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BY SALLY MORRIS
THE TRINITY JOURNAL


Aiming for a spot on the USA 
Archery Team and a chance to 
wear the uniform in upcoming 
world championship competi-
tions, Faith Miller of Lewiston 
has a good shot at making her 
dreams come true if she can 
land a top-10 finish over the 
course of five grueling tourna-
ments taking place around the 
country. 


She’s done well so far, placing 
no less than 10th in the three 
championship tournaments 
she has competed in since 
February when she placed 10th 
at the National Indoor Cham-
pionship in Sacramento. In 
April, she placed fourth at the 
Arizona Cup in Phoenix. She 
rose to a third-place finish in 
June at the SoCal Showdown in Chula Vista where she ended 
the initial qualifying round in first place before winding up in 
third during an elimination round.


Next up is a trip to Raleigh, N.C., in July to compete at a Na-
tional Outdoor qualifier competition and then one more, the 
Buckeye Classic at Dublin, Ohio, in August.


Scores from each of five national qualifier competitions will 
be tallied, and the top 10 finishers will be named to the 2018 


USA Archery Team. Miller is 
in the hunt for a spot on the 
women’s compound cadet 
team of girls ages 15 to 17, 
competing against 135 of the 
other best female shooters 
her age from all around the 
country. The top five will form 
the traveling USA team for 
next year’s world champion-
ship tournaments. Sixth and 
seventh-place finishers will be 
the alternates. 


At 16, Miller will be a junior 
at Trinity High School in the 
fall. She’s been participating 
in competitive archery for five 
years, earning multiple cham-
pionships in her age class at 
state and regional contests. 
She shoots a compound bow 
so is not aiming for a trip 
to the Olympics at this time 
where only recurve bows are 


currently admitted in archery competition. 
In a highly competitive environment where some are ac-


companied by two or three coaches and large support crews, 
Miller’s “crew” consists of her parents, Heidi and Tony Miller, 
who trim costs by taking turns attending the large events, and 
her coach, Bill Dickens of Lewiston. Dickens is a certified Na-


BY AMY GITTELSOHN
THE TRINITY JOURNAL


A week-long search for missing hiker David Ura 
ended joyfully last Friday when family members 
found him on a logging road south of the challenging 
Bigfoot Trail Ura had set out to hike.


Ura and his companion on the trek, an English 
springer spaniel named Kingsley, were OK but de-
hydrated, Ura’s ecstatic daughter, Ashley May, said 
hours after the missing man was found.


After recuperating for a few days, Ura shared with 
the Journal how his plan to hike the 360-mile Bigfoot 
Trail went wrong early on.


Ura’s family is from Central Point, Ore. His wife and 
daughter dropped him and Kingsley off at the start 
of the trail at the Ides Cove Trailhead in the Yolla 


Bolly-Middle Eel Wilderness in Tehama County on 
June 15.


He planned to hike 77 miles of the trail to Hayfork, 
where he would meet his family to resupply on June 
21 and then continue on his journey.


The Bigfoot Trail has been described as a “concept,” 
not a completed trail, to be hiked at your own risk. 
The route through wilderness areas and rural areas 
includes backcountry trails as well as areas that ha-
ven’t been maintained and U.S. Forest Service roads. 
Hikers who undertake the challenge go through wil-
derness and rural parts of Tehama, Trinity and Del 
Norte counties, winding up at Crescent City.


Ura and Kingsley arrived at the trailhead at mid-day 
and hiked a short distance to the aptly named Square 


Flat fire  
held at  


300 acres
TRINITY JOURNAL STAFF


A fire that started southeast of Douglas 
City in the Reading Creek Road area on 
Thursday, June 28, was reported to be 80 
percent contained on Tuesday and holding 
at 300 acres.


Helicopters and air tankers made an 
aggressive attack from the outset as 
firefighters worked on access and contain-
ment.


The wildland fire has burned no struc-
tures and the cause is under investigation.


Cal Fire said early this week firefight-
ers continued to strengthen established 
containment lines and good progress has 
is being made on all areas of the fire. Fire 
suppression repair continues. The public is 
urged to use extreme caution while driving 
on Reading Creek Road due to fire equip-
ment and personnel working in the area.


