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WEATHER State weighs limits 
to pepper spray 
in juvenile jails

SACRAMENTO — A state 
lawmaker and reform 
groups are pushing to 
bar officers from carrying 
pepper spray in juvenile 
jails in California, one of 
six states that still allow 
employees to patrol with 
the chemicals in youth 
detention facilities.

Their calls come as 
the Board of State and 
Community Corrections 

prepares to consider regu-
latory changes that would 
limit using pepper spray 
to times when there is an 
imminent threat and would 
require officers to docu-
ment its use. Officers could 
still carry it at all times.

A bill by Democratic 
Assemblyman Ed Chau of 
Monterey Park would not 
allow it to be carried but 
would keep it available 
for use if other calming 
tactics aren’t working.

— Associated Press
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New entry system to streamline services

Guests at Hospitality 
House, Nevada County’s 
emergency homeless shel-
ter, are now asked a stan-
dard series of questions 
as part of a program that, 
if implemented by other 
organizations, could help 
streamline homeless ser-
vices in the area and create 
a framework for serving 

the most vulnerable people 
in the community.

The “coordinated en-
try system” — operated 
locally by Nevada Coun-
ty’s services hotline, 211 
— is being implemented 

nationwide in an effort to 
identify those who most 
need help.

The U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Devel-
opment this year began re-
quiring some organizations 

adopt an entry system. In 
Nevada County, that sys-
tem is now getting off the 
ground, according to Ann 
Guerra, executive director 
of Connecting Point, which 
runs the 211 hotline.

In order to determine a 
homeless person’s level of 
vulnerability, 211 operators 
ask that person questions 
including their family size, 

The Sierra Doctors Medical Group office on Colfax 
Avenue has closed down.

Candidate 
alleges 
problems in 
DA’s office

Glenn Jennings, a 
former Nevada County 
assistant district attorney 
running to become the 
county’s top prosecutor, 
claimed Wednesday that 
issues with an investiga-
tion into Sheriff ’s Deputy 
Jason Mackey led to his 
resignation.

Jennings, who this week 
announced his intention 
to run against District 
Attorney Cliff Newell, 
claimed his October 2015 
resignation stemmed from 
his refusal to sign a doc-
ument stating an inves-
tigation into Mackey was 
complete and found no 
wrongdoing. He resigned 
after he told Newell he’d 
refuse to approve any 

search warrant written by 
Mackey.

“In 2015 Jennings 
was instructed by Cliff 
Newell to terminate an 
investigation into alleged 
corruption involving the 
falsification of affidavits to 
obtain search warrants,” 
a news release from Jen-
nings states. “Jennings 
refused to sign the state-
ment or approve future 
warrants without the 

Sierra Doctors 
office closes

Nevada County has lost 
a long-standing medical 
practice.

The office of physicians 
Lezley Brown and Linda 
Foshagen, which has gone 
through several owner-
ship changes since it was 
established by Foshagen as 
St. Moritz Medical Center 
in 2001, closed down in 
January.

The small medical prac-
tice on Colfax Avenue, on 

the outskirts of downtown 
Grass Valley, had been pur-
chased by Sierra Doctors 
Medical Group last sum-
mer. The medical group 
stepped in after Rideout 
Health announced in 
March that it would end 
its association with four 
Grass Valley clinics — 
three primary care and one 
cardiology office. Rideout 
St. Moritz ended its opera-
tions June 30.

“When Rideout dumped 

A tale of two sinkholes
An access road built at the former site of a 100-foot-deep sinkhole off Freeman Lane may soon become a trailhead for a 
proposed walkway along Little Wolf Creek, if all goes according to plan, Grass Valley officials say.

G rass Valley hopes 
to purchase just 
over a half-acre 
of land at the for-

mer site of a 100-foot-deep 
sinkhole that opened up off 
Freeman Lane when storms 
in January 2017 caused a 
pinched culvert to fail.

The area, which Tripp’s 
Auto Body currently owns, 
may become the future site 
of a trailhead leading to a 
walkway along Little Wolf 

Creek, according to City 
Manager Tim Kiser.

