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Make This Magazine 
Come Alive!

When you see this 
picture, you can use 
the Desert Review App 
free on your phone or 
tablet scan a picture 
or paragraph to see 
videos, translate 
stories into Spanish, or 
connect to the Desert 
Kids News website! 

Get the Free App! 
Available in the App 
Store and Google Play.

Use the 
DR App to 
scan the 
picture!

TAble of Contents

Contact Us!    Editor@desertkidsnews.com
                       760-351-0100

Try Me!

Desert Kids News is a local 
Imperial Valley publication 
that lets kids get excited 
about reading stories that 
matter to them. Check us out 
at DesertKidsNews.com! 

Managing Editor
Amanda Miller

Lead Designer
Brett Miller

Graphics Artist
Noel Bravo
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The first day of winter is December 21st! When you think of winter, you might think 
of snow, holidays, and hot cocoa. However, in the Imperial Valley we don’t have snow 
very often. It happens very rarely and only when the weather is just right.

For snow to be made, the temperature must be below freezing, and there also must be 
enough moisture in the air for snow to form.

Did you know that every snowflake is different? Some snowflakes are small, while 
others are big! Each snowflake has its own shape and design. So every snowflake is one-
of-a-kind, just like people are one-of-a-kind!

People like to say that the Imperial Valley is where the sun spends the winter. Isn’t that 
funny? This is the motto of El Centro. People say this because winter in the Valley isn’t 
that cold.

The warm winters are important for the Imperial Valley. Because it doesn’t get too 
cold during winter and doesn’t snow very often, farmers can grow lots of food and 
vegetables. During the winter, our Imperial Valley farmers grow broccoli, cabbage, 
carrots, and lettuce. Yum!

Imperial County’s warm winter also means that lots of birds will migrate here. When it 
gets too cold, it’s hard for birds to find food. Being here in the winter means they can 
eat until their bellies are full!

Winter in the Imperial Valley

If Rudy made nine giant snowballs 
and threw three of them at some 
reindeer, how many snowballs 
would Rudy have left?

How many if Rudy made another 
11 snowballs?

Tis the Season
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The World’s Strangest Poem!

Jabberwocky
by Lewis Carroll

A word that sounds like 
the noise it describes is 

called an onomatopoeia, 
like BANG! SCREECH! or 

WHOOSH!

In English, we use TICK 
TOCK  to describe the 

noise a clock makes, but in 
Spanish we use TICTAC for 

the clock noise!

What does it mean? 
Many words in this poem are not real words at all! Yet 
the poem is a story about a boy hunting the Jabberwock. 
Some people think the Jabberwock is a kind of dragon. 
What do you think?

Some of the made-up words have been 
used for real things that have 
nothing to do with the poem, 
like the word ‘galumphing’. 

Maybe the word ‘galumphing’ in the poem 
is made from two other words: galluping 

(like a horse) and triumphing (winning). So 
galumphing is when someone gallups like a 

winner!

“Beware the Jabberwock, my son! 
      The jaws that bite, the claws that catch! 
Beware the Jubjub bird, and shun 
      The frumious Bandersnatch!” 

He took his vorpal sword in hand; 
      Long time the manxome foe he sought— 
So rested he by the Tumtum tree 
      And stood awhile in thought. 

And, as in uffish thought he stood, 
      The Jabberwock, with eyes of flame, 
Came whiffling through the tulgey wood, 
      And burbled as it came!

One, two! One, two! And through and through 
      The vorpal blade went snicker-snack! 
He left it dead, and with its head 
      He went galumphing back. 

“It seems very pretty, 
but it’s rather hard to 
understand!”

WOOF!       dog

ROAR!  

BANG! 

BEEP! 

TICK TOCK! 

Jabber What?

Standards Link: Craft and Structure: Words 
give rhythm and meaning in a poem.



Desert Kids News 5

Where Does the Water Come From?
Where Does the Water Go?

THE WATER CYCLE

Precipitation: water released 
from clouds in the form of rain

Transpiration: 
plants give off 
water vapor 
through pores 
in their leaves

Condensation: water vapor in the 
air is changed into liquid water

Evaporation: 
water changes 
from a liquid 
into a gas

Collection: when water that 
falls as rain collects in oceans, 
rivers, canals, and puddles 

The water cycle is the 
process where water 
travels and changes into 
different forms. Water 
isn’t always a liquid that 
you can drink or swim 
in. Sometimes it’s a solid 
like ice! Sometimes it’s a 
gas. You can’t see water 
when it is a gas, but you 
can sometimes feel it if 
the weather is humid.

The water cycle happens 
thanks to the sun! The 
sun heats the oceans, 
which makes the water 
evaporate into a gas 
that goes up into the 
air. As it the gas cools 
off, it is experiences 
condensation and  is 
changed into liquid water 
that makes clouds. 

