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WEATHER California lawmakers 
advance measures to 
curb opioid crisis

SACRAMENTO — 
California lawmakers 
advanced 10 opioid-related 
bills Tuesday in an effort 
to address the drug abuse 
crisis in the state, including 
a proposal that would let 
California share prescrip-
tion records with other 
states. 

Half of the bills passed 
by a legislative committee 
would increase monitoring 

or make it easier to track 
opioid prescriptions to help 
police and doctors spot 
problematic prescriptions. 
Others would place limits 
on doctors prescribing the 
addictive drugs to children 
or increase access to addic-
tion treatments. 

In California more than 
2,000 people died from 
opioid overdoses in 2016. 
Lawmakers say the prob-
lem is particularly bad in 
rural areas. 

— Associated Press
Lucille Lasley
Timothy O’Connor
Leona Thomas
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League of Women Voters to hold 
Congressional Candidate Forum

Nevada County voters 
will have a chance Thurs-
day to ask questions of the 
candidates who are com-
peting in the race for U.S. 
Congressional Representa-
tive, District 1. The forum 
will be held at the Rood 
Center in Nevada City 

and is being presented 
by the League of Women 
Voters of Western Nevada 
County. 

Candidates who will be 
in attendance are Dem-
ocrats Audrey Denney, 
Marty Walters, Jessica 
Holcombe, and David 
Peterson along with Re-
publican Gregory Cheadle 
and Green Party member 

Lewis Elbinger. Repub-
lican incumbent Doug 
LaMalfa of Oroville is not 
expected to be present, as 
he is currently in session 
in Washington, D.C.

Janice Bedayn, president 
of the League of Women 
Voters of Western Nevada 
County, said that predict-
ing the topics of the meet-
ing is nearly impossible.

“That’s hard because we 
don’t generate the ques-
tions, the audience does, 
but definitely expect cur-
rent issues such as DACA 
(Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals) and 
gun control,” she said. 

Bedayn estimates the 
last forum held drew 

Judge mulls 
decision in 
Mackey case

Defense attorneys 
seeking to dismiss a 
search warrant penned 
by Deputy Jason Mack-
ey slammed the Nevada 
County officer on the 
final day of a six-day 
hearing, alleging cor-
ruption and expressing 
outrage over his purport-
ed actions.

Defense attorneys 
Heather Burke and Ste-
phen Munkelt represent 
two men facing mis-
demeanor marijuana 
charges that stem from a 
warrant Mackey wrote. 
They say that Mack-
ey’s misstatements in 
that warrant, whether 

intentional or reckless, 
should lead a judge to 
rule that evidence gained 
from it can never reach a 
jury. Alternatively, they 
want the case dismissed 
against their clients.

The prosecutor in the 
case disputed those argu-
ments, saying the attacks 
against Mackey are polit-
ically motivated. 

Pit bull owner 
a no-show in 
court, again

Brittany Sanchez, the 
owner of two pit bull 
mixes that were ruled as 
“potentially dangerous” 
in a civil hearing after 
they attacked and killed a 
much smaller dog, failed 
to appear for her arraign-
ment on criminal charges 
Monday.

Sanchez is facing one 
misdemeanor count 
of failure to procure a 
dog license, as well as 
infractions for owning a 
dangerous or vicious dog, 
and letting an animal run 
at large, and was set to 
appear in Nevada County 
Superior Court.

No decision has been 
made on Sanchez’s fail-
ure to appear. As was 
the case for an earlier 
civil proceeding, Neva-
da County’s judges have 
recused themselves due 
to a potential conflict of 
interest — the victim, 
Jeannie Wood, works in 
the courthouse. No judge 
has been assigned to the 
case yet, court staff said.

In a civil proceeding on 
March 21, a judge ruled 
that Sanchez’s dogs, Darla 
and Blueberry Pie, were 
responsible for the Feb. 17 
attack that killed Wood’s 
Chihuahua mix, Scooter.

Wood testified she had 
been walking Scooter 
when the two pit bull 
mixes charged her and 
the dog. Other residents 
of the area testified to the 

dogs’ pattern of aggres-
sive behavior.

Sanchez did not show 
up for that hearing, 
either, and was to be 
mailed a notice. She has 
35 days — until April 25 
— to come into com-
pliance, according to 

April brings 
weather swings

A slight drizzle wasn’t enough to delay the Bear River vs. Colfax varsity baseball game at Bear 
River High School Tuesday afternoon, where Applegate’s Tonya Ríos is seen sitting under the 
protection of an umbrella. More rain and the potential for some low snow is being forecast 
for later this week. For more on the Bear River vs. Colfax game see page B6. 

The rain expected 
to roll through 
Nevada County 
this week is more 

akin to a nuisance than a 
downpour, a meteorologist 
with the National Weather 
Service said.

People are more likely to 
notice the significant drop 
in temperature that the 
storm system brings.

“April is normally a 
transition time for us in 
Northern California,” said 
Tom Dang, meteorologist 
with the weather ser-
vice. “I wouldn’t say it’s 
unusual.”

Monday came with 
highs in the 70s. Today’s 
high is expected to reach 
54. Under a tenth-of-an-
inch of rain is forecast for 
the day and between a 
quarter- and a half-inch 
tonight. 

Thursday’s high is fore-
cast to reach 50. A dusting 
of snow is possible for 
those between 3,000 and 
4,000 feet. Temperatures 
will bounce to the 60s for 
the weekend.

Rain could return Sun-
day and Monday, though 
forecasts don’t show how 
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“Those dogs are 
no longer in 

that neighborhood, 
but where did they 
go? That’s the big 
question.”— Nevada County Sheriff’s 

Lt. Sam Brown

“Any amount of 
rain is good this 

time of year.”— Tom Dang, National 
Weather Service 

meteorologist
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“Even police 
officers should 

not be considered 
guilty until proven 
innocent.”— Assistant District 

Attorney Chris Walsh

273-1301
www.aaheating.com

763 S. Auburn St, Grass Valley CSL #310626

Some restrictions apply. See dealer for details.

WORRY-FREE HVAC 
MAINTENANCE PLAN

Includes:
• 2 tune-ups per year - AC/HEAT
•  Priority emergency service during  

normal business hours
•  Diagnostic charge waived  

when problems occur
• Discounts on parts and repairs

CALL FOR DETAILS

12 TIME “BEST OF” WINNER!

SENIOR 
DISCOUNTS 
AVAILABLE!

 

Expires June 15, 2018.

Family owned & operated since 1960

Excellent financing available, OAC. 
Call for details *Some restrictions apply. 

Rebates when available. See dealer for details. 

RECEIVE UP TO 

$1700
ON A COMPLETE

 QUALIFYING                        HOME 
COMFORT SYSTEM

Are You Ready for Spring & Summer?

See our  
grocery specials 

insert in 
today’s paper
735 Zion St. - Nevada City

129 W. McKnight Way - Grass Valley




