
Candidate statements 
Dennis Colthurst, 67, is a

retired law enforcement offi-
cer. 

In the candidate statement
he submitted to the Sonoma
County Voters Registrar’s
Office he wrote:

“I have been privileged to
serve on the Palm Drive
Health Care District Board of
Directors for nearly four
years. During that time, we
reopened the hospital,
Sonoma West Medical
Center. We have
served nearly
30,000 patients.

The hospital
was vital during
the firestorms
last October. The
facility accepted
patients for
admission, hav-
ing been evacuat-
ed from the
closed hospitals
in Santa Rosa.

We continue
to evolve and
work on the financial stabili-
ty to sustain this vital com-
munity resource.
Additionally, the district has
allocated and spent funds to
support community health
support. $122,000 in this bud-
get year has been designated
for much community support
… Rural health care and edu-
cation are a fiscal challenge.
This fact is well known. Only
with constant work and com-
munity support can the pro-
ject succeed. I would appreci-
ate your vote to continue the
journey.” 

Richard W. Power, 73, is
a retired tax attorney.

In the candidate statement
he submitted to the Sonoma
County Voters
Registrar’s Office
he wrote:

“I am a recent-
ly retired tax
attorney with
extensive experi-
ence in using the
tax code to
finance afford-
able housing. I
also set up and
obtained the tax
exemption for the
original nonprofit
that acquired the
hospital from Columbia ACH

and sat on its
board.

Once the dis-
trict was formed,
I withdrew from
active involve-
ment with Palm
Drive. I have con-
tinued to watch
and advise, when
asked, the efforts
to successfully
operate the hospi-
tal. 

Despite good
intentions, those

efforts have failed. If elected
I pledge to work to close, if
necessary, and
dispose of the
hospital and land.
The resulting
funds would be
used to retire cur-
rent debt, includ-
ing the over four-
year-old
bankruptcy
claims of the dis-
trict’s former
employees and
creditors. I would
then poll you, the
voters as to
whether the district should
continue.” 

Dan Smith, 72, is the
founder of E-Health Records

International,
Inc.

In the candi-
date statement he
submitted to the
Sonoma County
Voters
Registrar’s Office
he wrote:

“The Palm
Drive Healthcare
District is in
transition and
needs experi-
enced and disci-
plined manage-

ment more than ever. The
district has served the com-
munity for 18 years and
saved many lives during this
time, but it is now time to
transition the hospital into
other ownership that can
provide services to the com-
munity through a sale or
lease… 

This opportunity should
not be passed up. Having
completed this transition,
the district will have served
its purpose and should
reduce its overhead, settle its
bankruptcy and focus on
repayment of bonds.

Once this has been accom-
plished, I will
support transfer-
ring the district
to the county for
completion of
bonds repayment
to further reduce
expenses. 

I will not sup-
port using the dis-
trict’s tax dollars
to support other
already well-
funded programs
that serve only a
portion of the

community but will focus on
bond and debt repayment.”

Filing a petition under Chapter 7
“automatically stays” (stops) most collection
actions against the debtor or the debtor’s
property. Smith said filing Chapter 7
basically nullifies the lawsuit. “There is
nobody to sue,” he said.

The suit filed on Sept. 28 estimates SWMC
has $100,000 to $500,000 in assets and a
minimum of $1 million in liabilities. An
estimated 176 creditors are involved in the
bankruptcy. 

Anthem Blue Cross, and its affiliates Blue
Cross and Blue Shield from nine states, filed
a lawsuit on June 1 against Sonoma West
Medical Center and the management of its
toxicology program, alleging a fraudulent
billing scheme.

Barbara Vogelsang, former SWMC chief
operating officer (COO), said the hospital
predicted the bankruptcy filing.

“We took every measure that we could to
ensure employee benefits were paid,” she
said. “We processed payroll quickly and
made it a priority to pay as many local
vendors as we could.”

Vogelsang has made the transition with
the facility and is now COO of Sonoma
Specialty Hospital. She said making sure the
SWMC employees were paid what they were
owed was personal to her.