Grass Valley hopes to 
settle with Tripp’s — which 

is negotiating with the city 
over potential losses from 
the now-unusable por-
tion of its property — this 

spring, Kiser said. 
Kiser hopes both parties 

Different 
situations leave 
cities with 
contrasting 
issues, solutions

 LIZ KELLAR/LIZK@THEUNION.COM

PHOTOS BY ELIAS FUNEZ/EFUNEZ@THEUNION.COM

By Matthew Pera
Staff Writer

By Alan Riquelmy
Staff Writer

By Matthew Pera
Staff Writer

By Liz Kellar
Staff Writer

A 10-foot-deep sinkhole in Nevada City was stabilized shortly after it opened up in 
January 2017, but city officials say the site is in need of repair work.
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“This has the powerful potential to help 
connect all the service providers here in 

Nevada County.”— Priya Matthew, administrative analyst with Nevada 
County’s Health and Human Services Agency
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“My opponent’s 
representations 

and characterizations 
of the events of 2015 
are untrue.”— Chris Newell, district 

attorney 
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Bring in proof of new ownership to receive 
special homebuyer pricing on a new stove, 

insert or fireplace.
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Major Kyle Greever Sr.
Long time Nevada City res-

ident Major Kyle W. Greever 
Sr. passed away on January 
10, 2018. He was 96. 

A memorial service for Ma-
jor Greever will be held from 
noon to 3 p.m., Saturday, Feb-
ruary 10,, 2018, at Seaman’s 
Lodge, Nevada City. Any 
donations in his memory can 
be to Hospice of the Foothills  
or to Collings Foundation, 
which is an educational foun-
dation that provides tributes 
to our WWII veterans (cfdn.
org/phone 978-562-9182). 
Condolences may be mailed 
to 11055 Daniels Drive, Neva-
da City, CA  95959.   

Dave Iorns
Dave Iorns, of Nevada 

City, passed away peacefully 
January 24, 2018 at his home, 
surrounded by the love of his 
family. He was 72.

There will be a Celebration 
of Life and Reception at noon 
Friday, February 9, at Miner’s 
Foundry, Nevada City.

In lieu of flowers, please 
consider donating to one of 
Dave’s charities that were 
close to his heart:

Center for the Arts, Miner’s 
Foundry, Nevada City Cham-
ber of Commerce, Nevada 

City Little League, Nevada 
County Pets in Need.

Randolph Smith
Randolph Rodney Smith 

passed away Saturday, Feb-
ruary 3, 2018, in Grass Valley, 
of causes incident to age. He 
was 86.

A graveside service will be 
held at 2 p.m., on Saturday, 
February 10, 2018, at the 
Nalder Funeral Home in 

Shelley, Idaho and he will be 
buried at the Taylor Cemetery 
in Idaho Falls, Idaho. 

He was born in Long Beach 
on June 5, 1931 to C. Roy and 
Helen Joy (Enloe) Smith.

Randy will be forever 
remembered and loved by 
his children, Steven, Zackary 
(Sharon), Mark (Suzanne), 
Brian (Cindy), and Randie 
Sue (Wesley Neibaur); 21 
grandchildren and many 
great-grandchildren. 

Randy was preceded in 
death by his parents; his sis-
ter Ronalie (Smith) Landon; 
and his wife Jolene (Hult) 
Smith. 

A few of Randy’s interests 
were flying airplanes, telling 
stories, serving in the LDS 
Temple in Sacramento and 
working in his well-mani-
cured yard. 

Arrangements are under 
the care of Hooper and Weav-
er Mortuary.
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DAILY DERBY
Feb. 7:  
1st:  12 Lucky Charms
2nd:  5 California Classic
3rd:  6 Whirl Win
Time: 1:43.71

FANTASY 5
Feb. 7: 1-15-16-29-36  

MEGA MILLIONS
Feb. 6:   
14-17-25-48-58
Mega number: 25
Jackpot: $136 million

POWERBALL
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23-34-35-40-47
Powerball: 10
Jackpot: $165 million
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PLUS
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7-15-18-20-24
Mega number: 1
Jackpot: $8 million
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Opera star to perform in Auburn

Music in the 
Mountains 
will present 
one of the 

world’s greatest opera 
singers during “An Evening 
with Simon Estes,” at 6:30 
tonight at Rincon del Rio in 
Auburn. 

