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WARRANTS: Paperwork details county probe; officials respond
Continued from page 1


BY SALLY MORRIS
THE TRINITY JOURNAL


A frequent and vocal partici-
pant in Trinity County’s ongoing 
process of creating commercial 
cannabis licensing rules vented 
his outrage during the last coun-
ty Planning Commission meet-
ing on May 24 after county law 
enforcement officers served a 
warrant on his operation outside 
of Hayfork that morning, eradi-
cating his plants and collecting 
other property from the site.


Jake Grossman-Crist said he 
has been involved in the coun-
ty’s evolving regulatory process 
“since day one, even before there 
was a cultivation ordinance, and 
tonight I am at a loss for words.” 


Speaking at the start of the 
commission meeting in Weaver-
ville during the time for public 
comment regarding items not 
on the agenda, Grossman-Crist 
claimed he’s been a licensed culti-
vator for three years, runs a clean 
business and has filed a Type 3 li-
cense application currently being 
processed by the county. 


A Type 3 license, allowing 
outdoor cultivation of 10,001 
square feet up to one acre of total 


canopy, is the largest cultivation 
license type the county has so 
far agreed to permit, setting a 
limit of 15 on the total number.


Grossman-Crist said the Board 
of Supervisors and planning staff 
“have all worked their hearts out” 
to make the county licensing 
program work, but that morning 
he had been “totally screwed” 
when Deputy Planning Director 
Leslie Hubbard informed the offi-
cers serving the warrant that no 
2018/19 license had been issued 
for the site. The search warrant 
indicated that no permits have 
been issued for the site.


“I live in Hayfork. I could be 
blind and still find illegal grow 
sites everywhere, let alone a 
really clean, three-year licensed 
business. I’ve been to huge grow 
sites all over the state and seen 
state of the art. We are a tiny 
community with no experience 
except for cultivating,” he said. 


He argued the state and the 
county have spent “God knows 
how much money figuring this 
out. We are running in circles 
dealing with ungodly regula-
tions. Why did I ever step into the 
limelight and try to get licenses? 
I’ve paid so much money, and 


the Sheriff’s Department just 
stormed my house with our twin 
7-month-old babies there. All my 
friends are laughing at me. You 
want to talk about crime? It feels 
the same when police come into 
your house with guns.”


Other speakers suggested that 
changing the one-year licensing 
terms from the current April 
1 through the following March 
31 to a one-year license from 
the anniversary date of issu-
ance would help clarify renewal 
deadlines for applicants and also 
help planning staff spread out 
the workload to avoid the spring 
crunch when all renewals are 
being processed at once.


Tom Ballanco of Douglas City 
said that in the uranium mining 
business he is familiar with, per-
mits are renewed every 10 years, 
“but they’re allowed to keep op-
erating during the renewal peri-
od unless they change anything. 
We need something like that in 
the cultivation program. Jake 
and Olivia (Caccavo) have been 
engaged in the county process, 
and we want this to be a produc-
tive, beneficial program, but we 
really need to tighten it down. It’s 
getting expensive and ridiculous. 


Things are slipping through the 
cracks that shouldn’t be.”


A cultivator in Burnt Ranch, 
Nicolas Holiday said “plenty of 
us have been in this program 
for multiple years, but honest-
ly, after what has gone down 
today, we are very wary of the 
whole thing now if Jake can slip 
through the cracks. He’s the 
squeakiest wheel of all. We need 
end dates for renewal so the 
work doesn’t all squeeze down 
to May. I’ve paid thousands of 
dollars (to the county) each year, 
and there’s no reason permits 
should ever lapse.”


Planning Commission Chairman 
Richard Hoard noted the license 
renewal date issue has gone for-
ward to the Board of Supervisors 
and the language is in the process 
of being changed as suggested to 
say one-year from the anniversary 
date of issuance throughout the 
county ordinances.


In response to the previous 
comments, Planning Director 
Rick Tippett said licenses aren’t 
lapsing during the renewal peri-
od before the next year’s license 
kicks in.


“There hasn’t been a problem 
with that. But if you expand, 


going from one license type to an-
other, you have to wait,” he said, 
adding “if you’re going from a 
5,000-square foot grow to 10,000 
square feet, or initiate business-
es we’re still trying to permit, 
we cannot see that as permitted 
activity. If you don’t have that 
license in hand, it is not licensed, 
and we have expressed that to all 
applicants coming in. The day you 
can start the activity is the day 
you hold your license in hand.”


