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WEATHER Autopsy by coroner sheds 
light on police killing

An official autopsy from 
the fatal police shooting of 
an unarmed black man in 
Sacramento calls into ques-
tion the conclusions drawn 
by an independent doctor 
hired by the man’s family. 

The autopsy released 
Tuesday says 22-year-old 
Stephon Clark was shot 
seven times, not eight. 

A pathologist retained 
by the county coroner 
also says the family’s 

pathologist mistook an exit 
wound for an entry wound, 
leaving the impression 
that police first shot Clark 
from the side or back. The 
county’s reviewer says Clark 
was most likely shot as he 
approached police — a 
conclusion that’s consistent 
with the officers’ story. 

The autopsy also says 
Clark was legally drunk and 
had traces of marijuana, 
cocaine and codeine in his 
system. 

— Associated Press
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Man already 
in jail charged 
with murder

Weeks passed after 
Pamela Diane DeGrio’s 
death, and her former 

sister-in-
law began 
to worry 
that the 
homi-
cide case 
would go 
cold.

The 
Tuesday 
arrest of 
71-year-
old 
Michael 
Kent 
Sturgell, 
who au-
thorities 
say mar-
ried and 
divorced 

DeGrio over 40 years ago, 
changed everything.

“We began to wonder,” 
said Pat DeGrio Rus-
sell, who’s not related to 
Sturgell. “We knew it had 
to be somebody who knew 
her.”

Bud DeGrio, a former 
husband of DeGrio’s and 
Russell’s brother, said 
Sturgell’s arrest surprised 
him. He said it’s difficult 
for him to believe Sturgell 
killed DeGrio.

“It’s just hard for every-
body,” he added. “You’ve 
got to really feel for the 
kids.”

Sturgell, already in the 
Nevada County Jail on an 
unrelated burglary accu-
sation, was told Tuesday 
morning that he’s charged 
with murder in connection 
with DeGrio’s death. He 
declined to give a state-
ment, authorities said.

Sturgell was linked 
to the February shoot-
ing death of DeGrio, 67, 
through a firearm stolen 
from her home around 
the time of her death. 
That weapon recently was 
recovered in Butte County, 
along with other firearms 
taken in the unrelated 
burglary, sheriff ’s Lt. Rob 
Bringolf said in an email.

“These firearms were 

Judge finds fault 
with deputy

A Nevada County judge 
on Tuesday ruled that 
Deputy Jason Mackey 
made false and mislead-
ing statements in a search 
warrant — a decision that 
means a marijuana case 
against two men will be 
dismissed, a defense attor-
ney said.

In the same decision Su-
perior Court Judge Robert 
Tice-Raskin denied a de-
fense motion that claimed 
law enforcement commit-
ted outrageous govern-
mental conduct. 

The judge’s ruling came 
after six hearings that 
spanned three months 
and included some 20 
hours of testimony.

The decision stems from 
a marijuana case involv-
ing Corey Connors and 
Mark Gonsman, both of 
whom were accused of a 
misdemeanor marijua-
na accusation. Defense 
attorneys sought to show 

Mackey, on the Narcotics 
Task Force in 2015, erred 
in his search warrant 
against the men.

Mackey said he photo-
graphed suspected mar-
ijuana under cultivation. 
Photos submitted to a 
judge with the search war-
rant show no cannabis, 
the judge’s ruling states.

“The State argues that 
the photographs were not 
attached to show mari-
juana cultivation; instead, 
it asserts that the photo-
graphs were included to 
identify the property. The 
court is not persuaded.”

Tice-Raskin later in his 
ruling states that “the De-
tective’s representations as 

Supes OK temporary 
grow licenses

Nevada County cancer survivor and medical patient Mark Johnson raises his hand during the discussion at Tuesday’s all 
day meeting regarding the draft cannabis cultivation ordinance.

