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McClintock
vs. Morse is
coming to
Mariposa
Congressional candidates
agree to do political debate

Jessica Morse

Tom McClintock

Local resident Neal Bolton sent this photo to the newspaper. It was taken last week of a drop from a converted DC10 airliner that 
now drops retardant. The picture was taken in Jerseydale and was along the north edge of a fire line being established for the 
Mariposa Pines area. Bolton said his home is near the South Fork of the Merced River canyon, near where the Ferguson Fire began.

The Mariposa County Board of Supervi-
sors is exploring ways to meet the needs of 
the county with the limited resources avail-
able. 

County leadership will be making a series 
of presentations to the community regarding 
the county’s options and seeking input from 
residents so officials can understand the pri-
orities of the community. 

“I encourage anyone interested in the fu-
ture of our community to attend,” said Mar-
iposa County Chief Administrative Officer 
Dallin Kimble.

He did say county officials are looking at 
the situation in Ponderosa Basin, which was 
under an evacuation order but that was lift-
ed on Monday. If it changes, he said officials 
will reschedule the meeting. Meetings were 
already held in Greeley Hill, Catheys Valley 
and Midpines. Two more are scheduled, in-
cluding one next week.

All meetings start at 6 p.m.

Community Meeting Schedule:
Aug. 2 - Ponderosa Basin Firehouse
Aug. 6 – Board of Supervisors’ Chambers

You can learn more about the meetings 
and all of the county’s budgetary informa-
tion at www.mariposacounty.org/budget.

County sets meetings
to focus on finances

PG&E is initiating new 
process of cutting power

Photo by 
Nicole W. Little

This is a 
photo of 

PG&E crews 
restoring 

power after 
last year’s 

Detwiler Fire. 
PG&E has 

implemented 
a new policy 

about how 
power is be-
ing cut off in 
high wildfire 
threat areas.

By GREG LITTLE
Editor

The Ferguson Fire has become a stark reminder of what can 
happen in fire country.

Part of living in fire country is the fact power is turned off on 
occasion — and the parameters for 
that happening are changing.

Officials from Pacific Gas & Elec-
tric (PG&E) made a presentation 
last week to the Mariposa Coun-
ty Board of Supervisors outlining 
their new “Community Wildfire 
Safety Program.”

By Gazette staff

A second firefighter has died in the Fergu-
son Fire.

Brian Hughes, 33, died on Sunday morning 
after a tree fell on him while battling the blaze, 
according to officials from the unified com-
mand handling the Ferguson Fire.

Hughes was a captain with the Arrowhead 
Interagency Hotshots based in Sequoia and 
Kings National Parks.

The incident happened on the east side of 
the fire, which is in the El Portal and Yosemite 

West areas. According to official reports, he 
was working as part of a team setting a back 
fire, which is the technique used to limit the 
spread of the fire.

Hughes was treated at the scene, accord-
ing to the report, but died before he could be 
transported to a hospital.

“The team at Sequoia and Kings Nation-
al Parks is devastated by this terrible news,” 
said Woody Smeck, park superintendent, in a 
statement.

Another firefighter dies in Ferguson Fire

Brian Hughes

Crews appear to be getting a handle 
on Ferguson Fire in Mariposa County
Air quality issues have been major factor for county residents

Friends and family throughout Mariposa 
are invited to join over 38 million neighbors 
across approximately 16,000 communities 
from all 50 states, U.S. territories and mili-
tary bases worldwide to participate in the 
National Night Out.

It will held on Tuesday, Aug. 7.
National Night Out is sponsored by 

the National Association of Town Watch 
(NATW), Dietz and Watson, Ring, Asso-

National Night Out to
be held in Mariposa

By GREG LITTLE
Editor

Every indication is that Yosemite 
Valley and Wawona in Yosemite Na-
tional Park will reopen this Friday.

The question which remains, howev-
er, is just how visitors might get to the 
valley.

“We’re playing it by ear,” said Scott 
Gediman, public information officer 
for the park.

A lot of how visitors will get there 
hinges on exactly which roads might 
reopen — and that was an unknown as 
of our press time on Tuesday.

All of this is happening because of 
the Ferguson Fire, a blaze that has been 
burning since the night of Friday, July 

Yosemite Valley should open Friday

By GREG LITTLE
Editor

It appears firefighters are getting a 
handle on the stubborn Ferguson Fire, 
though air quality in the region re-
mains a major issue.

The fire broke out on Friday, July 13, 
near the Ferguson rock slide area on 

Highway 140 — the road to Yosemite 
National Park.

Since that day, the highway has been 
closed and firefighters have been bat-
tling the blaze which has burned in 
steep terrain as well as areas where 
there is heavy tree mortality.

The millions of dead trees, killed as a 
result of drought and the Western bark 

beetle, have been a major concern for 
county residents for years.

But through all of this, including al-
most 58,000 acres of scorched earth, 
no occupied residences have been lost 
as a result of the fire.

Tragically, two firefighters have died 

‘We’re playing it 
by ear.’

— Scott Gediman

Two Mariposans die
in Monday accident

Shop at Pioneer Market
Save at the Pump at
GRIZZLY GAS

or MARIPOSA CHEVRON
*pick up your rewards card and start using it in the same transaction

By Gazette staff

Rep. Tom McClintock and challenger Jes-
sica Morse have agreed to participate in a de-
bate in Mariposa.

McClintock, the in-
cumbent Republican 
representing California 
Congressional District 4, 
and Morse, a Democrat, 
will face off in the No-
vember general election 
in a highly-watched race 
across the country.

But before the election, 
the two will square off in 
a political debate hosted 
by the Mariposa Gazette.

Details of the debate 
are still being worked out 
— namely the date.

Both sides are in com-

See ANOTHER on Page A-9

Gazette staff report

With fire continuing to burn throughout 
Mariposa County, another piece of bad news 
hit the area on Monday afternoon.

A fatal, head-on collision took place in-
volving two vehicles — one a United States 
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2018 Mariposa County Fair Horse Show
ENTRY DEADLINE FOR ALL EVENTS 

SATURDAY AUGUST 4, 2018 5PM
Saturday, August 18, 2018  

Gymkhana, Saddle Mounts (Western and English), Trail.

Saturday, September 1, 2018 
We have a new event for family entertainment!  

Cowboy & Cowgirl Mounted Shooting

Sunday, September 2, 2018
Local Team Roping, Saddle Roping, 

Champion of Champions Roping
Dummy Roping

Monday, September 3, 2018
Calf Branding, Open Team Penning, Jr. Team Penning

We have 4 saddles sponsored this year.  Local Saddle Roping; High Money Heeler, 
High Money Header and Top Hand High Money Winner.  Also, NEW this year we will 

have an “ALL AROUND JR” buckle, points given for placing in the local team roping, 
Saddle Roping, calf branding and the team penning.  (Jr is 17 years and under)

Post entries accepted with a late fee, see our web site for details.
Contact the Mariposa Fairgrounds for entry information or see our website: 

mariposafair.com     5007 Fairgrounds Road, Mariposa, Ca 95338
209/966-2432 ext 2     leslief@sti.net    Fax: 209/966-6273

Photo by Price Little
This CAL FIRE crew was part of the escort last Sunday for a fallen firefighter who died 
battling the Ferguson Fire. The fireman was killed when a tree fell on him during the 
blaze.

Smeck was the acting superintendent 
at Yosemite National Park before going 
back to Sequoia, where he had worked 
for many years.

The death, according to the report, ap-
parently occurred in an area where there 
is tree mortality — something officials 
have been fearing for many years. Tree 
mortality has been a dominant issue in 
Mariposa County for many years and it’s 
likely the Ferguson Fire will bring that is-
sue back to the forefront once again.

The trees are still standing but are dead 
as a result of the drought and subsequent 
bark beetle invasion. Millions of trees are 
dead in Mariposa County.

Official reports and civilian obser-
vations have indicated that in the tree 
mortality areas, dead tress are falling con-
sistently as the fire burns in those areas. 
Mariposa County Sheriff Doug Binnew-
ies told county supervisors last week it 
was estimated that six trees an hour were 
falling in the Jerseydale area.

Officials in Mariposa County have 
worked for several years to address the 
issue of tree mortality near county infra-
structure, including roads, but the mas-
sive amount of trees which remain in the 
forests, as well as on private land, is an-
other issue altogether.

Although unified command officials 
had not released any other information 
than there had been an accident on Sun-
day, by mid-afternoon an alert was sent 
out by the Mariposa County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice about a formal escort being planned 
for the fallen firefighter. That escort took 
place at 3:30 p.m. on Sunday in Maripo-
sa as local residents as well as firefighters 
and others lined the streets.

The death of Hughes came just over a 
week after the death of CAL FIRE Heavy 
Equipment Operator Braden Varney, 36, 
of Mariposa. Varney’s memorial was held 
last week in Modesto and a local service 
is planned this Saturday, Aug. 4, at the 
Mariposa County Fairgrounds from 3-11 
p.m. (See details on page A3.)

It also marked the eighth fire-related 
death in California in the past two weeks. 
That included a grandmother and her 
two grandchildren who died in the Carr 
Fire in Redding. Another civilian was 
also reported killed in that fire.

In addition, a City of Redding firefight-
er died in that fire as well as a bulldozer 
driver who was working for a private con-
tractor fighting the fire.

Hughes was originally from Hilo, Ha-
waii, and had worked with the Arrow-
head hotshots for four years. The group is 
an elite crew of 20 firefighters based at Se-
quoia and Kings Canyon National Parks.

It is one of two hotshot teams within 
the National Park Service.

munication with the newspaper as a 
common date is being sought. It will like-
ly be in late September or early October.

The location of the debate is likely to 
be at the auditorium at Mariposa County 
High School, said Greg Little, editor of 
the newspaper.

“We are working with MCHS and as 
soon as we can get a date confirmed by 
the candidates, we’ll be able to schedule 
the auditorium,” said Little.

He said the newspaper has been in con-
tact with school officials and they are also 
discussing having students in govern-
ment classes involved with the debate.

“This is the basis of our democracy, 
having candidates express their views, 
and the young people need to be involved 
in this process,” said Little.

The concept of having a debate in Mar-
iposa began the day after the primary 
election in June. That day, the newspaper 
reached out to both campaigns request-
ing they participate in a debate in Mar-
iposa. Last week, both sides agreed to 
the rules developed by the Gazette and 
are now in the process of trying to find a 
common date.

“We think this is a major event for the 
people of Mariposa County,” said Little, 
who will be the moderator of the debate. 
“District 4 is huge and to get them to 
agree to come to Mariposa and express 
their views is great for local residents.”

KRYZ-FM Radio will be broadcasting 
the debate live, as well. There is limited 
seating in the auditorium, so having the 
live broadcast will allow anyone to be 
able to listen to the event.

As part of the agreement with the two 
candidates, one-quarter of the tickets 
for the event will be given to each cam-
paign respectively for them to distribute 
to local residents through their campaign 
committees. The other half of the tickets 
will be handled by the newspaper.

“We’re still working out the exact num-
ber of tickets and how we are going to 
distribute them,” said Little.

He said that process will be announced 
in an upcoming story in the newspaper.

“We will make it absolutely fair because 
we want the largest cross-section of the 
public,” said Little. “Hopefully, some of 
them will be undecided voters and may-
be the debate will give them some insight 
into the election.”

He said the newspaper is also working 
with the Mariposa County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice to provide security at the event.

The format for the debate will be sim-
ilar to the debate the newspaper hosted 
before the primary election in Catheys 
Valley for three supervisor candidates.

Each candidate will be given five min-
utes each for opening and closing state-
ments.

During the questioning, the first candi-
date to take a question will be given two 

minutes to respond. The other candidate 
will then be given three minutes to re-
spond followed by a one-minute rebuttal 
from the first candidate. The process will 
rotate throughout the debate.

Questions for the debate will be asked 
by the newspaper. As part of that, like the 
last debate, readers are being asked to 
submit possible questions for the debate. 
Those questions can be sent to greg@
mariposagazette.com, mailed to Candi-
date Questions, Mariposa Gazette, P.O. 
Box 38, Mariposa, CA 95338 or dropped 
off at our office at 5108 Highway 140, 
Suite B in Mariposa.

The candidates will not have any infor-
mation about the questions prior to the 
debate.

“We want as much input from our read-
ers as possible,” said Little. “The public 
knows about the issues and we hope as 
many people as possible send us poten-
tial questions.”

