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      S P E C I A L  R E P O R T :  V I O L E N T  C R I M E  P R O J E C T

 V iolent crime is a 
problem that is not 
unique to Stockton.

According to FBI statis-
tics, Oakland, a city of nearly 
425,000, had 85 homicides 
in 2016. Stockton, a city of 
303,000, had 49 for that same 
period.

But, like anywhere, it 

resonates more here because 
this is where we call home.

So today, we begin an occa-
sional series we call the Violent 
Crime Project.

When crime happens here, we 
respond. The Record covers the 
initial event and sometimes fol-
lows through on arrests, trials 
and convictions.

Sometimes during court 
proceedings we hear victims’ 
impact statements on how the 
crime affected their lives.

And the public watches, too, 
as these crimes play out.

And then, we all go away.

F R O M  T H E  E D I T O R

Project shows a part of 
life that goes unnoticed

Sitting beside photos of 
her late son, Renee Garcia 
talks about what it’s like to 
live in the aftermath of his 
devastating slaying. Feb. 
8 marked a decade since 
13-year-old Aaron Kelly Jr. 
was struck and killed by 
a bullet as the family fl ed 
a gang shootout at Louis 
Park, leaving his family 
forever tinged with grief. 
“You have to learn to live 
life all over again in a new 
way,” said Garcia, who 
bears a scar on her left 
arm from the bullet that 
killed her son. [CALIXTRO 

ROMIAS/THE RECORD]

By Roger Phillips
Record Staff Writer

S TOCKTON — Late last 
year, Renee Garcia hustled 
into her bedroom in her 
home near Monte Diablo 

Avenue and Louis Park.
She returned to her living room 

a short time later bearing a large, 
framed photograph of “Bubba,” the 
nickname for her son, whose joyful 
smile was his constant expression 
during the 13 years he illuminated 
the lives of those who knew him.

“He was a dork,” Garcia, now 39, 
said when asked to describe the boy 
in the photograph. “He was a little 
dorky boy. He didn’t care about 
what people thought of him … high-
water pants or whatever.

“Kids would sometimes pick 
on him and he would think it was 
funny. He was just full of life and 
happiness and laughter. He was a 
little boy of God. He went to church 
with his grandma on Sundays.”

Feb. 8 marked a decade since 
“Bubba,” whose name was Aaron 
Kelly Jr., was robbed of his future, a 
decade since the 13-year-old com-
puter whiz was taken forever from 
his mother and two younger sisters.

On that day, they had been enjoy-
ing a barbecue at Louis Park to kick 
off the long Presidents Day week-
end when, suddenly, they found 
themselves caught in the midst of 
a gang shootout.

Once they had fled to the car they 
hoped would deliver them to safety, 
a bullet passed through the driver’s 
side door, grazing Garcia’s left arm 
before striking Aaron in the upper 
left chest, killing him. 

All these years later, Aaron’s sur-
vivors still dream of the serenity 
they say never again will be theirs.

“You have to learn to live life all 
over again in a new way,” said Garcia, 
who bears a scar on her left arm from 
the bullet that killed her son.

“It’s like I’m a shattered mirror, 
where you’re picking up the pieces 
and putting them together slowly. 
But you’re never going to get every 
single piece because it’s shattered. 
That’s the concept of how I look at 
it. That little piece is always going 
to be missing, and that’s Aaron.”

Aaron’s two younger sisters, 
Marissa and Alana Kelly, are now 

13-year-old’s 2008 slaying 
leaves a lingering scar 
on  shattered family

Renee Garcia’s note to her son, Aaron Kelly Jr., in 2013. “There are certain 
things that happen, certain times I feel the real need where I’m really 
down and I can feel him just trying to make contact with me … just telling 
me, ‘Mom, I’m OK. I want you to be happy,’” Garcia said.   [CALIXTRO ROMIAS/

RECORD FILE 2013]
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Visit recordnet.com to 
watch videos, listen to 
podcasts and more from 
our series looking at the 
effects of violent crime on 
the surviving victims. See BLOUNT,  A5See PIECES, A6

By Raphael Satter and 
Desmond Butler
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — At the begin-
ning of 2017, one of Julian Assange’s 
biggest media boosters traveled 
to the WikiLeaks founder’s refuge 
inside the Ecuadorean Embassy in 
London and asked him where he 
got the leaks that shook up the U.S. 
presidential election only months 
earlier.

Fox News host Sean Hannity 
pointed straight to the purloined 
emails from the Democratic National 
Committee and Hillary Clinton’s 
campaign chairman.

“Can you say to the American 
people, unequivocally, that you did 
not get this information about the 
DNC, John Podesta’s emails, can you 
tell the American people 1,000 per-
cent you did not get it from Russia 
or anybody associated with Russia?”

“Yes,” Assange said. “We can say 
— we have said repeatedly — over 
the last two months that our source 
is not the Russian government and it 
is not a state party.”

The Justice Department’s indict-
ment Friday of 12 Russian military 
intelligence officers undermines 
those denials. And if the crimi-
nal charges are proved, it would 
show that WikiLeaks (referred to 
as “Organization 1” in the indict-
ment) received the material from 
Guccifer 2.0, a persona directly con-
trolled by Russia’s Main Intelligence 
Directorate of the General Staff, also 
known as GRU, and even gave the 

Friday’s indictment 
contradicts denial of 
involvement from
Wikileaks founder

Hacking 
charges 
undermine 
Assange

See HACKING, A9
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