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according to a social media post. 
The status of its buildings in Calabasas is cur-

rently unknown.

 [10:44 p.m.]  There are unconfirmed reports 
of two bodies found in the Malibu burn area. 

“We haven’t been able to confirm there’s any 
deaths related to the fire,” LA County Sheriff ’s 
Department Detective More said. 

A representative with the Malibu/Lost Hills 
Sheriff’s Station was also unaware of any deaths.

As for the burn area, Malibu resident Mikke 
Pierson, who was fighting the flames with his son, 
Emmet, said Point Dume was in flames and that 
“most houses [were] on fire” at Wandermere Road.

California State Parks spokesperson Gloria 
Sandoval said “significant acreage has burned at 
Malibu Creek State Park, as well as some at Pt Mugu 
and Leo Carillo state parks. We are still assessing 
damage to structures.”

 [11:20 p.m.]  Two bodies have been found 
in the Malibu burn area, as confirmed by Lt. Nani 
Cholakians with the LA County Medical Examiner-
Coroner.

The deaths may be “possibly related to the fire,” 
she said in a phone call with The Malibu Times. 

“We can’t confirm any other information until 
the sheriff’s department is ready for us,” she said, 
referring to sending coroner’s personnel to the 
scene.

•••

 [SATURDAY, Nov. 10, 2:11 a.m.]  The LA 
County Sheriff’s Department Homicide Bureau is 
investigating two bodies, which were discovered at 

approx. 4:43 p.m.
A LASD alert confirmed the bodies were 

found in the 33000 block of Mulholland Highway. 
Homicide detectives will respond to the scene closer 
to sunrise due to hazards from the Woolsey Fire.

The deaths were first reported late last night, 
Nov. 9, when a spokesperson for the LA County 
Medical Examiner-Coroner confirmed the incident.

It is still not clear whether the deaths were 
caused by the fire.

 [4:56 a.m.]  Fire has reached Pepperdine’s 
Malibu campus, where about 3,500 students and 
staff are sheltering in place, according to statements 
made by Pepperdine University President Andrew 
K. Benton. 

As of 4:56 a.m., sheriff’s watch Sgt. Patton con-
firmed Pepperdine was remaining under a “shelter 
in place” strategy. Eyewitness videos posted online 
between 4:15 and 5 a.m. appeared to show helicop-
ters dropping water onto fires on campus.

Benton addressed a gathering of students shel-
tering in the Waves Cafe at around 11:40 p.m. 
Friday night, in a video released by a Pepperdine 
journalism student. In the statement, Benton 
described sheriff ’s deputies arriving on campus, 
“with instruction but without authority,” attempt-
ing to evacuate students—in a direct contradiction 
of Pepperdine’s shelter-in-place strategy. 

“We’re not getting good communication from 
central command,” Benton said, later adding, “I’m 
very irritated that [the] fire [department] did not 
anticipate this, did not get assets here, did not real-
ize we were going to have 3,500 people on this 
campus.” Benton told students the miscommunica-
tion with the fire department “frightened some of 
your brothers and sisters out onto the roadways and 

I don’t know where they are.”

 [5 p.m.]  “Our city was hit very, very hard. 
Our 21-mile city is under mandatory evacuation, 
and the reason for that is that it is mandatory. We 
lost dozens and dozens of homes, and it would have 
been a lot worse if it wasn’t for these wonderful first 
responders,” Malibu City Council Member Lou 
La Monte said during a press conference Saturday. 
“The wind is coming back tomorrow and manda-
tory evacuation means exactly that. So, please stay 
away from your homes until it is safe for you to go 
back.”

Information was slowly emerging Saturday, 
Nov. 10, about the state of Malibu’s neighborhoods 
and businesses following devastation due to the 
Woolsey Fire. There was reported five percent con-
tainment of the Woolsey Fire, with a burn area of at 
least 70,000 acres, by 5 p.m. Saturday, according to 
the LA County Fire Department.

Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Homicide Bureau 
officials were investigating two deaths that occurred 
during the fire. In an alert, LASD confirmed bod-
ies were found in the 33000 block of Mulholland 
Highway at approximately 4:43 p.m. Friday. It was 
not clear whether the deaths were a direct result of 
the fire and no further identification was made avail-
able.

By 4:30 p.m. Saturday, a full evacuation of 
Malibu and unincorporated areas around the city 
remained in effect. Pacific Coast Highway remained 
closed in both directions from Ventura County 
Line to Malibu’s eastern border, as hundreds of first 
responders worked to douse spot fires and workers 
from SCE began the task of cleaning up the downed 
power poles and lines throughout the city.

Winds died down during the day Saturday, but 

Santa Ana winds were expected to pick up, worsen-
ing fire danger into Sunday.

Over the course of the day Saturday, The Malibu 
Times was able to confirm a (partial) list of struc-
tures that survived the fire (as of 5 p.m.).

Several neighborhoods were hit very hard by 
the fire, which worked its way from Calabasas 
across Malibu Creek State Park and down many of 
Malibu’s western canyons. Especially noted was the 
Malibu Park neighborhood, which resident Rick 
Wallace said suffered losses of dozens of homes. Fire 
moved throughout the afternoon and well into the 
night Friday, taking out an unknown number of 
homes in the Malibu Park, Malibu West, Trancas, 
Kanan, Point Dume and Encinal neighborhoods, 
among others.

Pepperdine University—where students and 
faculty were instructed to shelter in place, per long-
established university protocol—survived the fire 
bearing down on it throughout the night, thanks to 
water drops from helicopters that went on through-
out the night and into the morning. There was con-
troversy overnight regarding the policy.

Malibu Times classifieds advertising director 
and office manager Teresa Gelbman was in Malibu 
Saturday and described the damage she saw.

“It’s smoky as hell out there,” Gelbman 
described on Saturday afternoon. “The power poles 
that I saw on PCH—some of them were burnt in 
half and the top part was hanging. Some of them 
were still burning, and I saw one by Zuma [Beach] 
that was listing over into the street, but it hadn’t 
fallen over.”

“From what I could see—because you can’t 
see a lot from PCH—you actually have to go 
up the streets to see them—just from what I 
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