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In major shift, 
library to seek 
taxpayer money 
for expansion

By MATTHEW HOSE
mhose@thearknewspaper.com
———

Proponents of the Belvedere-Ti-
buron Library expansion are plan-
ning to ask Tiburon and Belvedere 
to give taxpayer dollars to acceler-
ate construction — a major policy 
shift after library offi  cials made re-
peated assurances before and since 
the plans were approved in 2012 that 
the expansion would be privately 
funded.

Representatives from the Belve-
dere-Tiburon Library Agency un-
veiled their plans for a new fi nancial 
structure to fund the 15,725-foot 
expansion at a presentation to the 

Belvedere City Council March 12, 
even though there was no discussion 
item on the council’s agenda and the 
Library Agency board had not yet 
deliberated on it at a meeting of its 
own.

“We want to see everybody in the 
community put some skin in the 
game,” Jeff  Foran, the chair of the 
Library Agency board of trustees, 
said in an interview.

Foran did not present any specifi c 
numbers on the amount the agency 
would request, saying offi  cials want-
ed to wait until the agency’s March 
19 meeting — after The Ark’s press 
deadline — to discuss a fi gure. 

But in several letters to the Bel-
vedere council ahead of its meet-
ing, community members accused 
the Library Agency of betraying its 

Del Mar and Redwood kids 
stand against gun violence
But Del Mar students say administrators co-opted event, cut it short

national school walkout

By JEFF DEMPSEY
jdempsey@thearknewspaper.com
———

Hundreds of Tiburon Peninsula 
students left class at 10 a.m. March 
14 as part of the National School 
Walkout, joining tens of thousands 
around the U.S. in demanding action 
on gun violence after the Valentine’s 
Day slaying of 17 students at Mar-
jory Stoneman Douglas High School 
in Parklan d, Fla.

But at Del Mar Middle School, 
some students were upset with the 
administration’s changes to the stu-
dent-organized event, accusing offi  -
cials of co-opting and softening the 
protest as they moved it indoors and 
cut it short.

Despite the rain, thousands of 
students across the Bay Area par-
ticipated outdoors in a public, vis-

ible show of unity — including at 
Redwood High School in Larkspur 
— while students across the East 
Coast including Vermont and Maine 
braved freezing temperatures and 

MATTHEW HOSE / THE ARK

Hundreds of Redwood High School students raise their hands when asked by a student speaker whether the school 
needs more transparency in its safety procedures. The high-schoolers braved the rain at 10 a.m. March 14 as part 
of the National School Walkout to demand action on gun violence, spurred by the slaying of 17 students at Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Fla., on Valentine’s Day. The nationwide walkouts were scheduled to last 
17 minutes, one minute to honor each of the victims.

Summer Sun (front) and her 
Del Mar Middle School class-
mates gathered in the gym 
March 14 in a demonstration 
against gun violence and to 
honor the 17 students killed 
Feb. 14 in Florida.
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See WALKOUT, PAGE 20

———
See LIBRARY, PAGE 23

Offi cials claim there was 
no promise fi nancing 
would be entirely private

By EMILY LAVIN
elavin@thearknewspaper.com
———

After two failed ballot measures 
to publicly fi nance the Strawberry 
Recreation District’s planned com-
munity center, a nonprofi t created to 
help fi nd private donors has kicked 
off  its fundraising eff orts. 

The Strawberry Recreation and 
Parks Foundation launched its web-
site the weekend of March 10 and is 
now soliciting donations from the 
public. 

Established to help the district fi -
nance capital-improvement projects, 

its immediate goal is to help raise 
money for a new facility to replace 
the now-demolished pool house on its 
property at 118 E. Strawberry Drive. 

The district knocked down the 
1,100-square-foot 1960s-era pool 
house in November. It wants to re-
place it with a 4,700-square-foot, 
two-story facility that would include 
a 1,500-square-foot sun deck, out-
door showers, locker rooms, a family 
changing area and a courtyard, as 
well as meeting rooms and a kitchen 
and snack bar. 