“We haven’t had any issues with

employees getting shafted,” she said.
Palm Drive Hospital employees involved

in the 2014 bankruptcy have yet to receive
their final paychecks or accrued paid time
off. 

PDHCD sent a request for proposal for the
sale of the SWMC in May after mounting
fears that the hospital was running out of
money. Since reopening in October 2015, a
string of incidents crippled the hospital’s
ability to make a profit.

Hospital operations were curtailed by a
discovery of a black mold contamination that
shut down the surgery rooms on May 31,
2017. A fire in the boiler room on December
12, 2017, impacted revenues and took months
to repair.

A glimmer of financial hope for the
hospital from the controversial toxicology
program was extinguished due to the $13.5
million claim filed against the hospital by
Anthem in February. And in April, the
hospital’s CT (CAT) scanner went down,
further reducing the hospital’s ability to
provide billable services.

After closing its doors in bankruptcy in
2014, Palm Drive Hospital reemerged as
Sonoma West Medical Center, a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit corporation, in 2015. PDHCD
entered into a management services
agreement with Sonoma West Medical
Center, Inc. to operate the hospital.

The health care district, whose primary
source of funding is parcel taxes, owns the
hospital building.

people will just fix things. In
a way, it’s going back to how
things used to be: you would
get a quality item, and you
would maintain it; you would
repair it, and there wasn’t
such a sense of
disposability.”

Sebastopol Union School
District Sustainability
Coordinator Saivya
Birnbaum is excited that the
SEF is sponsoring Repair
Café.

“We owe it to our future
generations to get creative
with our belongings and find
ways to reuse and re-create
them instead of tossing them
in to the landfill,” she said.
“The Repair Café reminds us
that repairing items is not
only a way of the past, but a
must for a sustainable
future.”

Ramirez, who expects to
have 25 volunteer repair
people at the event, says
she’s been gratified by the
community response. 

“I’ve been amazed at how
many people have signed up
to help out,” she said. “People
have really responded to this

idea, in part because they
want to help SEF, in part
because they like the idea of a
Repair Café and in part
because they just like fixing
things. The community has
really stepped up.” 

Recology, the garbage
collection company, is the
official sponsor of the event. 

“Thanks to them, we
actually have a small
budget,” Ramirez said, noting
that most of the money will
be used to pay for parts
needed to repair the items. 

“In addition, we’ve gotten
support from Mombo’s Pizza,
Guayaki and Community
Market, which are providing
food for the volunteers at the
event. Andy Cohen, owner of
the electronics store eStuff,
which closed in August,
donated a lot of parts for the
electronics section of the
Repair Café.” (See the full list
of community partners at 
sef-pc.com/community-
partners.html.)

Students from Analy’s
Project Make volunteered to
help as well.

“Four students from
Analy’s Project Make will be
helping to set up the event in
the morning, and then they’ll
help with repairs,” Ramirez

said. “Project Make students
also made the signage for the
event and built the donation
boxes, which will be placed
around the Park Side
multipurpose room.” 

The repairs are free, but
there will be plenty of
opportunities to donate.
Interestingly, any money
placed in the donation boxes
will go, not to the Sebastopol
Education Foundation, but to
funding the next repair café.
In addition to the donation
boxes, however, there will be
both a bake sale and pop-up
garage sale, and all the
proceeds from those events
will go to SEF.

Ramirez said she hopes to
set up tables and chairs to
create a little café area where
people can sit and chat, while
they eat their goodies and
wait for their items to be
repaired. 

The community Repair
Café happens on Saturday,
Oct. 6, from noon to 4 p.m. at
the Park Side Elementary
School multi-purpose room,
7450 Bodega Ave., Sebastopol.

Find out more about
Sebastopol’s Repair Café and
see list of who’s signed up to
repair what at sef-pc.com
/repair-cafe.html

After the fi res, it takes 
time to recover.

Take That Time.

866.960.6264CALL OR
TEXT

Free mental health and wellness resources available

or visit MySonomaStrong.com
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FIXER — Local inventor/musician Andy Graham will be one of 25 repair volunteers at the Sebastopol
community Repair Cafe. 
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