Speaking from the audience, 
District 4 Supervisor Terrence 
Mines said, “All people in the 
program feel they are still being 
treated like illegal growers. It’s 
happening throughout this coun-
ty by elected officials. This prop-
erty was in process, and mean-
while there’s 5,000 illegal grows 
still going on in this county.”


He argued the county is in 
desperate need of the economic 
activity cannabis brings, say-
ing public confidence in the 
licensing program “is being 
undermined. The intention is to 
undermine manufacturing and 
everything else, killing the one 
sliver of economic hope we have. 
Are we trying to sink it or trying 
to save it?”


paperwork and there was not a county or state permit for 
the operation, Barcellona stated.


“In the drainage to the southwest of the eight green-
houses, soil was found over 150 feet below the pad, in 
an unnamed tributary to Little Creek,” Barcellona wrote. 
“It was apparent that earlier heavy rains had pushed 
red silt and dirt down from the large dirt pads into the 
tributary towards Little Creek.”


The property owner was Lawrence Crist of Vermont, 
the commercial cannabis permit applicant was Jordan 
Davis, and deputies contacted Crist’s daughter-in-law, 
Olivia Caccavo, with her two infant children at the prop-
erty, Barcellona wrote.


Barcellona wrote that he interviewed Deputy Planning 
Director Leslie Hubbard June 1 for the cultivation case. 
Hubbard informed him that on the previous day, May 
31, Kuhns and Long ordered her to issue a retroactive 
permit for the parcel for the 2017-18 cultivation year 
(ending March 31, 2018), which would make it eligible 
for a provisional license for the current cultivation year, 
2018-19, Barcellona stated in the affidavit.


This would obviously make it look like the parcel was 
permitted for cultivating cannabis prior to the service 
of the May 24 search warrant, Barcellona stated. “Based 
on the statements given by Leslie Hubbard, I believe the 
Trinity County CAO (Richard Kuhns) and Trinity County 
Counsel (Margaret Long) are attempting to circumvent a 
criminal investigation by changing the dates of issuance 
of the cannabis permit for the suspect parcel.”


A search warrant was signed by Judge Michael Harper, 
and on June 4 the Sheriff’s Office conducted the search 
at the Trinity County Planning Department Cannabis 
Division on Airport Road.


Deputies reported seizing a cannabis cultivation 
license for 2017-18, a temporary provisional license 
for 2018-19, electronic data, emails and other records 
regarding the property.


The accusations in the affidavit and press release are 
untrue, Long told the Journal.


She provided a copy of the 2017-18 cannabis license 
for the property that had been issued by Planning Direc-
tor Rick Tippett dated June 1, eight days after the raid. 
That is not backdating, nor was anyone asked to back-
date it, she noted.


The Journal has been provided a declaration from 
Tippett that stated, “At no time was I, or were any of 
the employees I supervise, ordered or directed by either 
County Administrative Officer Richard Kuhns or Coun-
ty Counsel Margaret Long to backdate or misdate any 
commercial cannabis licenses.”


“No one stormed in and said, ‘You issue that,’ Tippett 
told the Journal, adding that Kuhns gave Hubbard the 
direction to issue the 2017-18 license after the file was 
pulled and determined to be complete. Tippett said he 
100 percent agreed with that direction and would have 
for any applicant. 


Tippett said in the declaration that he’s responsible for 
issuing commercial cannabis licenses, and he issued this 
particular license based on his opinion that on June 1 the 
applicant had submitted all the necessary paperwork. Hub-
bard signed that she concurred with Tippett’s statement.


The permit was issued on June 1 for the previous 
cultivation year because that was when the application 
came in, Long said. A benefit of this is that the applicant 


doesn’t lose their place in line in a situation where there 
is a cap on the number of permits and the applicant 
is eligible for a provisional license good to Aug. 31 the 
following year, she added.


However, she said neither she nor Kuhns told Hubbard 
to issue a “retroactive permit.”


Long said the conversation she recalls having with 
Hubbard was to ask if she had all the necessary docu-
ments to issue a license, and the answer was yes.


“That’s all from a legal perspective I’m looking at,” Long 
said. “I don’t have the ability to tell her to do anything.”


This year the county issued 19 other expired cannabis 
licenses, she said, and the licenses are not in effect until 
the issuance date.


“The county’s actions did not have, and could not have 
had, any implications on the sheriff’s criminal case,” she 
said. The property still doesn’t have a state license, Long 
added.


Long and Kuhns both indicated that the Sheriff’s De-
partment doesn’t understand the process.


Kuhns said in an email, “Concerning the Sheriff’s 
press release, all decisions are vetted through the appro-
priate staff, the Planning Department has a legal obliga-
tion to issue a license to applicants who have submitted 
all required materials.