The final determination of the ques-
tions will be made by the newspaper just 
prior to the debate.

Candidate statements
Both candidates were given the oppor-

tunity to make statements about the de-
bate in Mariposa.

“The citizens of Mariposa County have 
always strongly supported me,” said Mc-
Clintock. “I am looking forward to the 
opportunity to debate my opponent and 
discuss the important issues facing our 
nation.”

“It is vitally important that our neigh-
bors across the 4th District get to hear 
from both of their candidates for Con-
gress on the many pressing issues facing 
our community,” said Morse.

Morse said she isn’t sure if McClintock 
“has a plan” for the many issues facing 
this region “because he refuses to answer 
the questions of his constituents.”

She said she is “looking forward” to 
“sharing my plans with voters during the 
Mariposa Gazette debate.”

McClintock acknowledged the news-
paper for bringing the candidates to Mar-
iposa County.

“I also want to thank the Mariposa Ga-
zette for putting this debate together,” 
said McClintock.

Morse said she is hoping to have more 
debates with McClintock.

Morse said she has accepted an invi-
tation to another debate in North Lake 
Tahoe which has been proposed by the 
Sierra Business Council and the North 
Lake Tahoe Resort Association.

“McClintock has yet to accept,” she 
said.

Morse also said she is pushing for two 
additional debates in Placer and the El 
Dorado suburbs “that are home to more 
than two-thirds of the voters in the dis-
trict. McClintock has yet to answer.”

More details about the debate will be 
released in upcoming editions of this 
newspaper, including the date, location 
and ticket information.

AGREE
From Page A1 

Erica Cabrera of PG&E said the new 
program was instituted in April and com-
pany officials are in the process of rolling it 
out, including finding ways to get the word 
out to the public.

She said the program is being imple-
mented because of tree mortality — 
something that has come into focus in the 
past two weeks with the Ferguson Fire.

Corey Peters, PG&E vegetation man-
agement specialist for this region, said the 
company has broken down the county 
into two “tiers.”

Tier 2 is areas with “elevated” risk and 
Tier 3 is “extreme” risk of wildfire.

Peters said there are 9,400 homes in Tier 
3 in Mariposa County. That means those 
are at the “highest risk” of wildfire.

Most of those are in the “up” elevations, 
said Peters. That includes Midpines as well 
as the Triangle Road to Harris Road areas. 
Communities include Jerseydale, Lush-
meadows, Ponderosa Basin, Mariposa 
Pines and more. There is also a segment 
of Tier 3 in northern Mariposa County in 
the Coulterville and Greeley Hill areas.

The majority of the rest of the county is 
listed as Tier 2, including a wide swath of 
Yosemite National Park.

Cabrera said PG&E has established 
a “Wildfire Safety Operations Center” 
which is located in San Francisco.

The new center is dedicated to wildfire 
safety operations and monitoring wild-
fire risks in real time, she said. It is staffed 
around the clock during wildfire season. 
The operation will include communica-
tions with field teams and monitoring of 
information from PG&E weather stations, 
databases, social media and emergency 
alert systems from public safety authori-
ties and other agencies.

What all of that boils down to is PG&E 
officials will be monitoring conditions and 
shutting off power when those conditions 
warrant, she said.

Several factors will be considered when 
PG&E officials are contemplating turning 
off power. Those include:

• Weather forecasts. That can include 
monitoring to identify periods of in-
creased risk which includes wind speed, 
humidity and temperature.

• Fuel conditions. Dry vegetation will be 
a factor for consideration by PG&E.

• Observations. That includes on-the-
ground information in real time.

• Reaching out to other agencies, in-
cluding CAL FIRE, California Office of 
Emergency Services and local agencies.

Cabrera called this the “process if we 
need to pro-actively turn off power.”

A major component of the new initia-
tive is how the public is informed, said 
Cabrera.

“We are asking customers to update 
their information,” said Cabrera.

This component is critical, she said, es-
pecially for people who might have medi-
cal needs that rely on power.

Also, if people have a new phone num-
ber or email address, PG&E officials need 
to have that information to better inform 
its customers, she said.

She said if power does need to be turned 
off, they will make every attempt to con-
tact customers in advance to give them 
time to prepare.

How far in advance those notifications 
go out is a wide range. During the pre-
sentation, she said it can be from one to 
48 hours of notification. Those will be 
through automated phone calls, text mes-
sages and emails.

Cabrera emphasized PG&E officials 
will be using direct outreach with people 
who have medical/life support issues. But, 
she said, PG&E has to be informed of 
those conditions and she encouraged ev-
eryone to contact the company as soon as 
possible to give that notification.

People can update that information by 
visiting pge.com/mywildfirealerts to up-
date information and receive alerts.

People can also call the company at 
(866) 743-6589, email wildfiresafety@
pge.com or visit pge.com/wildfiresafety.

Company officials are also asking peo-
ple to be prepared for wildfires as well 
as having their power turned off during 
emergencies. That includes updating con-
tact information, preparing and practicing 
a plan, evaluating their home and creating 
an emergency supply kit.

The home evaluation includes knowing 
how to manually open garage doors, in-
stalling and replacing batteries in smoke 
alarms and locating and knowing how to 
operate fire extinguishers.

Vegetation management program
Another major component of the new 

initiative is managing vegetation around 
power lines, said Peters.

One of the reasons for the change are 
new requirements from the California 
Public Utilities Commission.

A new requirement is a four-foot mini-
mum clearance around power lines in high 
fire threat areas. For some areas, that’s an 
increase of 1.5 feet.

Peters said in order to meet that require-
ment, creating clearances of up to 12 feet 
or more may be needed to ensure compli-
ance until the next inspection. This part 
of the program may involve some tree re-
moval around power lines.

In addition, Peters said PG&E officials 
are going to be working with customers to 
look at areas 15 feet on either side of the 
pole line to create fire defense zones in 
Tier 3 areas.

Peters told supervisors this is a “volun-
tary program” by PG&E.

However, it is also no secret that PG&E 
is involved in many lawsuits as a result of 
last year’s fire season, in which the com-
pany is accused of not adequately clear-
ing areas around power lines. One of the 
most significant is in the Napa Valley area, 
where hundreds of homes were destroyed 
in a devastating fire in 2017.

Those suits were not mentioned during 
the meeting with supervisors.

Cabrera said in the past five years, 
PG&E has invested $15 billion to enhance 
and harden its electric transmission and 
distribution system assets.

In the future, she said they are working 
to strengthen the overall construction of 
the electric system. That includes install-
ing stronger, coated power lines as well 
as replacing wood poles with non-wood 
material in some areas. No time line was 
given for those efforts.

It was suggested at the meeting that 
PG&E host a community meeting to de-
tail its plans for the public. Cabrera said 
they are in the process of making that hap-
pen.

Forest Service vehicle — around 3 p.m. 
that afternoon. It occurred on Highway 
49 South, near Griffin Drive in Oakhurst.

Lon Rice, 74, Mariposa, and Joan Rice, 
87, Mariposa, were killed due to the colli-
sion. Lon Rice was driving a 1998 Chev-
rolet, and Joan Rice was in the passenger 
seat.

According to the California Highway 
Patrol, Judy Reynolds, 69, Lebec, was 
driving a U.S. Forest Service 2018 Jeep 
south on Highway 49 south of Griffin 
Drive at approximately 55 miles per hour. 

Lon Rice was traveling north on High-
way 49.

For an unknown reason, Reynolds 
turned into the northbound lane in front 
of Lon Rice, who steered to the left to 
avoid Reynolds. Reynolds turned back 
to the right and the front of the vehicles 
collided. 

Lon Rice was pronounced dead at the 
scene shortly after paramedics arrived. 
Joan Rice was flown by helicopter to the 
Fresno Regional Medical Center, where 
she eventually succumbed to her injuries.

Reynolds and her passenger, Linda Ar-
chibeque, 68, Doloroes, Colo., suffered 
moderate injuries and were transported 
by ambulance to Fresno Regional Medi-
cal Center.

They appear to be in stable condition.
The CHP is continuing to investigate 

the incident.

POWER
From Page A1 

TWO
From Page A1 



Visit us at MARIPOSAGAZETTE.COM Like us on 
Facebook

“Covering Mariposa County 
Like The Stars”

Established 1854 — 163rd Year Mariposa, California • Thursday, August 16, 2018 • Issue No. 33Official County Newspaper

California’s oldest weekly newspaper of continuous publication

0 51497 03749 9

See DEBATE on Page A-8

See ROSE on Page A-8

‘I think it’s vital this 
process goes to 
the next stage.’

—Kevin Cann

See WILLEY on Page A-9

Jessica Morse

Tom McClintock

See FIRE on Page A-9

See TOT on Page A-8

(209) 966-5847

TOT increase proposal to be on ballot
By MATT JOHNSON
Assistant Editor

After three hotly contested hours, the 
Mariposa County Board of Supervisors 
voted unanimously to place an item on 
November’s ballot relating to raising 
the transient occupancy tax (TOT).

TOT is a lodging tax, collected from 
travelers when they rent a hotel, motel 
or other accommodation. The tax is then given to the 
county by lodging operators.

Occupancy tax rates and rules vary by city, county 
and state.

The TOT makes up a large chunk of 
Mariposa County’s general fund, which 
helps provide important services such 
as law enforcement, firefighting, parks 
and recreation, personnel costs, road 
maintenance and more. 

The item that will now be placed on 
Mariposa County’s November ballot, 
as Measure M, seeks a 2 percent in-
crease in the current 10 percent TOT 

rate in the county.
At issue is the fact that a number of community mem-

bers — including many members from the lodging in-
dustry — oppose an increase in the TOT rate, while 
many in county administration feel the rate needs to be 

raised in order to avoid cutting services offered to the 
community.

With Mariposa County being one of the premiere 
tourist destinations in California, members of the lodg-
ing industry are concerned that a spike in the TOT rate 
will turn customers away.

It has been a hotly contested issue in the county. Sev-
eral community members spoke in opposition to plac-
ing the TOT item on the ballot.

The original proposal for a ballot measure suggested 
a 4 percent increase in the TOT rate, but by the end of 
last week’s meeting, the supervisors cut that number 
down to 2 percent.

Congressional
debate will be

held on Sept. 23

Back in the game

Ferguson Fire (finally) winding down
Photo by Nicole W. Little

Several local groups celebrated the Tuesday morning opening of Yosemite National Park with a ribbon cutting on Highway 140 at the four-way stop in Mariposa. If you look closely, 
the highway sign in the background proclaims “Yosemite Park Open.” That’s a welcome sight to business owners and residents alike in Mariposa County. Groups involved included 
the Yosemite/Mariposa Tourism Bureau, the Mariposa Chamber of Commerce, Main Street Mariposa, the Mariposa County Business Association as well as many local business 
owners, elected officials and citizens. The opening of the road is crucial following the month-long closing of the highway, which has had devastating impacts on local business. Kris 
Casto, a local business owner and board member of Main Street Mariposa, is shown with the scissors used to cut the ribbon. She led the effort to have the ribbon cutting.

Doctor faces prescription abuse charges

Rep. Tom McClintock 
and challenger Jessica 
Morse will be participat-
ing in a debate in Maripo-
sa in September.

McClintock, the incum-
b e n t 
R e -
publi-
can in 
C a l i -
fornia 
House 

District 4, and Morse, 
the Democrat in the race, 
will be taking the stage on 
Sunday, Sept. 23.

The debate will be held 
at 2 p.m. at the Feister Au-
ditorium on the campus of 

Willey convicted, to 
be sentenced Sept. 13

Yosemite Valley reopens, along with Highway 140
By GREG LITTLE
Editor

Frayed nerves. Tension. Fatigue. 
All of those, and much more, have been part 

of the psyche in Mariposa County since the 
night of Friday, July 13, when the Ferguson Fire 
broke out along Highway 140 near the Fergu-
son slide area.

Since that time, businesses in Mariposa have 
been suffering because of the lack of tourists 
coming during the height of the season. The fire 
forced the closure of Highway 140 into Yosemi-
te National Park. The highway — and Yosemite 
Valley — opened on Tuesday morning, much 
to the relief of almost everyone in the county.

Yet even with the reopening of one of the 
most iconic parks in the world, local business 
owners are still hurting.

That was the focus of a specially called meet-
ing on Monday morning. The meeting was 
called by Mariposa County District 4 Supervi-
sor Kevin Cann. Cann represents Mariposa on 
the board of supervisors.