Nonprofi t launches to fundraise for 
new Strawberry community center

———
See NONPROFIT, PAGE 31
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COUNTY BACKS LIST OF 
BIKE-WALK PROJECTS  
Six projects in Strawberry and along Tiburon 
Boulevard are in the update to Marin’s master 
plan — but none have funding so far.
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FARMERS MARKET TO 
RETURN FOR THIRD YEAR
The market earned a tentative $20,000 
funding commitment from Tiburon, but with a 
shorter season and booth realignment.

Page 5
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promise to rely only on private donations raised by the Bel-
vedere-Tiburon Library Foundation and not on public funds. 

Signifi cant community discussion leading up to and after 
the expansion’s approval — including dozens of letters to 
The Ark — revolved around the funding source, fear of bal-
looning future costs and concern taxpayers would be forced 
to foot a portion of the bill, on top of concerns about the size 
of the expansion itself.

“Now … it appears that this is a promise that is proposed 
to be broken,” wrote San Rafael Avenue resident Nate Lane.

Those letters came in response to Library Director Debo-
rah Mazzolini’s March 6 email blast, circulated within the 
community — and to Library Agency board members — 
that indicated the agency would seek $500,000 from Belve-
dere and asked residents to turn out at the council meeting 
and write letters in support, as well as to forward the email 
to other residents and groups to encourage the same. 

In an interview after the meeting, Mazzolini disavowed 
the fi gure to be requested, saying she didn’t know where it 
came from. 

However, Belvedere Mayor Marty Winter said in an inter-
view that it was his idea to have the city kick in that amount 
for the project, spread over a period of fi ve years. 

“We’re asking the public wherever they are to join us in 
getting this library built, and we’re very excited about it, and 
it’s going to happen one way or another,” Winter said.

It remained unclear at press time how Mazzolini learned 
of Winter’s proposed fi gure and who directed her to send the 
email to the board and to community members.

The controversial expansion of the existing 10,500-square-
foot library to a total of 26,225 square feet calls for a two-
story attached addition to be built in what is now the library 
and Tiburon Town Hall parking lot. The Library Agency, 
a public government entity, oversees day-to-day operations 
and is separate from the Library Foundation, the private 
nonprofi t that acts as the main fundraising arm of the li-
brary.

The proposal to ask for public funding comes on the heels 
of the Library Agency obtaining a $4 million loan to make 
up the diff erence between the nearly $14 million they’ve 
raised in private donations and the estimated $18 million 
cost of the project.

That fi gure ballooned due to rising construction costs 
from an estimated $12 million to $15 million when the ex-
pansion was approved six years ago.

Foran said in an interview that library offi  cials were try-
ing to expedite the process so they can break ground as 
soon as possible, as costs are expected to continue to rise if 
the project continues to be delayed.

“We’re just getting worried that construction prices could 
cause us some real challenges to get enough money to build 
(the) building,” Foran said.

‘There are no plans to use public funds’
Several who attended the Belvedere council meeting and 

wrote letters balked at the idea of the city giving money to 
the project. 

“If the library expansion will include city money, there 
should be a re-evaluation of the scale of the project, includ-
ing input from Belvedere residents,” wrote Cove Road resi-
dents John and Juli Tantum in a letter.

Foran disputed any promise was broken, saying the origi-
nal promise was that the library wouldn’t put a new tax base 
on the cities, not that it wouldn’t try to get some “existing 
revenue fl ows” within the city governments’ budgets for the 
project. 

“(It) was said then, I say it again today: No new taxes, no 
levies, no special appropriations,” Foran said at the meeting.

However, that statement does not mesh with what the 
seven then-members of the Library Agency wrote to the 
community in a letter to The Ark published in October 2011, 
just before a major Town Council hearing on the expansion 
project.