Meanwhile residents may see smoke to 
the north from the Petersburg fire which 
started Sunday in Siskiyou County three 
miles south of Petersburg Station. As of 
Tuesday, it was estimated at 350 acres and 
25 percent contained.


Aiming for Team USA
HEIDI MILLER | SPECIAL TO THE TRINITY JOURNAL


Faith Miller is aiming for a spot on the USA Archery Team, competing at the SoCal Showdown last month in Chula Vista, Calif.


Third-place podium finish at the national outdoor qualifying competition held 
last month in Chula Vista, Calif.


Lost and found Bigfoot hiker shares story


CONTRIBUTED
Ashley May, David and Kathleen Ura, and Ashley May’s dog Kingsley pose for a photo 
at their motel room after missing hiker David and companion Kingsley were found.


JOEL PATTON | THE TRINITY JOURNAL
Smoke from the Flat fire billows into the evening sky on 
Thursday, June 28.


Faith Miller has two more qualifying competitions to make the women’s cadet team


‘It’s the perfect time ... to just go for it and give it a shot.’








Lake. The junction to Square Lake 
is about 1.3 miles up the trail. They 
spent the rest of the day there look-
ing around. All was well. They were 
in no hurry.


Rising on the late side the next day, 
Ura said it was no problem walking 
up the trail at first. He’d made it 
about five miles from the trailhead 
when he lost the trail while travers-
ing down a downhill section.


“You just can’t walk straight down 
these hills,” Ura said.


Ura had map and compass. He 
thought he had a GPS tracker on his 
cell phone that would help him nav-
igate the trail and allow his family 
to track him. That turned out to be 
incorrect. He would try his phone 
during his days-long ordeal at dif-
ferent times but got no reception.


He was searching for the trail and 
noticed big storm clouds. Concerned 
that due to the type of soils he was 
in there could be flooding, Ura said 
he headed up to a plateau. In that 
area he found a spot where someone 
had bedded down and footprints 
leading north. “I figured that’s the 
way to go,” he said.


He and Kingsley crawled into 
their tent as the rain increased. In 
the morning, their third day on the 
trail, the footprints Ura had intend-
ed to follow had been washed away.


Ura attempted repeatedly to find 
the tracks again but it was uphill 
and the temperature was around 
100 degrees, he said. Although he 
had three liters of water, it was go-
ing fast. So he headed back downhill 
and found a spring where he pitched 
camp with plans to continue looking 
for the trail.


“Every time I’d go up it was just so 
hot,” Ura said, so he stayed on the 
creek where he had water and shade.


Abandoning the plan to get to 
Hayfork, he decided to follow the 
creek south. Doing so, it looked like 
he’d hit established trail and roads.


At one point he climbed a moun-
tain without his gear to see if he 
could get cell service. It was difficult 
going, and, knowing he couldn’t 


get back down during daylight he 
and Kingsley slept up there. It was 
“teeth-chattering” cold that night, 
he said.


“I put wood down and curled up 
with the dog,” he said.


He was hiking in the creek some 
of the time and tended to his feet 
after hiking each day.


He did make his way to a road and 
saw a sign that read “Cold Springs 
Station 21 miles.”


“I knew if I stayed on that road I 
would run into people but I didn’t,” 
he said.


Ura described slow going due to 
the temperatures and uphill sec-
tions. He and Kingsley hiked in the 
morning and evening, taking shade 
during the heat of the day. “I just 
kept following that road,” Ura said.


At times he had to walk back-
wards because of a painful knee. 
He had to leave behind unnecessary 
gear as well.


Mentally, Ura said he kept fear at bay.
“People asked me was I worried 


about what could happen to me,” 
he said. “The only thing I was really 
worried about, my family worrying 
about me.” 


“If I started worrying about me 
I don’t think I’d have been able to 
make it,” he said.


Kingsley seemed not to realize 
there was a problem.


“He’s been hiking with me so long 
I don’t think he noticed,” Ura said. 
“I put on my backpack his tail’s up, 
he’s wagging it.”


“He never leaves my side,” Ura said.
He lost track of the dates, but 


figures around Day 11 he ran out 
of food in spite of rationing. “When 
the dog ran out he shared mine with 
me,” Ura said. 


No, he didn’t start eating bugs. “I 
did chew on a leaf here and there,” 
Ura said.


He’d done well finding springs, 
but Day 13 he was out of water.