Cann said he organized the meeting because 
of the major financial impact the fire has had 
on local businesses — which trickles down to 
employees, suppliers and more.

Several business owners turned out for the 
meeting to see if there was anything the county 

Photo by Matt Johnson
Luke Willey is taken into custody by the Mariposa County 
Sheriff’s Office following his conviction last Friday in Mar-
iposa County Superior Court.

Photo by Nicole W. Little
This Sikorsky helicopter is shown last Saturday in El Portal taking water from 
the Merced River to drop on the Ferguson Fire. Crews are making steady 
progress in suppressing the fire.

Dr. Carolyn Rose

By MATT JOHNSON
Assistant Editor

A local physician, Dr. Carolyn Rose, has 
been accused by the Medical Board of Cali-
fornia of a number of medical missteps. 

The board is accusing Rose of repeatedly 
prescribing excessive amounts of controlled 
drugs for patients, and more. A 46-page re-
port filed by the board on July 6 lists five seri-
ous violations by Dr. Rose: gross negligence, 
repeated negligent acts, excessive prescrib-

ing, incompetence and failure to maintain 
adequate and accurate medical records.

A review by the Board of the Controlled 
Substances Utilization and Review System, 
known as CURES, raised concerns about 
Rose’s prescribing practices, the medical 
board said. CURES, maintained by the De-
partment of Justice, tracks all Schedule II, III 
and IV controlled substances dispensed in 
California. 

A Mariposa County man was convicted last Friday of two 
felony counts.

Luke George Willey, 38, was convicted by a jury following 
the four-day trial.

The charges were related to a Sept. 22, 2017, incident in 
which he is accused of breaking into a house in Maripo-
sa County and brutally assaulting a man who was with his 
ex-girlfriend.

Willey was found guilty on two counts.
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‘I cannot, in 
good con-
science, break 
that promise. 
I have to have 
that guarantee.’

—Marshall Long

TOT
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Mariposa FaMily
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 anthony E. robErts, d.C.
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www.mariposadc.com
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Steven G. FoGG, M.D.
CataraCt & aGinG eye SpeCialiSt
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Mariposa Academy 
of Performing Arts
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•Junior Jazz • Gymnastics 
• Adult Classes (Ballet & Jazz)
• Small Classes - Carefully Taught

Tamara Andrews - Director• 742-7201  • 742-7303
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A Bay Area man was arrested for allegedly trying to 
start a fire on Highway 120 last week.

On Aug. 7, at approximately 3:49 p.m., a  Mariposa 
County Sheriff ’s Office 
deputy responded to the 
7600 block of Highway 120 
in Mariposa County for a 
report of a subject attempt-
ing to start a fire.

Upon the deputy’s arriv-
al, an employee at a nearby 
business stated she wit-
nessed the suspect, later 
identified as Ivan Flores of 
Oakland, who by this time 
had been detained by a re-
sponding California High-
way Patrol officer, acting ir-
rational. The employee said 
Flores had pressed a lit lighter against a tree on the side 
of the road. 

It was discovered that Flores, 35, was in possession of 
a glass pipe used for smoking methamphetamine and he 
admitted to having smoked methamphetamine recently. 
When Flores was asked about whether he had tried to 
light anything on fire, he stated he was checking the mois-
ture content of the tree. 

Flores was placed under arrest and booked into the 
Mariposa County Jail for charges of attempted arson, 
being under the influence of a controlled substance and 
possession of drug paraphernalia. 

His bail is set at $100,000.

Arsonist is arrested, 
caught with meth pipe

Ivan Flores

A man has gone missing in Yosemite National Park and 
officials are seeking the public’s help.

Scott Tenczar, 48, was last seen at the Bridgeport Ranger 
Station on July 25. He is an experienced hiker and knows 
the area well. He planned to backpack from Robinson 
Creek to Crown Lake, Matterhorn Canyon, Smedberg 

Lake, Seavey 
Pass and Peeler 
Lake.

Tenczar is 
6-foot-1 and 
185 pounds 
with brown hair 
and hazel eyes. 
He uses and 
wears mostly 
a r my - c o l o r e d 
items: olive-dr-
ab green, tan 
and camouflage. 
He also carries 
fishing gear. 

Anyone who 
was in the area 
of Robinson 
Creek, Crown 
Lake, Matter-
horn Canyon, 
Smedberg Lake, 
Seavey Pass or 
Peeler Lake be-
tween July 25 

and Aug. 5, even 
if they don’t be-

lieve they have any information about the missing per-
son, is encouraged to contact the National Park Service 
Investigative Services Branch at (888) 653-0009 or at 
www.surveymonkey.com/r/TipLine_InvestigativeSer-
vicesNPS.

Officials seek help in 
case of missing hiker

Scott Tenczar

Making last week’s meeting even more dramatic was 
the fact the item needed 80 percent support from the 
board members, which was four of the five supervi-
sors.

Supervisor Merlin Jones was not in attendance at 
the meeting, meaning all four of the supervisors pres-
ent — Kevin Cann, Rosemarie Smallcombe, Miles 
Menetrey and Marshall Long — needed to vote in 
support of placing the item on the ballot for the mea-
sure to make its way onto the ballot. 

When the public comment portion of the meeting 
opened, close to 10 people spoke out in opposition to 
adding the measure to the ballot.

Paul Ratchford, general manager of Tenaya Lodge, 
said “a 4 percent increase at this point, I think is too 
high.”

“I would caution the board at going with 4 percent,” 
he added.

Kevin Shelton, chairman of the 
tourism board, said he believed 
that raising the TOT rate would 
be punishing the lodging industry 
for poor budget decisions made by 
previous supervisors.

Roger Biery, a former advisor to 
the Yosemite-Mariposa Tourism 
Bureau and member of the Mari-
posa County Economic Develop-
ment Corporation, encouraged the 
supervisors to look into econom-
ic development and options that 
are “win-win” rather than starting 
down the path to increasing the 
TOT. Specifically, he explained 
that building more hotel rooms 
would allow more customers to 
stay in Mariposa County, and 
therefore, generate money without having to raise the 
TOT.

“Before raising taxes, I would encourage you to pur-
sue other options that are more win-win with the in-
dustry,” Beery said. 

Ken Melton said he looked at the proposed TOT 
increase from a “moral” standpoint.

“This is a classic, perfect example of taxation with-
out representation to a group of people who have ab-
solutely no vote or no say,” said Melton. “I call it steal-
ing. ... You’re stealing from someone who has no say.”

One supporter of the increase was community 
member Kris Casto, who suggested a 2 percent raise 
would be a “slam dunk” because the funds would be 
used to keep county residents safe from fires.

“People understand small increments,” Casto said. 
“We’ve had some great comments from people; very 
thoughtful expressions of opinions. I’ve admired their 
thought processes.”

Mariposa County Sheriff Doug Binnewies was an-
other supporter of placing the TOT measure on the 
ballot, saying that “tightening the belt” won’t work in 
the county.

“We can’t go backwards in public safety,” said Bin-
newies. “It’s too dangerous for my deputies. ... You’re 
putting people at risk.”

Mariposa County Chief Administrative Officer Dal-
lin Kimble then spoke. He said county administrators 
looked at other options, such as sales tax initiatives 
and the Williamson Act, but they deemed them not as 
appropriate as the TOT increase option.

He said funding firefighting, fire prevention and 
road repairs will be the county’s “driving effort” with 
the TOT funds.

After public comments, the supervisors deliberated 
for several minutes.

“I think it’s vital this process goes to the next stage,” 
said Cann. “The impacts of approving or not approv-
ing are so vital that I think it needs to be in the hands 
of the people (of the county).”

The fate of the item came down to Long, who was 
hesitant to support placing it on the ballot.

Long was hesitant because he said he had made a 
promise to his constituents years ago that he wouldn’t 
support an increase in TOT unless there was a cave-
at: the increase would have to come with an itemized 

list of what the TOT funds would 
be spent on in the county. In other 
words, he wanted the funds to be 
tracked and reported.

“I cannot, in good conscience, 
break that promise,” Long said. “I 
have to have that guarantee.”

Long also requested the option 
to “sunset” the TOT measure, 
meaning that in 10 years, for exam-
ple, voters would have the ability 
to choose whether to change the 
TOT rate.

Later in the meeting, Long even-
tually said he would “give an inch,” 
if Kimble could promise to report 
the items each year.

“My concern is that when peo-
ple vote on this, they know exactly 
where the money is going,” Long 

said. 
“Those are things we can do,” Kimble responded. 

“Those are things that are fairly simple and straight-
forward for us to do.”

In the end, the group came to a compromise, going 
with the option of making the ballot measure a 2 per-
cent increase, Kimble promising to report the specific 
use of funds to the community, but not adding a “sun-
set” to the measure.

The measure will need 50 percent voter approval, 
plus one vote in order to pass when the November 
election arrives.

Airport event in works
Also at last week’s supervisor meeting, Mariposa 

County Public Works Director Mike Healy hinted at 
an upcoming public event which is planned for this 
fall at the Mariposa Yosemite Airport.

It is planned for October. It will feature a pancake 
breakfast and airplane rides for children and adults. 
The cost for children will be $10 and adults can fly 
for $20.

“People will also be able to see the different proj-
ects we have going on out at the airport,” Healy said. 
“There will potentially be some music and some food.”

Finalized information will be shared at a future date.

According to the Fresno Bee, a mandate for doctors 
to consult CURES prior to prescribing, ordering, ad-
ministering or furnishing controlled substances be-
comes effective in October 2018.

The investigation into Rose’s practices was opened 
after the California Highway Patrol notified the board 
that they had arrested one of Rose’s patients for driving 
while impaired. During the investigation, officers dis-
covered controlled substances in the possession of the 
patient that were prescribed by Rose. 

A subsequent review raised concerns about Rose.
Rose, who is employed at the John C. Fremont Fam-

ily Physicians clinic in Mariposa, did not wish to issue 
a comment regarding the accusations. Speaking on be-
half of the John C. Fremont Healthcare District, Chief 
Executive Officer Matthew Matthiessen said, “due to 
the pending status, no comment will be made about 
the accusations until a hearing is scheduled and held.”

“This is a pending proceeding with the California 
Medical Board,” Matthiessen added. “The hospital’s 
medical staff will review the matter based on the find-
ings of the medical board.” 

Matthiessen said he wanted to “reiterate” JCF’s com-
mitment to its partnership with Mariposa County on 
the opioid task force. 

“Our Living Well series meets twice a month and 
provides people with tools they need to manage their 
chronic pain,” Matthiessen said. “If you want more in-
formation about the series please contact Doucette Al-
varez at (209) 966-3631 x4006.”

The information contained in the report about Rose 
lists several examples of alleged misconduct.

In one instance, Rose prescribed “Patient A,” a 
64-year-old woman, with near-monthly prescriptions 
of morphine sulfate, methadone and carisoprodol 
(Soma). The report said that during one treatment pe-
riod, Rose didn’t provide the patient informed consent 
regarding the risks of methadone and did not elicit an 
adequate family history of heart rhythm abnormalities 
for the patient prior to prescribing methadone. Rose 

also allegedly did not offer the patient safer alternatives 
to narcotics to treat her pain.

In the case of a 68-year-old woman, “Patient C,” the 
patient had a history of chronic lumbar disc disease, 
chronic pain with muscle spasms, anxiety, insomnia, 
peptic ulcer disease, hypertension and more.

Rose apparently prescribed a combination of muscle 
relaxants, opiates, sedatives and benzodiazepines.

Rose stated that the patient was difficult to deal with. 
She said she tried to reduce the patient’s oxycodone, 
but “could not convince this lady well to do [sic.] But 
I’m learning now that I can’t listen to them. I have to 
just do it anyway, okay. So she wasn’t willing... and im-
mediately the next month wanted to go back up again 
which I did, which was a mistake, okay, so, and that’s 
where she stayed ‘til she died.” 

Rose stated that Patient C was “on a lot of — too 
many medicines...”

The report goes on to claim that Rose ignored red 
flags for opiate abuse. “Patient C reported that her 
medications were not working, requested higher doses 
and refused to decrease her use of opiate medications.”

Rose’s prescribing brought the ire of United Health-
care, an insurance company, which sent three letters in 
2015, the board said. 

The board claims that Rose did not document that 
she had reviewed them, considered the warnings or 
discussed the letters with the patient.

The report goes on to list a series of other patients 
whom Rose also allegedly treated improperly.

