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and children. But he believes there’s a di� erence 
between this and immigration-driven separation of 
families, since Child Protective Services attempts to 
reunite families whenever circumstances allow.

The trauma that can occur in a child after being 
separated from a family member — regardless of 
socioeconomic status, race or nationality — a� ects a 
child’s ability to form healthy attachments, according 
to Guerrero. It can lead to a distrust of authority 
fi gures, whether that’s another older relative, law 
enforcement or government as a whole. Mental 
illness, which shows itself di� erently in adults and 
in children, is another possibility. Adult depression 
typically looks like lethargy, isolation and sadness, 
but Guerrero said depression in a child presents itself 
as anger, irritation and “acting out.”

Speaking generally, not only of immigrant 
populations, Guerrero said unhealthy development 
can create cases of risky behavior like theft or drug 
use, which children use to fi ll a need they don’t feel 
they can fi ll any other way.

In some cases, as a child in this situation grows 
up and becomes more conscious of the world, this 
trauma manifests.

“They’ll look at the government and say, ‘These 
are the people responsible for me losing my mom 
and dad,’” he said. “There’s going to be some kind of 
venom in there.”

Success, with setbacks
In his own immigration process, Guerrero came 

to the U.S. from war-torn Nicaragua in the 1980s. 
Though his family ultimately stayed together 
throughout their escape and the path to citizenship, 
Guerrero spoke of some long-term e� ects of the 
immigration process on adults, at least from his 
experience.

Guerrero, his parents and older brother Denis left 
Nicaragua in the 1980s when the country was going 
through a revolution to overthrow its Communist 
regime, which he described as “an incredible amount 
of violence.”

While their goal was to end up in the U.S., they 
went to Canada with $500 to their names, knowing 
how di�  cult it was to obtain citizenship in America 
at that time. Despite Canada’s easier process and the 
opportunities there, Guerrero said the family came 
down to the U.S. due to Canada’s climate, which was 
di�  cult to adjust to coming from Central America. 
They knew they’d have to get used to a new language 
and culture, but were unprepared for minus-26-
degree winters.

So in sunnier, warmer California, the family 
eventually met with an immigration attorney in 
San Francisco. The attorney charged them $2,000 
to work toward citizenship and scheduled another 
meeting the following week. When the family 
returned to continue the legal process, the attorney’s 
o�  ce was vacated, up for sale and still in possession 
of the family’s money.

Despite future hesitations, this didn’t stop the 
family from pursuing citizenship; Guerrero became 
a citizen when he was 20 years old, 18 years after 
leaving Nicaragua. Guerrero’s parents did whatever 
they had to, including appointing Guerrero’s elder 

brother Denis as head of household at age 6 while 
they went to work at Burger King.

Guerrero still sees the e� ects the process had on 
his family years later, despite their successful ending. 
Twice, Guerrero’s family left all their possessions 
behind, no matter how sentimental or irreplaceable 
they were. Things were either stolen, given away or 
abandoned when the family had to move, he said. 
Now, his mother is meticulous about her possessions, 
to the point of having an alarm clock from the 1980s 
that has never left its plastic cover.

When Guerrero and his brother grew older, their 
parents became wary of the police, at times unable 
to distinguish them from immigration enforcement 
agents. Guerrero remembered thinking as a kid 
that the El Dorado County Sheri� ’s O�  ce STAR 
volunteer team were Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement agents.

Growing up in South Lake Tahoe near an accident-
prone intersection, Guerrero said his mother would 
call her sons inside immediately whenever there was 
a crash. Though she knew they had nothing to do 
with the crash, she did not want the family being 
questioned by police out of fear that their situation 
would unravel.

The line between law enforcement and 
immigration enforcement is becoming increasingly 
blurred, which can create problems elsewhere, 
Guerrero said in his o�  ce. He gave a domestic 
violence situation as an example: If an American 
citizen beats his partner who is not a legal citizen, 
she has nowhere to turn since she can’t call the police 
for fear of detainment and deportation. The citizen 
knows this and continues the violence because he 
knows he can get away with it, Guerrero said.

