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fire, as everyone was so busy and 
distracted.

2. Carry a notebook and 
write everything down—every-
one you speak to and everything 
they say, plus their contact infor-
mation.

3. Keep your cell phone and 
computer charged. Back up your 
computer and carry backup hard 
drives or discs in your car.  

4. Do not make any major 
decisions for at least a month.

5. Consider using an inde-

pendent insurance adjuster to 
represent you.

6. Start listing the contents 
of everything you lost. Room by 
room, drawer by drawer, cabi-
net by cabinet. Don’t forget the 
garage and garden—including 
plantings. You can add values 
later. Create a spreadsheet. If you 
haven’t yet mastered Excel, this 
is the time.

7. Take photos of all damage 
to property and cars before and 
after demolition/clearance.

8. Initiate replacement of 
important documents—insur-
ance, passports, birth certificates, 
important papers.

9. Organize—get together 
with your fire victim buddies/
neighbors, at least weekly. This 
will assure you have the clout you 
need for proper representation to 
approach the city, county, FEMA 
and your insurance carriers.

10. Get help, accept assis-
tance, don’t be proud—you need 
help, take it! Physical help, child-

care, animal care and counseling. 
This is a hugely traumatic time. 
Expect to be disoriented, angry, 
frustrated and exhausted. Make a 
list of what friends can do for you 
when they ask and be prepared to 
give assignments (childcare, cleri-
cal support, errands, shopping, 
etc.). They really want to be use-
ful and you need their help.

11. Get plenty of rest. Eat 
healthy. Limit smoking/drinking, 
if possible. Try not to go over-
board on comfort foods. You need 

to be strong, alert and healthy.
12. Rent a place of your own—

staying with friends and family 
is good for a short time, but you 
need your privacy and space even 
more than they do. Set up a desk 
and “business” area. You will now 
have a full-time job recovering. 
Get organized with all correspon-
dence, insurance papers and notes. 
Being able to put your hands on 
important papers/contact info, 
etc., as you need them is a great 
stress reliever.

13. Socialize. Take in a movie. 
Walk on the beach. Hang with 
others who are dealing with fire 
loss—your mutual support really 
helps.

14. You will get through this 
with your physical and mental 
health intact, although it will take 
some time and lots of energy.

15. Email us if you need help. 
You can call us at The Malibu 
Times office (310.456.5507) or 
send me an email to yorkgrp@
verizon.net.

Advice
From page A1

Ways to help
From page A1

Senator Henry Stern.
*Pepperdine Crisis Response 

(bit.ly/2B3Z7Al): Pepperdine 
University set up a crisis response 
fund to help support students 
and families in the wake of the 
Borderline Bar and Grill shoot-
ing and the Woolsey Fire. The 
money will go toward students, 
faculty and staff effected.

*American Red Cross (rdcrss.
org/2qKbFH5): Donate by 
visiting their website, calling 
1-800-REDCROSS or texting 
“CAWILDFIRES” to 90999 to 
make an automatic $10 dona-
tion. On social media, the 
American Red Cross Los Angeles 
region said, “Please avoid bring-
ing donated items like food and 
clothing to Red Cross shelters at 
this time.”

*United Way of Greater 
Los Angeles (bit.ly/2B5sd2a): 
The United Way of Greater 
Los Angeles partnered with the 
United Way of Ventura County 
to create a Disaster Relief Fund. 
You can donate online or text 
“UWVC” to 41444. To donate 

to Ventura County only, visit bit.
ly/2TfLBRg.

*California Fire Foundation 
(bit.ly/2PutB7x): The non-
profit foundation provides 
emergency short-term assis-
tance through its Supplying 
Aid to Victims of Emergency 
(SAVE) program.

*LA County Animal Care 
Foundation (bit.ly/2Pu2J7B): 
Through the Noah’s Legacy 
Fund, the foundation assists 
emergency response and disas-
ter relief efforts to help rescue 
animals from the fires. Donate 
online and specify the Noah’s 
Legacy Fund, or mail the foun-
dation to P.O. Box 100515, 
Pasadena, CA 91189-0515.

*GoFundMe: GoFundMe has 
compiled lists of campaigns relat-
ed to fires in sections. To donate 
to the Southern California fire 
campaigns, visit bit.ly/2PYEJsz. 
To donate to first responders’ 
campaigns, visit bit.ly/2T9n7Je. 
To donate to animals impacted by 
the fires, visit bit.ly/2qKW0Yb.