According to her biography on JCF’s website, Rose 
attended California State University, Los Angeles, re-
ceiving a Bachelor of Science in Zoology in 1971, and 
a Masters of Science in Zoology in 1974. She received 
her M.D in 1980 from the School of Medicine at the 
University of the City of Juarez, Mexico. 

She practiced and was co-owner of Mariposa Family 
Medicine from 1984 to July 2016, joining the health-
care district in August 2016. She has been affiliated 
with JCF Hospital since 1984 as an active medical staff 
member with admitting privileges.

She is married to Dr. Robert Rose, another employee 
at JCF.

ROSE
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Mariposa County High School.
The event is being organized by the Mariposa Ga-

zette, in cooperation with school officials and other 
groups. The event will also be broadcast live on KRYZ-
FM, which also has broad coverage online.

Questions are now being sought for the candidates. 
Questions should be sent to greg@mariposagazette.
com, mailed to Candidate Questions, Mariposa Ga-
zette, P.O. Box 38, Mariposa, CA, or dropped off at our 
office at 5108 Highway 140, Suite B in Mariposa.

All questions will be considered by the newspaper. 
The final list of questions will be determined by the 
newspaper staff. Candidates will have no knowledge of 
the questions prior to the event.

To date, this is the only scheduled debate between 
these two candidates in a race that is being watched 
nationwide.

Morse has challenged McClintock to several debates 
but no others have been finalized as of yet.

Ticket information
The format for the debate will include an equal 

amount of time for each candidate to address the is-

sues. Greg Little, editor and co-owner of the Mariposa 
Gazette, will moderate.

There are a limited amount of tickets available for 
this debate. The campaign committees for the candi-
dates will each receive 25 percent of the tickets. The 
remaining tickets (one-half) will be distributed by the 
newspaper.

To do that fairly, there will be a lottery established 
for the tickets. Persons are being asked to send their 
requests for debate tickets to the contact information 
above. For regular mail, use “Debate tickets” as the first 
line.

Requests can be for a maximum of two tickets.
To be eligible to be in the lottery, interested persons 

must include their name, complete address, telephone 
number and, if at all possible, an email address. Email is 
the preferred method of communication.

We will take ticket requests through the end of busi-
ness on Monday, Sept. 10. After that, the tickets will be 
drawn and people will be contacted if their names were 
chosen through the lottery.

Once that takes place, we will be distributing the 
tickets accordingly. Tickets will be required to get into 
the auditorium the afternoon of the debate.

More information about the debate will be included 
in upcoming editions of the newspaper.

DEBATE
From Page A1 
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Receivership 
is possibility 
for utilities in 
north county
By GREG LITTLE
Editor

The possibility exists that utilities in northern Mari-
posa County could go into receivership — leaving any 
rate hikes up to the court.

That was the discussion held last week during a meet-
ing of the Mariposa County Board of Supervisors.

The utilities in ques-
tion are Coulterville 
water and sewer along 
with the Don Pedro 
sewer system.

Residents in those 
areas have voted twice 
to reject proposed rate 

increases by the county. Both times, the votes were not 
close.

County officials have said the rate increases are neces-
sary to keep the utilities operating. In addition, they say 
because rates have not been raised in so many years, it is 
necessary for steep hikes to maintain the facilities.

For example, it was proposed the sewer rate in Don 
Pedro go from the current level of $41.75 per month to 

By GREG LITTLE
Editor

Taxes and the Ferguson Fire dominated the discus-
sion last week during a meeting of the Yosemite-Mari-
posa County Tourisum Bureau.

With the devastating impact of the fire, it led off the 
discussion of the board. The fire burned for more than a 
month and closed Highway 140 for the same amount of 
time, dealing a deadly blow to commerce in Mariposa.

“This one was different,” said Scott Gediman, public 
information officer for Yosemite National Park as well 
as an advisor to the tourism board.

“A lot of decisions were made,” said Gediman. “There 
were a lot of moving parts each day.”

Gediman said Yosemite West, the mainly resort com-
munity that is not inside the park but where access is 
only available through the park, was “the most impacted 

Fire, TOT topics 
for tourism board

Local residents still have a 
chance to enter the lottery for 
tickets to the upcoming California 
Congressional District 4 debate.

The debate will be at 2 p.m., Sun-
day, Sept. 23, at the auditorium at 
Mariposa County High School. 
Incumbent Republican Rep. Tom 
McClintock will face off against 

Democrat challenger Jessica 
Morse in a debate that has drawn 
interest from across the region.

The debate will be broadcast 
live on KRYZ-FM Radio, which 
includes live streaming on the in-
ternet. The website is kryzradio.

Enter lottery for debate tickets

The Lions Club of Mariposa recently named 
Virginia Johnson Scott as its 2018 Mariposa 
County Fair parade grand marshal. 

Scott authored a brief autobiography of her 
life in Mariposa: 

My folks, George and Elsie Johnson, were 
both born and raised in Georgia, where they 
got married in 1920. My oldest sister Mary 
was born a year later. 

In 1922, they moved to Bishop, where my 
Uncle Fred Walker lived. My sister Mamie 
was born there in 1924. 

My father did all kinds of work. He had a 
barber shop, and did well with it, but he wanted to be 

a farmer. My Uncle Fred and dad decided 
to come to the San Joaquin Valley, where 
my uncle and family settled in Merced, and 
my folks found a place in the community of 
Plainsburg, near Le Grand. Excited over the 
climate, rich soil and the long growing sea-
son, they put in a crop immediately. The new 
beginning they had longed for had finally be-
came a reality. 

I was born in Merced in October of that 
year.  In 1928, they moved to a bigger place. 
It had a nice sized house and had more land 

Virginia Scott named Parade Grand Marshal
Photo by Nicole W. Little

Virginia Scott is shown at the Mariposa Museum & History Center, where she volunteers as a docent. She’ll be riding 
in style this Saturday when the annual fair parade travels through Mariposa.

Virginia Scott

By MATT JOHNSON
Assistant Editor

So many quilts, so little time.
That’s the reality for Julie Tyra, whose love of quilt-

ing might be unparalleled in the county. The Mari-
posan has enjoyed close to 20 years of entering quilts 

in contests at the Mariposa County Fair, a tradition she 
plans to continue for years to come.

“I’ve never taken a class to learn how to quilt,” said 
Tyra. “I learned some of it from an old friend. But I 
started, really, for my parents’ 40th wedding anniver-

Quilt ‘til you wilt: Community member enjoys 
nearly 20 years of entering quilts in county fair

Photo by Matt Johnson
Julie Tyra is shown 
sitting next to her 
quilting machine. 

She has taught her 
skill to a number 

of friends. She said 
when she runs into 

a problem with 
her quilting, she 

searches YouTube 
for answers. As for 

her entries at the 
fair, she said the 

ribbons that mean 
the most to her are 
the people’s choice 

awards.

By MATT JOHNSON
Assistant Editor

If you have a strong opinion on how Measure L bond 
funds should be spent in the Mariposa County Unified 
School District, you will want to mark Sept. 13 on your 
calendar.

That’s the evening the MCUSD school board will 
hear a report and possibly take action on a proposal for 
the first steps toward Mariposa County High School 
modernization.

The meeting will be held at 5:30 p.m. at the MCUSD 
board room, located at 5082 Old Highway North. The 
public comment portion of the meeting begins near the 
start of the evening.

The modernization of the high school was discussed 
last Thursday at the latest school board meeting in Mari-

Modernization of
high school sought
Board seeks to move forward
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YOUR VIEW
Supports Wall for School Board

Editor,
It is with pleasure that I have been asked to prepare a letter of rec-

ommendation for Ms. Christy Wall. Christy is seeking a position of 
School Board Member in District 3. I have known Christy and her 
family for many years and I have never known anyone to question her 
honesty or commitment to any task given to her.

As a wrestling coach in Mariposa County for almost 28 years, I have 
had the pleasure of coaching Christy’s sons. The respect for me as a 
coach and their fellow teammates is certainly a reflection of Christy 
and husband Walter’s (Mariposa County District Attorney) moral 
standards.

My wife and I have had the Wall family in our home as our guest 
on many occasions. As a retired California Highway Patrolman of 30 
years, it is very comforting to know that there are people around like 
Christy Wall that are eager, capable and more than qualified to do the 
job as a school board member.

We proudly support Christy Wall as School Board Member in Dis-
trict 3.

Gary & Val Pilcher
Bear Valley

Drain the Swamp
Editor,

The swamp is full of former intelligence agency employees who ere 
allowed to keep their top secret clearances. This cabal runs the swamp 
and they are extremely dangerous to this country. One of its most vis-
ible supporters is Robert Muller.

This investigation (witch hunt) has its goal the impeachment of 
President Trump. The American voter is the problem; we voted this 
into being and we have to vote for swamp drainers in November.

Roger Warren
Mariposa

Don’t raise TOT in county
Editor,

The problem with government mentality is that they always feel 
that raising taxes so they can spend more is an acceptable thing ... es-
pecially when they are doing it to outsiders (visitors). Living within 
their means, as we must do, is rarely, if ever, considered.

Repeatedly we hear that Mariposa’s source of income is tourism.  
We are blessed with having Yosemite National Park in our county 
which brings so many people here to visit, contributing countless 
millions of dollars into our economy annually.  

So now we want to increase the bed tax by 2 percent on these vis-
itors so we can have more money to spend. This tax will make our 
TOT tax higher than any neighboring counties that also border Yo-
semite. We know that Mariposa is the best place, having the quaintest 
shops, great dining choices, friendliest people, but will the visitors 
still choose us first when we start charging more?  

I wish that our county government would use our resources more 
like we citizens use our incomes to make the best use of what we have.  
When I have been on a tight budget, I make my money go as far as I 
can.  

I look around for the best prices on what I need, question wheth-
er something is a need or a want and only buy needs, use less, waste 
nothing. I make do. I get creative.  I learn how to do things for myself. 

Living even for a short while in this manner can reduce one’s living 
costs significantly, and inspire good habits for a lifetime. I always tell 
young people that it is good to be poor when you are young; you learn 
how to do a lot with a little and establish thrifty habits.

I just wish our county government had a little more of that mindset.

Katee Owens
Mariposa

Storti will be missed
Editor,

I was saddened and dismayed to learn that Solid Waste and Recy-
cling Manager Todd Storti has resigned to take a job in another coun-
ty. He will be sorely missed.

As the former recycling coordinator for Mariposa County, I got to 
know Todd initially through emails and phone calls when he sought 
background information about various projects I had participated in. 
I found him to be intelligent, experienced (his father was in the solid 
waste and recycling business and Todd followed in his footsteps) and 
committed to making our solid waste and recycling facility more effi-
cient and sustainable.

Todd’s energy and enthusiasm for life spilled over into his work and 
earned him the respect of his staff, as well as the community at large. 
The challenges he faced were numerous and sometimes insurmount-
able, but he took them on and made significant changes in the facili-
ty’s operation.

Todd was always willing to share his ideas and management tech-
niques with residents. He believed that public education is critical to a 
well-run recycling program. Although the position of recycling coor-
dinator was never filled after I left to take a full-time job at the library, 
Todd stepped in whenever he could to spread the word, including 
twice giving presentations at the library on his own time.

I hope that the rumors I have heard through the small-town grape-
vine about Todd’s reasons for leaving are not true. He was more than 
worthy of the respect and admiration of everyone in our community, 
and I think we will be hard-pressed to find another manager his equal.

        
Karen Dusek

Mariposa

Morse right choice in election
Editor,

On Aug. 5, a limb fell on a power line and started a fire on my road, 
just two houses away from my home. I live under the Miami Moun-
tain Lookout and by the time we saw smoke, CAL FIRE was on the 
way with dozer and air support ordered.

This spring, CAL FIRE was up and down our road getting familiar 
with the area. Fortunately, the road to Miami Lookout had been re-
paired and Miami Lookout was manned with volunteers. CAL FIRE 
knew in advance where they could unload the dozers and put in the 
firebreak that contained the grass fire which had already caught an old 
unoccupied house on fire. With all the support they were able to pro-
tect and save the nearby homes, including mine.

We need as much funding as possible for CAL FIRE to use for the 
fire preventive actions, as prevention saves homes just like it saved our 
neighborhood.

Tom McClintock, my California Congressional District 4 represen-
tative in Congress, has voted against this type of funding from the fed-
eral government for the forest service, so CAL FIRE often uses much 
of their budget on fires, like the Ferguson Fire, on federal land while 
funding for protection for us local tax payers suffers. 

