were pol-
ishing off their Mom’s Day eggs Floren-
tine, Ryan Pritel made an unscheduled 
appearance at his place of  employment, 
the Jolly Washer car wash on Highway 
12; he was acting strangely and flashed 
a weapon, said the car wash managers 
who called the police. Taking cover 

Valley residents surprised to 
learn county mobile crisis 
services only on the 101

By JASON WALSH

Violent, mentally disturbed 
clashes with the Sonoma 

police within weeks of each 
other weren’t the only things 

Cameron and Pritel  
had in common.

EDITORIAL

See Focus, A7

See Editorial, A7

Sonoma County Sheriff’s deputies secure 
the scene May 13 after Valley resident Ryan 
Pritel, 20, opened fire at the Jolly Washer 
car wash on Highway 12.

‘The business 
community will know 
the wolf is coming and 

will act accordingly.’
 — Joel Fox

REMEMBER WHEN

92 YEARS AGO
(From the Index-Tribune of Dec. 

26, 1925)
The Plaza Hotel, owned by Sam Sebas-

tiani, will reopen on Jan. 1, and will be 
conducted as a first class commercial, 
family hotel under the popular manage-
ment of  Mr. and Mrs. Harry Quartaroli. 
The Plaza is modern and up-to-date 
and is being entirely renovated for the 
opening. ... The regular Tuesday lunch 
of  the Kiwanis Club as held at the El 
Dorado Hotel and a pleasant time is re-
ported by all in attendance. Rev. Ingram 
of  Santa Rosa gave a very appropriate 

talk, his subject being the myth of  Santa 
Claus. ... The pre-Christmas week was 
a happy one for two members of  the 
Sonoma high school faculty, Wednes-
day and Thursday of  last week being 
the wedding days of  Lyle F. Campbell, 
musical instructor, and Henry Dyson, 
of  the farm mechanics department of  
the school. ... The domestic water supply 
of  Sonoma City, which was recently 
sold by the Gen. Vallejo heirs to a new 
company, was turned into real money. 
One of  the parties to the deal specified 
that gold coin of  the United States must 
be exchanged for the Lachryma Montis 

spring instead of  checks, paper or other 
collateral. As a consequence, $30,000 in 
real money was brought to Sonoma to 
close the deal. 

89 YEARS AGO
(From the Index-Tribune of Oct. 28, 

1928)
Oliver Brown, pioneer resident of Sono-

ma Valley, believes that the recent cold 
weather which we have been experiencing 
here is the coldest since 1888. Brown is an 
authority on Sonoma Valley’s early histo-
ry. ... At 7:30 o’clock Sunday evening, there 
will be a union service of the Protestant 
church of Sonoma, in the Congregation-
al church. A service appropriate to the 
passing of one year and the advent of the 
new year will be held. ... Mrs. Shepard and 
Mrs. Charmian London accompanied by 

Mr. and Mrs. Hunter, also of the London 
ranch, have returned from a trip to Holly-
wood and southern California where they 
were widely entertained. ... Sonoma Valley 
will give the traditional welcome to the 
New Year on Monday night. In addition 
to many private parties, there will be a 
number of fraternity affairs, the watch 
party of the Grange and other interesting 
gatherings. The largest party, of course, 
will be the annual welcome to the New 
Year a Sonoma Mission Inn, where 300 
reservations have been booked for the 
supper and all night dance and carnival. 
... Sonoma Valley is breaking into the 
auto show class. Friday, the Hudson-Es-
sex dealers of five counties gather at the 
Sonoma Mission Inn to inspect 10 new 
models of cars which will be displayed in 
the lobby, and to enjoy a banquet.

Plaza Hotel will reopen Jan. 1; Kiwanis  
club had a pleasant time at El Dorado Hotel

n PULSE OF THE PUBLIC n
Reality check 
for Sonoma: 
Cannabis is legal

EDITOR: I was at the farmers mar-
ket on Friday. I really love Sonoma, 
by the way. What a wonderful place! I 
was talking to a fellow, and I ought not 
to mention him by name, and we were 
talking about how Sonoma doesn’t have 
a cannabis dispensary. It seems that a 
lot of  people support medicinal cannabis 
use, but don’t actually want a dispensa-

ry. A dispensary is just like a pharmacy 
or any other business. The reality is that 
cannabis is legal now, even for recre-
ational use. If  Sonomans really want to 
purchase some, they can do that already. 
To opt not to allow a dispensary is to 
give away a lot of  tax dollars to Cotati or, 
soon, to Napa. If  crime or traffic were 
going to get worse, it already would have 
done so. It’s not. In places with dispen-
saries, crime goes down, as does opioid 
abuse. The only reason it was ever crimi-
nalized was because it competed with 
corporate profits. It’s true. That’s also 
why it stayed illegal for so long, because 
it competes with pharmaceuticals, alco-
hol and even tobacco. 

Jason Kishineff
American Canyon

You get what  
you paid for

EDITOR: I am always amazed by the 
“buyer’s remorse” expressed by voters 
who (apparently) fail to read or under-
stand the text of  measures they vote on.

The wording of  the 2016 Sonoma Valley 
Unified School District bond measure, 
Measure E, is still available online, as is 
the “impartial analysis” prepared by the 
office of  the Sonoma County Counsel:

“As required by state law Measure E 
prohibits using bond proceeds for teacher 
or administrator salaries…

“Money raised by the bond sales can 
only be used for the projects stated in the 
Bond Project list… Projects include… 
constructing outdoor learning and athlet-
ic facilities…”

Don’t think you can say it more clearly 
than that.

Stephen Hunt
Sonoma

Business is  
booming, at least  
it should be…

EDITOR: I’ve enjoyed reading Lorna 
Sheridan’s business reporting pieces 
in the Index-Tribune this past week 
(“A New Life for the Cooperage,” “New 
Eatery Wants to Be Plaza ‘Focal Point,’” 
May 22). It’s refreshing to see new 
possibilities for our town presented with 
context and based on fact. 

Many of  us who live here embrace the 
addition of  new businesses that we and 
our visitors will find engaging. Some 
of  us, a minority I believe, are against 
change in any form.

Thanks to your reporting, I hope those 
who are perennially against anything 
new might be able to broaden their 
horizons.

Nice work!

Sue Simon
Sonoma

To opt not to allow a 
dispensary is to give away a 

lot of tax dollars to Cotati or, 
soon, to Napa.

Don’t look so surprised school district 
voters... you knew you were buying outdoor 
athletic facilities as part of your Measure E 
shopping spree, says letter writer.

LETTERS TO 
THE EDITOR
Email letters to jason.walsh@sonomanews.
com.  All submissions must include full 
name, physical address and phone number 
for verification. Contact information is 
never published or shared. 
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