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Plus FREE
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A $50 Value *If applicable. Limit 1 carbon 
monoxide free per home. Additional detectors
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Democrat photo by Mackenzie Myers
Dulce Soto, far left, walks her children Julian, center, and Jasmin, right, to their first day of classes at Sutters Mill Elementary 
School.

Someone else’s war: The jobs
Mackenzie Myers
Staff writer

Editor’s note: This is part two of 
a three part series.

On a Monday in August, piece 
by piece, the morning comes 
together. Baby in the carseat. 
Sandwiches bagged. Hair 
brushed. Backpacks zipped. 
Tortillas munched.

Once Placerville native Dulce 
Soto and her kids arrive at 
Sutter’s Mill Elementary School 
for her eldest children’s first 
day of classes, she calls their 
father, Juan Garcia, who lives 
2,000 miles away in Guanajuato, 
Mexico.

Julian, 7, clutches the phone 
to his face as his father’s voice 
buzzes in Spanish. Jasmin, 5, 
stands bashfully near her brother, 
listening, while Soto straps 

4-month-old Jairo to her torso. 
Jailey, the 1-year-old, is back at 
Soto’s home staying with a sister-
in-law.

It’s hard to talk to Garcia, since 
there is a two-hour time-zone 
difference between here and 
Guanajuato and cell service is 
spotty where he is, Soto explains. 
They call when they can.

But as more and more cars pull 
in to unload their kids for the 
first day of school, the campus 
sidewalks filling with a frenzy 
of excited kids and brand-new 
backpacks, Soto hangs up. The 
kids have to get going, and so 
does she, and so does he.

Garcia, banned from the 
country for 10 years after entering 
the United States illegally twice, 
works in construction in Abasolo, 
Guanajuato — the same city 
Soto’s mother is from — making 

about $60 a week, Soto said.
While the children are in 

school, Soto works her first 
job as a waitress at Amerikan 
Ichi in Placerville. Dressed in 
all black, hair pulled back in a 
sleek bun, she walks the kids 
to their classrooms, chatting 
with teachers and kissing her 
children’s faces before they go 
their separate ways.

But first, another stop. Soto 
drives to her parents’ home and 
workplace, Marchini Ranch, 
one of dozens of farms in agro-
tourist boon Apple Hill. There 
she drops Jairo off with her 
mother and father, who live in a 
trailer amongst barns of peaches 
and nectarines for sale. They have 
worked on the 180-acre ranch for 
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Pipeline dispute 
continues in 
Georgetown
Dawn Hodson
Staff Writer

Like an itch that 
won’t go away, the 
dispute between the 
Georgetown Divide 
Public Utility District 
and Jean Lee Choo 
Leow over a pipeline 
on her property 
continues to be an 
irritant.

The latest chafing 
comes from an 
article written by 
her attorney, Freda 
Pechner, in which she 
says GDPUD has no 
right to her client’s 
property and she can 
stop the water flowing 
through the pipeline 
to residents of Auburn 
Lake Trails.

Pechner goes on 
to threaten that 
the pipeline will be 
removed if the issue 
is not resolved by Feb. 
1, saying it would be 
cheaper if GDPUD 
bought the rights to 
the property.

However, the 
attorney’s assertions 
are at odds with 
decisions by both the 
Superior Court of El 
Dorado County and 
the Court of Appeal, 
Third Appellate 
District, as both have 
ruled in GDPUD’s 
favor.

A subsequent 
petition to the 
California Supreme 
Court to review the 
decision has also been 
turned down.

The issue dates back 
to Leow’s complaint 
in 2010 that GDPUD 
was guilty of inverse 

condemnation, 
trespass and damage 
to her trees because 
of a pipeline on her 
property that has been 
owned and operated 
by GDPUD since the 
1940s.

That is before Leow 
purchased the 20-acre 
undeveloped parcel in 
1980.

Known as the Kaiser 
Siphon, the pipeline 
is 70 percent above 
ground and 30 percent 
buried. There is also a 
standpipe located on 
the property.

The pipeline is 
important because it 
takes raw water to the 
Auburn Lake Trails 
water treatment plant 
for processing and 
distribution and to raw 
water customers for 
irrigation use.

In 1985, Leow leased 
the property for use as 
a Christmas tree farm. 
At the time, Leow 
installed an irrigation 
pump and began 
pumping water from 
the Siphon.

The lease ended in 
1992 and by the time 
a new pipeline was 
installed in 2006, 
Leow had not pumped 
any water from the 
Siphon for at least 10 
years. Pursuant to a 
Georgetown ordinance, 
the service to Leow’s 
property was not 
reconnected when 
the new Siphon was 
installed.

It was during 
this time that 
GDPUD made the 
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Democrat photo by Gray Baker
Cherie Raffety is retiring after 33 years as the El Dorado County Treasurer. The vault she is 
standing in front of originally came from the county courthouse.

Cherie Raffety takes a bow 
as Treasurer-Tax Collector
Dawn Hodson
Staff writer

It’s been an eventful 
33 years as the El 
Dorado County 
Treasurer-Tax Collector, 
but for Cherie Raffety, 
70, it all comes to a 
close Monday.

Not that, in all 
probability, she wouldn’t 
have been reelected 
if she chose to run 
again. But Raffety, 
who’s already the 
county’s longest-serving 
treasurer-tax collector, 
seems content to 
leave the challenges of 
public office to the next 
generation.

A woman who 
combines smarts, a 
wry sense of humor 
with a strong desire 
to serve, Raffety was 
born in Oakland but 
grew up in Placerville, 
going through its school 
system. Already showing 
a bent toward politics, 
she was on the student 
council at El Dorado 
Union High School and 
on the student council 
at the Placerville Center 
of the American River 
College.

After a year at the 
local community college, 
she got a bachelor’s 
degree in accounting 
from California State 

University, Sacramento 
and then a master’s 
degree, becoming 
a certified public 
accountant.

Raffety began her 
numbers career with a 
firm called SJ Gallina in 
Sacramento, a regional 
firm that specialized in 
construction accounting 
and audits. Three 
years later she started 
her own practice in 
Placerville and later 
opened a second office 
in Cameron Park.

“I knew I wanted to 
work for myself,” she 
laughed, saying she had 
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