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only in very limited areas of the county, those 
that are designated for “Open Space Rec-
reational.” A motion by Supervisor Richard 
Forester that would have allowed event cen-
ters with use permits in all R1-A districts was 
withdrawn after failing to get a second, as 
the other Supervisors expressed concerns that 
the change would allow large-scale events in 
residential areas all across the county. During 
the public hearing, the supervisors heard a 
series of speakers that praised The Hideout 

as a special location and source of local jobs 
in the food and entertainment industry, and 
who urged the supervisors to fi nd a way to 
allow them to continue in place. The Hideout 
will be allowed to continue to operate while 
the County prepares its new ordinance, which 
staff  estimated would take 90 days.

In other business, the supervisor’s heard a 
report on continued eff orts to remove trees 
killed by bark beetle in the county. Contact-
ing property owners to receive permission to 
remove trees remains, the project’s biggest 
obstacles and offi  cials continue to urge prop-
erty owners to contact the county if they have 

dead trees near roads that could be eligible for 
the program. 

The supervisors also heard a report from the 
Amador County Fuels Reduction Collaborative 
on plans for wildfi re protection, with the plan 
calling for a massive new fi rebreak to be cre-
ated in the Amador Upcountry.

The Supervisors passed a resolution marking 
May as Mental Health Awareness Month as 
well.

Editor’s Note: The reporter’s father, Bruce Barac-
co, serves as a consultant for the Hideout at Kirk-
wood and did address the Board of Supervisors on 
their behalf.
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Every 15 Minutes - A Community That Cares About Its Kids

It’s the kind of text message 
we never want to wake up to, the 
kind of buzzing of the phone on 
our desks we don’t want to hear. 
We get a lot of fl ack from people 
online and sometimes over the 
phone about traffi  c accident cov-
erage; that we covered it, that we 
didn’t and everything in between. 
But, the truth of the matter is, that 
despite the fact that our business 
trades on sensationalism, murder 
and mayhem, there is nothing we’d 
like more than to have no bad news 
to print. There’s nothing that has 
broken my heart quite as much in 
the past two and a half years with 
the Ledger Dispatch than getting 
a call or a text from our photog-
rapher/reporter Bill Lavallie that 
we have an accident with major 
injuries, or worse, a possible fatal-
ity. And we’ve had a lot. Last year, 
over the course of just a couple of 
weeks, we lost several locals to 
car accidents, including one young 
man who had recently graduated 
from Argonaut. We also had sev-
eral wrecks that yielded severe and 
life-altering injuries. We’ve lost 
adults, teens and children. 

Of course, no matter how safely 

we drive or how safe our roadways 
and cars are, some accidents just 
happen. But, some accidents can 
certainly be prevented. Whether its 
with big actions like the cities or 
county improving the safety of an 
intersection, or with little things 
like remembering to buckle up, we 
can always do better. And, anything 
we can do to put ourselves out of 
the business of bad news sounds 
good to me.

That’s where the Every 15 Min-
utes program comes into play. It’s 
been done sporadically in Amador 
County in the past, but usually on a 
small, single-school scale.

That all changed this week, when 
the culmination of much work and 
planning came to fruition as all 
three schools participated in the 
two-day drunk driving awareness 
event. 

The planning for the event began 
months ago and was no small feat. 
A group consisting of law enforce-
ment agencies and fi rst respond-
ers, social workers, school offi  cials 
business people and more came 
together to make it happen. 

It was evident at our fi nal plan-
ning meeting last week how many 
community members wanted to see 
our students have the opportunity 
to participate in such a meaningful 
event. There must have been close 

to 30 people sitting at the table, 
and that was just the organizers. 
Costing more than $40,000 and 
funded entirely with donations, 
local businesses, organization and 
individuals made fi nancial contri-
butions to make the event possible.

And what an event it was. 
On Monday, the fi rst day con-

sisted of a realistic car crash sim-
ulation on Amador’s football fi eld. 
Local law enforcement was able 
to fi nd two vehicles that had been 
damaged in a head-on wreck to 
use for the simulation. Five stu-
dents, two from Amador, two from 
Argonaut and one from Indepen-
dence, were placed in the vehicles, 
wearing realistic bloody car crash 
special eff ects makeup. A team of 
six makeup artists did an incred-
ible job making the students look 
terrifyingly injured. Then, fi rst 
responders and law enforcement 
offi  cers treated the incident like a 
real crash, calling for responders 
on the radio, evaluating the crash 
victims, performing CPR and pro-
viding medical attention, and even 
using the jaws of life to extricate 
two victims from their car. At the 
end of the simulation, one student 
is “dead,” one life-fl ighted, two 
taken by ambulance, and one, the 
driver, who failed her fi eld sobriety 
test, arrested and taken away in the 

back of a police cruiser. All this was 
demonstration, not just in front 
of one school’s worth of students, 
but all three high schools, in their 
entirety. 

Throughout day one of Every 15 
Minutes, a person dressed as the 
grim reaper, in this case a few very 
tall community members, went to a 
classroom and removed a student. 
These students were meant to rep-
resent those lost in alcohol related 
collisions. All of the students who 

By Caitlyn Schaap
Ledger Dispatch

See Every 15, Page C10

LEDGER/Caitlyn Schaap

A makeup artist helps prepare a car 
crash victim. All of the talented make-
up artist were volunteers.


