
By Dakota Morlan
Dakota@calaverasenterprise.com

Continuing a tradition of charmingly 
eccentric commencement ceremonies, the 
Bret Harte Union High School Class of 
2018 graduated June 1 amid a rowdy 
crowd, honking truck horns and tortilla 
tossing.

The evening kicked off with a display 
of musical talent. The national anthem 
was sung by Molly Johnson, and a ren-
dition of “The Story of Your Life” was 
performed by Katie Duquette.

Salutatorian Skylar Foust valiantly 
delivered her speech, despite her self-
professed terror of the feat. She told her 
fellow graduates that they would always 
remember the time “the quiet girl talked 
for five minutes.”

Some wise and poetic words were then 
shared with the class by valedictorian 
Jessica Dominick, who spoke of both the 

impending challenges of adult life and 
“uncomfortable chairs” that the school 
had provided.

“We’re given one sheet of paper and 
told to start our lives,” said Dominick. 
“Such a small thing tells us that we’re 
ready to be adults; that we’re ready to file 
taxes, pay rent and take out loans. In very 
few words, our diplomas outline the fact 
that we’re going to be working for the rest 
of our lives.”

Despite those apprehensions, Dominick 
told her peers to trust in “who we are.”

“Even if you can’t see what immedi-
ately lies ahead, hold onto the idea that 
something inside of you knows what it’s 
doing,” she said.

Following another speech by Principal 
Kylee Luchetti, 129 seniors proceeded 
across the stage to receive their diplomas. 
About halfway through, the ceremony 

Max Stickels 
and Jared 
Renberg lead 
the class

By aMBer PaPPé
amberpappe@comcast.net

There are many ways to 
make sense of the world and 
the workings of the universe; 
doing so depends upon who 
you are and what you value.

Calaveras High School 
seniors Max Stickels and Jared 
Renberg, the top two scholars 
in the Class of 2018, find many 
of the answers through math-
ematics.

“These are my graffiti art-
ists,” said CHS Principal 

Michael Merrill, of the duo 
known for mathematical 
inscriptions. “It is not uncom-
mon to see them in our office 
conference room working out 
math problems together as they 
are the only students taking the 
second level of (advance place-
ment) calculus, Calculus B/C.”

Though advanced levels of 
mathematics can be daunting, 
Stickels and Renberg appear 
to have found comfort in what 
Albert Einstein called the 
“poetry of logical ideas.”

“Junior year in calculus, we 
were learning derivatives,” 
explained Renberg. “We were 
going from basically volume 
to area, exploring how math 
could show the different for-
mulas that we had for volume 
of the circle, the area of a cir-

cle and the circumference and 
seeing how the math works. 
It really was like an ‘ah ha’ 
moment for me, where I real-
ized the world revolves around 
numbers and everything can be 
shown.”

Like-minded Stickels added, 
“I absolutely am a math guy. 
It’s fun seeing it all work, and 
when it doesn’t, I try again. 
Sometimes you find that one 
little mistake and see how it 
kind of has a ripple effect.”

Such logical, linear thinking 
has played a part in the both 
boys’ climb to the top of the 
class.

Stickels, the 17-year-old son 
of Laura and Monty Stickels 
of Valley Springs, is one of 
21 valedictorians in the class 
(Calaveras declares any stu-

dent with a grade point aver-
age over 4.0 a valedictorian). 
With a 4.354 GPA, Stickels 
will attend Pasadena’s pres-
tigious California Institute of 
Technology in September.

World-renowned for its 
science and engineering pro-
grams, Caltech had 7,399 
applicants for the upcoming 
school year. Of the 235 students

CALAVERASENTERPRISE.COM
THURSDAY, JUNE 7, 2018

Votes are being counted, 
results pending     A9

A year to  
remember
SPORTS, B1

see Graduates, A11

75 CENTS

S
ee

 y
ou

r n
am

e 
on

 P
ag

e 
1 

—
 S

ub
sc

rib
e 

to
da

y!
 7

54
-3

86
1

INSIDE TODAY
 2 sections • 22 pages

Sheriff’s Log ............................A2
Opinion  ................................. A6
Sports .....................................B1
Classifieds ..............................B5

VOLUME 54 • ISSUE 44

Enterprise photo by Dakota Morlan

Bret Harte High graduate Katie Juarez rushed to the June 1 ceremony after competing in long jump at the CIF State Track and 
Field Championship in Clovis. She placed 19th in the state.

Photo by Amber Pappe 

Bret Harte High School graduating 
senior Cassandra Ryan skates across 
the stage to receive her diploma.