This November, I will be voting to replace Tom with Jessica Morse, 
a fifth generation Californian who lives in Pollack Pines and knows 
our needs and will vote for solutions that work.

Norma Rogers
Ahwahnee

to lease. There was also a second house where 
my mother’s folks could live. My brother was 
born in 1930 and we lived on this place until 
1932. The Depression and the stock market 
crash had hit. The farmers lost their farms. The 
Great Depression, in spite of government in-
terventions, steadily grew worse, leaving many 
people homeless and hopeless. While many 
folks were standing in soup lines, however, the 
Johnson family was eating food grown on the 
farm. 

In October 1932, our family packed our be-
longings and moved to the mountains. Dad was 
always interested in mining. After living in a nice 
house with water, electricity and a bathroom, it 
was a hard adjustment for the family. We lived in 
a small cabin at the Schroeder Ranch for three 
years before we moved to the Scarrol’s place.  It 
was closer to the Colorado School. Dad worked 
at different mines and found his own mine. We 
had a milk cow, chickens, a pig and a big garden. 
Mother canned all kinds of fruit and vegetables. 
My mother made all of us girls dresses out of 
nice clothes that my aunt found at yard sales. I 
know it was a hard life for our parents, but as 
children, we had nice lives. 

I graduated from the Colorado Grammar 
School in the spring of 1941. We moved to Mid-
pines that summer and our family was scattered 
in all directions — Mary to Merced, Mamie to 
Mariposa, our father went over to the New Idria 
Mines near Hollister to work. Mother and the 
rest of us stayed at Midpines. Betty and Bill went 
to the Bear Creek Grammar School and I went 
to Mariposa High. Mariposa High School was a 
small high school, and by the end of the war, it 
was much smaller. My class started out with 60 
students and when we graduated in 1945, there 
were only 11. Five of us are still alive. 

In the summer of 1945, the war was over 
and our boys came home. It was a very happy 
time in Mariposa. I went to work at the Bank of 
America and enjoyed all the good times having 
all the boys home. 

For Christmas, I received an engagement ring 
from Walter Scott. We were married in June 
1946. Walt worked with his father and broth-
er at the Scott’s Sawmill. Frank ran the sawmill 
and Walt worked in the woods bringing the logs 
to the mill. 

We lived in town, but spent lots of time in 
Jerseydale. Walt’s mother taught me how to 

keep the books for the sawmill so I took over 
the bookkeeping. Our first daughter, Susan, was 
born in March 1948 and in 1950, our second 
daughter Karen was born. Our little apartment 
became too small and we bought our first home 
on 5100 Bullion Street. We lived there for 27 
years. 

Sue and Karen went to Mariposa Elementa-
ry School. I was a teacher’s aide there when the 
job was strictly volunteer. I was also a Brown-
ie Scout and 4H leader, active in the PTA and 
Native Daughters. Our third daughter Julie 
was born on May 1, 1957 and, in 1961, our son 
Mark was born. 

We did some traveling, most of it in Cali-
fornia, but we had a busy life here in Maripo-
sa. Walt and his dad had a cattle business. We 
ran the cows on the ranch at Jerseydale in the 
summers and in the winters, we rented pasture 
from different ranchers. In 1960, we bought the 
ranch on Hornitos Road. In 1968, we sold our 
cows and rented the pasture to different cattle-
men through the years. 

Walt had started his own logging business 
in 1966. He went to work logging for Picker-
ing Lumber Company in Sonora and worked 
for them until 1977. Then he went to work for 
America Forest at North Fork.  He worked for 
them until all the new rules closed down most 
of the logging in the late 1990s. 

My father passed away in July 1965 and Walt 
lost his brother in a car accident in 1975, his 
mother in August 1975 and his dad in 1977. I 
lost my mother in May 1994. 

In 1976, Walt and I built our home in Jersey-
dale. We loved it up there in woods. It was al-
ways beautiful and the weather in the summer 
was wonderful. We had a wonderful life and 
our grandkids loved to visit us. Went on few 
trips, Alaska, Hawaii, Mexico, across the United 
states a couple times. We loved going to Nevada 
with all our old friends. 

In 2007 it all came to a end — I lost my best 
friend, husband, my first love and my life. Walt 
meant everything to me. 

I lived up in Jerseydale until 2015 when I 
sold my home to our youngest daughter, Julie 
and husband Dean. I live at Idlewheels now. I 
have a busy life; all my children live in Mari-
posa County. I have 10 grandchildren, four of 
who live in Mariposa. The rest live in California 
and New Mexico. I have 22 great-grand chil-
dren. We have a lot of birthday parties. I am a 
docent at the Mariposa Museum and I am Gail 
White-Stickles’ oldest yoga student. 

sary.”
Tyra created that quilt for her parents and has 

been completing eight to 10 quilts per year ever 
since — which is a conservative estimate, her 
husband, Tom, counters.

“I love fabric. It’s an addiction. It really is,” 
Tyra said.

When August rolls around and the fair draws 
near, anyone who knows the Tyra family knows 
what time it is. It’s time for Julie to turn on her 
mid-arm quilting machine, and soon the house 
will be buzzing with the noise of quilting. 

“It’s a nice legacy I want to leave for my kids,” 
Tyra says of her hobby.

In addition to making quilts for the fair, Tyra 
enjoys making quilts for weddings and other 

special occasions in the lives of loved ones.
“I think it’s a very special gift to receive,” she 

said.
As for the amount of money she spends each 

year on fabric, “I’d prefer not to say,” she said.
“I have a very large stash (of fabric),” Tyra 

admits.
Tyra said she enjoys the fair because it’s a 

chance to see old friends and extended family 
members again.

“It supports the community,” Tyra said. “You 
get to know your neighbors. You get to see oth-
er people’s talents.”

The Mariposa County Fair begins Friday and 
wraps up on Monday. Some of the highlights 
of the fair include Friday’s Family Fun Night, 
Saturday’s Demolition Derby, Sunday’s Amigo 
race and rodeo, and, of course, quilting con-
tests.

QUILT
From Page A1 

Mariposa Academy 
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Classes Enrolling for Fall & Winter Term
• Ballet - Cecchetti method,

       certified instruction
        • Jazz - Pre Teen & Teen
   • Modern & Contemporary Dance
•Junior Jazz • Gymnastics 
• Adult Classes (Ballet & Jazz)
• Small Classes - Carefully Taught

Tamara Andrews - Director• 742-7201  • 742-7303
Studio: 4607 Hwy. 49 South

org. In addition, KRYZ offi-
cials are in the process of work-
ing with other radio stations in 
the region to have them broad-
cast the event live, as well.

The debate is being present-
ed by the Mariposa Gazette. 
Greg Little, editor of the news-
paper, will serve as the moder-
ator at the event.

Because there are a limited 
number of tickets, the news-
paper has established a lottery 
system to distribute tickets. 
To apply for up to two tickets, 
send an email to greg@mari-
posagazette.com or stop by our 
office at 5108 Highway 140 in 
Mariposa and fill out a form.

“We are getting a huge re-
sponse for this debate,” said 
Little. “There are way more 
requests than tickets, so we 
feel this is the only fair way to 
distribute the tickets to the 
public.”

As part of the agreement, 
each campaign is getting 25 

percent of the tickets to dis-
tribute through their local 
election committees.

Ticket requests will be taken 
through Sept. 10. Once the lot-
tery is completed, those who 
are getting tickets will be noti-
fied by the newspaper.

The newspaper is also seek-
ing input from our readers re-
garding questions to ask at the 

debate. Those questions can 
be sent to the above email or 
brought into our office. You 
can also mail questions to 
Candidate Questions, Maripo-
sa Gazette, P.O. Box 38, Mari-
posa CA 95338.

All questions will be consid-
ered and the final determina-
tion will be made by the news-
paper.

Come see Faye at swine show
Editor,

My name is Claire Bertram. I am 11 years old 
and I am a member of the Don Pedro Ratters 
4-H. This is my second year in the swine project 
and fifth year in 4-H.

My family has lived in Mariposa County for 
eight generations and has been involved in ranch-
ing that entire time.

I am showing a Hampshire cross pig this year 
at the Mariposa County Fair that I plan to sell at 
the Junior Livestock Auction. I purchased my 
pig, Faye, from Priority 1 Show Pigs, owned by 
MC and Kari Gomes in Le Grand.

Over the past three months, I have cared for, 
fed and walked my pig daily. I continue to learn 
lots this year about the care needed to produce a 
good quality market and show animal.

I would like to invite you and your family to 
come to the Mariposa County Fair and Junior 
Livestock Auction. The auction will be held on 

Sunday, Sept. 2 starting at 3 p.m. at the Strathearn 
Pavilion (beef show ring) within the fairgrounds.

It’s real easy to get signed up as a buyer at the 
auction and there will be a buyer appreciation 
dinner starting as soon as the auction is over.

Please come enjoy a day at the fair, see all the 
4-H animals and spend some time at the auction. 
I will be in the swine barn before the auction and 
would welcome any questions you might have.

Thank you for taking the time to consider at-
tending the auction and I hope to see you there.

Clair Bertram
Coulterville

Attempt made to print all letters
Editor’s note: We made every attempt to get 

in all of the letters from 4-H and FFA members 
inviting the public to the livestock auctions and 
other events at the fair. Some of the letters came 
in after our deadline and we apologize if we 
didn’t get those in the newspaper.
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The great debate is coming Sunday
McClintock, Morse to square off in only scheduled event to date

The stage is set for a major political debate 
this Sunday in Mariposa.

The debate will feature incumbent Rep. Tom 
McClintock, a Republican, and his Democrat 
challenger, Jessica Morse.

It will be held at 2 p.m. Sunday at the Fiester 
Auditorium on the campus of Mariposa Coun-
ty High School.

The debate will be broadcast live on KRYZ-

FM Radio, 98.5 on the FM dial. It is also being 
streamed live on the radio station’s website at kry-
zradio.org. Other radio stations around California 
Congressional District 4 will also be broadcasting 
the debate.

The debate is being hosted by the Mariposa Ga-
zette.

Tickets are required to get into the debate, said 

By GREG LITTLE
Editor

It equates to American icons like 
the Ford Mustang or Disneyland.

Airstream.
The sleek, silver travel trailers are 

of American lore. They were first 
manufactured in the 1930s and to 
this day are made in Jackson Cen-
ter, Ohio.

As a tourist destination, Mariposa 
County welcomes Airstreams from 
all over the country as many fami-
lies, for generations, have used the 
trailers.

But now, Mariposa County is 

Airstream ‘glamp’ground 
to offer unique experience
Iconic American trailers to be centerpiece of new park

Submitted photos
Above is what the new campsites will look like at the new AutoCamp Yosemite park located in Midpines. Below is the 
inside of one of the Airstream trailers.

School board
moves ahead
with new plans

By MATT JOHNSON
Assistant Editor

Employees at Pioneer 
Market received quite 
the scare last week when 
a 78-year-old woman 
crashed a 2014 Chrysler 
van into the side of the 
building.

Carol Price Lichten-
stein, the driver of the ve-
hicle, was unharmed, ac-
cording to officials from 
the California Highway 
Patrol, which responded 
to the incident.

The incident occurred 
last Thursday around 
9:50 a.m. in Mariposa. 
Emergency responders 

Van crashes into Pioneer, no one injured

Photo by Matt Johnson
The van crashed into management offices at Pioneer Market. This view is from the 
inside of the store.

Pacific Gas & Electric is making another push to re-
move vegetation from Mariposa County.

PG&E officials announced last week it is accelerat-
ing its vegetation management work in the central and 
southern regions of the Sierra Nevada mountain, in-
cluding Mariposa County.

The effort, officials said, is in response to extraordi-
nary wildfire season this year in California. According 
to CAL FIRE, more than 5,800 wildfires have already 
burned more than 1.4 million acres. That includes 
nearly 100,000 acres scorched by the Ferguson Fire in 

PG&E stepping up 
vegetation removal

Willey gets more than
seven years in prison
By MATT JOHNSON
Assistant Editor

A Mariposa man was sentenced to 
over seven years in prison for crimes 
relating to a Sept. 22, 2017 incident in 
which he broke into a house in Mar-
iposa County and callously assaulted 
a man who was with his ex-girlfriend.

Judge Robert F. Moody sentenced 
Luke Willey, 38, to seven years and 
four months last Thursday in Mariposa County Supe-
rior Court. Moody is a judge from outside of Maripo-
sa County who presided over the case.

