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By Almendra Carpizo
Record Staff Writer

STOCKTON

R oshan Jones was giving her 
granddaughter, Dia, a bath 
when she caught a glimpse 

of her own daughter in the baby’s 
brown almond-shaped eyes.

Those simple moments are both 
painful and hopeful for Jones, whose 
daughter, Carlitha Villalobos, was 
taken away by violence.

“My heart is so broken for your 
baby Dia …” Jones wrote on a 2016 
Facebook post to her daughter. 
“She (is) getting older now and she 

remind(s) me so much of u.”
Villalobos, 19, last saw her daugh-

ter, Dia, on Oct. 12, 2014, several 
hours before she and two other 
people were gunned down in a park-
ing lot off of the northwest corner of 
West and March lanes in Stockton.

The young mom anticipated 
the worst and left her sleeping 
18-month-old toddler in the care 
of her older sister, Chavella Burrell. 
Villalobos and Dia’s father, Charles 
Richardson, dropped off Dia about 
10 p.m. after Richardson told 
Burrell he had been in an alterca-
tion with a man and the person had 
shot at Villalobos’ windshield while 

Dia slept in the back.
Villalobos was only supposed to 

drop off Richardson and come right 
back, Burrell said.

About 3:30 a.m., Villalobos, 
19-year-old Joshua Aquino and 
23-year-old Dallas Bidwell were 
found dead in her car in the parking 
lot of the Calaveras Square shopping 
center in north Stockton. Richardson 
was shot eight times, but survived.

“I expected her to return to get her 
baby, and she didn’t,” Burrell said.

Burrell, who is Dia’s legal guardian, 
is contemplating adopting her niece. 

She never returned for her baby

By Alex Breitler
Record Staff Writer

I t is a legacy any patri-
arch would be proud 
o f :  f o u r  c h i l d r e n ,  1 8 
grandchildren and 14 

great-grandchildren.
Indeed, Salvador Castañon’s 

descendants are so numerous that 
they can hardly squeeze into the 
living room of his daughter’s north 
Stockton home.

And yet, as crowded as the room 
seems, there is a gaping hole in its 
center. Salvador himself is not 

here to see his own family flourish. 
He was murdered while talking a 
walk more than 12 years ago, an 
utterly gratuitous act of violence 
that robbed an entire generation of 
the chance to know him and learn 
from him.

So often in Stockton it is young 
people who are mourned and 
buried by their parents and grand-
parents. Salvador was 76 years old 
and had lived a good life. But his 
death is no less tragic. It’s entirely 
possible that he still would be alive 

No chance to say goodbye

Roshan Jones lost her 19-year-old daughter,  Carlitha Villalobos, in a shooting in a north Stockton parking lot on Oct. 12, 2014, and her 5-year-old granddaughter, 
Dia, keeps her spirit alive. [CALIXTRO ROMIAS/THE RECORD]

A late-night confrontation took three lives and 
left a little girl with no memories of her mother

Cecilia Shanbrook, front  left, and her sister, Theresa Castañon, remember 
their father, Salvador Castañon, who was murdered during a robbery in 2005. 
[CLIFFORD OTO/THE RECORD]

12 years later, family struggles 
to heal from loss of ‘grandpa’

See GOODBYE,  A5

See SPIRIT,  A5

About this series

Violent crime is a prob-
lem that is not unique to 
Stockton but it resonates 
more here because this is 
where we call home. This 
is another installment 
in an occasional series 
looking at the aftermath 
of violent crime for those 
whose lives have been 
touched by it.

More inside

Tracy George’s youngest 
son, Travell, was mur-
dered more than a dozen 
years ago. Her story 
shows how the impact 
of violence lingers for 
years, A5

By Susannah George and 
Vladimir Isachenkov
The Associated Press

W A S H I N G T O N  —  R u s s i a 
typically brushes off new U.S. 
sanctions. Not this time.

The Trump administration 
announcement of export restric-
tions in response to accusations 
Moscow used a nerve agent to 
poison a former Russian spy in 
Britain sent the ruble tumbling to 
a two-year low and drew a stern 
warning from its prime minister. 
While the initial sanctions may have 
a limited impact, a second batch 
expected within months could hit 
the Russian economy much harder 
and send already tense relations 
into a tailspin.

If sanctions are expanded even 
further to target Russia’s top 
state-controlled banks, freez-
ing their dollar transactions — as 
proposed under legislation intro-
duced in the Senate this month — it 
would amount to a “declaration of 
economic war,” Russian Prime 
Minister Dmitry Medvedev said 
Friday.

So much for President Donald 
Trump’s hopes for better relations 
with Moscow.

On his watch, the U.S. has 
imposed a slew of sanctions on 
Russia for human rights abuses, 
meddling in the U.S. election and 
Russian military aggression in 
Ukraine and Syria. For the most 
part, they have punished Russian 
officials and associates of President 
Vladimir Putin rather than target-
ing broad economic sectors.

In 2014, both the U.S. and 
European Union introduced sanc-
tions that restricted Russia’s access 
to global financial markets and to 

New US 
sanctions 
could test 
Russia 
relations

See RELATIONS, A9
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