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By DEIRDRE McCROHAN
dmccrohan@thearknewspaper.com
———

Scaled-back plans to expand the Bel-
vedere-Tiburon Library are headed to the 
Tiburon Town Council for review. 

At its Aug. 15 meeting , the council is ex-
pected to vote on whether to approve the 

revised plans, which lop off  a previously 
proposed second story to hold construction 
costs at $18 million. The meeting is tenta-
tively set to begin at 7:15 p.m. at Tiburon 
Town Hall and is open to the public. 

Library offi  cials fi led the amended plans 

By MATTHEW HOSE
mhose@thearknewspaper.com
———

A California sea lion gave birth to a fe-
male pup on the rocks of Tiburon’s Shoreline 
Park last week — an unusual occurrence in 
both timing and location for a sea lion birth, 
according to experts.

Offi  cials from the Marine Mammal Cen-
ter rescued both sea lions from the shore 
the morning of Aug. 1 and took  them to the 
Point Reyes National Seashore to nurse in a 
quiet location.

“This is one of those events that worked 
really well — nearly perfectly,” said Dave 
Zahniser, the rescue and response manager 
at the mammal center, praising members 
of the public for alerting the mammal cen-
ter and for keeping their distance from the 
nursing mother.

About 5 that morning, passersby at the 
park called the mammal center’s 24-hour 
hotline to report seeing the mother sea lion 
on the rocks not far from the ferry terminal 
and Guaymas restaurant. 

A rescue team got to the scene by about 7 
a.m., and they quickly determined the moth-
er sea lion had given birth to her pup just a 
few hours earlier.

Zahniser said it was both an uncom-
mon time and place for a sea lion to be giv-

Tiburon council set to 
review trimmed library 
expansion next week 

EHDD

An artist’s rendering shows the revised one-story, $18 million plan for the Belvedere-Tiburon Library 
expansion project, to be presented to the Tiburon Town Council for approval. The previous plan, OK’d in 
2012, had included a second story at a total estimated cost of $14 million — but that estimate soared 
to more than $22 million by this May, forcing offi cials to scale back.

———
See LIBRARY, PAGE 20

Residents look on as sea lion 
gives birth at Shoreline Park
Unusual scene: Season was nearly two months ago — at offshore islands

CLAIRE TARNOFF

A sea lion gave birth to a pup on the rocks of Tiburon’s Shoreline Park in the early 
morning on Aug. 1. Offi cials from the Marine Mammal Center rescued both sea lions 
from the shore and took them to the Point Reyes National Seashore to nurse in a 
quiet location.

———
See BIRTH, PAGE 19

Candidates fi le for local seats; 
new 4-year Tam district parcel 
tax, renewal of county transit 
tax OK’d for November ballot
Pages 7-9

election 2018

By MATTHEW HOSE
mhose@thearknewspaper.com
———

Frustrated by weekend visitors leaving trash behind 
in Belvedere Community Park, city offi  cials are mulling 
whether to require those who host birthday parties, bar-
becues and other events in the public space to obtain a 
permit. 

Public Works Manager Robert Zadnik presented a 
memorandum to the city’s Parks and Open Space Com-
mittee last month raising the possibility of requiring the 
special-event permits in the park, which lies on Commu-
nity Road adjacent to City Hall. 

He didn’t make a recommendation but requested the 
parks committee discuss the issue at an upcoming meeting 
and come up with a recommendation for moving forward.

Belvedere ponders 
permits for parties 
in Community Park
Overfl owing trash cans continue to 
pose problems for Public Works

———
See PERMITS, PAGE 19



tion District board of directors, where members serve four-
year terms, the seats of board members David Kirchhoff , 
Tom O’Neill and Cheryl Woodford are up this year. None of 
the incumbents had fi led as of Aug. 6, though O’Neill and 
Woodford both have taken out papers. The district serves 
Tiburon south and east of Trestle Glen Boulevard along 
with the city of Belvedere.

Six seats on the seven-member Southern Marin Fire Pro-
tection District board are up for election: four four-year 
seats, currently occupied by Thomas Perazzo, Kurt Chun, 
Stephen Willis and Daniel St. John, and two two-year seats, 
currently held by Christina Waldeck and Peter Fleming. In-
cumbent Willis, who has been serving a four-year term, has 
fi led papers to run for a two-year term. Chun, Fleming and 
Waldeck have fi led for four-year seats, while Perazzo has 
taken out papers but not fi led.

School district boards
On the Reed Union School District board of trustees, one 

challenger has entered the race for the three seats currently 
occupied by Howard Block, Sherry Wangenheim and A.J. 
Brady. Afsaneh Zolfaghari of Belvedere fi led papers Aug. 
6. Wangenheim and Brady have both taken out nomination 
papers, but no incumbents have fi led. The district serves 
Tiburon, Belvedere and East Corte Madera.

Three seats are open on the Mill Valley School District 
board of trustees, an elementary school district that also 
serves Strawberry. Incumbents Marco Pardi and Todd May 
both fi led, while Emily Uhlhorn has taken out but not fi led 
papers.