The length of the sentence was doubled to over sev-
en years because of Willey’s previous record as a felon. 
Willey will also be required to pay restitution and var-
ious court fees.

Luke Willey

By MATT JOHNSON
Assistant Editor

Moments after passing an agenda item to move 
forward with a major renovation project at Mariposa 
County High School, Superintendent Robin Hopper 
took a moment to celebrate.

Then it was quickly 
back to business.

Yes, the Mariposa 
County Unified School 
District board of trustees 
unanimously passed an 
agenda item last Thurs-
day, authorizing the dis-
trict to move forward on 
the first major phase of 
the MCHS moderniza-
tion process.

Close to $10 million in 
Measure L bond funds 

will be set aside to be used for the project.
The project is being broken up into what is consid-

ered two increments.
The first increment will cost an estimated 

$4,832,890.74 and includes: main building exterior 
restoration; boys locker shower new roof; new gym-
nasium HVAC system; gymnasium/locker shower 

New building at high school
will be the focus of first phase
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This drawing provided by the company depicts the clubhouse and swimming pool area at the new Airstream camp-
ground in Midpines. The company is planning on a Feb. 1 opening date.

going to be the home of 83 Airstream trailers, perma-
nently placed in a unique location where guests from 
around the world will get to have the experience.

“It’s a really unique lodging property,” said Brendon 
Haffner, general manager of AutoCamp Yosemite.

AutoCamp Yosemite is an Airstream park being de-
veloped on the site of the former KOA campground, 
located in Midpines.

The 35-acre property is currently undergoing massive 
changes, said Haffner, as sites are being readied for the 
iconic trailers.

In fact, there are already 11 of the Airstreams set up 
and ultimately, the site will feature 83 Airstreams, 20 
luxury tents and three cabin suites. There will also be 
five handicapped-accessible units which can be rented.

There will be a clubhouse with a rooftop deck as well 
as a heated swimming pool.

All of the Airstream trailers are custom designed by 
the design firm Anacapa and built exclusively by Air-
stream.

Interestingly, said Haffner, each of the trailers is towed 
from Ohio to Midpines for what is essentially their one 
and only journey. The trailers will remain as built by 
Airstream, with the wheels and tires left intact so guests 
get the entire experience.

If everything goes as planned, the new park will be 
opening on Feb. 1 and it’s a date Haffner looks forward 
to happening.

“There is a lot of work going on,” said Haffner. “Every-
thing is on schedule.”

That includes getting the sites ready as well as con-
structing the clubhouse and pool. They are also relining 
the pond on the site so it can be used by guests. Land-
scaping work, too, is a major component of the work 
that is happening.

 
A logical choice

AutoCamp is a relatively new company and currently 
operates two other parks, one in Santa Barbara and one 
at the Russian River about 90 miles north of San Fran-
cisco in wine country.

Haffner called developing a park near Yosemite Na-
tional Park the “next logical step” for the company.

He came on board with the company in July after 
spending most of his career in the hotel industry. Haff-
ner, his wife and their two children moved to Mariposa 
from Denver.

“I’m a hospitality person,” said Haffner.
He’s also an “Airstream guy,” currently living in one 

and in the process of restoring a historic trailer for the 
family’s future home.

Those two passions made Haffner the perfect fit for 
coming to Mariposa, first to oversee construction of the 
park and then to become its general manger.

Haffner said “glamping,” as some call the modern 
camping experience, is becoming more popular and he 
feels this will serve people looking for that boutique ho-
tel experience that also includes outdoor experiences.

But, said Haffner, one of the reasons the company felt 
this was a good choice was because of the famed park 
to the east.

“Yosemite is a world-class destination,” said Haffner. 

“National parks work well with AutoCamp. It’s really a 
base to jump off of. People can go out and enjoy nature. 
It’s unique.”

He also said Airstream trailers were “the perfect fit. 
They are well designed and well built.”

“Capitalizing on the success of our Santa Barbara 
and Russian River properties, we are embarking on our 
most exciting project to date,” said Neil Dipaola, CEO 
and co-founder of AutoCamp. “We have assembled a 
talented and creative team of architects, designers and 
hospitality executives to further highlight the beauty of 
the property and make AutoCamp Yosemite a truly dis-
tinct and thoughtful guest experience.”

Positive for county
Haffner said the company has been using a lot of local 

companies and materials in the construction phase of 
the project.

“Local people are doing the work,” said Haffner. “We 
try to source locally as much as possible. I want to work 
with the community.”

When it is completed, the park will employ around 35 
people, he said.

That includes management, front desk, housekeep-
ing, maintenance and landscaping personnel.

“It’s a hotel,” he said. “We’re going to run it like a ho-
tel.”

He also said the company plans to pay wages that are 
“above market value.”

It will also mean a boost in the transient occupancy 
tax collections for the county. 

Haffner also pointed out that because of the Ferguson 
Fire, the company has set up a program of donations to 
assist in recovery.

Reservations are now being accepted, and the com-
pany will donate $25 from each reservation made by 
Nov. 1. The money will go to the Yosemite/Sequoia 
Resource Conservation and Development Council to 
support fire prevention and ecological conservation in 
the area impacted by the fire.

Reservations can be made at www.autocamp.com.

Haffner said they have already booked more than $1 
million in reservations. He said those have come “from 
all over the world.”

Economic boost
Another important factor, said Haffner, is there will 

be no on-site restaurant, meaning guests will be encour-
aged to go into Mariposa to eat and shop.

“I want to work with the community,” said Haffner.
The park will have a marketplace with some offerings 

as well as a retail shop. Most of the food offerings will 
be geared for people who want to go back to their trailer 
and cook out. They will also have a basic breakfast for 
guests.

“A lot of people will go downtown to eat and shop,” 
said Haffner, which is exactly the goal of company of-
ficials.

Haffner said he has visited with many local business 
owners, government officials and residents about the 
park.

“I think most people are very excited about it,” said 
Haffner. “They are excited there is something new and 
so unique to the area. The town has been so welcoming 
and receptive and excited about this project.”

The new park, with its various amenities, will be “fam-
ily friendly,” he said, a major goal of the company.

They will have evening campfires which he said “cre-
ates unique campfire conversations.”

They also will have games and other entertainment in 
the clubhouse. 

In addition, they will have 12 mountain bikes which 
guests can take for free to use in the area.

He also noted the park has a YARTS stop along the 
highway and they will encourage guests to visit Yosem-
ite by bus.

For Haffner, being able to manage such a unique 
property is something he is happy to be doing, saying 
the company is flexible and allows input on designs, ac-
commodation requirements and other matters.

He’s also happy to be living in Mariposa County, a 
place he called friendly and welcoming.

UNIQUE
From Page A1 

Greg Little, editor and co-owner of the newspaper, who 
will also serve as moderator. 

If a person does not have a ticket, they will not be al-
lowed into the auditorium.

Half of the 360 tickets were given to each of the cam-
paign committees and the other half were distributed by 
the newspaper through a lottery. Those tickets were sent 
out in the U.S. mail last week.

“We have very limited seating and the venue is small as 
it is,” he said. “We have to control the event so that the 
candidates can give complete answers about the import-
ant issues facing this district and the country.”

There are rules in place for audience members, said 
Little. No backpacks or water bottles are allowed into the 
venue. 

Additionally, Little said attendees will be asked to turn 
their cell phones off. Internet service at the high school 
is being used for the live broadcast of the debate and it is 
needed for that purpose.

Those in attendance are asked to be in their seats by 
1:45 p.m. as there will be instructions and introductions 

prior to going live on the radio.
Security will be present during the debate, including 

outside in the parking lot area at the high school. Both 
the Mariposa County Sheriff ’s Office and the California 
Highway Patrol are assisting with the security aspect of 
the event.

The format of the debate will include opening state-
ments by each candidate and then questions will be 
asked to each candidate by the moderator. Each will have 
a set time to respond. It is expected to last approximately 
an hour and a half. 

Both of the candidates will also be giving closing re-
marks.

“This is a major debate and is being watched across the 
district, the state and even country,” said Little.

Questions for the debate have been solicited by the 
newspaper and the final questions will be based on those 
submissions. He said a lot of questions have been sub-
mitted covering a wide variety of issues.

“We are trying to narrow it down to the most import-
ant issues,” said Little. 

The topics in the current political climate are wide, he 
said, making it difficult to narrow it down to the limited 
questions that will be asked during the debate

Another major issue, he said, is making sure those in 
the audience adhere to the rules of conduct. Audience 
members are being asked to not have any outbursts. Lit-
tle said security personnel will remove anyone who at-
tempts to disrupt the debate.

“We want to show everyone that Mariposa can host a 
debate, it will be civil and that will hopefully put us in a 
position to host debates well into the future,” said Little.

He said the goal is to make sure the candidates can 
answer as many questions as possible with no interrup-
tions.

To date, this is the only debate that has been agreed 
upon by both candidates.

There was one other debate in South Lake Tahoe that 
was supposed to take place, but McClintock pulled out 
of that debate, citing what he saw as bias from the organi-
zation sponsoring the debate.

This race was recently listed as competitive by several 
national polling organizations. Morse has raised more 
campaign money than McClintock, however, the district 
does have a majority of registered Republicans.

The district stretches along the eastern part of Califor-
nia, from Auburn to some of the suburbs surrounding 
the Fresno area.

DEBATE
From Page A1 

Mariposa County.
New state vegetation and fire safety standards are in 

place and officials at PG&E said they have been work-
ing to meet those benchmarks. Those rules require a 
clearance of 4 feet around power lines in high fire threat 
areas with recommended minimum clearances of 12 
feet or more at the time of trimming to ensure year-
around compliance.

The press release stated PG&E is working to address 
the issue of overhanging branches or limbs, which have 
the potential to come into contact with power lines.

They are also continuing to partner with customers 
in extreme fire hazard areas to create fire defense zones 

by reducing vegetation below and near power lines that 
could act as fuel in a wildfire.

Work is already underway in several counties, offi-
cials said. More than 400 tree workers are assigned to 
the local region along with more than 160 inspectors. 
Work sites will change regularly as electric circuit areas 
are cleared in high-risk areas.

The main location of the operation is in Sonora and 
there will be smaller sites in Angels Camp, Mariposa, 
Oakhurst and Groveland.

In Mariposa County, officials said there are nearly 
162 miles of circuit-related work in the Bootjack, Fish 
Camp, Greeley Hill, Mariposa, Midpines and Wawona 
areas. The work is expected to continue into the winter.

For more information, call (877) 295-4949 or visit 
pge.com.

Submitted photo
Crews from PG&E are ramping up efforts to remove hazardous vegetation in Mariposa County. They have established 
a “micro” location at the fairgrounds in Mariposa.

REMOVAL
From Page A1 
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McClintock, Morse square off at debate

Photo by Matt Johnson
Rep. Tom McClintock and challenger Jessica Morse are shown on the stage this past Sunday in the auditorium at Mariposa County High School. The 
candidates shared their views on a wide variety of issues, from Yosemite National Park to the news media.

Differing
views are
obvious
at forum

By GREG LITTLE
Editor

Fake news. Enemy of the 
people. Propaganda. 

It almost seems unre-
al these terms are making 
headlines in the 21st cen-
tury, but that’s the current 
climate.

“Some people don’t real-
ize the news they get is bi-
ased,” said Mariposa County 
Librarian Janet Chase-Wil-
liams, referring to non-credible news sources and social 
media sites.

Because of that, and since the library deals daily in in-
formation, Williams decided to take the next step.

The library will be hosting a meeting next month fo-
cusing on the subject, including a keynote speech by an 

author who has written 
about the matter.

Donald A. Barclay is 
the author of “Fake News, 
Propaganda and Plain Old 
Lies: How to find trust-
worthy information in the 
digital age” and he will be 
speaking at the event.

It will be held at 2 p.m., 
Saturday, Oct. 13 in the 
chambers of the Mariposa 
County Board of Supervi-
sors. Everyone is invited 
to attend.

There will be a recep-
tion afterward and the 
author will have books 
available. Chase-Williams 

Fake news to 
be subject of 
planned event

Submitted photo
Shown is the cover of the 
author’s book. Donald 
Barclay will be making a 
presentation on Oct. 13 in 
Mariposa.

Author of recent book 
to give keynote address

Donald Barclay

COMING SOON
By MATT JOHNSON
Assistant Editor

The annual Mariposa County Con-
tractor’s Association Outdoor Home 
and Garden Show will have something for just about 
everyone this year.