N evada County 
growers who 
meet existing 
zoning and 

acreage requirements will 
get the chance this sum-
mer to apply for temporary 
licenses — a change to local 
rules that will open the 
doors to the commercial 
medical cannabis market. 

The Board of Supervi-
sors on Tuesday decided 
to implement a temporary 
license system as county 
staff continues to craft a 
permanent draft ordinance. 
Staff will return May 22 to 
supervisors with an urgency 
ordinance to implement the 
new program. Supervisors 
won’t decide on fees until 
June, because state law re-
quires a 10-day public notice 
period on the issue and staff 
can’t meet that requirement 
this month.

Staff said they potentially 
could implement the tempo-
rary license system on July 1.

“It’s access to the legal 
market and that’s huge,” 
said Diana Gamzon, execu-
tive director of the Nevada 
County Cannabis Alliance.

The creation of a tempo-
rary licensing system is a 
win for cannabis growers 
who initially were looking 
at months of delay. The 

passage of a permanent 
grow ordinance won’t occur 
until after the completion 
of an environmental impact 
report, which will take 
months.

The temporary licensing 
system will operate under 
the existing marijuana or-
dinance, not the draft rules 
still under consideration. 
The existing rules impose 
zoning and acreage restric-
tions, as well as caps on the 
number of plants.

Growers must have at 
least 10 acres to grow out-
side. The maximum of 25 

plants is allowed on over 20 
acres.

Jonathan Collier, on the 
cannabis alliance’s executive 
board, said growers who 
have existing business rela-
tionships and product will 
benefit from the temporary 
license program. Others 

might not do as well, though 
he emphasized the complex-
ity of the situation makes his 
prediction uncertain.

“We appreciate the effort,” 
Collier said of supervisors. 
“Hopefully, it won’t take too 
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“It’s our opinion 
our officer was 

not dishonest, was 
not misleading in the 
search warrant.”— Sheriff Keith Royal
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The Nevada County Board of Supervisors Dan Miller, Richard Anderson, Ed Scofield, 
Hank Weston and Heidi Hall spent most of Tuesday’s special meeting hashing over the 
details of the ordinance, as well as hearing from members of the public.

The Nevada County Board of Supervisors are working on 
the details of the draft cannabis ordinance but weren’t 
able to move forward with an approval by the end of the 
meeting. 

“It’s access to the 
legal market and 

that’s huge.” — Diana Gamzon, executive 
director of the Nevada 

County Cannabis Alliance
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determined to have been fenced 
by Mr. Sturgell shortly after Ms. 
DeGrio’s death,” Bringolf said.

According to sheriff ’s Sgt. 
Robert Jakobs, someone in ear-
ly April contacted Butte County 
authorities about possible sto-
len guns. Local authorities be-
came involved days later. They 
then determined that one of 
those guns came from DeGrio’s 
house. Four others came from 
the unrelated Nevada County 
burglary.

Local authorities arrest-
ed Sturgell on the unrelated 

burglary charge days after 
DeGrio’s death. They claimed 
Sturgell stole firearms from a 
Nevada County home and tried 
to pawn them in Oroville.

Sturgell made bond but failed 
to appear in court in March, 
leading a judge to issue an ar-
rest warrant for him. Author-
ities rearrested him in April 
— the same month someone 
contacted Butte authorities 
about other possible stolen 
firearms.

To contact Staff Writer Alan 
Riquelmy, email ariquelmy@
theunion.com or call 
530-477-4239.

to actually observing marijua-
na were misleading and false.”

Stephen Munkelt, a defense 
attorney in the case, said the 
judge’s ruling will suppress evi-
dence gained through Mack-
ey’s warrant. 

“That means their case will 
be dismissed and there will be 
no conviction,” Munkelt said.

Assistant District Attorney 
Chris Walsh said he respectful-
ly disagrees with the decision. 
His office is considering asking 
the judge to reconsider. It also 
may appeal the ruling.