“The nonprofi t Belvedere-Tiburon Library Foundation in-
tends to fund this entirely through private donations,” they 
wrote. “There are no plans to use public funds.”

Ric Postle of Tiburon is the only 2011 member who still 
sits on the agency board. In an interview, he said he couldn’t 
remember what the library promised regarding fi nancing 
before the project was approved; when pressed, he declined 

further comment.
Belvedere resident Bill Rothman, speaking at the council 

meeting, also pointed to a July 2012 publication of the li-
brary’s newsletter, “In the Stacks,” which states: “All costs 
are expected to be paid by the Library Foundation from pri-
vate donations, with no cost to taxpayers.”

Rothman said the willingness of residents to allow for the 
expansion was prefaced on the assumption there would be 
no tax money used at all, including the money in the city’s 
coff ers.

“The money that Belvedere has … doesn’t come out of the 
sky,” he said. “It comes from taxes.”

Sunshine law issues with 
‘informal conversations’

Several people also wrote letters to the council in sup-
port of the expansion; however, a vast majority of those 
were members of the Library Agency board, the foundation 
board or their spouses, or they were residents of Tiburon.

Like the letters opposing the proposal, those in favor also 
started trickling in shortly after Mazzolini sent her email 
blast. 

That email and the Library Agency presentation raised 
a number of potential issues with the Ralph M. Brown Act, 
California’s open-meetings laws. 

First, the Belvedere council was only scheduled to hear 
a presentation from the Library Foundation about expan-
sion eff orts, with no item on the agenda about the Library 
Agency, a separate entity, discussing its fi nancial struc-
ture or requesting funding. After Foran spoke on behalf 
of the agency and sought direction from the council, The 
Ark was forced to call a point of order and warn the coun-
cil it could not proceed with discussion without potentially 
violating state law, a position shared at the meeting by 
Belvedere’s deputy city attorney. The council held no fur-
ther discussion and took no action based on the Library 
Agency’s presentation.

Additionally, Mazzolini’s email indicated the Library 
Agency as a whole had taken a major policy position and 
would be asking for money from the cities — despite the 
fact the agency board had yet to hold a public meeting to 
deliberate on that matter. 

Foran told councilmembers the idea had mostly been dis-
cussed within a small working group of the board — but in 
an interview, he said members of the larger agency board 
also had “informal conversations” that asking for money 
from the cities “looks like a good idea to us,” but he dis-
missed those talks as “chitter-chatter.”

It was unclear how many on the seven-member board took 
part in those discussions outside the three-member subcom-
mittee.

Board member Bill Smith of Belvedere — one of three for-
mer mayors on the board, including subcommittee members 
Tom Gram of Tiburon and Tom Cromwell of Belvedere — 
declined to speak on the record about such discussions. 

Postle said he wasn’t part of any discussions outside of 
board meetings. 

Several other members did not respond to requests seek-
ing comment.

Under state law, boards like the Library Agency’s must 
hold properly noticed public meetings to “hear, discuss, 
deliberate or take action” on any item within their subject-
matter jurisdiction, with a majority of them together at the 
same time and place. The public has the right to attend these 
meetings and to add to the discussion via public comments 
and letters.

The Ark has submitted a California Public Records Act 
request to the Library Agency board asking for all commu-
nications about the expansion and its funding since fall 2017; 
the agency was still within its 10-day window to respond to 
that request by The Ark’s press deadline.

Foran separately said giving the presentation was per-
haps premature for what the agency wanted to do, because 
the full board hadn’t yet deliberated on the idea of asking 
Tiburon and Belvedere for money for the project.

But he said Winter, the Belvedere mayor, had asked them 
to come give a presentation on the status of the expansion 
project, which is why they gave the presentation at the time 
they did — despite the item not being on the Belvedere coun-
cil agenda.