This one-night only per-
formance is part of Dr. Es-
tes’ residency in the Greater 
Sacramento Area, where he 
will also give master classes 
and make other community 
appearances.

Estes has lived an extraor-
dinary life. During a career 
that has spanned over 53 
years, Dr. Estes has broken 
down color barriers as the 
first black man to sing lead 
roles at the Bayreuth Fes-
tival, performed for popes 
and presidents, filled the 
world’s major opera houses, 
and sung at the Olympics 
and World Cup.

Dr. Estes never dreamed 
music would take him to 
perform on every continent 
except Antarctica. He grew 
up one of five children in 
Centerville, Iowa, during the 
1940s and 50s. His grand-
parents had been slaves and 
his father was a coal-miner 
who could neither read nor 
write. His family loved music 
and was heavily involved in 
their local Baptist church. It 
was here that Dr. Estes had 
his earliest musical experi-
ences, but it wouldn’t be un-
til college where he would be 
exposed to opera music and 
finally find his true calling.  

“I grew up singing gospel 
and spirituals. I didn’t know 
about opera or classical 
music,” Estes said. “When a 
professor at college intro-
duced opera to me, I just fell 
in love. It had always been 
there inside of me, but I had 
had no exposure to it, so 
once I heard it, it just bub-
bled up from inside of me 

and needed to come out.”
On April 19, 1965, Estes 

made his operatic debut 
with the Deutsche Opera as 
Ramfis in Aida. Of the over 
100 roles in his repertoire, 
he is most often associated 
with King Phillip in Don 
Carlo, Wotan in Wagner’s 
Ring cycle, Amfortas in Par-
sifal, King Mark in Tristan 
and Isolde, the four 
bass-baritone roles in The 
Tales of Hoffmann, Escamil-
lo in Carmen, Porgy in Por-
gy and Bess and the title 
roles in Boris Godunov, Ver-
di’s Attila, Nabucco, Oberto 
and Macbeth, Mozart’s The 
Marriage of Figaro, Saint-
Saens King Henry VIII, 
Rossini’s Moses and Ber-
thold Goldschmidt’s Cenci. 

In the title role in Wag-
ner’s The Flying Dutch-
man he appeared trium-
phantly for six successive 
years at the Bayreuth 
Festival.  

Estes may have been raised 
on spirituals and made his 
name as a classical opera 
star, but he feels just as com-
fortable singing Broadway 
tunes as he does the latter.  

“For Thursday night’s pro-
gram, I wanted to show my 
love of music through a wide 
range of songs,” Estes said. 
“There will be arias, spiritu-
als and of course, Broadway. 
I’ve always enjoyed its rich, 
beautiful melodies.”

In addition to perform-
ing live, Estes will also give 
a master class to the Music 
in the Mountains Young 
Composers. 

Estes who is a Professor 
at Iowa State University in 
Ames, Iowa, and at Wart-
burg College in Waverly, 
Iowa, enjoys sharing his love 
and knowledge of music 
with students from elemen-
tary school through college. 

Of the many master class-
es Estes has given, some 
of them include Harvard 

University, Duke Universi-
ty, John Hopkins, Peabody 
Conservatory, University 
of Michigan, University of 
Wisconsin, University of 
Indiana, San Francisco Con-
servatory, Russian Music 
Society in Moscow, Sidney 
in Australia, and many 
others. 

“Music touches people’s 
hearts, souls and minds. It’s 
vitally important in all as-
pects of society,” Estes said. 
“I share with my audiences 
what I have experienced be-
cause of opera — the impor-
tance of being broad-mind-
ed, tolerant and to love one 
another — music is incredi-
bly powerful.”  

Source: Music in the 
Mountains

Submitted to The Union

Simon Estes will perform at Rincon del Rio in Auburn tonight as part of his residency in 
the Greater Sacramento Area. Dr. Estes has been described as “one of the world’s greatest 
opera singers.”

