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INTERLAKEN » Bob Morales fol-
lowed his own rules, of which he
had a few: Men should show af-
fection, for example.

Morales, who called Watson-
ville home, was known globally
as Ritchie Valens’ hardened older
brother, or La Bamba Bob, as he
became known for a tough-guy
portrayal in the 1987 hit biopic
“La Bamba.”

Morales embodied his gritty

reputation. He smoked pot ev-
ery day of adulthood and wore a
mohawk with pride when he died
Saturday night at 81.

“We knew this day would
come,” said Bly Olivia Morales,
39, his daughter.

Morales was with his wife,
Joanie,whenhedied about 9p.m.
at his family home.

“He was a benefit-of-the-doubt
kind of guy,” Joanie Morales said.

“Healways toldpeople, ‘Always
tell the people you care about that
you love them because you might
not know when you will see them

again,’” Joanie Morales said. “He
told me every single day, ‘Some-
body asks me about my brother.’”

Valens was 17 when he was in a
plane crash Feb. 3, 1959, with mu-
sicians Buddy Holly and the Big
Bopper — a famous point in rock
n’ roll history known as “The Day
theMusicDied.”Hismother, Con-
cepcion Valenzuela, was born in
Watsonville, where she died.

Morales came to Watsonville
and worked at a rehabilitation
center in Santa Cruz, where he
became a popular figure known
throughout town. He was work-

ing at the center when he met his
future wife in 1975, but not be-
cause she needed help with ad-
dictions.

“He had holes in both his
knees of his pants,” Joanie Mo-
rales said. “He had crazy hair. He
was so creepy looking, but he was
so sweet. He had a spirit like no
other. We were lucky to have him
as many years as we did.”

The couple wed on Feb. 24,
1979, at Janus of Santa Cruz, the
addiction-treatment center. The
reverend married them as a favor
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TOUGH LOVE: ‘LA BAMBA
BOB’ MORALES DIES AT 81
Ritchie Valens’ brother known for gritty reputation
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Bob Morales, Ritchie Valens older brother, at home in Moss Landing on Jan. 26, 2009. He died on Saturday at his home in Royal Oaks.

Christine Blasey Ford has connections to Santa Cruz
ByJuliaProdisSulek
Bay Area News Group

PALOALTO» The fog was just lift-
ing at Capitola Beach one morn-
ing this July when Christine Bla-
sey Ford confided in two friends
that she was bracing herself
for an avalanche of attacks and
searching her memory for any-

one, anything, that could vali-
date her story that U.S. Supreme
Court nominee Brett Kavana-
ugh had sexually assaulted her in
high school.

“I’ve been trying to forget this
allmy life andnow I’m supposed to
remember every little detail,” one
of those friends, Jim Gensheimer,
recalled Blasey Ford saying that

summer day while watching their
kids participate in Junior Guards,
the lifeguardprogram. “They’re go-
ing to be all over me.”

Now, literally overnight, the
51-year-old Palo Alto University
psychology professor, mother of
two sons, Women’s Marcher and
avid surfer has become the intense
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Accuser spurred by#MeToo
Kavanaugh’s
prospects will
be assessed
after his
accuser,
Christine
Blasey Ford,
revealed her
identity to The
Washington
Post.
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A school-based survey shows
nearly 1 in 11U.S. students
have used marijuana in elec-
tronic cigarettes. PAGE A7

HEALTHCONCERNS

2 million US teens are
vaping marijuana

More than 7,000people were
ordered to evacuate by Sunday
afternoon, but many decided
to stay in place. PAGE A6
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Carolinians either stay
or go with rivers rising

BySandraEmerson
Southern California News Group

The political debate over Prop-
osition 6 — the November ballot
initiative that would repeal gas
tax and vehicle fees imposed by
state lawmakers last year — offers
a new window into an old Califor-
nia fight.

On one side are those who want
the money and jobs — and im-
proved roads — that figure to come
with Senate Bill 1, the tax in ques-
tion. On the other side are people
who argue that Californians al-
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Gut the gas
tax? Stakes in
Prop. 6 battle
are huge

PROP. 6»PAGE2

BySherylGayStolbergand
JulieHirschfeldDavis
New York Times

WASHINGTON» The chairman of
the Senate Judiciary Committee,
under mounting pressure from
senators of his own party, will
call President Donald Trump’s
Supreme Court nominee, Judge
Brett M. Kavanaugh, and the
woman who has accused him of
sexual assault before the com-
mittee Monday for extraordinary
public hearings just weeks before
the midterm elections.

Sen. John Kennedy, R-La., told
reporters Monday afternoon that
the chairman, Sen. Charles E.
Grassley, R-Iowa, told senators
there would be an “opportunity”
for senators to hear from Kavana-
ugh and his accuser, Christine Bla-
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