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1920, F.D. Roosevelt in 1940, 
and now, John Fitzgerald 
Kennedy in 1960.

Then, on November 
25th, the headlines blared, 
“OSWALD SLAIN!”

Jack Ruby had shot Lee 
Harvey Oswald on live T.V.

It was the first time ever 
that an actual slaying had 
been shown in real time on 
television.

And then came a second 
front page Examiner edito-
rial by Hearst, with photos 
of  the Kennedy family in 
grief, praising Jackie Ken-
nedy, saying, “Congress 
should act without delay 
to pay honor to this young 
woman, who has set such 
an example.” The follow-
ing day, the Examiner’s 
full front page photo of  
little “John John” Ken-
nedy, saluting his dad’s 
coffin, broke the flood 
gates of  tears for many of  
us (myself  included).

A lot of  us thought Jack 
Ruby should have also 
been up for an award.

I did, but that’s not the 
way of  law in our country. 
Famed San Francisco 
criminal defense attorney 
Jake Ehrlick was called 
to defend him, but Ruby 
went to jail anyway and, 
eventually, died there.

World news was very 
scary in 1963.

Avowed racist George 
Wallace had been elected 
Governor of  Alabama, 
adding fuel to the Civil 
Rights Movement, and 
that year the Rev. Martin 
Luther King Jr. gave his 
famous, “I Have a Dream” 
speech, speaking in Wash-
ington to 250,000 people. 
It was — and still is — the 
largest protest gathering 
in U.S. history.

JFK had halted all trade 
and travel with Cuba in 
’63, and shortly thereaf-
ter Hurricane Fiona (the 
worst tropical storm ever), 
slammed into Cuba, killing 
nearly 7,000 souls.

In what passed for 
positive news in ‘63, the 
U.S. and the other major 
powers signed a partial 
nuclear test-ban treaty in 
August. Also, it was in 1963 
that the U.S. Postal System 
started using zip codes for 
the first time. And in the 
Bay Area, Alcatraz Prison 
was finally closed down. 

In entertainment news, 
“General Hospital” was 
the hot TV show. The first 
James Bond flick, “Dr. 
No,” debuted. “Lawrence 
of  Arabia” won the Oscar. 
And Alfred Hitchcock 
released his movie, “The 

Birds,” which had been 
filmed in nearby Bodega 
Bay. In the music world, 
The Beatles had released 
their hit song, “I Want to 
Hold Your Hand,” which 
really got “Beatlemania” 
going.

CVS Pharmacy opened 
its first store in ’63, 
Coca-Cola Corporation 
brought out TAB, and the 
names of  note were Edith 
Piaf, Robert Frost, Betty 
Freidan, Bob Dylan, Ald-
ous Huxley and Cassius 
Clay (who was not yet re-
named Muhammed Ali).

Petaluma, a town of  
16,000 in ’63, had just 
annexed another 70 acres 
into the City limits, and 
though devastated by the 
JFK murder, life had to 
go-on. Christmas was right 
around the corner, and 
at The Pine Tree Farm 
on Queens Lane, one 
could cut down your own 
“well-shaped Douglas Fir” 
for just .90 cents a foot. 
O’Neil’s Drugs at #9 Pet-
aluma Blvd., was selling 
its own brands of  Gin and 
Vodka at just $2.99 a fifth. 
Across the street at Sand-
erson Motors, you could 
buy a 1963 Rambler — 
with “tilt seat, heater and 
radio” — for just $2,345.

The Petaluma real estate 
market hadn’t caught 
fire yet in ’63. Here are a 
couple of  examples from 
and ad posted by The King 
Agency: “Modern 3 BR 
home. 2 baths. Electric 
kitchen. Hardwood floors. 
$15,000. $300 down.” Or 
this one: “Level corner lot. 
3 BR, Bath & a ½. Liv. Rm 
w/ fireplace. Lge. Kitchen. 
Fam. Rm. Fenced back-
yard. $17,500.

You can’t even buy a 
decent car for that now.

Jack Kennedy’s assassi-
nation seems so long ago. 

Times have changed 
and we have changed with 
them. But, few of  us will 
ever forget those days of  
“Camelot” in the White 
House. Of  course, they 

weren’t all serene times, 
with the Cuba and Soviet 
missile crises a-boiling, 
but oh my, I often wish we 
had them back now, to do 
over again.

