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REASON TO FIESTA ROLL PRIDE

MYSTERY BONES

The Pitman High School 
varsity football team 
continued their hot start 
to the season Friday night, 
pulling off their fourth 
victory in just as many games 
against Bullard High School.

A construction crew 
unearthed some bones 
at a Turlock work site on 
Wednesday.
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SUNNY, WITH A 
HIGH NEAR 95.

Sunrise:  6:40 AM
Sunset: 7:22 PM 95/57»A2

Today’s Forecast Index
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ART & 
LEISURE
Sierra Rep 
is staging 
“Baskerville: 
A Sherlock 
Holmes 
Mystery.”
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BY KRISTINA HACKER
Turlock Journal

A project 10 years in the 
making will finally get un-
derway as the Turlock City 
Council awarded contracts 
this week for the construc-
tion of  the Fulkerth Road/
HWY 99 interchange im-
provements.

The Council voted 3-1 
— with Council member 
Amy Bublak dissenting and 
Vice Mayor Matthew Ja-
cob absent —to award three 
contracts for engineering 
services, construction and 
construction management 

for the project that will see 
the relocation of  the south-
bound on and off  ramps, 
widening of  the undercross-
ing, new curbs, gutter and 
sidewalks, improvements 
to the surface of  Fulkerth 
Road and the installation of  
traffic signals on both north-
bound and southbound on 
and off  ramps.

Agee Construction of  
Clovis was awarded $11.2 
million for the construction 
contract; Omni Means Ltd. 
of  Roseville was awarded 
$232, 610 for engineering 
services; and NV5 of  Man-

teca was awarded $1.2 mil-
lion for construction man-
agement services. The total 
cost of  the project is estimat-
ed at $14 million.

The original estimated 
cost of  the project was $9.4 
million, however, the lowest 
bid came in at $11.2 million. 
Interim Development Ser-
vices Director and City En-
gineer Nathan Bray said the 
increased estimate could be 
attributed to rising costs of  
construction, inflation, the 
lack of  available contractors 
to perform the work and the 

Fulkerth interchange project moves forward

BY ANGELINA MARTIN
Turlock Journal

Democratic Congressional 
District 10 candidate Josh 
Harder met with a crowded 
auditorium at Stanislaus State 
on Thursday, answering ques-
tions and urging students to 
register to vote during his 11th 
town hall in as many weeks 
leading up to the November 
election. 

Harder is challenging In-

cumbent Republican Con-
gressman Jeff Denham in the 
Nov. 6 election after winning 
the June Primary, and from 
the beginning, the race was 
sure to be contentious. After 
narrowly defeating Democrat 
Michael Eggman in the 2016 
election, Denham is facing 
another opponent from the 
left for the fourth straight elec-
tion in a high-profile race that 

BY SABRA STAFFORD
Turlock Journal

The Stanislaus County 
Sheriff ’s Department is warn-
ing residents to not fall for 
scam callers pretending to be 
sheriff ’s department employ-
ees and demanding money.

The sheriff ’s department 
became aware of the current 
scam when a citizen reported 
getting a call that demanded 
funds be transferred electroni-
cally to avoid being arrested 
for missing a jury summons. 

The number, 209-883-6299, 
led callers to a phone tree with 
an electronic female voice 
stating that it belonged to the 
department. In the message, it 

mentions that the department 
no longer accepts checks or 
credit card payments and only 
accepts electronic payments.

The sheriff ’s department 
wants residents to know that 
they never call people and ask 
for money to avoid an arrest 
warrant.

Scammers can change 
numbers via computer pro-
grams, so there may be other 
numbers in use for this par-
ticular scam.

While these types of calls 
may seem obviously phony 
to some, it also appears le-
gitimate to others and it’s a 
profitable enterprise for these 

Harder pushes youth 
involvement at 
university town hall

Scammers posing as 
sheriff’s employees 
making calls in the area

BY SABRA STAFFORD
Turlock Journal

The fate of  several public 
art pieces that represent the 
past, present and future of  
art projects in Turlock will 
be taken up Wednesday eve-
ning at the Parks, Arts and 
Recreation Commission 
meeting.

The commission will be 
making their recommenda-
tions to the Turlock City 
Council on the path forward 
for the proposed mural at 
Columbia Park, the future 
of  two previously stored art 
pieces — the Energy Burst 
and the Scandinavian Vil-
lage statue and whether or 
not Calafia’s water feature 
will continue to flow.