Questions raised in child’s drowning

Calaveras High’s top scholars 
embrace mathematics

BRET HARTE GRADUATION IS A LIVELY AFFAIR Settlements 
reached in 
most Butte 
Fire lawsuits

By Jason Cowan
Jason@calaverasenterprise.com

More than half of all Butte 
Fire cases filed on behalf of 
individual property owners 
have been resolved before trial, 
officials say as the third anni-
versary approaches for one of 
the most devastating fires in 
Calaveras County history.

Gerald Singleton, of 
Singleton Law Firm, said more 
than 50 percent of the 2,000 
or so cases filed by individu-
al Butte Fire victims against 
the Pacific Gas & Electric 
Co. have reached settlement. 
Singleton’s firm has handled 
about 1,000 of those suits and 
has about 470 remaining unre-
solved, he said.

The lawyer declined to iden-
tify how much people are set-
tling for, citing confidentiality 
clauses that are included in all 
of the settlement agreements. 
The financial report filed by 
PG&E for the first quarter of 
2018 states that “As of March 
31, 2018, the Utility entered 
into settlement agreements in 
connection with the Butte Fire 
corresponding to approximate-
ly $734 million, of which $657 
million has been paid by the 
Utility.” That statement sug-
gests that the settlements by 
PG&E thus far have paid about 
90 cents on each dollar of dam-
ages claimed.

No individual cases have yet 
gone to trial, and of the cases 
Singleton’s firm represents, 
none are scheduled for trial.

The fire started in September 
2015 when a tree fell onto a 
PG&E power line on Butte 
Mountain Road in Amador 
County. The blaze burned more 
than 70,000 acres, destroyed 
1,000 structures and killed two 
people in Calaveras County 
before it was extinguished 
nearly a month later.

According to estimates in 

By Dakota Morlan
Dakota@calaverasenterprise.com

Important details have been 
uncovered in the weeks fol-
lowing the tragic death of 
Clifton Williams, a 3-year-old 
boy found unresponsive in a 
San Andreas residential pool 
on May 16. Neighbors have 
told of seeing an unattended 
child roaming in the street 
and in hazard-riddled yards. 
They have also cited repeated 
complaints lodged with Child 

Protective Services (CPS) that 
failed to produce any change 
in the situation. Family mem-
bers have traded accusations 
on social media, and both the 
boy’s father and his maternal 
grandmother have sought to 
have his paternal grandmother, 
Darlene Williams, held respon-
sible for neglect in connection 
with Clifton’s death.

The Calaveras County 
Health and Human Services 
Agency (HHSA) and the 

Calaveras County Sheriff’s 
Office have responded to 
requests for information by 
confirming that each agency 
has conducted its own investi-
gation regarding the incident.

Sheriff Rick DiBasilio report-
ed on June 1 that his office has 
“exhausted all avenues” in its 
investigation and will refer the 
case to the District Attorney in 
the near future.

The father of the child, 
Mark Williams, 19, says that 

he wants “justice” for his son. 
He believes the fault lies with 
his mother, Darlene Williams, 
who was the principal care-
taker for his son when he was 
at work, which was where he 
was when Clifton went missing 
in mid-May.

“I’m having trouble dealing 
with this,” Darlene Williams 
said on June 5. “Somebody 
is putting this out here and 
they’re probably blaming me.”

its first quarter financial report 
filed early this year, PG&E 
could ultimately have to pay 
at least $1 billion for personal 
and property damages, as well 
as costs incurred in fire sup-
pression and recovery efforts 
because of the Butte Fire.

The California Department 
of Forestry and Fire Protection 
determined PG&E was at fault 
for causing the Butte Fire as a 
result of its investigation. That 
finding was published in 2016, 
and was followed in 2017 by a 
ruling from Sacramento Judge 
Allen Sumner that held PG&E 
strictly responsible for all prop-
erty damage caused by the fire.

In related litigation, Cal Fire 
is seeking $87 million in com-
pensation from PG&E for costs 
related to fighting the Butte 
Fire. Singleton, who does not 
represent the state agency, said 
Cal Fire might request a trial 
date during a case manage-
ment conference scheduled for 
June 7, because mediators have 
reached an impasse in trying to 
settle that case.

Representatives from Cal 
Fire could not be reached for 
comment.