When the clouds get heavy, we then see 
precipitation, which is rain, snow, sleet, or hail. 
The water falls and is collects into rivers, puddles, 
and oceans. Sometimes plants get the water and the 
water transpires or leaves out of the tree’s leaves!

The Imperial Valley doesn’t get 
much rain —only about 3 inches 

a year! All of our water 
comes from rivers like the 

Colorado River.
Standards Link: ESS2.A Earth materials and systems
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The Science of Forts

Bringing!fortnite to life

Can you draw this fort without lifting 
up your pencil or retracing your path? 

Try it on a blank sheet of paper and 
see if you can figure it out!

Having trouble? 
Use the app to see the answer!

Top 5 Places to 
Build a Fort!

What order would 
you put these fort 

locations?

Salton Sea

The Mall

Sand Dunes

Riverbottom

Salvation  
MountainSTART 

HERE

6 19 4

1 8 5

12 24 10

13 18 9

What an ODD fort!
Circle all the odd 
numbers you can find 
(1, 3, 5...). Then, starting 
with the lowest number, 
draw lines connecting 
all the odd numbers 
together, and your fort 
will be nearly finished!

Forts can be so fun! Forts are good places for friends 
to play together.

Building a fort is just as fun as playing in one. Be 
careful, though! If you build a fort, you have to be on 
the lookout for a special enemy - Gravity! 

Do you know what gravity is? It’s not something 
you can touch, but you always feel it! How strange is 
that?

Gravity is what keeps you from flying away. It is 
called a force, like the pull of a magnet on something 
metal. You can’t see it, but you can feel it’s pull.

Fort-builders always have to think about gravity 
because everything falls to the ground unless you 
have something holding it up against gravity. What 
do you use to hold up your fort? A nice sturdy tree 
can be a great way to hold up a fort! 

Some forts are made out of blankets and soft pillows. 
Luckily, if gravity makes them fall down, no one gets 
hurt! How great is that? 
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Did you know that you 
have gravity? That’s right! 
Everything has at least some 
gravity to it, including you. Your 
body pulls a tiny, little bit on 
things around you.

But since you are not as big as 
Earth or the moon, your gravity 
isn’t very big, either.  This is 
great news! Otherwise you 
might have a bunch of things 
and people being pulled toward 
you!

Gravity Fun Facts

How much do you weigh? 
It depends!

Did You 
Know?

Try This!
Gravity

reaction
test

Test your reflexes against gravity! 
All you need is a ruler and a friend.

1. Rest your hand over the edge of a table 
or desk.

2. Have your friend hold the ruler just 
above your hand.

3. Without telling you, have your friend 
drop the ruler. Catch it as quick as you 
can!

4. Measure how many inches the ruler fell. 
The fewer inches, the faster you were!

So would it be easier 
or harder to build a 
fort on the moon? 

If you weighed 60 pounds on Earth, 
you would only weigh 10 pounds on 
the moon! That’s about how much 
you weighed when you were three 
months old. 

Gravity makes you heavy. 
If gravity didn’t exist, you 
would weigh nothing and float 
around like a helium balloon. 
Gravity on Earth makes sure 
you stay on Earth! 

But if you went to the moon, 
gravity would change. You 
would be much lighter, and 
walking to Moon School 
would be like every step 
were on a trampoline! That’s 
because gravity on Earth is 
different from gravity on 
the moon. Since the moon is 
smaller than Earth, the moon’s 
gravity is smaller, too. 

Well, it would 
be easier to 
carry all the 
pieces of your 
fort, but it 
would also be 
easier for other 
people to jump 
over your walls!

Gravity: the force by which 
all objects in the universe are 
attracted to each other
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Our History

My Dear Fellows,

I have come to Birmingham because injustice is here. I cannot sit quietly in the 
city of Atlanta and not be sad about what happens in the city of Birmingham. 
Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere. Whatever hurts one person 
will sooner or later hurt everyone. Anyone who lives inside the United States 
can never be treated as an outsider.

If we want peace, we need four things. First, we need to have all the facts and 
know if there are people being treated unfairly. Second, we have to talk to each 
other and work things out. Third, we have to look at ourselves and see if we 
need to say sorry, too. Finally, we have to let our actions match our words.

African-Americans have waited for more than 340 years for our constitutional 
and God-given rights to be treated fairly. The nations of Asia and Africa are 
moving as quick as a jet plane to get their freedom, but our nation still creeps 
like a turtle for African-Americans to even get a cup of coffee at a lunch counter.

Let us all hope that the dark clouds of unfairness will soon pass away, and in 
some not too distant tomorrow the bright stars of love and brotherhood will 
shine over our great nation with all their twinkling beauty.

Yours for the sake of Peace and Brotherhood, 
Martin Luther King, Jr.

threat: something that could hurt or trouble a person or thing
injustice: when a person is not treated fairly

In what city did Martin 
write this letter?

Read the letter then 
answer the questions:

How many things did 
Martin say we need if we 
want to have peace?