(Historian Skip Sommer 
is an honorary member of  
the Petaluma Historical 
Museum and Heritage 
Homes. You can reach him 
at skipsommer@hotmail.
com)
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President John Fitzgerald Kennedy’s funeral in 1963. Skip 
Sommers recalls the dark days after the assassination.

London volunteers for 
the honor. 

“Oh wow, I’m even more 
nervous now,” laughs Lon-
don, stepping forward. 

As the “fly team” watch-
es closely, Gillick brings 
over London’s rig wire, 
currently snapped into a 
heavy sandbag to hold it 
down. Before every perfor-
mance, he explains, each 
actor’s rig will be tested by 
flying a sandbag across the 
stage, putting it through 
the proper mid-air chore-
ography. Gillick carefully 
disconnects the wire from 
the bag, and clips it onto 
the back of  London’s har-
ness. The wire, reaching 
up into the wings, runs 
through the fly system and 
off out of  sight, where Lon-
don’s team will control her 
flight by pulling the other 
end of  the wire, stepping 
forwards or backwards to 
raise or lower her, some-
times jumping down from 
a platform to give her even 
greater elevation.

“Okay, let’s pick Wendy 
up a little,” Gillick calls to 
where her operator is wait-
ing, partway up a short 
ladder. Holding her line, 
he steps off, while out on 
the stage, London sudden-
ly lifts up into the air.

“Aaaaaaaaaah!” she 
says, laughing even harder 
now. “This is … wow. I’m 
flying!”

Laughter, it turns out, is 
the natural first reaction 
flying. Nearly everyone 
who follows London bursts 
into peals of  laughter the 
second they rise from the 
floor. Apparently, there’s 
just something about 
flying that puts a person in 
touch with inner reser-
voirs of  joy and happiness. 
That, points out Miller, 
is the reason Spreckels 
will be auctioning off the 

opportunity for someone 
to fly, at the company’s 
gala preview fundraiser on 
Thursday, May 3. Want to 
fly like Lucy London? Just 
be the highest bidder.

(The actual flying will 
take place at a time to be 
determined).

“I think I’ve calmed 
down a little,” London re-
ports with a smile, several 
minutes later, taking a 
seat out in the theater as 
the rest of  the cast takes 
their turns defying grav-
ity. Raised in Petaluma, 
London has always loved 
performing, taking classes 
early on at Cinnabar 
Theater. At age five, she 
was cast in her first show 
there, playing a turkey. 
Over the years, London 
has gradually taken on 
more and more demand-
ing roles. She currently 
attends Marin School of  
the Arts, in Novato, where 
her academic focus is split 
between theater, math and 
environmental sciences.

“I saw the animated Dis-
ney version of  “Peter Pan” 
the first time, when I was 
ten,” she says, admitting 
that she never knew that 
much about Peter, Wen-
dy, Tinkerbell, Captain 
Hook, and the rest, until 
she took a crash course 
in the subject before and 
after auditioning for the 
role. “I never even read 
the book till I was cast,” 
she confesses. “Now it’s 
one of  my favorite all time 
stories. I can’t believe I get 
to be Wendy.”

As London talks, she 
glances up at the stage, 
where Wintermeyer – Pe-
ter Pan himself, the last to 
fly this morning - suddenly 
lifts into the air, as every-
one cheers and claps. 

“I’m fly-ing!” Winter-
meyer sings, recreating 

the famous Mary Martin 
hand-on-hip flying pose. 
“I’m fly-ing! Look at me, 
way up high, suddenly, 
here am I … I’m fly-ing!”

“I love this story so 
much,” London says. “”Pe-
ter Pan” is so much more 
than a children’s story. It’s 
so deep, and has so many 
layers. My favorite scene 
to perform is when Wendy 
says goodbye to Peter in 
Neverland. It just moves 
me so much, and breaks 
my heart every time.” 

In the play’s final scene, 
she points out, Peter 
returns to find Wendy all 
grown up. The part of  the 
older Wendy will be played 
by the actress who plays 
Wendy’s mom from earlier 
in the play.

“One of  the things I 
find so fascinating about 
“Peter Pan,”” she points 
out, “is that when Wendy, 

Michael and John come 
back from Neverland, they 
are actually all a bit more 
grown up and mature than 

when they left the nursery 
at the beginning of  the 
play. It’s kind of  paradox-
ical - a play about inno-
cence and children and 
always being young, that’s 
actually about beginning 
to lose your innocence and 
discovering that it’s time 
to start growing up.