Calaveras County filed a 
complaint against PG&E after 
initial settlement negotiations 
failed, and is seeking more 
than $100 million in Butte Fire 
damages suffered by the coun-
ty. An update on that litigation 
will be in the next issue of the 
Enterprise.
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The week before final exams, Calaveras High senior Jared 
Renberg, the No. 2 student in the Class of 2018, takes a break 
between classes.
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On the day of the incident, Darlene Williams 
claims she left the boy at their San Andreas home 
with her 17-year-old son, her mother, who needs 
24-hour care, and her visiting adult niece, Alyssa 
Silvas, who had her a 6-month-old baby with her, 
while she and her husband drove to pick up Mark 
Williams from work in Angels Camp.

Mark Williams claims that he had told his 
mother to bring the child with her when she 
came to pick him up. His fiancee, Louise 
Mainville, recalls a previous occasion when 
Darlene Williams had left the boy alone at the 
house with her “bedridden” mother.

Mark Williams says he does not know who 
was watching his son at the time of his disap-
pearance, and that he did not know Clifton was 
missing until he returned home from work with 
Darlene Williams at approximately 5:45 p.m. 
and found only his brother, his grandmother, 
Silvas and her baby at the house.

Silvas has not agreed to be interviewed at this 
time.

According to the Sheriff’s Office, Clifton 
Williams was reported missing from his home at 
approximately 6:20 p.m. on May 16. Nearly 20 
minutes later, a neighbor found him unresponsive 
in an in-ground pool surrounded by a 6-foot-tall 
fence more than a block away. Attempts to resus-
citate the child were unsuccessful.

The owner of the pool says that the child 
could only have gotten into the pool after climb-
ing an exterior property fence, then entering the 
pool area through a gate enclosed by a secondary 
fence, which was held shut by a rock. She claims 
she has never seen the boy on her property.

Mark Williams says he understood that his 
son was “always supervised outside” and that 
he did not know the boy had previously wan-
dered until the evening of Clifton’s death, when 
Mark’s father, Mark Williams Sr., informed him 
of a prior incident. According to Mark Williams, 
he was told that his son had gone missing on 
another recent occasion and was found “a quar-
ter of a mile away” from the home he was visit-
ing in Mountain Ranch while under the care of 
Mark Sr. and Darlene Williams.

Mark Williams Sr. has not been willing to be 
interviewed at this time. 

Mark Williams says he was angered by learn-
ing this information, and that same night he 
moved out of the house he had shared with his 
parents and Clifton.

“I’m broke. I’m shattered. I’m still in shock,” 
said Mark Williams in the course of an interview 
on June 4.

Williams says that he was granted custody 
of his son approximately two years ago after a 
long custody battle with the boy’s 21-year-old 
mother, Annastasia Smith. Smith was unable 
to care for her child at the time, according to 
Smith’s mother, Uta Robinson.

Smith stated on June 5 that she understood the 
custody agreement allowed her visitation rights, 
and that Darlene Williams was listed as the “legal 
guardian,” due to Mark Williams’ work schedule.

“I would visit (Clifton) as much as I could,” 
said Smith, who claims that Mainville had pre-
vented her from seeing her son. She says that 
the last time she saw Clifton was on Christmas.

Mark Williams says that he had a “difficult 
childhood” and that he and his brother were 
“adventurous.” He remembers climbing and 
exploring at a young age and one occasion when 
law enforcement was called to find his brother 
when he went missing.

Since gaining custody of Clifton, Williams 
says he graduated from Calaveras High School 
and has been employed to support his son. He 
and Clifton lived in Mark Williams’ grand-
mother’s home in San Andreas with his mother, 
his father and his younger brother.

Clifton’s maternal grandmother, Uta Robinson, 
stated in a June 1 interview that she had concerns 
about the living conditions in the home.

“Clifton, his father and his uncle were 
all sleeping in a room with a washer,” said 
Robinson. “They had wooden floors and big 
area rugs covering them. (Clifton) got splinters 
in his legs and arms.”

Robinson and neighbors also describe holes 
in the floor of the house that could be hazardous 
to a small child.

“Putting him in a home like that is nasty,” said 
Robinson. “I don’t think (CPS) looked into the 
living conditions.”

Robinson believes that the boy was often left 
outside for long periods of time in a “dog pen,” 
which he could climb out of.

“I hope someone is charged for this negli-
gence,” said Robinson. “His life was cut short 
because people didn’t watch him like they were 
supposed to.”

Neighbors report that they contacted CPS as 
many as six times within the past year and a half, 
but saw no action taken.

One neighbor, who wishes to remain anony-
mous, alleges that she saw the boy unattended 
“five times within the two weeks before he 
passed away,” and on one of those occasions, 
when found hiding on their property, Clifton 
said he was “scared to go home.”

