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What do you do with a broken
necklace? Or a glitchy computer or
smartphone? Or a shirt with a
missing button? You could just toss
it — or you could take it to
Sebastopol’s first Repair Café, where
volunteer repair people, from
seamstresses to electronics experts,
will be on hand to fix your item for
free. 

The Repair Café is being held
under the auspices of the Sebastopol
Educational Foundation on
Saturday, Oct. 6, from noon to 4 p.m.
at Park Side Elementary School in
Sebastopol.

Ruth Richards and Debbie
Ramirez, the creators of the event,
are encouraging people to bring in
broken items that they’d like to have
repaired, including smartphones,
computers, small appliances,
musical instruments, jewelry,
lamps, clothes, shoes, bikes, toys,
crockery and even books. There will
also be a place for tool and knife
sharpening.

“The idea of creating a repair café
for Sebastopol has been on my radar
for a long time,” said Ramirez, who
is also a school board member for
the Sebastopol Union School
District. 

Repair cafés were first created in

the Netherlands in 2009 as a way of
keeping things out of the landfill and
promoting community. Since then,
they have popped up all over the
United States. 

Ramirez said there are three
reasons she thought Sebastopol
needed a repair café: to make life
here more affordable, to improve the

environment and to model a
different and better way of living for
the next generation. 

“It’s important for kids to
understand that there’s a different
way of dealing with broken stuff,”
said Ramirez. “Ideally, in the future,
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More than survival and wildfire
recovery are being celebrated this
October in Sonoma County. At the
44th annual Sonoma County
Harvest Fair this weekend the
region’s bounty of premium wines
and wine country culinary award
winners will be sipped, savored
and saluted as well.

From a total of more than 1,000
Sonoma County professional wine
entries, there will be 344 gold
medal winning wines and dozens of
best of class winners — all led by
this year’s trio of sweepstakes
winners.

Healdsburg’s Breathless
Sparkling Wines won the
sweepstakes for specialty wines for
its 2012 Brut Sparkling and Dry
Creek Valley’s Ferrari-Carano won
the sweepstakes for white wines
for its 2017 Fumé Blanc. Buena
Vista of Sonoma Valley won the
third sweepstakes in the red wine
category for its 2016 Bela’s
Selection Russian River Pinot Noir.

Not just the wines, but the
growers, vineyard managers and
winemakers also are being
honored during the annual Harvest
Fair.

Among the honorees this year is
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Residents who live within
Sebastopol city limits will find two
local measures on their election
ballots. Both are tax-related, with the
potential to bring millions of dollars
to the city for years to come. The
measures need a simple majority
vote to be approved. 

MEASURE Q
In 2012 voters passed a half-cent

sales tax with an expiration date of
March 31, 2021. Measure R would
extend that sales tax indefinitely,
unless voters choose to repeal it.

City attorney Larry McLaughlin
said the sales tax provides $1.4
million in annual revenue. Those
funds support programs and
services, including police, fire, public
works and administration. The
revenue also represents
approximately 15 percent of the
city’s annual budget. 

McLaughlin said the current sales
tax rate in Sebastopol is 8.875
percent, including 6 percent for the
state, .875 percent for the county, .25
percent for SMART and 1.75 percent
for the city. The city’s portion of the
revenues generated from the sales
tax is placed in the city’s general
fund. 

Not everyone supports the
“indefinite” measure. Dan
Drummond, executive director of
Sonoma County Taxpayers
Association, wrote an argument
against the measure. The argument
will not be on the ballot because it
was not turned in before deadline. 

Drummond said approval of this
measure forfeits voters’ right to ever
approve its renewal again. In his
argument, Drummond said most city
councils, when faced with an
expiring sales tax provision, ask

Photo Rollie Atkinson
STOMP IT — It’s not all drinking.
There’s also grape stomping, chef
demonstrations and lots more .

Get it fixed at Sebastopol’s Repair Cafe

Sonoma West Medical Center
files Chapter 7 bankruptcy 

Harvest Fair this weekend

What do tax
measures Q and
R mean for
Sebastopol?