Library, continued from page 1
———

———
See LIBRARY, PAGE 24
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Legal Notices LEGAL NOTICE ADVERTISING RATES
Fictitious business name statements are $65 for one business and one registrant, $5 each additional name, for four weeks; 

name changes are $120. Trustee sales start at $170. The deadline for the next issue is 10 a.m. Thursday. 

Call 415-435-2652 or email legals@thearknewspaper.com for additional pricing and to place your notice today!

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
NO. 2018143893

Notice: This statement expires on 
2/5/2023. A new FBN statement 

must be filed no more than 40 days 
from expiration. 

The following person is doing busi-
ness as:

CULTURE FOR CARE
550 NICASIO VALLEY ROAD
NICASIO, CA 94946
SURYA KRAMER
550 NICASIO VALLEY ROAD
NICASIO, CA 94946
This business is conducted by an 

individual
/s/ Surya Kramer
P.O. Box 98
Fairfax, CA 94978

FILED: February 5, 2018
Richard N. Benson
Marin County Clerk
By:L. Vawter, Deputy

Ark Legal 2972 February 28, 
March 7, 14, 21, 2018

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
NO. 2018143881

Notice: This statement expires on 
2/1/2023. A new FBN statement 

must be filed no more than 40 days 
from expiration. 

The following person is doing busi-
ness as:

BEANCOUNTESS
8 STETSON AVE. #1
KENTFIELD, CA 94904
ANDYA REUTERDAHL

8 STETSON AVE. #1
KENTFIELD, CA 94904
This business is conducted by an 

individual
/s/ Andya Reuterdahl
P.O. Box 804
Mill Valley, CA 94942
FILED: February 1, 2018
Richard N. Benson
Marin County Clerk
By:J. Mannion, Deputy

Ark Legal 2975 March 7, 14, 21, 
28, 2018

PUBLIC NOTICE
CHANGE OF DATE OF REGULAR 

MEETING OF THE BOARD OF THE 
TIBURON FIRE PROTECTION DIS-

TRICT

The regularly scheduled Meeting of 
the Board of Directors of the Tiburon 
Fire Protection District scheduled 
for Wednesday, April 11, 2018 has 
been changed to April 4, 2018, at 
6:30 p.m. at the District headquar-
ters station located at 1679 Tiburon 
Boulevard, Tiburon, California.
Ark Legal 2976 March 7, 21, 2018

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
NO. 2018144102

Notice: This statement expires on 
3/2/2023. A new FBN statement 

must be filed no more than 40 days 
from expiration. 

The following person is doing busi-
ness as:

WATARU SUSHI

41 MAIN ST
TIBURON, CA 94920
TANOSHI SUSHI
41 MAIN ST
TIBURON, CA 94920
This business is conducted by a 

corporation
/s/ Mei Hua Chen
41 Main St.
Tiburon, CA 94920
FILED: March 2, 2018
Richard N. Benson
Marin County Clerk
By:C. Sanchez, Deputy

Ark Legal 2977 March 14, 21, 28, 
April 4, 2018

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF MARIN

NO. CIV1704556
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR 

CHANGE OF NAME
PETITION OF LACEY ROSE 

SLATTERY
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS: 

1. Petitioner LACEY ROSE SLATTERY 
filed a petition with this court for 
a decree changing names as fol-
lows: Present name LACEY ROSE 
SLATTERY to  LACEY ROSE LONGO.
THE COURT ORDERS that all per-
sons interested in this matter appear 
before this court at the hearing indi-
cated below to show cause, if any, 
why the petition for change of name 
should not be granted. Any per-

———
See LEGALS, PAGE 28

Fundraising, a loan and the public sector
At the council presentation, Foran — the third member of the 

Library Agency executive committee with Gram and  Crom-
well — unveiled a fi nancial structure he referred to as three 
tranches of potential funding sources for the library expansion. 

Those included the fundraising by the Library Founda-
tion, the $4 million bridge loan the library took out earlier 
this year and, now, the “public sector,” to include the poten-
tial contributions from the city and the town along with a 
contribution from the Library Agency itself.