Day 15, June 29, he was rescued.
“I come walking down the road 


and here comes this car and it was 
my family,” Ura said.


Ashley May Ura said family and 
friends had been camped out at the 


Ides Cove Trailhead looking for him 
but at that time were driving down 
the mountain to Corning to regroup 
and think of a new strategy. They 
were considering searching the trail 
further north, she said.


She said her father, already 
slender, lost about 15 pounds and 
“looked like a skeleton.” He didn’t 
need medical treatment.


After Ura failed to meet his family 
in Hayfork June 21 as planned, there 
had been days of ground searching 
by the Bigfoot Trail Alliance and 
other volunteers, as well as the U.S. 
Forest Service and helicopter crews. 
The Tehama County Sheriff’s Office 
requested the air search but didn’t 
send its Search and Rescue Team or 
Trinity County’s team, finding the 
risk of searchers unfamiliar with 
the area losing their way and not 
finding water to be too great.


Ura was south of the search. 
“I think I heard one helicopter but 


he seemed way north of me,” he said.
From the Tehama County Sheriff’s 


Office, Detective Rob Bakken said an 
officer went up and met with Ura.


Ura was found still in Tehama 
County in the Mendocino National 
Forest south of the trailhead he 
started at on a logging road known 
as M2, which is one route to the 
trailhead.


Ura said, “I thank every person 
that went out and gave their time to 
look for me.”


Ura said this experience will not 
cause him to give up hiking, al-
though he expects in the future to 
be equipped with a personal beacon 
device or communicator that uses 
satellites. Daughter Ashley May said 
that is for sure on the list. 


For good measure, she said, “I’ll 
probably put one on my dog, too.”


Bigfoot Trail
The Bigfoot Trail Alliance has 


posted on its Facebook page recom-
mendations on how to prepare to 
hike the trail. The information can 
be applied to many other back-
country routes as well. https://bfta.
bigfoottrail.org/2018/07/bft-trail-
safety/
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A Silver Alert has been 
issued for Rodney Ander-
son, an at-risk 78-year-old 
Fortuna man last seen in 
Dinsmore, which is just 
over the county line in 
Humboldt County along 
Highway 36.


The Fortuna Police 
Department requested 
the alert for Rodney 
Anderson. According to 
the Silver Alert, Ander-
son suffers from a med-


ical condition and may 
become disoriented. He 
might have a firearm.


The alert that was put 
out states Anderson was 
last seen in Fortuna on 
Saturday evening, June 23. 
Anderson’s daughter, Lynn 
Porter, said at that time 
her father was headed 
from Fortuna to Eureka, 
but he never made it. 
Porter has since found out 
that on Sunday, June 24, a 
person who saw her father 
along the road in Dins-


more brought 
him some gas. 


Anderson 
said she and 
her family went 
looking for her 
father in the 


Dinsmore area, with help 
from law enforcement, but 
they couldn’t find him. 


According to the Silver 
Alert, Anderson is an 
at-risk, missing person. 
He’s described as 78 years 
old, blond hair, blue eyes, 
approximately 6 feet tall. 


Anderson said her father 
now weighs about 145 
pounds. He is believed to 
be wearing a blue shirt 
and black pants.


He’s believed to be driv-
ing a white 2012 Chevrolet 
Silverado 4 door, with a 
black cover over the bed. 
License plate is 58924B2.


Anyone with information 
on Anderson’s location is 
asked to call the Fortuna 
Police Department at 707-
725-7550, or Lynn Porter at 
707-382-6326.


tional Field Archery Association instructor who became 
the Millers’ neighbor and friend several years ago when 
Faith and her younger brother Mason were little kids just 
learning to shoot with bows purchased from Craigslist at 
targets made by their dad.


The archery competitions typically involve shooting 
shoulder-to-shoulder beside some 20 other competitors 
at a time. Success requires not only proper form, strength 
and a finely tuned bow, but also solid mental focus and 
the ability to tune out all distractions.


“I just show up,” says Faith who never wants to know 
what her standings are while competition is under way. 


“If it all ended tomorrow, what a fun experience she’s 
had. We are so excited for her. Even if she ends up in 20th 
place, how cool is that?” said her mother, Heidi. “It’s the 
perfect time and she’s the perfect age to just go for it and 
give it a shot.”


