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‘BRAVE, BOLD 
AND BEAUTIFUL’

CUISINEBULLDOGS SCORE
Grape-liciousThe Turlock High varsity 

girls water polo team is 
already making a splash in 
the newly formed Central 
California Athletic League 
with two substantial wins 
under their belt.
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DIVERSITY 
Stan State and the City 
of Turlock are creating 
a Joint Taskforce on 
Diversity and Inclusion.

#ireadTJ

Subscribe
turlockjournal.com

/subscriptions

Index
SUNNY, WITH
A HIGH NEAR 96.

Sunrise:  6:55 AM
Sunset: 6:54 PM »A2

Today’s Forecast
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SERVICE HIGHLIGHTS WE PROVIDETO SELL

YOUR
PROPERTY

David Haidar
209-996-5814
BRE# 01298400
English / Assyrian 

Rafael Ochoa
209-541-7839
Broker BRE# 01885871
English / Español

GET TOP DOLLAR FOR YOUR PROPERTY

 Over 25 years of combined real estate experience
 Specialize in relocation and 1031 exchange
 Market Analysis on your property
 Professional Photos & Video
 Property listed on MLS for full exposure
 Digital Marketing on the Internet (Zillow, Trulia, realtor.com 

 and others)
 Market and Host Open House
 Schedule property showing appointment for buyers
 Verify all incoming offers *Excludes Commercial & Agriculture

6%-5%-4%
3.75%*
X X X
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BY ANGELINA MARTIN
Turlock Journal

While the Turlock Unified 
School District Farm has served 
as a place of learning, growing 
and opportunity for students 
of all ages this school year, the 
community will soon have a 
chance to join in on the fun 
thanks to the first annual Har-
vest Festival. 

The district is inviting stu-
dents, staff, faculty, families and 

other Turlockers to the District 
Farm for the first-ever pub-
lic event at the site, which has 
grown to serve as an agricultural 
hub for TK-12 schools through-
out TUSD. According to Laura 
Brem, the district’s Coordinator 
of Applied Horticulture and En-
vironmental Studies, the farm’s 
first Harvest Festival will allow 
community members to experi-
ence firsthand the wonders of  
TUSD agriculture, from picking 

out student-grown pumpkins to 
snacking on sweet treats created 
by students from crop-harvested 
goods. 

“A lot of people we’ve talked 
to say that they’ve driven right 
down Taylor Road and didn’t 
even realize the farm was there,” 
Brem said. “We want them 
to come see the farm and see 
where their kiddos are going on 
school visits. 

“We’re opening the door for 

everyone to know they’re wel-
come at the farm and we’re ex-
cited to have them.”

The afternoon event will fea-
ture pumpkin and almond-fla-
vored snacks handcrafted by the 
Culinary Arts and Foods classes 
from Turlock and Pitman high 
schools, Brem said, and attend-
ees will have the opportunity to 
purchase pumpkins for $5 or 

TUSD Farm to host first Harvest Festival

BY ANGELINA MARTIN
Turlock Journal

After weeks of  specula-
tion as to whether or not 
Republican Congressman 
Jeff  Denham and his Dem-
ocratic challenger Josh 
Harder would ever meet in 
public to argue the issues, 
the two came face-to-face 
in front of  a live audience 
for a debate on Saturday in 
Turlock.

Those hoping for an en-
ergetic debate most likely 
left the Carnegie Arts Cen-
ter pleased after Denham 
and Harder spent an hour 
and a half  arguing about 
topics like healthcare, im-
migration, water and more, 
all while throwing in a few 
personal barbs throughout. 
The debate was hosted by 

the Turlock Journal and 
MNC Newspapers and 
was a ticketed event, with 
each candidate receiving 
an equal amount of  tickets 
to distribute and the rest 
awarded by lottery. 

Already a contentious 
race thus far, the two can-
didates took turns throw-
ing blows while answering 
questions. 