Foran said the Library Agency in October set aside $1 
million in agency reserves for the expansion.

In previous interviews, Foran said a big reason why the li-
brary took out the $4 million loan is because it needs to demon-
strate to Tiburon 100 percent of the library-expansion fi nancing 
is in place before the town will deed over the town-owned land 
behind the existing library building at 1501 Tiburon Blvd. 

Barry Moss, the treasurer for the Library Foundation, said 
the foundation felt it was important to talk with Tiburon and 
Belvedere to see if they could give toward the project so the 
library could avoid as much as possible dipping into the $4 

million line of credit and thus incurring fees.
Lane, the San Rafael Avenue resident whose letter object-

ed to public fi nancing, said the request for money from the 
towns was particularly inappropriate given the library has 
been doing a “private and some might say even secret” fun-
draising campaign for the past several years — known as a 
“quiet phase” of fundraising — with no open, public attempt 
at raising additional money.

“If those who favor the expansion in its present form be-
lieve that there’s this strong support from the community 
for the library, then the community will fund it, and there’s 
no need whatsoever to come to the city or even to the town 
of Tiburon for further support,” he said at the presentation.

Moss, the Library Foundation treasurer, said the founda-
tion would likely be entering into the  public phase of fund-
raising soon, but he said it made sense to ask for the city and 
town to give a “responsible” amount as well.

Can Belvedere afford it?
Winter, the Belvedere mayor, said in an interview the li-

brary was an integral part of both cities, and he wanted to 
see greater community involvement in the project.

“I think that ultimately we, as a library community, are 
asking Belvedere, the greater community, to participate in 
some small way in the undertaking of the expansion,” he 

said. “We’ve largely as a community already got this done.”
As to whether those contributions should be a community-

led eff ort, as Lane suggested, rather than a top-down approach 
with an allocation from the council, Winter said: “You’re wel-
come to do it, go for it, but this is what we’re doing.”

But Justin Faggioli, a member of the city’s fi nance com-
mittee, former mayor and former member of the Library 
Agency board of trustees, said the city needs to look at the 
request in the big picture of its fi nances. He said the city 
needs to factor in a potential multimillion-dollar project to 
raise the fl ood protections in the city, an attempt to further 
fund the city’s pension liabilities and a way to deal with the 
anchor-outs on Richardson Bay.

“It’s just really trying to put this request within the con-
text of the city’s fi nancial capabilities,” he said.

In an interview, City Councilmember Bob McCaskill said 
he felt Faggioli made a “very valid point” about the city’s 
fi nances.

“We’ve got huge, huge costs coming up with respect to 
fl ood protection,” McCaskill said.

Reporter Matthew Hose covers the city of Belvedere, as well 
as crime, courts and public safety issues on the Tiburon 
Peninsula. Reach him at 415-944-4627 and on Twitter at 
@matt_hose.

Library, continued from page 23
———

will create a more sustainable fl ow of customers.”
Chanis and Smith are members of the informal committee 

that meets frequently to assess the operation and develop 
suggestions for improvements. They came to the consensus 
that the market should continue about two weeks ago.

The group also includes Mayor Jim Fraser; town adminis-
tration assistant Patti Pickett; Tiburon Peninsula Chamber 
of Commerce board President Steve Sears, the former owner 
of Sam’s Anchor Cafe; and Melanie Haddad, the chamber’s 
executive director. 

In a survey of merchants conducted last fall after the fi nal 
market of the season, the chamber found that most down-
town Tiburon business owners don’t think the market is 
helping to drive customers to their doors.

“Most did not feel it benefi ted their businesses directly, 
while others didn’t like having the market there,” Haddad 
said, adding that about half of businesses felt the market 
should continue anyway because they feel it’s good for the 
community.