Missing at-risk Fortuna man last seen in Dinsmore


Anderson


Woman, 18, dies in crash
TRINITY JOURNAL STAFF


An 18-year-old woman from Trinity Center died 
Monday in a crash south of Coffee Creek, the California 
Highway Patrol said.


The woman’s name is not being released pending noti-
fication of her family.


Preliminary investigation suggests the crash took place 
sometime between 4:30 and 6 p.m. The driver was the 
only occupant of the Nissan Rogue which was found off 
the roadway with the driver deceased, the CHP said.


This is an ongoing investigation and anyone with 
information is asked to contact CHP Officer Merryman at 
623-3832.


State opens North Coast  
Regional Cannabis Office
The Bureau of Cannabis Control has opened its North 


Coast Regional Office in Eureka. effective Monday, July 2.
The office, located within the Humboldt County Court-


house, 825 Fifth Street, Room 130, Eureka, will serve as a 
temporary location until the Bureau’s permanent office 
opens later this year.


“The opening of this office allows us to provide great-
er service to our applicants and licensees in the North 
Coast Region,” BCC Chief Lori Ajax said. “And while work 
remains to be done on our permanent location in Eureka, 
this is a significant first step.”


Individuals wishing to apply for licenses, pay their fees 
or ask questions of staff in person can do so at this loca-
tion. Fees for Department of Food and Agriculture and 
Department of Public Health licensees will also be ac-
cepted by appointment at this location. An appointment 
is required to pay fees. Appointments can be made by 
contacting 833-287-8171 or emailing CannabisFeeAppt@
dca.ca.gov. 


Hours of operation are noon to 5 p.m. Monday, 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Tuesday through Thursday, and 8 a.m. to noon 
Friday.


BLM announces fire restrictions
The Bureau of Land Management has implemented 


fire restrictions for public lands managed by its Arcata 
and Ukiah field offices in Del Norte, Humboldt, Trinity, 
Mendocino, Lake, Sonoma, Napa, Yolo, Colusa, Glenn and 
Solano counties, beginning June 28. The restrictions will 
remain in effect until further notice.


“We are implementing these seasonal restrictions to 
help protect public lands and nearby communities from 
wildfire,” said Walter Herzog, fire management officer for 
the BLM in northern California. “Dry fuels and high tem-
peratures have significantly increased fire danger, and 
we need to minimize the potential for fire starts.”


The fire restrictions prohibit all campfires and bar-
becues, except in developed, posted campgrounds and 
recreation sites. Portable stoves and lanterns using gas, 
jellied petroleum or pressurized liquid fuel are allowed 
outside of posted campgrounds and recreation sites, with 
a valid California campfire permit. Visitors should be 
extremely careful with their use. Wildland visitors should 
carry shovels and water. To obtain a California campfire 
permit, visit www.preventwildfireca.org/Campfire-Per-
mit/. Campfire permits are available free at BLM, Forest 
Service and Cal Fire offices.


Due to high fire danger, target shooting will be allowed 
only from a half-hour before sunrise to noon daily on 
lands managed by the Ukiah Field Office. Target shooters 
must have a shovel and water on hand. Shooters may 
not use incendiary, tracer, steel core or armor-piercing 
ammunition, or targets made of material that could emit 
sparks or explode. In accordance with state regulations, 
shooting is allowed for hunting.


Other restrictions include:
► No smoking, except within an enclosed vehicle or 


building, or at a designated, developed recreation site, or 
other designated areas.
► No motor vehicles or internal combustion engines 


off established roads or trails. Chainsaws equipped with 
spark arresters may be used until 1 p.m. daily.
► No possession or use of fireworks, including “safe 


and sane” devices. For the Arcata Field Office, there is an 
exception for July 4 only, when visitors can use state fire 
marshal-approved “safe and sane” fireworks at the Samoa 
Dunes Recreation Area at the north jetty, Humboldt Bay, 
near Eureka.


BLM officials noted that violation of fire restrictions 
is punishable by fines up to $1,000, 12 months in jail or 
both. 


For more information, telephone the Arcata Field Office, 
707-825-2300, or the Ukiah Field Office, 707-468-4000.  
Information on fire restrictions across public lands in 
California is available online at www.blm.gov/programs/
public-safety-and-fire/fire-and-aviation/regional-info/cal-
ifornia/fire-restrictions.


Can’t bear to be without 
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at our website, 
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