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PLACERVILLE • 4040 El Dorado Road • 622-1492
PLACERVILLE • (Downtown) 247 Main • 622-0833

W. PLACERVILLE • Placerville Dr. & Ray Lawyer • 626-3400
DIAMOND SPRINGS • 694 Pleasant Valley Road • 626-5701
CAMERON PARK • 4060 Cameron Park Drive  • 677-1601

POLLOCK PINES • 6462 Pony Express Trail • 644-2363
EL DORADO HILLS • 3963 Park Drive • 933-3002

GEORGETOWN • 6310 Hwy. 193 • 333-1101
Se Habla Espanol  800-874-9779Maximum loan $417,000.00, primary or vacation residence.  

20% minimum cash down payment on purchase.  25% equity required on refi nance.  Other loans available under different terms.
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Serving our local communities for over 54 years

Check the El Dorado Advantage:
     ✓ No application fee   
     ✓ No prepayment penalty 
     ✓ Local processing and servicing

3.250  3.61
Fixed Rate Annual Percentage Rate

15 YEAR
HOME LOAN
Purchase • Re  nance 180 Monthly Payments of $7.03 per $1,000 Borrowed

Serving our local communities for over 59 years

3.375
180 Monthly Payments of $7.90 per $1,000 Borrowed

3.66

$424,100.00,“Look For My Column On Page 3 Today!”

Jeff Little, DDS
General & Cosmetic Dentistry

#1 DENTIST!
Three Years

Straight!
New Patients Always Welcome!New Patients Always Welcome!

2014-2016

916-542-3452
2205 Francisco Dr., Ste. 130, El Dorado Hills

ElDoradoHillsMemoryCare.com
License # Pending

Call Today to Schedule a Visit! Opening 
February 

2019

We are accepting deposits now for suite reservations.

 Sheriff seeks 
help in locating 
vehicle missing 
in death 
investigation 
 Dawn Hodson 
Staff writer

 The El Dorado County Sheri� ’s O�  ce is seeking 
help from the public in locating a car missing 
after the death of an El Dorado resident.

The car was found missing on Dec. 18 when 
sheri� ’s deputies responded to a residence in El 
Dorado where 60-year-old Helen McKinney was 
found deceased.

An investigation was conducted and it was 
found that McKinney’s vehicle was not at her 
home.

McKinney’s cause of death is pending the 
results of an autopsy, but the Sheri� ’s O�  ce 
labeled it suspicious due to the fact that the 
vehicle is gone.

Authorities are asking the community to be on 
the lookout for the vehicle, described as a white 
2017 Nissan 370Z convertible with a black top — 
license plate 8CSX032. Anyone with information 
should contact Det. Rich Horn at (530) 642-4729. 

 Someone else’s war: The law 
 Mackenzie Myers 
Staff writer

  Editor’s note: This is 
part one of a three part 
series on immigration  

At 6 a.m. on a Monday 
in August, it’s two hours 
into a day in the life 
of Placerville resident 
Dulce Soto. Outside the 
thin walls of her home, 
the morning is damp 
and dark as her uncle’s 
tractor crunches over 
gravel, the sound cutting 
through otherwise silent 
air down into the nearby 
vineyard. Soto whispers, 
trying to make sure her 
children — son Julian, 
7, daughter Jasmin, 5, 
daughter Jailey, 1, and 
4-month-old son Jairo 
— don’t wake a moment 
before she’s ready for 
them to.

Soto sets to work 
ironing outfi ts on what’s 
available: a beach towel 
spread out on the fl oor. 
Tiny pants are stacked 
atop tiny T-shirts next 
to tiny shoes. Today is 
the fi rst day of school 
but the family’s suitcases 
are still packed, piled 
wherever there is 
space in their home. 
Four days ago, they 
were in Mexico, where 
they stretched a visit 
as long as they could 
before their American 
obligations called them 
back.

 A county divided 
Four months earlier in 

early April, El Dorado 
County residents packed 
county chambers until it 
was standing-room-only, 
to protest California’s 
newly implemented 
Senate Bill 54.

SB 54, known as the 
sanctuary state bill, 
was enacted in January 

and limits the extent to 
which law enforcement 
can participate in 
immigration activities. 
It prohibits local 
and state police 
departments from 
using money, personnel 
or other resources to 
target unauthorized 
immigrants, whether 
by investigating them, 
interrogating them, 
arresting them or 
detaining them.