Optician Karen Glader at Enlightened Optometry at 46 
Main St., said she and optometrist-owner Celia Futch want 
to see the market continue but that they had some serious 
issues with the current operation. Complaints included the 
layout of the vendors’ booths and the decibel level of the gen-
erator that powered the infl atable bounce house, which sat 
outside their front door for two hours every Thursday.

Futch’s concerns prompted her to take an informal survey 
of residents on the Nextdoor.com neighborhood website ear-
lier this year, which prompted nearly three dozen comments.

Glader said she hears complaints from people that it’s 
hard to park, but she thinks that’s a misperception. 

“There is lots of parking,” she said. “People might have to 
pay for it, but it’s not that expensive. The town could help by 

publicizing where to park.”
For instance, she said, parking at the Main Street Parking 

Lot is free for up to 20 minutes and just $2 for 20-40 minutes, 
enough time to shop for produce and leave. 

“People spend more than twice that for a latte,” she said.
Mark Carlson, the manager at the Pedego electric-bikes 

store at Main Street and Tiburon Boulevard, said he was 
worried about the farmers market because it doesn’t get 
many shoppers. 

“I didn’t know how they make a profi t,” he said.

Residents offer their own feedback
The Ark also contacted residents who commented on 

Futch’s Nextdoor.com post. 
“The Tiburon farmers market is a fabulous family, health-

oriented addition to our community,” Juliette Decker Roden-
beck said in an interview. She wants it to stay on Main Street.

Toby Marion said he and his wife, Eileen, try to go the 
market every week for produce and for great bread. 

“The only thing I’d like to see that I don’t see now is sea-
food, but I’m not sure that seafood is a good thing to buy in 
a farmers market unless there’s a big turnover.”

Marion doesn’t fi nd parking a problem because he either 
parks at the Corinthian Yacht Club, where he is a member, or 
he and his wife walk down from their home in Old Tiburon.

“We like to walk around and see what’s going on and eat 
at the local restaurants,” he said. “We’ve been a little worried 
that it hasn’t been as busy as it could be, but I think it’s a 
great thing and I hope it continues. It encourages us to eat 
a lot of fruit.”

“I think it needs to be on a weekend,” Todd Jackson of Bel-
vedere said. “I commute into San Francisco, and by the time 
I get off  the ferry, they’re winding up and folding their tents. 
What they should do is pull it off  Main Street and move it 
around the corner onto Fountain Plaza and Tiburon Boule-
vard.”

Judith Ets-Hokin, the retired founder of a cooking school 
and 10 stores she sold to Viking, also thinks the market 
should be moved to a weekend day. She said the market 
should have more organic produce and it was awkwardly 
laid out. She said she went once or twice and stopped going. 

“It gave me a sad feeling,” she said.
In Futch’s poll, at least half a dozen residents said they 

would like the market to move to Blackie’s Pasture, which 
they said is more central and where parking is more plenti-
ful.

But moving the market would defeat the purpose of put-
ting it downtown in the fi rst place, Chanis said. 

“The overall goal is to get people to realize there is a 
downtown Tiburon.”

“We’re creating new habits,” said Smith, the operator. “We 
want to get people in the habit of coming downtown.”

Chanis didn’t rule out Blackie’s Pasture completely. 
“I think there would be some potential positives, but (we) 

would also have to consider whether it’s appropriate and 
whether there is enough parking,” he said. 

John Corcoran, a local lawyer who serves on the Tiburon 
Planning Commission, was among those who responded to 
Futch’s poll. He said he thinks the market eventually will 
increase foot traffi  c for the local businesses and boost their 
revenue, even if it does create competition.

The town’s $20,000 subsidy pays for help with setup and 
cleanup. Because the town’s fi scal year begins July 1, half of 
this year’s funding of the market actually was approved by 
the Town Council last June. The other half will be approved 
this coming June. 

Deirdre McCrohan has reported on Tiburon local govern-
ment and community issues for more than 30 years. Reach 
her at 415-944-4634.s

Market, continued from page 5
———


