
‘Wishtree’ author Kath-
erine Applegate visits local 
school: Over the last several 
weeks, students from Sonoma 
Mountain Elementary School 
have been reading Katherine 
Applegate’s ‘Wishtree,’ a 2017 
novel about a small rural 
town’s struggles with intoler-
ance and change, from the POV 
of  various woodland animals 
and birds, and the town’s large 
“Wishtree.” The tree is so 
named because the residents 
of  the town, for generations, 
have written down their wishes, 
and tied them to tree, a practice 
mirrored by students at Sono-
ma Mountain, who’ve tied their 
own wishes to trees all over the 
campus. In a special effort to 
encourage reading throughout 
the community, every student 
read the book during the month 
of  April, along with the stu-
dents’ parents and siblings.

On Friday, April 27, as a 
celebration of  the close of  the 
reading project, the school was 
treated to a live appearance by 
Applegate herself, who ad-
dressed the students at a large 
morning assembly.

“I have to tell you, it was the 
coolest thing, for me, to walk 
onto your campus and see all 
of  those wishes on all of  those 
trees,” said Applegate. “It just 
makes my heart so happy.”

She praised the students’ 
commitment to reading, and 
applauded the announcement 
— by school Principal Michele 
Gochberg — that several stu-
dents have pledged to read more 
than 40 books this year. Apple-
gate lead the students through 
a wishing game, asking them 
to devise and share wishes for 
themselves, for another person, 
and for the world.

The Newberry-winning au-
thor (‘The One and Only Ivan,’ 
plus the ‘Animorphs’ books 
and others) also confessed that 
when she was first learning to 
read, she hated it.

“I admit it, I did,” she said, in 
response to gasps and giggles 
of  surprise from the kids. “I 
thought reading was really 
boring. Then I read ‘Charlotte’s 
Web,’ and it was the right book 
for me. Once I found that book, 
I started to love reading.”

After a brief  description of  
how she became a writer, she 
showed a slide of  her official 
author’s photo, depicting her 
sitting at a table, writing, while 
surrounded by piles of  crum-
pled paper.

“That is what writing is all 
about,” she said. “It’s about 
making mistakes. Lots and lots 

Flying off to Neverland 
Petaluma’s Lucy London lifts off as Wendy in Spreckels’ ‘Peter Pan’

It’s here at last.  
The day Lucy London has been waiting 
for. Today is the day she learns how to fly.

“I’m so excited! But also a little nervous,” 
admits London, who will be playing Wendy in 
Spreckels Performing Arts Center’s upcom-
ing production of  “Peter Pan.” “I’ve heard 
that it can hurt a little, when you are getting 
used to the flying harness,” she says, wincing 
playfully, “so yeah, I’m nervous. But mostly, 
I’m just really excited!”

London, 17, of  Petaluma, has been re-
hearsing for weeks, but till now, she and her 
fellow “Peter Pan” cast-mates have kept their 
collective feet firmly on the ground. Well, on 
the stage. This morning — day one of  Flying 
Training — several of  them will be stepping 
into their harnesses linked to sturdy cables 
reaching up into the wings, where the show’s 
elaborate “flying system” has recently been 
installed.

“Are you ready to fly, my lovelies?” asks di-
rector Sheri Lee Miller with a cheerful smile.

“Yes!” shouts London, joining a chorus of  
enthusiastic affirmations supplied by Sarah 
Wintermeyer (Peter Pan), James Cotè and 
Tony Cavallero (Michael and John Darling), 
and ScharyPearl Fugitt (the Neverbird). Since 
the villainous Captain Hook and his crew of  

swashbuckling pirates do not fly, actor David 
Yen (who will be wearing the famous phalan-
geal hardware as Hook) is not here this morn-
ing. Those who are present include members 
of  the backstage crew, stage manager Mary 
Jo Hamilton, various pirates and warriors 
who’ll be serving as “fly crew” — and Karl 
Gillick of  Professional Rigging, a Bay Area 
company that specializes in making actors 
fly. Gillick, in recent Spreckels productions, 
has helped Mary Poppins to float through the 
sky and Tarzan, king of  the Apes, to swing 
through the jungle from vine to vine.

“Okay. Let’s do harness checks for ev-
eryone,” suggests Gillick, once the actors 
have been strapped into their devices, which 
resemble Sumo wrestling outfits crossed 
with Batman’s utility belt and those shoulder 
straps at a Disneyland thrill ride. The actors 
wear them over their clothes, and (eventu-
ally) under their costumes. Gillick moves 
about, checking everyone’s harnesses, mak-
ing adjustments here and there.