WHAT’S ONLINE THIS WEEK?
Zoning update approved in Sebastopol
Sonoma County Measure M
Memories of the fires
Take the pedestrian safety survey

It’s pumpkin season!
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Colored leaves are starting to fall,
mornings are crisp and birds are
starting to fly south — it will soon be
time to decorate for autumn and
Halloween. There are a number of
pumpkin patches across Sonoma
County that are now open for

business, offering a variety of
pumpkins and family-friendly
activities.

SEBASTOPOL AND WEST
COUNTY

Just north of Sebastopol on
Highway 116, pumpkin lovers can
find a large array of jack-o-lanterns-
to-be at Hale's Apple Farm, 1526
Gravenstein Hwy. North. 

Hale’s also offers unusual
pumpkin varieties — white, green,
gold, striped and speckled — as well
as elaborate gourds and squash for

Pumpkin patches are now
open and offer a variety of
activities 

See Pumpkins Page 7
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HALE AND HARDY — Bob Costa lives in Occidental, but he and wife Barbara
get their pumpkins and seasonal gourds at Hale’s Apple Farm.
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Sonoma West Medical Center (the
former Palm Drive Hospital) has
filed Chapter 7 bankruptcy. 

The filing comes after the
termination of SWMC, Inc.’s
management contract with the Palm
Drive Health Care District on Sept.
9. The hospital district is now in
contract with Advanced American
Management Group, which will
manage the facility as Sonoma
Specialty Hospital, formerly Sonoma
West Medical Center.

Dan Smith, SWMC president, said
now that SWMC is done with its
responsibility to the hospital, the
most responsible thing to do next is

to turn nonexempt assets into cash.
“The easy and best way for us to

do that is liquidate,” Smith said.
“Everybody gets treated fairly.”

The decision to file comes at a
critical time for SWMC as it faces a
multi-million dollar lawsuit by
Anthem Blue Cross/Blue Shield.
According to the United States
Courts, Chapter 7 of the Bankruptcy
Code provides for “liquidation” —
the sale of a debtor’s nonexempt
property and the distribution of the
proceeds to creditors.

State statute identifies what
property is determined exempt or
nonexempt, which varies depending
on what category the asset falls
under.
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FIXER UPPERS — Ruth Richards and Debbie Ramirez are the creators of
Sebastopol’s new Repair Café, which will be held this Saturday, Oct. 6, at Park
Side School. 

Health care district candidate
forum is Thursday, October 11
By E.I. Hillin
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The Palm Drive Health Care
District was formed in April 2000
and is managed by five publicly
elected members, who serve on the
board for a four-year term. 

The district, primarily funded by
parcel taxes, owns the hospital
building that is now operated by
American Advanced Management
Group. The primary function of the
PDHCD board of directors is to
oversee the spending of the
taxpayers’ money. 

According to the Association of
California Healthcare Districts,
districts provide access to essential
health services and are directly
accountable at the community level. 

The district is also responsible for
submitting annual financial reports
to the California State Controller
and obeys all state laws governing
public records, record keeping,
elections and public access to
documents.

Two spots are opening on the
board due to term ends for Dennis
Colthurst, current president of the
board, and Richard Powers, MD,
board vice-president, who is not
running for re-election. 

Colthurst is running for his
second term, while retired tax
attorney Richard Power is looking to
join the district board for the first
time. Dan Smith, president of
Sonoma West Medical Center, has
served on the PDHCD board
previously but resigned his seat in
2011 due to a conflict of interest. 

The League of Women Voters is
holding a candidate forum on Oct. 11
at 6 p.m. at the Community Church
in Sebastopol, 1000 Gravenstein
Highway North. Smith and Power
have confirmed with Sonoma West
Times & News they will be attending
the forum. Colthurst will not be able
to attend due to a knee-replacement
surgery. 

Here are the candidate state -
ments from all three candidates: 
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