“We will continue to work with the Sheriff’s Depart-
ment to assist them in understanding the process,” 
Kuhns wrote.


The county has contacted the state Attorney General’s 
Office to step in and clear the issues up, Long said.


From the Planning Department, Hubbard said she’d 
been told not to comment and referred questions to 
Tippett, Long and Kuhns.


Regarding the persons involved with the cultivation, 
Tom Ballanco, the attorney for applicant Jordan Davis, 
said the Type 3 license was in progress at the time of 
the raid and Davis already had a Type 2 license. 


“They did not have their piece of paper issued yet, 
no, but they had paid their fees,” Ballanco said, and the 
qualification to receive a conditional use permit needed 
for Type 3, being a Type 2 holder in good standing since 
2016, were met.


The lag time and issuance of permits either already 
expired or close to expiring isn’t unusual, Ballanco 
said, noting that Davis was issued his 2016-17 license in 
October 2017, a year after he applied for it and after the 


2016-17 season had ended.
The program is new and has had “fits and starts,” he 


said, and the hope is it will become more streamlined.
Regarding the environmental issues cited in the 


warrant affidavit for the county search, Ballanco said a 
storm water protection plan designed by a water board 
certified professional was used. However, if there is a 
problem violating the water board order that would have 
to be addressed, he said.


Although the property owner’s son, Jake Grossman- 
Crist, spoke at the May 24 Planning Commission meet-
ing about the raid earlier that day, Ballanco said the 
license holder is Davis.


The Journal emailed Deputy Barcellona and Sheriff’s 
Department Information Officer Jill Lynn seeking an 
update on the case since the June 4 news release. On 
Tuesday, Lynn said the investigation is ongoing and 
there will be no further press releases or response to 
Kuhns’ and Long’s statements from the Sheriff’s Office 
until it is complete.


Timeline leading to planning search
The Journal compiled the following timeline based on 


the warrant affidavits, declaration from Planning Direc-
tor Rick Tippett and licenses issued:


MAY 17
At 5:24 a.m. while driving on Highway 3 toward Hay-


fork, code enforcement officer Rob Barcellona notes 
bright lights on a hillside northeast of the Windy Point 
area. He observes a large number of hoop houses illumi-
nating from across the canyon. Later, accompanied by 
an SPI employee they drive through SPI property to the 
private parcel which has neither fence nor “no trespass-
ing signs.” Barcellona observes eight hoop houses, noting 
that two closest have approximately 200 marijuana 
plants. 


MAY 22
Flying back from Hayfork in a fixed wing aircraft, Sgt. 


Nate Trujillo sees a large amount of hoop houses near 
Windy Point off the highway. It’s determined to be the 
same property. 


MAY 24
After confirming with the Planning Department that 


the necessary permits hadn’t been obtained for the 
property, the Sheriff’s Office gets a search warrant for the 
property and seizes marijuana, cash and paperwork.


MAY 31
Per Barcellona, Planner Hubbard tells him that on May 


31 Long and Kuhns ordered her to retroactively issue a 
cannabis permit for the property for the 2017-18 cultiva-
tion year, which is over.


JUNE 1
Trinity County Planning Department Director Rick 


Tippett issues a commercial cannabis permit for the 
property for the 2017-18 cultivation year which ended in 
March, dated June 1, 2018. Tippett also issues a tempo-
rary provisional permit for the property for the 2018-19 
cultivation year dated June 1, 2018.


JUNE 4
Judge Harper signs the warrant to search for and 


seize all documents physical and electronic pertaining 
to cannabis permitting, building permitting, notes and 
other paperwork, emails to and from personnel at the 
Planning/Cannabis and Building Divisions related to the 
suspect parcel. Officers seized multiple documents and 
electronic data that day.


County Counsel Margaret Long County CAO Richard Kuhns


Grower participating in process outraged over cannabis bust
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ELECTION 2018


BY SALLY MORRIS
THE TRINITY JOURNAL


Surviving and thriving through unforeseen changes 
and challenges over the past four years, the Hayfork High 
School graduating class of 2018 numbers just 15 stu-
dents, but they are proud of the resilience they’ve learned 
and ready to take on new chapters in their lives.


Some are bound for college: Sacramento State, Chico 
State, Simpson University, Shasta College or College of the 
Siskiyous where they plan to study nursing, law, firefight-
ing, biology or technical careers. Some plan to stay in 
town to work for the Watershed Center, become a metal 
fabricator or an auto mechanic. One is writing a story and 
wants to learn studio animation. One will move to Eureka 
to work with his uncle in a lumber mill. Another is mov-
ing to Alaska to fish.  