Another neighbor reports seeing the child alone 
in the street, in her yard, and in her home “at least 
a dozen times” since December. She says he was 
usually “barefoot and wearing pajamas.”

About a week before his death, she claims 
that Clifton cried and wet himself when he was 
found on her deck and told that he “had to go 
home.” The child is reported to have been seen 
climbing her backyard fence at approximately 
5:30 p.m. on May 16, not long before his family 
began knocking on doors looking for him.

Mark Williams says that CPS came to the 
house only once after he gained custody and told 
the family to “clean up the front yard.” When 
asked if he believed the house was suitable for a 
child, he responded that he realized after moving 

out that it was not.
County officials have not provided any detailed 

information other than to confirm that the matter 
has been investigated. A representative from the 
county coroner’s office reported on June 1 that 
there were “no signs of abuse” on Clifton’s body.

Citing a duty of confidentiality, HHSA (which 
oversees CPS) has not been willing to confirm 
or deny whether complaints about potential 
child neglect were made.

Uta Robinson and Annastasia Smith are plan-
ning a memorial service for Clifton to take place 
on June 8 at San Andreas Memorial Chapel. 
Mark Williams hopes to hold his own memo-
rial for his son in September in honor of his 
birthday.

was interrupted by two trucks 
that drove by with train horns 
blasting. They were immedi-
ately pulled over within view 
of the stands, and the crowd 
cheered wildly.

Katie Juarez was the last to 
graduate, as she had rushed 
to the ceremony from the 

CIF State Track and Field 
Championship in Clovis. She 
was accompanied by her father 
and teacher, Rich Juarez, and 
was met with applause upon 
her arrival.

She was arguably 
“upstaged,” however, by 
Cassandra Ryan, who skated 
away with her diploma in true 
Heelys’ fashion.

As the sun began to set and 
the stadium lights grew bright-

er, the graduating class stepped 
forward onto the track and 
beamed up at the stands that 
were filled with their families 
and friends.

Bret Harte Union High 
School District Superintendent 
Michael Chimente gave the 
final graduation certification, 
and the air was filled with 
exhilaration and purple and 
gold caps and mortarboards.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
HEARINGS FOR PG&E’S GAS RATE CASES 
(A.17-09-006, A.17-11-009)
Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) and the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) would like to 
hear from you.

The CPUC will hold a series of Public Participation Hearings (PPHs) to hear your comments about PG&E’s 2018 
Gas Cost Allocation Proceeding (GCAP) Application (A.17-09-006) and Gas Transmission and Storage (GT&S) 
Application (A.17-11-009).

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION HEARINGS
The hearings will be facilitated by an Administrative Law Judge (Judge) and will be your opportunity to 
express your views on PG&E’s applications. Oral comments will be accepted from the public and customers’ 
written comments may also be submitted to the CPUC’s Public Advisor at any time during these proceedings. 
At each location, customer service representatives from PG&E will be available to assist individual customers 
with their accounts.

INFORMATION SESSIONS
At each PPH location there may also be public information sessions beginning an hour before the times shown 
below. See www.cpuc.ca.gov/pph to find out if the PPH you are interested in attending will have informational 
tables. At these sessions, there will be information tables staffed by the Public Advisors Office, PG&E, and other 
groups participating in the proceedings. These groups are called “parties” to the proceeding, and they advocate 
for different perspectives such as small businesses, agricultural customers and residential customers.

DATES, TIMES, LOCATIONS
Anyone wishing to present their views to the CPUC may attend one of the hearings scheduled below:

SACRAMENTO 
June 26, 2018 
2 p.m. and 7 p.m. 
California Energy Commission 
Hearing Room 
1516 9th Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814

FRESNO 
June 27, 2018 
2 p.m. and 7 p.m. 
Fresno City Hall 
Council Chambers 
2600 Fresno Street 
Fresno, CA 93721

BAKERSFIELD 
June 28, 2018 
2 p.m. and 6 p.m. 
Bakersfield City Hall 
Council Chambers 
1600 Truxtun Avenue 
Bakersfield, CA 93301

CHICO 
July 10, 2018 
2 p.m. and 7 p.m. 
Manzanita Place at Elks Lodge 
Room 3 
1705 Manzanita Avenue 
Chico, CA 95926

SAN FRANCISCO 
July 11, 2018 
2 p.m. and 7 p.m. 
505 Van Ness Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94102

SAN JOSE 
July 16, 2018 
2 p.m. and 7 p.m. 
Scottish Rite Center 
2455 Masonic Drive 
San Jose, CA 95125

OAKLAND 
July 17, 2018 
2 p.m. and 7 p.m. 
Elihu Harris State Building 
1515 Clay Street 
Oakland, CA 94612

Please note: All locations are wheelchair accessible. If you need a language interpreter or special assistance, 
please contact the CPUC’s Public Advisor’s Office using the contact information at the end of this notice at least 
five days in advance of the hearing date.