SUBMITTED PHOTO

KNOW & GO
Who: Music in the Mountains presents An Evening with 
Simon Estes
When: Tonight at 6:30 p.m.
Where: Rincon del Rio, 10450 Rincon Way, Auburn, Calif.
Tickets: $50 includes dessert and wine reception fol-
lowing the concert. Tickets are available online at www.
musicinthemountains.org, by phone (530) 265-6124, or in 
person at Music in the Mountains, 530 Searls Ave, Nevada 
City.  Ticketing fees may apply.

TechTest scholarship available
It is TechTest season 

again — “Where the elite 
compete.” 

TechTest2018 will be the 
12th edition of the annual 
merit scholarship test that 
has been taken by Neva-
da County’s high schoolers 
heading for Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering and 
Math careers. TechTest is 
sponsored by the Sierra Eco-
nomics and Science Foun-
dation and is administered 
by the Nevada Joint Union 
High School District.

The four-hour exam tests 
students’ knowledge of math 

and science topics, using 
tools they have learned in 
school. It mostly draws on 
the students’ critical think-
ing and problem solving 
skills at a level of an entering 
college freshman enrolled 
in a STEM curriculum. 
Memorization of arcane bits 
of knowledge is de-empha-
sized. The test takers are 
also encouraged to compose 
and use ‘cheat sheets’ during 
the test.

Cash prize scholarships 
totaling $15,000 will again 
be awarded to seniors solely 
on the basis of test scores. 
The top three scorers will 
win $6,000, $4,000, and 

$2,000 respectively. The 
next 10 high scores will each 
be awarded $300. Juniors 
are encouraged to take the 
test for practice. All past 
tests and solution sets are 
posted on the SESF website, 
sesfoundation.org. Through 
the years SESF has awarded 
over $150,000 in cash schol-
arships to the county’s grad-
uating high school seniors.

Preparation for TechTest 
includes two 2-hour sem-
inars given in the Nevada 
Union High School Science 
Lecture Hall. The seminars 
focus on the kind of prob-
lems on the test, solution 
approaches and general 

instruction on how to take 
such exams. The test itself 
is also administered at the 
same venue. This year the 
seminars will be held from 
10 a.m. to noon on Feb. 24 
and March 3. The test will 
be given on from 1 p.m. to 5 
p.m. on March 18.

Test takers and their par-
ents will be invited to an an-
nual “Survivors’ Breakfast” 
at a date to be determined.

For more information 
please contact TechTest 
Academic Chair Barbara 
Ross at 273-3351, ext. 224 or 
bross@njuhsd.com.

Source: George Rebane
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completion of a thorough 
investigation. He instead 
resigned his position.”

Newell disputed Jen-
nings’ statement, calling it 
a mischaracterization and 
mixed with half-truths. 
He called Jennings an 
angry, disgruntled former 
employee.

“It’s unfortunate that 
he’s choosing that path 
of a campaign from the 
start,” Newell said.

Jennings’ claims aren’t 
new. A defense attorney 
in 2016 made similar 
arguments in an attempt 
to have a judge order the 
release of documents con-
nected to Mackey.

An internal investiga-
tion conducted found no 
wrongdoing on Mackey’s 
part.

According to Jen-
nings, problems arose in 
mid-2015 when Mackey 
approached him about 
a search warrant. Mack-
ey pointed to an address 
on the warrant and told 
Jennings he didn’t have 
that information when he 
penned the document.

Mackey asked Jennings 
to dismiss the case, which 
Jennings said he did. 

Jennings said he then 
spoke with Newell and 
others before they opened 
an investigation into 
Mackey. That led to a 
series of interviews, which 
included former Deputy 
Mark Hollitz, who previ-
ously had accused Mackey 
of inaccuracies in his 
warrants.

Hollitz left his position 
in February 2017, weeks 
before accusations sur-
faced that he had a sexual 
relationship with a confi-
dential informant.