The commission will re-
view the public art applica-
tion from Stanislaus State 
Art Professor Jacob Wei-
gel for a mural at Colum-
bia Park, funded in part by 
the Mayor’s Public Policy 
Award. For a few years Tur-
lock Mayor Gary Soiseth 
has been donating his may-
oral salary to fund a public 
policy award in an effort to 
get Stanislaus State students 
actively involved in local is-
sues. Weigel, along with his 
students, have been working 
with the public to generate 
ideas for the mural, particu-
larly with the residents and 
children living around the 
park. The final draft will re-
flect the landscape and ani-
mals of  California and fea-
tures of  the water park.

Weigel and CSUS Art 
Professor Susan Stephen-
son will be the advisors of  
the mural project if  it is ap-
proved and students Mayra 
Cortez, Kolaya Wilson, 
Hayley Simon and Jasmine 
Diaz will be the artists. 

The idea is to have the stu-
dent artists outline the de-
sign of  the mural on the wall 
and have volunteers help 
paint the larger sections. 
Once that is completed the 
artists will finish the smaller 
details of  the mural to give it 
a professional finish.

The mural would be 
painted with an outdoor la-
tex paint and have an acrylic 
coating to protect it from 

weather and graffiti. The 
estimated life of  the mural 
would be between five to 10 
years.

The commission can rec-
ommend the City council 
move forward with the proj-
ect, or they can reject the 
project entirely or ask for 
changes to be made in the 
design. If  the project does 
move forward, city staff  will 
request $2,500 from the city 
to fund future maintenance 
and redesign costs.

Not preparing for main-
tenance costs is what has 
put the future of  the Energy 
Burst and Scandinavian Vil-
lage statue in jeopardy. On 
Wednesday, the commission 
will need to decide if  they’re 
going to recommend the 
pieces be sold or recycled.

The Energy Burst once 
served as a Turlock land-
mark perched atop a large 
sign next to Highway 99. 
The aluminum sculpture 
was created by San Francis-
co artist William Wareham 
and was installed in 1999 at 
the Turlock Auto Mall free-
way identification sign near 
the Fulkerth Road exit on 
southbound Highway 99.

The artwork remained for 
a few years until the Turlock 
Auto Plaza replaced it with 
a LED display. There were 
discussions with Stanislaus 
State about displaying the 
artwork on their campus, 
but in the end the univer-
sity declined the piece and it 
was sent to the Corporation 
Yard. City staff  could not 
find the cost of  the sculp-
ture. Some estimates put it at 
$20,000, while others were 
as high as $80,000.

At the Corporation Yard 
the artwork was subjected to 
vandals.

“They tried to remove a 
piece of  it, possibly for recy-
cling,” said Turlock Parks, 
Recreation and Public Fa-
cilities Director Allison Van 
Guilder in a previous pre-
sentation to the Turlock City 
Council on the current con-
dition of  the artwork. 

The Scandinavian Village 
statue was part of  a series 
of  statues created by a vis-
iting Scandinavian artist 

visiting during the Turlock 
Skandi-Fest celebrations in 
the early to mid-1990s. The 
artist made his statues by 
carving out large logs with 
a chainsaw. One statue was 
of  a large Viking that was 
donated to Johansen High 
School in Modesto and an-
other was of  a Volvo car that 
was donated to a local car 
dealership.

One statue was done de-
picting a Scandinavian fam-
ily and it was presented to 
the City of  Turlock. In 1997 
the artwork was installed at 
W. Main Street and Broad-
way during the annual 
Skandi-Fest celebration. 

City of  Turlock staff  were 
unsure when the statue was 
removed but did know it was 
sometime during the down-
town revitalization project, 
which began in 1999.

The committee that was 
working on the downtown 
design decided they didn’t 
want the artwork back. It 
was then put into storage at 
the Corporation Yard.

The years of  storage were 
not kind to the statue and 
now it has sustained severe 
wood rot. 

The commission will have 
to decide on whether to let 

Spotlight to shine on 
Turlock’s public art projects

ANGELINA MARTIN/The Journal

Democratic Congressional District 10 candidate Josh 
Harder talks to students at Stanislaus State on Thurs-
day during his 11th town hall meeting leading up to the 
November election.
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This artist rendering is what the Fulkerth Road/Hwy 99 interchange will look like after 
renovations. The new interchange will include stop lights at the on and off ramps.

The Turlock 
Parks, Arts and 
Recreation 
Commission will 
make decisions 
about the Calafia 
statue’s water 
feature, former 
public arts pieces 
Energy Burst and 
Scandinavian 
Village statue 
which are now 
in disrepair and 
a proposal for 
a new mural at 
Columbia Park 
at their next 
meeting.
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Groundbreaking planned for Sept. 17
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