“”Peter Pan” is also, I 
think, about forgiveness,” 
London adds. “Because 
in the end, Wendy has to 
learn to forgive herself  for 
getting older. Peter doesn’t 
forgive her, of  course. He 
can’t, but eventually, he 
does forget. Which is, prob-
ably, the best he can do. I 
actually love that. ” 

(Contact David at david.
templeton@arguscourier.
com)
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Lucy London lifts off in rehearsal for “Peter Pan.” Making her fly (as Wendy) requires wires, pulleys, a ‘fly team’ and practice.
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Actor London plays Wendy at Spreckels Performing Arts Cen-
ter in Rohnert Park, where she’s learned to “fly” on stage.

1350 Third St., Napa
707.259.0123

WWW.UPTOWNTHEATRENAPA.COM
NEW SHOWS ADDED WEEKLY

Fri. MAY 4
RICHARD MARX

Fri. MAY 11
DAVID SEDARIS

Sat. MAY 12
RUFUS WAINWRIGHT

Sun. JUL 22
RY COODER

This Weekend!

Sat. JUL 28
TIG NOTARO

Thurs. JUL 12
STRAIGHT NO

CHASER

Fri. JUN 8
ZIGGY MARLEY-
REBELLION RISES

2018 TOUR

Sat. JUN 30
MARY CHAPIN CARPENTER

Sat. AUG 18
CESAR MILLAN

THE DOG WHISPERER

Sat. MAY 19
PINK FLOYD LASER

SPECTACULAR

Wed. JUN 6
BRIAN SETZER’S

ROCKABILLY RIOT!

BAPTIST
PetalumaValley Baptist Church
(707) 763-2277

580 Sonoma Mtn. Pkway, Petaluma

Services:

(Nursery Care Provided)

Sun. – 9:00 am & 11:00 am

Sr. Pastor: Bob Merwin

SovereignGrace
Community Church
Church Office: (707) 778-1296
1310Commerce St. Suite B

SundayWorship Service – 10:00 am
@ValleyOrchards: 2100 E.WashingtonSt

Wed. Bible Study – 7:00 pm (@office)

Biblical CounselingCtr of SonomaCty.

Pastor: Kevin Kirby

www.sovgracepetaluma.org

CATHOLIC
St. James Church
(707) 762-4256,

125 Sonoma Mtn. Pkway

Pastor: Rev. Michael Culligan

Schedule of Masses: Sat. 5:00 pm -

Sun. 7:00 am, 9:00 am, 11:00 am,

5:00 pm -Weekday Masses: 9 am

St.Vincent De Paul Church
(707) 762-4278

35 Liberty St., Petaluma

Pastor: Rev.William J. Donahue

Schedule of Masses:

Weekdays – M-Sat, 8:00 am

Saturday – 5:00 pm

Sundays – 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 am

En Español, Sabado – 7:30 pm &

Domingo – 12:00 pm

To advertise in this directory, please contact:
Mary Jane Dean at 521-5342 or

MaryJane.Dean@pressdemocrat.com

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
First Church of Christ,
Scientist Petaluma
EveryoneWelcome!
522 B St., Petaluma (707) 762-4105

Services and Childcare:

Sun. 10 am &Wed. 7:30 pm

Reading Room - 21 Sixth Street

Bible based Sunday school for students up

to the age of 20.

EPISCOPAL
St. John's Episcopal Church
40 5th St., Petaluma
Sunday Eucharist
8 AM Rite I and 10 AM Rite II
Sunday School at the 10 AM Service
Julian’sWay Study Group at 9:40 AM Sundays
Tuesday Centering Prayer 5 PM
Wednesday Centering Prayer 9:30 AM
Wednesday Eucharist & Healing 12:15PM
Taize Service 7 PM First Friday Monthly
(707) 762-8872
www.saintjohnsepiscopalpetaluma.org

LUTHERAN
Elim Lutheran Church
SundayWorship: 8:30am & 10:30am
504 Baker Street (office), Petaluma elim@
elimpetaluma.org
(707) 762-4081/ Elimpetaluma.org

METHODIST
Petaluma
UnitedMethodist Church
Worship Service & Sunday School
at 10:30 am
Worship in Fijian Service at 1:00 pm
410 D Street (at 5th)
Rev. Eric Dale
707-762-9785
www.petalumaumc.org
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