Goods donations
*Conejo Valley Veterinary 

Hospital (bit.ly/2PstPfk): The 
hospital is gathering donations 
and making deliveries to the 
Humane Society of Ventura 
County and Ventura County 
Animal Services. People can 
drop off basic medical supplies 
for horses (any type of dress-
ings for lacerations/burns), 
blankets, sheets, towels, liquid 
laundry detergent, gallon-size 
freezer Ziplock bags, puppy 
pads and cat/dog food to 3580 
Willow Lane, Thousand Oaks, 
CA 91361. Their phone num-
ber is 805.495.4871. It is open 
24/7.

*Animal care: Kennels and 
crates are needed at the Red 
Cross sheltering sites for fami-
lies who evacuated with ani-
mals, according to the Agoura 
Animal Care Center. They can 
be delivered to LA County, 
Third Council District Council 
Member Bob Blumenfield’s 
office at 19040 Vanowen St. 
Reseda, CA 91335.

Service
*Airbnb (bit.ly/2DDoPhk): 

More than 1,200 Airbnb hosts 
are opening their homes to evac-
uees as well as relief workers sent 
to help combat the fires. The ser-
vice is free, and is open through 
Nov. 29. 

*Red Cross volunteer (rdcrss.
org/2QDNJjR): Trained Red 
Cross volunteers are staffing shel-
ters and supporting residents, 
according to the Los Angeles 
region branch. Click the link for 
more information on how to vol-
unteer.

*Disaster relief clinic (bit.
ly/2KaSZt6): The Pepperdine 
School of Law Clinical Education 
Program launched a disaster relief 
clinic to provide “limited-scope, 
pro bono legal services to peo-
ple and communities harmed by 
wildfires in Southern California in 
2018,” according to the school’s 
website. The work includes com-
munity education, counsel, refer-
ral services and more. It will also 
provide help with FEMA applica-
tions and insurance coverage. To 

volunteer or apply for the service, 
visit the website.

*Adopt a pet: The LA County 
Department of Animal Care & 
Control encourages people to go 
to their closest animal care cen-
ter and adopt to create space for 
evacuated animals from the ongo-
ing fires.

Animal help
Wild birds may be found on 

roads and at the beach, per wild-
life experts.

“If anyone finds a wild bird, 
and it is fairly easy to capture, the 
bird should be placed in a card-
board box with a towel on the 
bottom and plenty of air holes. 
They should be kept dark, quiet 
and undisturbed—don’t keep 
peeking at them—the stress could 
put them over the edge, and do 
not attempt to give food or water. 
Just get them to an expert without 
delay,” California Wildlife Center 
founder Rebecca Dmytryk said.

To find the nearest wildlife 
rescuer, download the free app 
“WildHelp.” Wildlife Emergency 

Services is available to coordi-
nate rescue and transfer; call at 
831.498.9453. To help resolve 
conflict with any sort of wildlife, 
contact Humane Wildlife Control 
at 855.548.6263.
*Birds:
Wildlife Care of Southern 

California—805.581.3911 or 
805.428.7105

Camarillo Wildlife 
Rehabilitation—805.482.4127 
or 805.482.4127

Ojai Raptor 
Center—805.649.6884

South Bay Wildlife Rehab—
310.378.9921

*Crows and Raven: 
Wildlife Care of Southern 

California—805.581.3911 or 
805.428.7105

*Hummingbirds:
Ventura Hummingbird 

Rescue—805.320.2438
*Songbirds, doves, etc.:
South Bay Wildlife Rehab—

310.378.9921
*Aquatic or marine birds:
International Bird 

Rescue—310.514.2573

Woolsey Fire
From page A11

could see from the street, it looked pretty bad. 
It looks pretty bad,” Gelbman described. “It 
looked like—I don’t even know. It just looks 
bad. I haven’t seen anything like it in a really 
long time, that’s for sure. Usually, you get like 
one, or two, or three [homes burned], but 
to have whole blocks of houses wiped out, or 
neighborhoods gone—I wasn’t here for the La 
Costa fire, but it’s kind of reminiscent of that, 
I think.”

Gelbman also had a chance to speak to some of 
the firefighters still on scene.

“The fire guys that I talked to—they said it was 
overwhelming,” Gelbman said. “They had so many 
things happening all at once.”

 [5:58 p.m.]  LASD confirmed the two bodies 
discovered on Friday, Nov. 9, “were found severely 
burned inside of a stopped vehicle located in a long 
narrow driveway.”