Did Martin think that 
America was becoming fair 
enough very quickly?

If you saw someone being 
treated unfairly at school, 
what advice from Martin 
would you give?

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was a famous leader who helped America see that 
people should be treated kindly no matter the color their skin. 

Martin lived in Atlanta, Georgia, but travelled all over to help African-American people be 
treated fairly. At that time, there were many stores, schools, and even movie theaters that let 
everyone in except for African-Americans. Even though Martin Luther King was always peaceful 
during his speeches, the city of Birmingham put him in jail in 1963 for eleven days. While in 
jail, Martin wrote this letter to explain his goals.

Think about it!

Letter from Birmingham Jail
Adapted

Martin 
Luther King 

Jr. Day
January 21, 2019
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History of Hot Chocolate

Can you help 
Rudy get a 
steaming 
mug of hot 
chocolate?

Everyone’s 
Favorite Winter 
Drink!

About 4,000 years ago 
the cacao plant was first 
farmed in southern Mexico by the 
Olmec people. The Olmecs ground 
up the plant, added water, and mixed 
it to make a drink similar to what we call 
hot chocolate. The drink tasted so good 
and made the people feel happier and more 
energetic. They even thought the drink had mystical 
powers and decided that only special people could 
drink it at their ceremonies.

Later, they shared the drink with the Aztec leader Montezuma. 
He loved it so much that he drank it every single day. He was 
very greedy with the drink and he only let the other generals drink it 
with him. 

One day, Spanish soldiers found the Aztecs and tasted the drink. The 
soldiers liked it too and brought the drink all the way back to Spain! The 
chocolate drink spread throughout Europe and it was a hit! Eventually, the drink 
spread all over the world, and now everyone gets to enjoy hot chocolate.

Hot Chocolate
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Horsing Around

Kaitleen, Izaiah, 
Victor, and Savannah 

give us their most 
imaginative horses!

Kid’s View! 
Where the Kids shows us what they can do!

The Cattle Call Rodeo was a blast this year!
Many different kinds of horses raced around the Brawley arena, 
chasing bulls and calves. Other horses proudly trotted in the Cattle 
Call Parade! In fact, we see special horses very often in other 
Imperial Valley parades as well.  Can you name the horse in the 
picture?

Did you know 
horses are 

measured not 
in feet and 

inches but in 
hands? How 
tall would a 
15 1/2 hands 
tall horse be?

?



New Years 
Day!

Hey Readers! When you finish reading 20 minutes a night,
cross out the square for that day!

Desert Kids News 11

JANUARY 2019
1

6

13

20

27

2

7

14

21

28

3

8

15

22

29

4

11

18

25

9

16

23

30

5

12

19

26

10

17

24

31

National 
Spaghetti 

Day

National 
Opposite
Day

Dress Up 

Chocolate
Cake Day

Law 
Enforcement 
Appreciation 

Day

National

Day
Backward

National 
Handwriting

Day

NATIONAL

Write down 
all your 

New Year’s 
Resolutions!

How long can 
you hold your 

breath?

Exercise! Go 
for a walk for 
at least 30 

minutes.

Read a book and 
look up one word 
you don’t know in 

a dictionary.

Plan your 
schedule for 
the month of 

February!

Build a fort. Watch 
out for gravity!

Eat a tamale at 
the Heber Tamale 

Festival.

Write a poem 
about your six 
favorite things.

It’s been two 
weeks! How are 

you doing on your 
resolutions?

Draw the solar 
system.

Learn how to bake 
cookies, then give 
them to a friend.

Make a new 
friend and make 

a friendship 
handshake with 

them.

Go stargazing 
at the Hugh T. 

Osborne Lookout
Park in Glamis.

Do 50 jumping 
jacks to work off 

that chocolate 
cake!

Go outside and 
listen quietly. What 
are five things you 

can hear?

Sing silly songs 
that start with the 

‘s’ sound.

Look up the 
Spanish word for 

‘Amazing’ and use 
it in a sentence.

Write yourself a 
secret message in 
a bottle, then bury 
it to find next year.

Secret Mission:
Do something nice 
for a friend without 

them knowing it 
was you.

Have a dirty 
room? Get some 

containers and get 
organized!

Make a list of ten 
things that you 
would take to a 
deserted island.

Write the word 
“racecar” 

backward. What 
does is spell? 

Have a Family 
Game Night and 
invite a friend. 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Your Pet Day POPCORN DAY

Dr. Martin 
Luther King, 

Jr. Day
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Community Sponsors

Academic Ace

Reading Rockstars

Horizon Farms Ojeda Industries

Sowing for the Future

Rabobank
The Desert Review

Brawley Campus

Made by teachers for students, Desert Kids News is a free quarterly kids magazine made possible by 
these Sponsors. Their generous support goes directly to the cost of student subscriptions!

Contact Us! 
Editor@desertkidsnews.com
760-351-0100 Visit us at DesertKidsNews.com!