Three seats also are up on the Tamalpais Union High 
School District board of trustees, those of Chuck Ford, 
Michael Futterman and Laura Anderson. Ford has pulled 
papers but hasn’t fi led for re-election. Kevin Saavedra, a mer-
chant banker, has fi led for one of the seats, while Tiburon 
resident Dan Oppenheim has pulled papers but not fi led for 
election. 

One seat is opening on the Marin County Board of Educa-
tion, Trustee Area 5, which includes the Reed Union School 
District. Incumbent Marilyn Nemzer of Tiburon fi led July 
16.

Strawberry Recreation District board
Strawberry residents can run for one of three open seats 

on the fi ve-member Strawberry Recreation District board of 
directors. The four-year terms of current board members Jeff  
Francis, Sylvia Marino and Peter Teese are all set to expire 
in November. Francis fi led his nomination papers July 18. 

Sanitary district boards
On the fi ve-member Sanitary District No. 5 of Marin 

board, the terms of Catharine Benediktsson and Tod Moody 
are ending, and both have fi led in a bid to retain their seats. 
The San 5 district serves Belvedere and Southern Tiburon.

Meanwhile, three four-year seats are up for election on 
the Richardson Bay Sanitary District board. Incumbents 

Sue Benvenuti, Frank Trusheim and Ron Kosciusko have all 
fi led for another term and will compete with newcomer Sud-
hir Daru. The district serves northern and western Tiburon 
and all of Strawberry.

Marin Healthcare District board
There will be three open seats on the Marin Healthcare 

District board; the district is a publically elected entity 
that owns Marin General Hospital and nine health centers 
throughout Marin County. The seats opening up are cur-
rently held by Jennifer Hershon, Jennifer Rienks and Larry 
Bedard. Rienks has fi led papers for re-election; challengers 
Brian Su and Larry Bedard have both taken out but not fi led 
papers.

Deirdre McCrohan has reported on Tiburon local govern-
ment and community issues for more than 30 years. Reach 
her at 415-944-4634.

In Memoriam
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Judith Nancy 
Horwitz Schaefer

Judith Nancy Horwitz 
Judith Nancy Horwitz 
Schaefer died peacefully 
on July 31, 2018, at Schon 
Hyme Rest Home in San 
Rafael. Born on January 
20, 1942, in Oshkosh, Wis-
consin, Judy is survived by 
her sons, Ari Efrem Schae-
fer of San Rafael and 
Jonas James Schaefer of 
Belvedere, as well as her 
granddaughter, Jacque-
line Amaris Schaefer and 
daughter-in-law, Julianne 

Malnick Schaefer. She is 
survived by her brother, 
James Alex Horwitz of 
New York, NY.

Judy was a lively, car-
ing, warm, funny, creative 
person who was beloved by 
many from all walks of life. 
A sharp wit, beautiful smile 
and piercing blue eyes, 
she was a devoted mother, 
daughter, sister, and friend 
to many. Judy graduated 
from the University of 
Wisconsin at Madison with 
a degree in integrated 
liberal studies, spent a 

semester in Florence, Italy, 
and earned a master’s in 
clinical psychology from 
John F. Kennedy University 
in Orinda, CA.

Judy opened the only all 
Oshkosh B’Gosh store in 
the United States in San 
Rafael, Wear With All in 
the 1980s and was an inde-
pendent filmmaker who 
made a documentary on 
Samuel Ullman’s “Youth,” 
“So Long You Are Young,” 
which premiered around 
the country at indepen-
dent film festivals includ-

ing the Mill Valley Film 
Festival and San Francisco 
Jewish Film Festival. She 
loved all forms of art and 
collected art from all over 
the world. Her favorite 
holiday was Valentine’s 
Day and she was known 
for her parties.

She will be missed by 
many but remembered 
as she was, a vibrant, 
vivacious person. In the 
end, she suffered from 
Alzheimer’s Disease and 
died surrounded by her 
family.

To place a paid notice, visit thearknewspaper.com/obituaries.html or call 415-435-2652.

with the Tiburon Community Development 
Department on July 31, one day after the 
Belvedere-Tiburon Library Agency board of 
trustees viewed the new renderings for the 
reduced-size building and voted 4-0 to ap-
prove an agreement with a new architecture 
fi rm, San Francisco-based BRW Architects, 
to work on the project. 

Library offi  cials have used various fi g-
ures to approximate the size of the one-story 
addition, but the existing 10,500-square-foot 
library, located at 1501 Tiburon Blvd., is now 
expected to be expanded by 9,725 square 
feet, to 20,225 square feet. The project origi-
nally approved by the Town Council in 2012 
called for a 15,725-square-foot two-story ad-
dition — for a total of 26,225 square feet — 
to be built for about $14 million in what is 
now the library’s and Tiburon Town Hall’s 
shared parking lot.