Immigration and crime
The stresses of family separation — and in some 

cases, immigration — can have a negative impact on 
some individuals, as Guerrero illustrated. But taken 
as a whole issue, immigration may have a di� erent 
e� ect on American society, according to two recent 
sociological studies.

Scientists are still fi guring it out and given the 
“undocumented” nature of the issue, there is little 
accurate data on how many immigrants are here 
illegally and what the extent of their infl uence is. 
But one sociology professor, Dr. Michael Light of 
the University of Wisconsin-Madison, took on the 
challenge, releasing two studies regarding illegal 
immigration, one in 2017 on drug problems and 
DUIs and another in 2018 on violent crime.

Both publications used data from the New York-
based Center for Migration Studies and the Pew 
Research Center to triangulate the unauthorized 
population. Crime data came from the FBI Uniform 
Crime Reports, which compile stats from over 
18,000 law enforcement agencies across the country. 
DUI and drug overdose data came from the National 
Highway Tra�  c Safety Administration and CDC, 
respectively. Both studies also use data from 1990 
to 2014 — a period during which the immigrant 
population rose from 3.5 million to nearly 11 million.

Light’s studies point to the social concern and 
political rhetoric that swirls around the infl ux of 

this population, since illegal immigration is often 
associated with problems such as violent crime and 
higher rates of drug use.

A local example includes the April 3 El Dorado 
County Board of Supervisors meeting, where local 
residents spoke out against SB 54. Amongst other 
comments against illegal immigration, Sheri�  
John D’Agostini argued the issue was not about 
compassion, but public safety.

“Those folks that are here legally stood in line and 
they’re here legally. Don’t have a problem with that,” 
D’Agostini said at the podium. “Those folks that 
are here illegally and are under the radar working, 
we don’t have time for them. But (for) those folks 
that are here illegally and are committing crimes — 
which is a vast majority — and are victimizing our 
residents, we need to work with federal partners 
to make sure they cannot victimize more of our 
residents.”

When asked to clarify crime statistics related to 
illegal immigration, El Dorado County Sheri� ’s 
O�  ce spokesman Anthony Prencipe said in 
September that the agency does not track the crimes 
of unauthorized immigrants, but does keep track 
of suspects’ citizenship. Of the 3,727 bookings the 
department had made within the last year — which 
could involve repeat o� enders — 87 were listed as 
having citizenship in a di� erent country. Prencipe 
said the non-U.S. citizenship designation includes 
unauthorized immigrants as well as those with 
proper documentation, such as visas.

Light’s studies address why these perceived 
ties between crime and immigration exist. When 
denied the social benefi ts and legal economic 
opportunities of citizens, some immigrants may turn 
to alternative forms of income, such as illicit drug 
markets. Unwilling to form relationships between 
law enforcement and other government entities for 
fear of deportation, violence may be used as a form of 
self-policing.

The studies do acknowledge that a “sizeable 
proportion of illegal drugs in the United States, 
particularly cocaine and heroin is smuggled across 
the U.S.-Mexico border” and an increase in drug 
overdose deaths that has coincided alongside 
increasing immigration rates.

But the greater context of Light’s studies seems to 
emphasize the word “coincide,” concluding through 
federal and nonpartisan data that an increase in 
immigrants doesn’t point to an increase in the crimes 
studied. He and fellow researchers Ty Miller and 
Dr. Brian Kelly found the opposite to be true: that 
an increase in unauthorized immigrants led to a 
decrease in DUI and drug arrests. They also cited 
research from 2005 and 2007 that “immigrants in 
general are less likely to use drugs and alcohol than 
are their U.S.-born counterparts.”

These numbers may stem from unauthorized 
immigrants’ desire to avoid behaviors that could lead 
to arrest and deportation, Light said.

A similar outcome concluded his 2018 study 
on violent crime, which was sent through various 
checks, including a look at victimization data to help 
balance out unreported crimes. The data, which 
looked at immigrants on an individual level and not 
at organized groups like drug cartels, showed that 
illegal immigration does not increase violence, but 
has the opposite e� ect actually lowering the violent 
crime rate, though not signifi cantly in all areas.