As previously stated, the incident took place in 
the 33000 block of Mulholland Highway, around 
4:43 p.m.

 [8:28 p.m.]  The Ventura County Fire 
Department announced mandatory evacuations 
were lifted for certain areas of Simi Valley, Thousand 
Oaks, Long Canyon, Wood Ranch, Bridal Path and 
Erbes Road at 8:27 p.m. Saturday.

Evacuations have NOT been lifted for the 
Malibu area. 

Caltrans confirmed the 101 Freeway is still 
closed in both directions, from Reyes Adobe 
Road to Valley Circle Boulevard. Topanga Canyon 
Boulevard is closed from Mulholland Drive 
to PCH. Westbound PCH is closed at Sunset 
Boulevard, while eastbound PCH is closed at Las 
Posas Road. 

 [8:59 p.m.]  The Woolsey Fire has grown 
to 83,275 acres, with five percent containment, 
according to CAL FIRE. 

The state department expects to have the fire 
contained by Thursday, Nov. 15, per an incident 
update generated at 7 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 10. 

It is classified as a vegetation fire, though the 
exact cause has not yet been determined.

As of now, 177 structures have been destroyed 
by the fire, and another two damaged; 57,000 
structures are threatened.

•••

 [SUNDAY, Nov. 11, 5:45 a.m.]  On Sunday, 
the mandatory evacuation order for all of Malibu 
remained in effect. Much of the city was without 
electricity, internet, cell service and access to water. 
Pacific Coast Highway remained closed in both 
directions between Pleasant Valley Road in Oxnard 
and Sunset Boulevard in Los Angeles. Threats 
remained to life and structures.

Santa Ana winds, which calmed Saturday, 
picked up Sunday morning, increasing the risk the 
Woolsey and Hill fires could continue to spread 

beyond their current footprints. 
State Senator Henry Stern’s office announced 

the senator will hold a community meeting on 
Sunday evening at 5 p.m. at Taft High School, 
which has been functioning as an evacuation center 
for fire victims. It is located at 5461 Winnetka Ave., 
Woodland Hills.

“Senator Stern, who represents the communi-
ties affected by the fires, is convening this discus-
sion to give residents the chance to ask questions 
and learn directly from the officials managing the 
response to the Woolsey and Hill Fires,” according 
to a press release.

The City of Malibu cancelled all community 
events on its calendar for Sunday—and likely for 
the near future. That includes cancellation of the 
annual Veterans Day Ceremony, which was set to 
take place Sunday morning at Malibu City Hall. 

 [TUESDAY, Nov. 13, 6:24 p.m.]  The LA 
County Fire Department, LA County Sheriff ’s 
and City of Malibu are hosting a Malibu Evacuee 
Update Tuesday, Nov. 13, at 7 p.m. at Santa 
Monica High School’s Barnum Hall.

The meeting will provide “the most up-to-date 
information about the Woolsey Fire in Malibu,” 
and all Malibu evacuees are invited to attend. Free 
parking will be available at the Santa Monica Civic 
Center parking facilities, 330 Olympic Drive, Santa 
Monica.

Those unable to attend may watch a live stream 
of the meeting.

The meeting will include comments from 
Los Angeles County Fire Department, California 
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 
(CalFire), Los Angeles County Sheriff Department 
(LASD), major utilities, City of Malibu, state and 
local elected officials, according to information 
provided by the city.

Some of those evacuated from the Woolsey Fire 
attended a community meeting held at Taft High 
School (hosted by State Senator Henry Stern) on 
Sunday. That meeting became tense after Malibu 
residents questioned the validity of Pepperdine’s 
Shelter-In-Place policy, and demanded more infor-
mation on the status of their homes.

 [WEDNESDAY, Nov. 14, 9:38 a.m.]  A 
third body has been found in the burn area of the 
Woolsey Fire.

The remains were found in the 32000 block of 
Lobo Canyon Road in Agoura Hills and remained 
unidentified as of Wednesday morning, as investi-
gators from the LA County coroner’s office were 
en route to the scene.

Sheriff’s and coroner’s officials could not con-
firm if the fatality was a victim of the fire, which 
burned through parts of eastern Ventura and 
northern Los Angeles counties on Thursday and 
Friday of last week. If the victim was found to have 
died in the fire, that would raise the Woolsey Fire’s 
death toll to three. 

As of Wednesday, the Woolsey Fire had burned 
97,620 and destroyed an estimated 483 structures.
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