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The Turlock American Little 
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earned the Section 6 banner 
after a memorable run in the 
championship tournament.The police shut down a 

large-scale marijuana 
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BY KRISTINA HACKER
Turlock Journal

The Turlock City Council 
is scheduled to consider on 
Tuesday adopting two of  
the measures proposed by 
Mayor Gary Soiseth during 
an emergency Council meet-
ing held Thursday to discuss 
illegal behavior in public 
spaces and homelessness.

A crowd of  over 100 peo-
ple packed the Public Safety 
Facility’s Training Room on 
Thursday night to participate 
in the special meeting Sois-
eth called to discuss a num-
ber of  measures he proposed 
during his State of  the City 

address on July 12 aimed 
at addressing homelessness 
and vagrancy in Turlock. 
The meeting — originally 
scheduled for Central Park 
and then moved to the air-
conditioned meeting room 
at the Public Safety Facility 
due to extreme heat — last-
ed three hours, with dozens 
of  community members 
commenting on the issue of  
homelessness and the poli-
cies proposed by Soiseth.

The Mayor’s proposals 
included changing the ordi-
nance regarding the removal 
of  private property from the 
public right of  way, helping 

re-unite homeless individu-
als with families who may 
live in other towns, add-
ing new LED lighting to 
downtown parks, changing 
the hours of  operation for 
downtown parks, increasing 
enforcement of  animal and 
bicycle licenses and adding 
two new positions to the 
Neighborhood Services De-
partment to better enforce 
current and any new city or-
dinances pertaining to parks 
and public spaces.

“Let me be clear: we are 
not criminalizing homeless-
ness and we are not going 
to stop helping those that 

want to be helped. But I 
won’t stand by and watch 
the health and safety of  our 
downtown, our parks and 
our shopping centers deteri-
orate because some folks de-
cide not to respect the rules 
and laws of  our city,” said 
Soiseth about his proposals.

Many members of  the 
community voiced opposi-
tion to increased enforce-
ment of  bicycle and animal 
licensing saying that it un-
duly targets those who are 
homeless or at-risk of  be-
coming homeless.

Homelessness meeting draws crowd

BY ANGELINA MARTIN
Turlock Journal

In the midst of  a state 
decision that the Turlock Ir-
rigation District says could 
“drastically impact our 
communities,” Interior Sec-
retary Ryan Zinke visited 
the two reservoirs on Fri-
day that are in the middle 
of  California’s water war.

Zinke was invited by 
Congressmen Jeff  Denham 
and Tom McClintock to 
tour both Don Pedro Reser-
voir and New Melones just 
weeks after the State Water 
Resources Control Board 
released its final draft of  
the Bay-Delta Water Qual-
ity Control Plan update, 
which calls for allocation of  

40 percent of  unimpaired 
flows along the lower San 
Joaquin River and its tribu-
taries — the Stanislaus, Tu-
olumne and Merced rivers 
— to help rehabilitate the 
area’s native fish species. 

“Our goal here today is 
to show him not only the 
opportunities we have for 
more water storage for a 

growing state, but to also 
show him the devastation 
that can happen if  you 
push all of  our water out to 
the ocean,” Denham said, 
whose two amendments to 
stop part of  the state’s plan 
passed the House of  Repre-
sentatives on Thursday. “It 
will dry up agriculture. It 

BY JEFF BENZIGER
Turlock Journal

Dairy Farmers of America, a 
national milk marketing coopera-
tive owned by family dairy farm-
ers, has announced that it plans to 
idle its Hughson manufacturing 
plant on Sept. 14.

The action to close the former 
Hughson Creamery – around 
since it was built in 1911 – will af-

Water fight attracts federal interest

Hughson dairy plant to close, affecting 34 jobs

BY ANGELINA MARTIN
Turlock Journal

As one of the most high-
profile races in California, con-
stituents throughout District 10 
are eager to see Congressional 
candidate Josh Harder and 
incumbent Rep. Jeff Denham 
face off in a debate before the 
November midterms. It may 
be wishful thinking, however, 
as the two opposing campaigns 
can’t seem to reach an agree-
ment on where — and how — 
a debate should be hosted.

The debate chatter began on 
July 13, when Denham’s cam-
paign announced that he has 
accepted offers from two sepa-
rate locations to debate Harder, 
The House Modesto Church 
and the San Joaquin County 
Farm Bureau. The announce-
ment explained that each de-
bate would see both campaigns 
receive an even distribution of  
tickets for seating and atten-
dance.

Harder responded to the 
invitation on Twitter, making 
it clear that he wouldn’t be at-
tending a debate that wasn’t 
open to the public. 

“I’m of course looking for-
ward to debates,” Harder wrote. 
“But I’m not going to close 
the events off from the public 
just because Jeff Denham is 
too nervous to be around his 
constituents. I look forward to 
meeting you in a place where 
undecided voters have an op-
portunity to size us up.”

In a responding tweet, Den-
ham explained that at the two 
suggested public debates, Hard-
er’s campaign would be able to 

invite anyone they wanted to 
the event and that there would 
be an equal number of invites 
between both parties. For those 
who aren’t able to get their 
hands on a ticket, the debate 
would also be live streamed on 
the internet.

To this, Harder responded 
with three “simple” conditions 
for a debate that he doesn’t 
seem willing to back down 
from: a neutral location, a 
third-party moderator and an 
open-to-the-public event. Ac-
cording to Harder’s campaign 
manager Chelsea Brossard, the 
most important of the three 
conditions is that anyone who 
wants to attend a debate is able 
to. 

“Denham implying that the 
debates are open to the public 
is absurd because they’re not,” 
Brossard told the Journal. “It’s 
one thing to have it on a live 
stream, which is great, but it’s 
also important to make sure 
members of the public can 
join, show up and be there in 
person.”

Denham’s campaign man-
ager Josh Whitfield explained 
to the Journal the reasoning 
behind hosting a debate as a 
ticketed event.

“We don’t want either side to 
stuff the room,” Whitfield said. 
“This is a high-profile race, and 
there’s no doubt that wherever 

To debate or 
not to debate?

KRISTINA HACKER/The Journal

A standing-room only crowd packed into the Public Safety 
Facility’s Training Room on Thursday night for the Turlock 
City Council’s emergency meeting on illegal behavior in 
public spaces and homelessness.

The Dairy Farm-
ers of America 
announced 
Wednesday that 
it will be idling 
its plant, a part 
of the Hughson 
community since 
1911.

JEFF BENZIGER/ 
The JournalSEE DAIRY, PAGE A6

Candidates can’t agree on details 

SEE DEBATE, PAGE A6

Jeff Denham Josh Harder

Council to consider changing park hours, adding lighting

SEE HOMELESS, PAGE A10

Interior Secretary visits Don Pedro, New Melones
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(Pictured left to right) Turlock Irrigation District Assistant General Manager Steve Boyd accompanied Interior Secretary 
Ryan Zinke, Congressman Jeff Denham and Congressman Tom McClintock on a tour of Don Pedro Reservoir and New 
Melones Lake on Friday. 

SEE WATER, PAGE A10