“We think there’s evidence 
that clearly shows he didn’t 
lie,” the prosecutor said.

Sheriff Keith Royal said he 
was disappointed in the deci-
sion, arguing the photos the 
judge saw weren’t meant to 
show marijuana.

“It’s our opinion our officer 
was not dishonest, was not 
misleading in the search war-
rant,” Royal said.

Defense attorney Heather 
Burke, also involved in the 
case, couldn’t be reached for 
comment.

The photograph issue is one 
of dozens Tice-Raskin dis-
cusses in his decision. Point 
by point, the judge addresses 
claims made by the defense. 
He found many of them 
unsubstantiated.

Munkelt said that a ruling 
in favor of the defense on the 
outrageous governmental 
conduct issue requires much 
evidence.

“It’s fair to say we didn’t 
reach that level,” he added.

To contact Staff Writer Alan 
Riquelmy, email ariquelmy@
theunion.com or call 
530-477-4239.
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much time out of staffing.”

ORDINANCE
Supervisors at their special-called 

Tuesday meeting clarified sever-
al aspects of the draft ordinance, 
including a push by some cannabis 
advocates to allow grows in residen-
tial agricultural zones.

The draft ordinance currently 
prohibits commercial medical grows 
in those zones. No commercial rec-
reational cultivation is allowed.

Supervisor Heidi Hall suggested 
examining residential agricultural 
grows in the environmental impact 
report, which county officials have 
said must be written before the per-
manent ordinance is passed. Other 
supervisors disagreed, and the sug-
gestion died.

The board opted to remove bus 
stops as locations that would re-
quire a 1,000-foot setback. Church-
es would require that setback, as 
would schools, parks, child care 
centers and youth facilities.

Those growing for medical 
patients could have a maximum 
of five qualified patients and a 
maximum of 500 square feet per 
patient. Those non-remunera-
tion growers must get a permit 
and comply with other grow 
requirements. 

Discussing permit limits, super-
visors chose to limit a person or 
entity to three cultivation licenses 
only. They made no decision on 
other license types, which don’t yet 
exist in Nevada County.

The board opted against pro-
hibiting firearms on commercial 
cannabis grows.

Pivoting to personal grows, 

supervisors agreed on allowing six 
plants outdoors on agricultural ex-
clusive, general agricultural, forest 
and timberland production zones, 
if they’re on at least two acres. 

Supervisors opposed an online 
registry for personal growers. 

Supervisor Ed Scofield support-
ed the registry, saying some would 
exceed state law that allows for six 
plants indoors.

“Why not seven?” Scofield said 
some growers might consider. 
“Why not 10? Why not 12? And 
that’s what’s been going on.”

Hall said enforcement should 
focus on large grows, not personal 
ones. 

Supervisors made no change to 
the zoning and acreage recommen-
dations that will be required under 
the new ordinance.

Under that ordinance com-
mercial medical grows could be 
on agricultural exclusive, general 

agricultural and forest zones that 
meet the requirements. Parcels 
from over two to five acres can have 
indoor grows of 500 square feet. 
No outdoor or mixed-light grows 
are allowed.

Hall suggested allowing outdoor 
grows on those parcels, though the 
suggestion didn’t pass.

The draft ordinance calls for 
parcels from five to 10 acres have 
a 2,500-square-foot limit. Par-
cels from 10 to 20 acres could 
have 5,000-square-foot grows. 
Parcels over 20 acres could have 
10,000-square-foot grows — the 
maximum size allowed in Nevada 
County.

All grows over five acres could be 
indoor, outdoor, mixed-light or a 
combination.

To contact Staff Writer Alan 
Riquelmy, email ariquelmy@
theunion.com or call 530-477-4239.

Nevada Joint Union High School District board member Pat Seeley 
was one of two public comment speakers that spoke in opposition of 
cannabis during Tuesday’s Nevada County Board of Supervisors meeting 
regarding the draft cannabis ordinance. 
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