Each candidate stuck to 
their campaign messages 
during the event, which 
have been seen on televi-
sion ads from both parties 
in recent weeks, with Hard-
er continuously going back 
to Denham’s vote on the 
American Health Care Act, 
which would have stripped 

many District 10 residents 
of  healthcare, as well as the 
incumbent’s recent attempt 
and failure to pass an immi-
gration reform bill. 

Denham was quick to 
remind the audience of  
Harder’s “Bay Area” prin-
ciples and his career as a 
venture capitalist, as well as 
the fact that the Democrat 
has failed to vote in 17 of  
the past 20 elections. 

After Harder called Den-
ham out during the debate’s 
first question about water 
for failing to secure federal 
funding for Valley water 
storage projects — Den-
ham’s most recent legisla-
tive victory in the House 
allows local irrigation dis-
tricts to apply for federal 
loans to finance new water 
infrastructure — the Con-
gressman accused Harder 
of  not having the Valley’s 
best interests at heart to be-
gin with. 

“We call him ‘Bay Area 

Harder’ because he aligns 
himself  with Bay Area is-
sues,” Denham said, and 
later in the debate remind-
ed the audience that Harder 
receives big contributions 
from outside of  the district. 

Another talking point 
for Denham’s Democratic 
challenger throughout, 
Harder argued that the 
Congressman has taken 70 
percent of  his campaign 
funding from corporate 
political action committees 
and reiterated his campaign 
promise to refuse corporate 
PAC money. 

Denham repeatedly re-
ferred to Harder as “Profes-
sor,” which he seemed to 
question by stating that his 
son, who attends Modesto 
Junior College where 
Harder serves as an adjunct 
professor, was unable to 
find the Democrat’s office 
hours. 

Harder smirked at much 

Denham, Harder spar over 
issues at Journal debate

BY KRISTINA HACKER
Turlock Journal

The crowded race to repre-
sent the residents of Turlock’s 
District 1 on the City Council 
is a little thinner as Logan 
Sisco announced earlier this 
month on social media that 
he is “suspending” his cam-

paign. In the same video an-
nouncement, Sisco endorses 
candidate Nicole Larson for 
the District 1 seat.

“In a race that is now 
saturated with qualified 
candidates, I’ve decided to 

BY SABRA STAFFORD
Turlock Journal

Turlock Police detectives 
are investigating the possibil-
ity that serial bank robbers 
are operating in the city after 
a bank robbery on Monday.

The robbery at Citibank 
bore striking similarities to 
one that was reported Sept. 
13 at the Rabobank at 2190 
W. Monte Vista Ave., though 
it is too early in the investiga-
tions to say that they are de-

finitively linked, said Turlock 
Police spokesman Sgt. Russ 
Holeman.

The latest robbery was 
reported around 3:30 p.m. 
Monday at the Citibank at 
2000 Geer Rd.

The two male suspects en-
tered the bank wearing ski 
masks and hoodies pulled 
tight over their faces. They 
were armed with handguns 
and ordered everyone on the 

City Council candidate 
drops out of race

Robbers strike 
Turlock bank
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The TUSD farm’s first Harvest Festival will allow 
community members to purchase pumpkins 
grown by students for $5 or less.SEE TUSD, PAGE A8

Investigators probe possible 
link to previous robbery

SEE ROBBERY, PAGE A9
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Turlock City Council District 1 candidate Logan Sisco 
announces he is “suspending” his campaign in a video mes-
sage filmed alongside fellow District 1 candidate Nicole 
Larson. In the video, Sisco says he is supporting Larson for 
the seat.

Sisco announces 
support for 
Larson

SEE SISCO, PAGE A8

CANDY PADILLA/The Journal

Congressional candidates Josh Harder and Jeff Denham faced off on the issues during a debate hosted by the Turlock 
Journal on Saturday at the Carnegie Arts Center.

Candidates throw barbs in front of lively crowd

For video coverage visit
Youtube.com/TurlockJournal

SEE DEBATE, PAGE A9