It is scheduled on Saturday, Oct. 6 from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. and is held at the Mariposa County Fairgrounds. 
The show is free to attend.

There will, of course, be a variety 
of local contractors available to con-
sult about home projects. There will 
also be building department experts 
and experts with a focus on garden-

ing.
“We’re trying to widen the participation” said Brooke 

Hanner, MCCA president. “We’re trying to open it up 

Contractor’s show to offer something for all
Find out who is going to 

be there on page A-5

By MATT JOHNSON
Assistant Editor

If you love a good bargain, you’ll enjoy two events 
scheduled for Oct. 6 and 7 in Mariposa County.

One is the 32nd annual Hornitos Flea Market, which 
is slated Sunday, Oct. 7 in the historic setting of Horni-
tos. Gates open at 7 a.m. and the event lasts until 3 p.m. 
Admission is free.

Organizers stress that no dogs are allowed in the sale 
area. 

There are all kinds of antiques and collectibles sold 
at the event, such as furniture, dolls or just about any-
thing else one might collect. 

“It’s all antiques and old things. Some people clean 
out their garages,” said Mary Anne Visher, one of the 

Good deals coming at two flea markets 

Come fly away at event slated for airport
A new event is coming to the Mariposa-Yosemite Air-

port in October.
Wings and Wheels Fest is slated for Saturday, Oct. 6 

from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Free admission is offered to the 
public.

“Bring the whole family,” said airport manager Tony 
Borreson.

It will also feature a pancake breakfast starting at 7 

a.m. for those who wish to attend.
Airplane rides for adults will be $20 while rides for 

children 12 and under will cost $10.
There will also be vintage and classic automobiles on 

display.
One of the other highlights of the event will be a 

Go West Festival set to return Oct. 13-14
By MATT JOHNSON
Assistant Editor

Get your cowboy boots and hats on, 
and get ready to experience life in the 
old west.

The third annual Go West Festival is 
set to return to Mariposa on Saturday, 
Oct. 13 and Sunday, Oct. 14. It will of-
fer a wide variety of free activities, including gunfight-
ing demonstrations, gold panning, live music, cornhole 

tournament and much more.
“It’s a family friendly event. There is 

a lot for everybody to do for all ages,” 
said Go West chairperson Shantel 
Wight.

One of the major differences this 
year is the fact it is a two day event. 
The previous two years the event has 
only been held on one day.

By MATT JOHNSON
Assistant Editor

It was democracy in its 
purest form.

The Mariposa Gazette 
hosted what will possibly 
be the only debate be-
tween U.S. Rep. Tom Mc-
Clintock, R-Elk Grove, 
and Democrat challenger 
Jessica Morse, on Sunday 
in Mariposa.  To date, nei-
ther candidate has agreed 
to any other debate. 

What better place to 
hold such an American 
event than the historic 
auditorium at Mariposa 
County High School?

McClintock and Morse 
sparred for 90 minutes 
over the course of the af-
ternoon and answered 10 
different questions posed 
by moderator Greg Little, 
editor of the Gazette. Lit-
tle was reading questions 
submitted to the Gazette 
from members of the 
community.

The crowd in atten-

See DEALS on Page A-11

See FLY on Page A-11

See GO WEST on Page A-11

See FAKE 
on Page A-11

(209) 966-5847
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DEBATE
From Page A1 

 NEED CASH? WE BUY USED GUNS & COLLECTIONS - CALL FOR DETAILS

Starting At

While Supplies Last

While Supplies Last

 Multiple AR-15’s in Stock GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE

Archery Supplies & Equipment • No Interest Layaway
Certified Firearms & CCW Training Available • Call for Details

5094 JESSIE STREET
Suite A, Mariposa

Behind Stage Stop Mini Mart
(Ground Floor)

209-966-3777
OPEN

 TUES - FRI 10 A.M. ‘TIL 6 P.M.
SAT. 10 A.M. ‘TIL 5 P.M.

We will Meet or Beat any
Locally Advertised Gun Price!

Prices good while supplies last.

$79900 P238 TSSSig Sauer

$61900 
ONLY

P238 TSSSig Sauer

 Lower Receivers
Starting At

$4999 
While Supplies Last

Starting At

 Multiple AR-15’s in Stock

$
Sig Sauer

M&P Shields
98L40

$39900 

dance at the debate became a bit noisy 
early on in the debate, receiving a warn-
ing from Little.

“The next outburst, you’re out of here,” 
Little said. “This is about them talking to 
us, and not about you. Let’s be respectful.”

The event was broadcast on live ra-
dio on KRYZ 98.5 FM. The Gazette also 
streamed the event live on Facebook and 
the replay is available for the public to 
view. Video from the event will soon be 
aired on C-SPAN, and details of when 
that broadcast will occur will be shared 
with the public via the Gazette Facebook 
page. 

Each candidate was given five minutes 
for opening statements. 

McClintock spoke first, and expressed 
gratitude for the opportunity to debate in 
Mariposa. 

“In this hyerpartisan environment it’s 
hard to find truly neutral places to hold 
these debates,” said McClintock. 

He then spoke about the achievements 
in the past two years since the 2016 elec-
tion, focusing on the economy.

“This past year we instituted tax cuts 
that are working,” he said. “The econo-
my is growing twice as fast as it averaged 
during the Obama years ... We have seen 
tremendous economic results. ... Con-
sumer confidence is at a 17-year high.”

He said the average family in the dis-
trict will be paying $1,900 less in taxes 
this year.

Morse shared that she is a fifth-gener-
ation resident of the Sierra foothills. She 
spoke about her time serving the govern-
ment, calling herself a “home grown pub-
lic servant.”

“I’ve dedicated my career to public 
service,” Morse said. “I was working for 
American people, our country and our 
democracy.”

She criticized McClintock for voting 
with his party 95 percent of the time.

Following opening statements, the de-
bate then launched. The topics debated 
included:

Wildfires
Mariposa County has had to endure 

two wildfires over the last two summers, 
the Detwiler and Ferguson fires. Major 
wildfires are a problem that doesn’t seem 
to be getting better.

McClintock called for removing excess 
timber before it burns, and said modern 
regulations have made that difficult. 

“We have tried these policies for 45 
years and I think after 45 years, we are en-
titled to ask, ‘How are our forests doing?’ 
We have got to change those laws and we 
are making progress in changing them,” 
McClintock said.

Morse urged a greater investment into 
fire prevention and forest management.

“Smart logging absolutely needs to 
happen. We also need to be invested in 
grazing and fire breaks, and all of the tools 
necessary in controlled burns that our 
CAL FIRE and our forest service are ask-
ing for,” Morse said. 

Criticisms of each candidate
Both candidates didn’t hesitate to attack 

the other for having what they considered 
weak association with District 4.

One of the most common criticisms 
of McClintock is that he doesn’t live in 
the district he represents and therefore, 
doesn’t understand the issues; he lives in 
Elk Grove, a suburb of Sacramento. 

Morse quickly went on the attack.
Morse said McClintock started his po-

litical career in Southern California and 
eventually, he “unfortunately landed with 
us.”

“He doesn’t evacuate from a forest fire 
like the rest of us,” Morse used as one ex-
ample. “We need someone representing 
us who understands our community.”

Morse said she was proud of her role 
as an adviser to the military and was dis-

appointed in McClintock for not visiting 
Iraq and Afghanistan during his time in 
Congress.

“In the 10 years he has been in office ... 
he has never once gone to Iraq or Afghan-
istan to understand what is really happen-
ing,” Morse said.

McClintock said it is true he lives just 
outside the district in Elk Grove but 
quickly went on the attack, calling Morse 
“hypocritical.”

“The question is not where you live, it’s 
where you stand,” McClintock said. 

“Jessica never lived in the 4th Congres-
sional District until she rented a house 
last year so she could claim residency 
and come here to campaign against me 
as a carpetbagger,” he added. “Elk Grove 
is actually closer to where we are now 
than Pollock Pines, where she’s renting a 
house.”

“Jessica should be proud of serving our 
government. I am also proud of serving 
our government,” McClintock further 
said. “I don’t understand why she attacks 
me for my choice of public service while 
she extols her own.”

Morse responded by saying McClin-
tock has repeatedly voted against “our 
community.” 

“We deserve to have someone who 
knows and loves our community,” Morse 
said. 

Climate change
Wildfires have been a major issue 

throughout the state, and both candidates 
were asked whether they believe climate 
change is caused by human activity.

“The planet’s been warming on and off 
since the last Ice Age,” McClintock re-
sponded. “The climate has been changing 
for 4.5 billion years. The extent to which 
human activity has a role to play is being 
hotly debated right now.” 

He said that “there’s a lot we still don’t 
know about the feedback mechanisms 
within our climates.”

“The policy we hear from the left is mas-
sive taxes on fossil fuels, massive taxes on 
energy,” McClintock said.

McClintock said California should 
adopt “practical approaches,” such as 
building more reservoirs to store water 
and thinning forests to reduce the threat 
of wildfires.

“...I think these would do a world of 
good,” McClintock said.

Morse said climate change is “matter of 
life and death” and said “proactive solu-
tions” need to be found.

She said climate change is even a threat 
to national security.

“I saw this firsthand,” Morse said, 
during her time consulting with the mil-
itary. “We need to have current thinking 
on this challenge.”

Immigration
Both candidates were in favor of bol-

stering the United States’ presence along 
the U.S.-Mexico border, but they suggest-
ed different ways of doing so.

Morse said “a strong country does need 
strong borders, but we also need immigra-
tion reform.” She called the current sys-
tem “broken” and said building a wall “is 
expensive and passive.” Instead, she wants 
to increase border security by utilizing 
drones and developing “biometric visas” 
that could monitor who is supposed to be 
in the country and who isn’t.

She said she didn’t believe walls are 
“necessarily the most successful ap-
proach,” referencing Ronald Reagan ask-
ing the Berlin Wall to be taken down.

McClintock responded by saying “the 
biggest problem” with the country’s im-
migration laws is “they haven’t been en-
forced.” He agreed with President Donald 
Trump’s desire to construct a border wall.

He added he is sympathetic to Dream-
ers and is willing to consider laws that 
would give legal status to Dreamers but 
only “after our borders are secured and 
our immigration laws are enforced.”

He said illegal immigration “makes a 

mockery” of those who enter the country 
legally, and that it costs the country bil-
lions of dollars.

“We have got to secure our borders,” 
McClintock said.

Healthcare
McClintock called Obamacare — the 

healthcare plan enacted under former 
President Barack Obama’s term — a “lie.” 
He said an ideal health plan would consist 
of a “patient-centered system.”

“We want a system where patients are 
back in charge, to make the choices them-
selves, with the means to afford it,” Mc-
Clintock said.

 McClintock derided the Bernie Sand-
ers “Medicare for all” plan that he claimed 
Morse supported, but Morse shot down 
the notion she supported that plan.

“I will direct you to my website, where 
my policies are clearly stated,” Morse said. 
“What I am supporting is a strategy to 
ensure that everyone, regardless of if you 
live in a rural, or an urban, or a suburban 
community, have access to affordable, 
quality health care because our lives de-
pend on it.”

She stressed the need for “price trans-
parency bills” so people can see what is 
driving up prices for goods and services 
in the healthcare system.

She said McClintock has brushed off 
preexisting conditions as “nuisances.”

“These aren’t nuisances,” Morse said. 
“They’re a matter of life and death. ... For 
Congressman McClintock, our health in-
surance, our healthcare policies are a mat-
ter of political debate and ideology. For 
me, it is a matter of life and death and I 
will fight for you every day.”

McClintock said Morse has “misrepre-
sented” his standpoints. 

Visitor center
Another criticism of McClintock is the 

fact he voted against a visitor center in 
Mariposa County a number of years ago.

Morse said she “knows how precious” 
Yosemite is and added McClintock “de-
cided to pick winners and losers” and 
Mariposa ended up a loser in this in-
stance.

“I would fight to ensure we have a vis-
itor center,” Morse said. “Congressman 
McClintock’s proposals have under-
mined Yosemite throughout.”

McClintock said the proposal brought 
to him was to elevate Mariposa above all 
other gateway communities.

“I will not support one group over 
another on an important question like 
that,” McClintock said.

News media
McClintock said he supports First 

Amendment rights, and added that the 
rights to speak and publish are “essen-
tial.” 

He emphasized he doesn’t believe the 
national media is an enemy to the peo-
ple, but he does believe the media is be-
coming more one-sided and partisan. He 
added that he wished President Trump, 
who has drawn criticism for his portray-
al of the media, “would be a little more 
careful about what he tweets.”