The bill has 
exceptions. A person’s 
immigration status is 
fair game to federal 
authorities if he or she is 
convicted of any felony 
punishable by state 
imprisonment. Other 
exceptions include 
a felony conviction 
within 15 years or a 
misdemeanor conviction 
within fi ve years of a 
laundry list of o� enses: 
assault, bribery, child 
abuse, DUI felonies, 
embezzlement, forgery, 
gang activity, human 
tra�  cking and more.

Residents in El 
Dorado County were 
not the fi rst to express 
concern over SB 54. 
Other municipalities 
— ranging from Shasta 
County all the way 
down to cities within 
San Diego and Orange 
counties — have ruled 
to opt out of the bill, 
aligning with federal 
regulations instead of 
state rules on illegal 
immigration. Fed up 
and frustrated, local 
residents lined up at the 
podium in Placerville on 
April 3, asserting SB 54 
overstepped boundaries 
set by the U.S. 
Constitution and urging 
county supervisors to 
take action against it.

El Dorado County 
Sheri�  John D’Agostini 
was among the fi rst in 

the conversation, noting 
the bill wouldn’t target 
agricultural workers in 
the community and that 
local law enforcement 
isn’t interested in 
conducting immigration 
sweeps.

“When we have 
somebody who is 
here illegally in this 
country and comes 
… to the attention of 
law enforcement due 
to a criminal act and 
ends up in our jail,” he 
said, “we absolutely 
need to … cooperate 
and communicate with 
our federal partners so 
this person does not 
get out and does not 
victimize any more of 
our residents.”

Terry Gherardi of 
the El Dorado County 
Republican Central 
Committee touched 
on one well-known 
victimization.

“Most importantly, I 
ask that you honor the 
memory of one of El 
Dorado County’s and 
law enforcement’s own, 
Danny Oliver, who 
was murdered by an 
illegal alien who had 
been deported twice 
to Mexico,” she said. 
Oliver, alongside Placer 
County deputy Michael 
Davis Jr. ,was shot in 
October 2014 by a 
Mexican national, Luis 
Bracamontes, who was 
also a convicted drug 
dealer.

The comments fl owed 
from other residents at 
the podium, spanning 
disappointment to 
disgust and beyond:

“This is a United 
States Constitution,” 
one man said, waving 
a booklet around. “I 
suggest you read it.”

“Over the past 10, 

Democrat photo by Mackenzie Myers 
Dulce Soto, right, holds 1-year-old daughter Jailey while she prepares her other children’s lunches for the day. Julian, second 
from left, plays with his infant brother while Jasmin, left, eats breakfast. 

 Local woman 
looks back on 7 
generations in 
Placerville 
 Mackenzie Myers 
Staff writer

 As the year comes to its end, many engage 
in refl ecting upon the past and hoping for the 
future. For members of one of the city’s oldest 
families, the season was an opportunity to share 
bits of their history — and a collective past of 
Placerville — with the Mountain Democrat.

Alongside names like Veerkamp and 
Combellack, the Martins have seen generation 
after generation grow up in Placerville. In fact, 
seven generations have called this town home 
since two Cornish miners came to the area in 
1869, according to bookkeeper Carol Russell. 
Russell, 82, is the granddaughter of former 

 Courtesy photo 
John Martin plays poker beneath the historical Bell Tower 
in Placerville, wearing a deer hide jacket with antler 
buttons. Martin, an avid hunter, shot the deer and his 
daughter sewed the jacket, according to granddaughter 
Carol Russell.

■  See RUSSELL, page 6

Many American-
born citizens may be 
unfamiliar with the 
citizenship process 
since they’ve never been 
through it. Immigration 
attorney Megan Brewer, 
based out of Los Angeles, 
summed up the law by 
highlighting fi ve routes: 
visas, refugee status, 
asylum, permanent 
residency and citizenship.

Visas: Someone who 
wishes to enter the U.S. 
temporarily, whether for 
work, school or personal 
travel, would obtain a 
visa. Visas are a quicker 
process for would-be 
immigrants who might 
be backlogged applying 
for permanent residency, 
Brewer said.

Refugee status: 
Refugees are displaced 
from their home 
countries because 
of a need to escape 
legitimate danger. 
People in this situation 
apply through the 
United Nations High 
Commissioner of 
Refugees, Brewer said. 
They are resettled in 
another country not of 
their choosing.

Asylum: The asylum 
process requires 
an immigrant to be 
physically present at 
another country’s entry 
point, whether a border 
or an airport. Some 
asylum seekers will get 
a tourist visa and apply 
for a longer stay upon 
arrival. Like refugees, 
asylees are escaping a 
problem in their home 
country.

Permanent residency: 
Those seeking permanent 
residency — or a green 

Doing it legally

■  See IMMIGRATION, 
page A3 ■  See SIDE BAR, page A3