Some weeks later 
Newell told Jennings the 
investigation into Mackey 
was over, Jennings said. 
Days or weeks after that 
Newell presented Jen-
nings with a document to 
sign, which stated that no 
wrongdoing was found 
after a full and thorough 

investigation. Jennings 
refused to sign it, he said.

Newell said no crimi-
nal allegation was made 
against Mackey, and that 
the issue was better suited 
for the Sheriff ’s Office, 
which conducted the in-
ternal investigation.

Some days or weeks 
later Newell told Jen-
nings that Mackey was on 
rehabilitation, and that 
Jennings would review 

his warrants. Jennings 
refused. Then in October 
2015 Jennings resigned 
after Mackey approached 
him with a warrant and 
Newell confronted him 
about it, Jennings said.

“My opponent’s repre-
sentations and character-
izations of the events of 
2015 are untrue,” Newell 
said in a statement. “Rath-
er, his lack of judgment, 
lack of comprehensive 
analysis, lack of manage-
rial skill, and his inability 
to effectively work with 
law enforcement led to his 
leaving the office.”

To contact Staff Writer 
Alan Riquelmy, email 
ariquelmy@theunion.
com or call 530-477-4239.
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“In 2015 
Jennings was 

instructed by Cliff 
Newell to terminate 
an investigation into 
alleged corruption 
involving the 
falsification of 
affidavits to obtain 
search warrants. 
Jennings refused to 
sign the statement 
or approve future 
warrants without 
the completion 
of a thorough 
investigation. He 
instead resigned his 
position.”— news release from 

Jennings

18 Affordable 
Public Cemeteries

Introducing our
 beautiful new Granite 
Niche Column at the 

Penn Valley Cemetery

GET 10% OFF 
through February when you 

pre-arrange today

District Office: (530) 265-3461
10523 Willow Valley Road, Nevada City, CA 95959

Call for a FREE Planning Packet (530)273-2446
Lic. FD1588 CR 109

Pre-planning 
gives you peace of mind
Complete Service Funeral Home & Crematory ❤ Locally Owned   
In-Home Appointments Available ❤ Available 24 Hours A Day

Servicing All Local Cemeteries ❤ Family Operated
WE ARE NOW MANUFACTURING GRAVE MARKERS & MEMORIALS

Chapel of the Angels 
Mortuary & Crematory
250 Race St., Grass Valley
www.chapeloftheangels.com

"Service from our heart"

$200 Discount on Pre-Arrangements

John J. Hodges passed away on January 15, 2018, peacefully at 
home in Grass Valley, with his wife of 44 years by his side, after a long 
13-year struggle with cancer. He was 78 years old.

John had an extraordinary career as an IBM Manager, even having 
been the youngest manager ever hired by IBM.

John was born in 1939 in Ft. Smith, Arkansas, and then the family 
moved to Tahlequah, Oklahoma where his best friend was a Chero-
kee (half German) Native American.

John was very close to his brother Budd Hodges, who is 18 months 
younger. He will miss him very much. Their parents, John and Charlene, moved the family 
to Redding California, where John went to High School, and then made it to a Masters 
Degree at San Jose State College. John loved cars and worked on his own and others’ in 
high school. His M.A. in math qualified him for the IBM management position where he was 
even sent to Milan, Italy (with his wife) in 1977 to manage the Customer Education Center, 
and international high-education IBM site. His wife, Susan Walima, PhD, still speaks five 
languages including Italian because of that assignment.

John and Susan married in San Francisco in 1973, when she kept her maiden name, which 
is Finnish! They moved to Grass Valley, CA in 2006 because they were both history lovers, 
and the foothills in California fascinated them!

John will be missed by many friends and family on both sides who have expressed condo-
lences along with great praise and thanks for John’s communication and helpful Christian 
skills.

A celebration of Life will be held on Saturday, February 17 at 11:00 a.m. at Lutheran 
Church of The Ascension in Citrus Heights, followed by a private burial ceremony at East 
Lawn Sierra Hills Memorial Park and a lunch at Ascension Lutheran. 

Rest in Peace dear hardworking, sweet, Scotch-Irish man.

John Hodges