Morse said “we have to protect our 
journalists” and journalistic integrity, 
and said we cannot “spiral into” news 
that is not delivered by real journalists.

She added that people around the na-
tion need to be “discerning” when read-
ing the news and seeking to find truth. 

“Even when I get criticized or praised 
in the press, I will always stand up for a 
free press,” Morse said, noting that the 
Founding Fathers believed a free press 
was necessary.

Closing statements
McClintock and Morse also answered 

questions about housing, education and 
the national debt. They then went on to 
share their closing thoughts. 

Morse said McClintock’s campaign has 
been built on trying to distort her record.

“It’s not about nitpicking or under-
mining or distorting someone. It’s about 
what I can do for you,” Morse said. “I will 
fight for you every single day because I 
have always been committed to support-
ing the American people and our com-
munity.”

She said she is holding herself to a 
higher standard, and called it “The New 
Morse Code.” She said it is her com-
mitment to put the community and the 
country first, above “partisan games.” 
She said she will fight for solutions that 
last for generations, not political cycles.  

“Every day I will answer to you,” Morse 
said. “I humbly ask for your support and 
your vote on Nov. 6.”

McClintock concluded the afternoon 
by telling the audience there was a “very, 
very clear difference in vision.”

“Are we going to return to the old qual-
ities that built America, or will we pur-
sue ideals that crippled other countries?” 
McClintock said. 

He then asked the audience to consid-
er whether they are better off today than 
they were two years ago. 

“If you are, I need your help to contin-
ue the path we’re on,” McClintock said.

Photo by Matt Johnson
Ron Iudice, left, and 
Kevin Bowman from 
KRYZ Radio in Mar-
iposa are shown in 
the booth at the au-
ditorium at Mariposa 
County High School 
just prior to the de-
bate. KRYZ handled 
a lot of the technical 
matters associated 
with presenting a 
debate. The radio 
station and newspa-
per worked for the 
past three months 
arranging the logis-
tics for the debate, 
as well as getting 
the auditorium set 
up for the event. 
They also coordi-
nated with several 
other radio stations 
around the area that 
also broadcast the 
event live. You can 
visit kryzradio.org 
for more information 
about the station 
as well as when 
the debate will be 
rebroadcast.
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Gazette letters policy

Allison Byerley

At the Mariposa Gazette, we welcome your letters to the editor. 
In fact, we encourage opinions from our readers because that is 
one of the fundamental purposes of the newspaper.

Letters to the editor should be kept to 350 words and email sub-
mission is preferred. Letters can be emailed to greg@mariposag-
azette.com. All letters must include the author’s name, hometown 

and contact information. Only the name and hometown will be 
printed. We do not accept anonymous letters.

In addition, there are occasions when we will accept and print 
guest opinions which are more than 350 words in length. Those 
are considered on a case by case basis. Writers are encouraged 
to contact Greg Little, editor, to discuss submitting a guest opinion.

If you have any questions about this policy, don’t hesitate to con-
tact us at the email above or by phone at (209) 966-2500. 

We appreciate input from our loyal readers.

Greg Little

Having had some time to reflect about the 
congressional debate we hosted, overall I am 
happy.

I am also still tired. It’s hard to explain just 
how much work goes into a political debate, 
especially one of this caliber that featured 
candidates for the U.S. House of Represen-
tatives.

Rep. Tom McClintock and challenger 
Jessica Morse exchanged their views for an 
hour and a half on the stage of the auditori-
um at Mariposa County High School.

It was an interesting afternoon and we, 
for the most part, have received positive 
reviews. There are always critics and that is 
expected, but in general, people were happy 
these candidates chose to come to Mariposa. 
I haven’t researched 164 years of this news-
paper, but I’m pretty sure its the first time 

it has hosted a con-
gressional debate.

One of the main 
reasons I feel good 
about what hap-
pened is really quite 
simple: Democracy 
can be civil.

In our political 
discourse in this day 
and age, politics is 
anything but civil. 
In fact, it’s just the 
opposite. If one can-

didate runs an ad blasting the other, then the 
opponent runs something even more dire. 
That is our politics today.

But that simply wasn’t the case in the audi-
torium at the high school.

And that was our goal from the beginning.
During all of the preparation for this de-

bate, one comment stuck in my head more 
than any other. It came from Ron Iudice of 
KRYZ Radio, our partner in the event.

As we were discussing the setup and how 
the questions would be handled, we also 
talked about making sure the audience be-
haved. We all felt strongly the audience had 
to behave, or we’d look like the other circus-
es which now pass as forums or debates.

Ron made the comment that if we could 
make that happen, it could set an example. 
That was just after we found out C-SPAN 
was interested in airing the event.

Maybe if a national audience was able to 
see how democracy can still work in this 
country, others would take note.

Sure, that’s pie in the sky stuff, especially 
considering just how many people from 
outside of this area or even California might 
watch our little ‘ol debate from Mariposa.

That’s a question for which we will never 
know the answer. However, it did not change 
our goal. Maybe someone in Podunk, Kan-
sas, would see what we were doing and say 
that’s what they wanted to see in political 
discourse.

Heck, maybe someone in Atlanta might 
see it and make an attempt to do the same.

We can dream, you know.
As we moved closer to the event, I could 

not get that comment from Ron out of my 
head. That we could set the standard and 
show the entire world we have a little class 
and can steer such an event in a positive 
manner was a great concept.

I think the turning point came when some 
knothead in the audience decided it was 
time to yell at one of the candidates. I had 
to go back to the tape to see what I actual-
ly said, but let’s just say I was livid at that 
moment.

The audience was not there to hear some-
one yelling at the candidates. They were 
there to hear the candidates and their views. 
That was the entire point. I believe I made 
that clear and there were no more outbursts.

Some people might look at us as “back-
woods” or behind the times and, in some 
ways, that is the case. We like our little piece 
of America here in Mariposa County.

But it also speaks to how political dis-
course can actually work. That’s how is used 
to be years ago, when elected officials in 
Washington disagreed adamantly on issues 
and then went down to the local watering 
hole to have a belt.

Those days are gone — at least in Wash-
ington.

I firmly believe those days can still be 
alive and well around these parts. Certainly, 
the climate is different, but when people in 
Mariposa County put their minds to it, we 
can be better.

Everyone who came to the debate proved 
that to be the case and it makes me proud to 
have been a small part of county history.

Greg Little is editor of the Mariposa Gazette 
and can be reached at greg@mariposagazette.
com.

BETWEEN THE LINES

Democracy
can work, as
debate proves

By REBECCA ADAMS

Since 1982, “Banned Books Week” 
has been held every year in the last 
week of September to encourage 
education and advocacy about the 
problem of censorship.

One of the top books to be chal-
lenged in the last two decades is the 
Harry Potter series by J.K. Rowling. 
In 2017 some of the top challenged 
books were “Thirteen Reasons Why” 
by Jay Asher, “The Kite Runner” by 
Khaled Hosseini, “The Hate U Give” 
by Angie Thomas and “To Kill a Mock-
ingbird” by Harper Lee, according to 
the American Library Association’s 
(ALA) Office for Intellectual Freedom 
(OIF).

This might sound like something out 
of “Fahrenheit 451” by Ray Bradbury, 
which ironically is on the Top 100 
Banned/Challenged Books of 2000-
2009, however it is still an issue in 
our current age where information is 
everywhere and readily accessible.

“Censorship stands in direct oppo-
sition to freedom. There is no better 
reason to fight it than that,” says librari-
an Karen Dusek. “Books are important 
because they allow you to learn and to 
explore.”

Since banned book week was 
launched, the ALA and the OIF have 
worked to compile a list of challenged 
books based on reports from libraries, 
schools and the media, so the public 
can be aware and informed about 
censorship and how it affects libraries, 
schools and information freedom.

Librarian 
Isa Rodrigues 
asserts: “It 
should not 
be up to a 
certain party 
to control 
these things, 
it should be 
up to the 
people.”

Books that 
include con-

tent by or about people of color, LGBT 
people and/or people with disabilities 
like “Absolutely True Diary of a Part-
Time Indian” by Sherman Alexie, “Boy 
Meets Boy” by David Levithan and “I 
Know Why the Caged Bird Sings” by 
Maya Angelou are some of the most 
frequently challenged.

“People are not comfortable with 
those topics, feel that they are not 
right,” explains Rodrigues, “and so they 
try to make that decision for everyone”

To fight censorship and protect 
information freedom, Cat Hannu-
la, outreach librarian from the CSU 
Stanislaus library, says that “one of the 
easiest ways is to buy the book. The 
thing that makes Harry Potter such an 
interesting choice for a banned book is 
how popular and how renowned it is 
and that brings itself a certain type of 
power.”

However, there are books that are 
deemed unacceptable for minors which 
leads to books being challenged and 
banned in schools.

Parents against Bad Books in Schools 

(PABBIS) states that “some of the 
material in these K-12 school books 
is extremely controversial and many 
people would consider it objectionable 
or inappropriate for children.”

PABBIS offers age appropriateness, 
good taste, education goals, relevance 
to curriculum, standards of learning 
and program of instruction and neces-
sity as criteria to determine whether a 
book is bad or good. PABBIS’ goal is to 
allow parents to determine what books 
should be taught to their children 
based on their unique situation and 
family values.

Rodrigues said “there are certain 
things that should be censored, things 
that families should have the option to 
teach their kids.”

We attempted to contact the ALA, 
the Banned Book Weeks coordinator 
and PABBIS for comment but were 
unable to.

The Banned Books Week Coalition, 
an alliance of organizations that want 
to increase awareness of banned books 
week and the freedom to read, is made 
up of many different organizations 
including the American Library Asso-
ciation (ALA), The Comic Book Legal 
Defense Fund, The Freedom To Read 
Foundation, The National Council of 
Teachers of English and others.

If you would like to report censorship 
call 1-800-545-2433 x4226 or email 
oif@ala.org.

Rebecca Adams is a Mariposa native 
and currently a student at CSU Stanis-
laus.

Censorship is evil! Call Clark Kent
GUEST OPINION

Rebecca Adams

By ALLISON BYERLEY

Forgiveness is one of the hardest spiritual 
disciplines to practice. When I come to the part 
of The Lord’s Prayer that says, “Forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespassed 
against us,” I inwardly wince because I know that 
forgiving is something I need God’s help doing. 
Left on my own, I would carry those hurts and 
griefs I hold against others for a long time.

There are times when I hear a story that shows 
me the power of forgiveness and gives me a 
glimpse of what God has done for us. This is such 
a story.

“I started to cry immediately. And I looked at him, and I 
said, ‘Ron, if I spent every second of every minute of every 
hour for the rest of my life telling you how sorry I am, it 
wouldn’t come close to how my heart feels. I’m so sorry.’”

The speaker is Jennifer Thompson-Cannino, who had 
given eyewitness testimony that put Ronald Cotton behind 
bars for 11 years for raping her at knife-point. He was later 
exonerated by DNA evidence. Jennifer is describing their 
first meeting after Cotton’s release from prison.

“And Ronald just leaned down, he took my hands … and 
he looked at me, he said, ‘I forgive you.’” 

Here’s Cotton’s take on that dramatic moment:
“I told her, I said, ‘Jennifer, I forgive you. I don’t want you 

to look over your shoulder. I just want us to be happy and 

move on in life.’”
“The minute he forgave me,” Jennifer continued, 

“it’s like my heart physically started to heal. And I 
thought, ‘This is what grace and mercy is all about. 
This is what they teach you in church that none 
of us ever get.’ And here was this man that I had 
hated. I mean, I used to pray every day of my life 
during those 11 years that he would die. That he 
would be raped in prison and someone would kill 
him in prison. That was my prayer to God. And 
here was this man who with grace and mercy just 
forgave me. How wrong I was, and how good he 
is.”

Forgiveness transforms us, both the one receiv-
ing and the one giving forgiveness. Jennifer could not forgive 
and lived for over a decade in a prison of hate. Ronald for-
gave and freed them both.

That is the power of forgiveness. It sets us free. That kind of 
forgiveness is beyond our ability alone, but God will do for 
us what we cannot do for ourselves. 

Who do you need to forgive? God will do for you what 
you cannot do on your own. 

Open yourself to God’s grace and ask for God’s help to 
offer forgiveness and free both of you from the burden you 
carry.

Allison Byerley is pastor of the Mariposa United Methodist 
Church and can be reached at adbyerley@gmail.com.
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