“I think we’re going to tighten up the back 
a little,” he tells London, fine tuning the 
harness’s buckle-work. Finally, he’s satisfied. 
“So … next thing is the flying,” he announc-
es. “Please clear the stage area if  you’re not 
flying. And ... who’s going first?”
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Lucy London, 17, is playing the role of Wendy in ‘Peter Pan,’ at Spreckel’s Performing Arts Center in Rohnert Park. The Petaluma teen began 
her theatrical career at Cinnabar’s Young Rep, and is now a student at Marin School of the Arts, She’s interested in environmental studies, 
and volunteers with the Friends of the Petaluma River.  ‘Peter Pan,’ also featuring Sarah Wintermeyer (Peter Pan), runs May 3-May 20. 

Community KPCA’s ‘Movie Muse’ Naomi Takeuchi
Profile: Radio film-show host revels in Cinema talk. C2

Petaluma Around the Clock, Part Eight
A midnight ride with J’s Taxi driver Steve Jackson. C3

MAY 3, 2018 ■ SECTION CPetaluma Argus-Courier

the

Buzz

The assassination of Kennedy in 1963
November 22, 1963. A day and event 

so evil and so momentous that we 
who were alive then, from our teen 

years on up, still remember exactly when 
and where we heard the news, and what we 
were doing when we heard it.

We will never 
forget.

Large headlines 
in the Petaluma Ar-
gus-Courier reported 
“PRESIDENT KEN-
NEDY ASSASSINAT-
ED!” The article went 
on to say our nation, 
and our city, was in 
shock, the streets 
were deserted and a 
strange silence hang-

ing over all. The following day, flags were 
ordered at half-mast here, and all shops, 
schools, theaters, and government offices 
shut down. Argus-Courier Columnist Bill 
Soberanes said of  his Petaluma beat that 
night, “All I found was gloom and quiet.”

Our small town was in grief.
Argus Editor John Olmstead asked, 

“WHY? What motive inspired this hor-

rid deed? Was it bigotry? Communism? 
Hatred? Madness? Perhaps, we shall never 
know the answer.”

In the S.F. Examiner the following day, 
headlines in three inch high letters stated 
simply, “PRESIDENT’S DEATH!” The 
accompanying story and photos covered 
11 entire pages. The Pacific Coast Stock 
Exchange closed up. S.F. Mayor George 
Christopher declared 30 days of  mourning. 
California Governor Pat Brown (Jerry’s 
Dad), during an urgent press conference, 

stated, “One of  the greatest American 
Presidents has died. I feel worse about this 
than anything that has happened to me in 
my entire life.”

Big Guns were sounded in the Presidio 
and Treasure Island.

The Longshoreman’s Union shut down 
the entire S.F. waterfront.

The “Big Game” between Stanford and 
Cal was cancelled.

The following day, Chief  Editor of  the 
Hearst papers, Wm. Randolph Hearst, in an 
unusual front page editorial, said, “It just 
couldn’t have happened, but it had.” And 
then, the following day’s headlines pro-
claimed, “Police Say They Have Killer!” It 
continued, “The assassin had been in a fifth 
floor window of  a book depository building 
in Dallas.” A full-sized portrait of  John 
Kennedy filled the entire Editorial page 
that day, and on the following page, Editor 
Hearst recalled a most strange thing — 
every U.S. President who had died in office 
had been elected in a year ending in zero.

Harrison in 1840, Lincoln in 1860, Gar-
field in 1880, McKinley in 1900, Harding in 

Skip  
Sommer

 ■ PETALUMA’S PAST  ■

Petaluma mourned along with the rest of the na-
tion after the death of John Fitzgerald Kennedy.

See Sommer, C7

PLAN TO GO?
What: ‘Peter Pan,’ the musical
When: May 4-May 20, week-
ends. Fridays and Saturdays at 7 
p.m., matinees at 1 p.m. on Sat-
urdays and Sundays (no matinee 
Sat. May 5). One 7 p.m. Thursday 
night show on May 17. 
Where: Spreckels Performing 
Arts Center, 5409 Snyder Lane, 
Rohnert Park. 
Admission: Tickets are $16-$28. 
Available at SpreckelsOnline.com 
or by calling the Box Office at 
(707) 588-3400. Box Office opens 
one hour before show time.
Gala Preview Thursday 
Night: A special gala preview 
fundraiser event takes place 
Thursday, May 3, at 6 p.m., with 
a 7 p.m. preview performance. 
The gala includes festive snacks 
and drinks, a treasure hunt, meet 
and greet with the cast, auction 
items, and an opportunity to win 
your very own flying lesson on 
the Neverland set, just like Peter 
Pan. Gala tickets $30-$60.

Author Katherine Applegate, far 
right, talks to students at Sonoma 
Mountain Elementary School.

Some of the wish trees at Sonoma 
Mountain Elementary School, 
inspired by the book ‘Wishtree,’ by 
Katherine Applegate.
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