Though unauthorized immigrants are technically 
breaking a law by crossing an international border 
without authorization, Light’s study says by the 
nature of taking a step toward better economic and 
social conditions, immigration brings an infl ux of 
ambitious, motivated individuals to a region — and 
those who don’t want to draw attention to themselves 
through crime.

Light’s studies suggest that incidents like Luis 
Bracamontes’ October 2014 murder of two sheri� ’s 
deputies in Sacramento, a murder at a marijuana 
grow in Georgetown earlier this year and the DUI 
Soto’s husband incurred as a teenager are the 
exception rather than the norm.

Preconceived notions
The school year brings a start as untarnished, 

in theory, as Julian’s brand-new LEGO Batman 
backpack. But Soto recalls the words Julian’s fellow 
fi rst-grader said to him late last spring:

“You’re black. Why are you black? No one will play 
with you because you’re black.”

When Julian came home with questions about this 
encounter, it sparked a childhood memory of Soto’s 
own, when a friend and frequent playmate suddenly 
stopped meeting up. When Soto asked why, the girl 
responded, “Because my mom says I can’t play with 
kids who are darker than me.”

In answering Julian’s questions last spring, Soto 
warned him he might face certain opinions because 
of his skin color and bilingual upbringing. When 
asked why she believes there is a disconnect between 
citizens and immigrants — and between people 
with lighter skin and darker skin, since Soto and 
her children were all born Americans — she feels it 
comes down to how a person is raised.

“Were you taught to respect everyone, or that you 
behave a certain way toward people of a certain 
color?” she says, adding that the disconnect is 
furthered by little conversation taking place between 
citizens and immigrants.

As for the immigration crisis itself, Soto is torn. 
She — like Guerrero, who fl ed murderers, rapists 
and people with no regard for life and safety — does 
not believe borders should be open to everyone and 
anyone. But those already here should have an easier 
path to citizenship, she says.

Though Garcia is not physically here now, he has 
left remnants of a life in the U.S. and in Placerville — 
remnants Soto is hoping to recover through a lawsuit 
fi led this past spring against the American Consulate, 
the United States Citizenship and Immigration 
Services and the National Visa Center.

According to Soto, her attorney, who won a similar 
lawsuit last June, said this one has a 50/50 shot 
given Garcia’s main hindrance: Entering the U.S. 
illegally twice instead of once.

When asked whether she’s optimistic Soto lets out 
a small laugh and pauses.

“I hope I’m hopeful.” 
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A Letter to the Community,

I feel a need to respond to the outpouring of emotion from the El Dorado 
County community around my retirement and the closing of Randolph 
Jewelers. We have been so busy with the sale that I have not had time to 
engage with the hundreds of people who have come by to express their 
sadness at the loss of the store, their gratitude for the years of service and 
their best wishes for my retirement. I share the sadness at the loss of this 
iconic business. It doesn’t feel good to be the one to close it down after 166 
years but there is no other way; believe me I’ve tried. Almost 1000 jewelry stores close each year across the US. The most 
common reason is that one generation ages out and the next does not want 
to take over. That is our story as well. My son Alex has worked with me for 
several years but has other options which he has decided to pursue. It was a 
difficult decision for both of us but I believe it is the best choice for him.WHY NOT SELL IT? Inventory and overhead are prohibitively 
expensive today and changes in brick and mortar retailing make it a risky 
investment. I was able to borrow the money to buy the store in 1981 
but that is impossible now. We are still open and I expect that after the 
inventory is sold off – hopefully around the end of January, someone new 
will occupy the space and provide the services that the community still 
needs. I will keep you posted.

Bill Randolph was a beloved figure in this community and heard the same 
sense of loss and doubt about the future that I hear now. 38 years later it 
seems to have turned out OK for everyone. I must recognize the staff for their contributions in making the store what 
it is today. Each of them has skills beyond my own in their areas of expertise 
and they have made Randolphs what it is today.It has been a great run and I thank you all for the love and support over 
the years.

Sincerely,  Charlie Stephens
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