In February, offi  cials for the Library 
Agency, the public government entity that 
oversees operations, announced infl ation 
had driven the project cost to an estimated 
$18 million. At the time, the quiet phase of 
the Belvedere-Tiburon Library Foundation’s 
fundraising campaign had raised $13.2 
million toward the project, in line with the 
foundation’s goals but short of the pace of 
ballooning costs. 

In an attempt to bridge the gap, the Li-
brary Agency took out a $4 million line of 
credit with Walnut Creek-based Mechan-
ics Bank that could only be accessed once 
fundraising hit $14 million. Offi  cials also 
announced they’d seek contributions from 
the municipal budgets of Tiburon and Bel-

vedere, which didn’t sit well with some resi-
dents who say library offi  cials are breaking 
a promise to not use taxpayer money for the 
expansion.

However, after learning that estimated 
project costs had risen to about $22.3 million 
by May — and were increasing by about 1 
percent per month — the library agency on 
July 6 decided to scale back the project. 

Eliminating the proposed second story is 
expected to save about $3 million.

Switching architects for the production 
of construction plans, from San Francisco-
based EHDD, was also one of the recom-
mended moves approved by the agency’s 
board of trustees at its July 6 meeting. That 
move is projected to save $1 million. 

Under the revised plans, the ground fl oor 
of the addition would be pulled back from 
Tiburon Town Hall by 4 feet, increasing the 
maximum distance between the two build-
ings to 52 feet, according to the documents 
on fi le at Town Hall. That will have the ef-
fect of widening the allée between the two 
buildings.

The entry area to the library also would 
be reworked. No other substantial changes 
to the site plan are proposed.

To refl ect the changes, the town has pre-
pared an addendum to the environmental 
impact report and an amendment to the 
mitigation-monitoring program previously 
adopted for the report, which are among the 
documents to be considered by the council at 
the Aug. 15 meeting.

The addendum concludes the scaled-back 
library addition would not result in new or 
more severe impacts on the environment 
than were identifi ed in the previously certi-
fi ed environmental impact report.

The plans still provide for a 52-space 
parking lot to be built behind the library, 
and the smaller building reduces the amount 
of the parking shortfall from 53 spaces to 33 
spaces.

“It doesn’t completely resolve the parking 
problem, but it reduces the additional spaces 
they will have to provide,” said Community 
Development Director Scott Anderson. He 
said the library has some options for meet-
ing all or part of that need, including leasing 
spaces at the Angel Island parking lot be-
tween Chase Bank and Town Hall.

Zelinsky Park would be reconfi gured and 
moved to the unimproved park areas behind 
Town Hall.

The expanded library would be served by 
a new driveway off  Mar West Street and the 
current Tiburon Boulevard access would be 
closed to vehicles for both buildings.

Project Manager Glenn Isaacson said the 
cost breakdown of the estimated $18 million 
revised project includes about $12 million in 
construction costs; about $2 million in ar-
chitecture, engineering and legal fees; and 
about $1 million on furniture, fi xtures and 
equipment. 

Quiet fundraising is now reportedly 
about $13.7 million and, within the next few 
months, the library plans to enter its public 
fundraising phase, designed to raise the re-
maining amount of money needed through 

a broad reach via many public community 
events and solicitations.

Tom Cromwell, who became the new chair 
of the Library Agency board it its July 30 
meeting, has confi rmed offi  cials still plan 
to seek public funding from the municipal 
budgets of Belvedere and Tiburon — a re-
ported $500,000 from Belvedere and an 
undetermined fi gure from Tiburon, though 
library offi  cials have suggested a $2 million 
ask based on the cities’ 80 percent-20 percent 
funding ratio for public projects.

It remains unclear whether the agency 
attempted to redesign the library at a price 
that did not require a public-funding request.

Cromwell said there is an urgency to raise 
money, as costs continue to rise at a rate of 
about 1 percent per month. 

“We need to get the project going. We 
hope that the public campaign will generate 
enough that we don’t have to use the ($4 mil-
lion) line of credit,” he said.

Cromwell noted there wasn’t a fallback 
plan in place. 

“If we can’t raise enough money even for 
this revision, we’ll have to think about this 
all over again,” he said.

In advance of the Town Council meeting, 
the staff  report on the revised plans will be 
available for review at townoftiburon.org no 
later than 5:30 p.m. Aug. 9. Questions and 
written comments on the proposed amend-
ments should be directed to Scott Anderson, 
director of community development, at sand-
erson@townoftiburon.org or 415-435-7392.

Deirdre McCrohan has reported on 
Tiburon local government and community 
issues for more than 30 years. Reach her at 
415-944-4634.

view the renderings
View the revised renderings by visiting the town 

of Tiburon website via arkn.ws/Bel-TibLibExpan-
sion2018.

The materials also are available at the planning 
counter at Tiburon Town Hall, 1505 Tiburon Blvd., 
and at the Belvedere-Tiburon Library.

Library, continued from page 1
———

Candidates, continued from page 7
———