Friends, family members and other well-wishers packed 
the Hayfork High School gymnasium last Friday night for 
a formal graduation send-off in which there seemed to be 


a recurring theme of strength gained through overcom-
ing adversity.


Class President Haley Pauling started things off by ad-
mitting every student was guilty of counting down their 
last days in high school before realizing “maybe it’s not 
been so bad. We saw our class size shrink by half over 
the past four years; we lost two English teachers and then 
most of our classrooms to mold. But the challenges have 
helped us become resilient and ready for whatever comes 
next.”


She said class members share “memories we’ll never 
forget. We’ve held fundraisers in rain, hail and snow. 
We’ve had broken arms on field trips. But we want to 
thank all of you for being here and for all the support of 
these graduates.” 


Pauling was joined by the class valedictorian Mail-
ia Yang in singing a beautifully harmonized, acapella 
rendition of the national anthem. Yang and salutatorian 


BY AMY GITTELSOHN
THE TRINITY JOURNAL


Information that the county administrative officer and 
county attorney allegedly ordered a planner to issue a 
retroactive cultivation permit after the property had been 
raided by law enforcement prompted last week’s warrant 
search at the Trinity County Planning Department Can-
nabis Division, according to court documents. 


County Counsel Margaret Long and CAO Richard Kuhns 
disagree with many of the statements contained in the 


warrant request, as well 
as the subsequent news 
release from the Trinity 
County Sheriff’s Office 
that “deputies had re-


ceived information that officials in top county government 
were attempting to alter evidence in a criminal matter.”


As of early this week, no one involved with the grow or 
from the county had been charged in the case.


The Journal obtained the returned warrants with a 
public records request to the court.


From the Sheriff’s Office, Code Enforcement Officer 
Rob Barcellona stated in an affidavit seeking a search 
warrant that the May 24 raid on the property north of 
Hayfork Summit in Douglas City yielded 3,671 grow-
ing marijuana plants in six greenhouses, concentrated 
cannabis, more than $8,000 in cash and 48 pounds of 
processed marijuana. Although paperwork had been 
started for a cannabis permit at the site, the Planning 
Department had confirmed there were issues with the 


BY AMY GITTELSOHN
AND SALLY MORRIS
THE TRINITY JOURNAL


The Trinity County Elections 
Office has processed 472 more 
ballots since election night, with 
little change in the outcome. 
Per Dero Forslund, who ran this 
election for the county, there are 
about 300 ballots left to add to 
the tally.


“I’m fairly confident we’re 
going to have a runoff for the 
sheriff,” Forslund said.


That likely runoff in November 
will be between retired CHP Capt. 
Tim Saxon and sheriff’s Cpl. Ron 
Hanover. 


Turnout for the sheriff’s elec-
tion stands at 50 percent and will 
increase a little when the remain-
ing votes are added in.


The latest tally shows Saxon 


leading with 1,830 votes (48.3 
percent), followed by Hanover 
with 1,404 votes (37.1 percent) 
and sheriff’s Deputy Mark Potts 
with 550 votes (14.5 percent). To 
win the election outright, one of 
the candidates would have had to 
capture at least 50 percent of the 
vote plus one.


The trickle-in results fol-
lowing Election Day are due to 
several factors. Mail-in ballots 


which were turned in at the 
polls on Election Day and some 
of the mail-in ballots turned in 
at the Courthouse on Election 
Day still had to have signatures 
verified.


Mail-in ballots postmarked by 
Election Day, June 5, were accept-
ed through Friday, June 8. There 
were also provisional ballots 
from various precincts where the 
person came in to vote but could 


not be found on the poll books. 
The Elections Office then must 
make sure they’re qualified and 
did not already do a mail-in vote. 
There is also a certain amount 
of time for voters to “cure” the 
problem if their signatures didn’t 
seem to match or they forgot to 
sign their mail-in ballot, ending 
today, June 13.


November runoff in sheriff, Dist. 4 supervisor races


Hayfork High graduates ‘resilient’ class of 15


Warrants detail county probe


Hayfork High School graduation 2018


Officials say Sheriff’s Office doesn’t understand process of cannabis licensing


WAYNE R. AGNER | THE TRINITY JOURNAL
Hayfork High School’s class of 2018 poses outside, displaying diplomas, following graduation ceremonies Friday evening, June 8, inside the HHS gymnasium.


Hayfork High School senior class president Haley Pauling, left, and vale-
dictorian Mailia Yang perform the national anthem.
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