ABOUT THESE FILINGS
PG&E’s GCAP Application was filed on September 14, 2017. The application proposes changes to residential 
rates that will address fluctuations in customer bills and spikes in winter bill amounts. In support of this goal, 
the application also seeks to address the following:
 •  Update the gas sales forecast more frequently
 •  Adopt a more stable method of assigning costs to customer classes
 •  Ensure energy efficiency costs paid by each customer class align with the energy efficiency benefits the 

customer class receives
 •  Update cost studies to more accurately reflect the cost to serve various customer classes 

PG&E’s GT&S Application was filed on November 17, 2017. The application proposes to increase rates for the 
following reasons:
 •  Compliance with new regulatory requirements for the safety of gas transmission and storage facilities
 •  Infrastructure investments to ensure gas transmission pipelines and storage facilities continue to operate 

safely and reliably
 •  Retirement of two gas storage fields in order to reduce costs to customers in the long term, reduce risk 

and streamline operations

HOW WILL PG&E’S APPLICATION AFFECT ME?
GCAP Application: Based on rates currently in effect, the bill for a typical residential non-CARE customer 
averaging 33 therms per month of gas usage would increase from $52.59 to $54.26, or 3.2 percent.

GT&S Application: Based on rates currently in effect, the bill for a typical residential non-CARE customer 
averaging 34 therms per month of gas usage would increase from $54.85 to $55.96, or 2.0 percent.

Actual impacts will vary depending on energy usage across the months.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT PG&E’S FILINGS
To review a copy of PG&E’s application and related exhibits, visit pge.com/regulatoryfilings.

In addition, a copy of these applications may be reviewed at the CPUC’s Central Files Office, located in San 
Francisco, California, by appointment. For more information, please contact aljcentralfilesid@cpuc.ca.gov  
or call 1-415-703-2045.

CPUC PROCESS
This application has been assigned to a Judge. The public’s comments, both in writing and at the scheduled 
PPHs, are part of the formal record that is considered by the Commission as part of its decision on PG&E’s 
application. Evidentiary Hearings (EHs) will be held where parties will present their testimony and may be 
subject to cross-examination by other parties. These EHs are open to public attendance, but only those who 
are parties can participate.

After considering all proposals and all evidence presented during the formal hearing process, the Judge 
assigned to this proceeding will issue a proposed decision that may adopt PG&E’s proposal, modify it, or deny 
it. Any CPUC Commissioner may propose an alternate decision. The proposed decision, and any alternate 
decision, will be discussed and voted upon at a scheduled public CPUC Voting Meeting.

As a party of record, the Office of Ratepayer Advocates (ORA) has reviewed this application. ORA is the 
independent consumer advocacy group within the CPUC with a legislative mandate to represent investor-
owned utility customers to obtain the lowest possible rate for service consistent with reliable and safe service 
levels. The ORA has a multidisciplinary staff with expertise in economics, finance, accounting and engineering. 
For more information about ORA, please call 1-415-703-1584, email ora@cpuc.ca.gov or visit ORA’s website 
at www.ora.ca.gov. After ORA’s testimony is served, it can be viewed and downloaded at this website.

STAY INFORMED
If you would like to follow this proceeding, or any other issue before the CPUC, you may use the CPUC’s free 
subscription service. Sign up at: http://subscribecpuc.cpuc.ca.gov. 

If you cannot attend a hearing but would like to comment you may submit your written comments to the 
Public Advisor’s Office. Please reference PG&E’s application numbers (A.17-09-006, A.17-11-009) in any 
communications you have with the CPUC regarding this matter. All public comments will become part of the 
public correspondence file for this proceeding and made available for review for the Judge, the Commissioners, 
and appropriate CPUC staff.

Email: public.advisor@cpuc.ca.gov 
Mail: CPUC 
Public Advisor’s Office 
505 Van Ness Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
Call: 1-866-849-8390 (toll-free) or 1-415-703-2074 
TTY: 1-866-836-7825 (toll-free) or 1-415-703-5282
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New Bret Harte High School graduates await family and friends on the track at Dorroh Field 
June 1 after receiving their diplomas.

From Google Earth

Point A is the home that Clifton Williams was residing in at the time of his death at Point B, the 
pool in which he was found in San Andreas.

Courtesy photo
Clifton Williams
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