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WEATHER California agrees 
to delay enforcing 
net-neutrality law

SACRAMENTO — 
California Attorney General 
Xavier Becerra says he 
won’t enforce the nation’s 
toughest state-level 
net-neutrality law when it 
takes effect in January. 

Becerra agreed Friday 
with lawyers challenging 
the law that the state 
should wait for the out-
come of a separate lawsuit 
looking to overturn the 

Federal Communications 
Commission’s decision 
to throw out national 
net-neutrality standards. 

The California law was 
celebrated nationally 
by advocates looking to 
preserve rules prevent-
ing internet companies 
from speeding or slowing 
certain content online. It 
mimicked federal rules ad-
opted during the Obama 
administration and rolled 
back under Trump. 

— Associated Press
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Judge revises 
May ruling on 
Deputy Mackey

A Nevada County judge 
has ruled that Deputy Ja-
son Mackey made no false 
or misleading statements 
in a search warrant, a 
decision that seemingly 
closes a contentious chap-
ter for the officer. 

Mackey, under fire from 
defense attorneys who at-
tacked his search warrants 
in criminal cases, made 
“inexact, inaccurate and/
or conclusory represen-
tations,” Superior Court 
Judge Robert Tice-Raskin 
states in a Wednesday 
ruling.

That’s a change from 
the judge’s May ruling 
that determined Mackey 
made false and inac-
curate statements in a 
search warrant that led 
to the arrests of two men 
on marijuana charges. 
Tice-Raskin in May sup-
pressed evidence against 
them because of Mackey’s 

actions. Prosecutors have 
said they’ll dismiss the 
charges.

The change from 
Tice-Raskin came after 
Assistant District Attor-
ney Chris Walsh asked 
the judge to reconsider. 
The prosecutor said in 
August that a designation 
of “false and misleading” 
would follow the deputy 
throughout his career.

“The importance of 
this case was not about 
marijuana,” Walsh said in 
an email. “It was about 
basic fairness. There 
were mistakes made and 
lessons learned. There is 
a distinction between a 
police officer who made a 
negligent mistake and one 
who lied.”

Defense attorney 

Mali Dyck 
selected as new 
assistant CEO

Mali Dyck, current-
ly serving as Nevada 
County’s interim Human 
Resources director, was 
named Friday as the new 
assistant CEO.

Dyck, 
38, will 
step into 
her new 
role on 
Nov. 5. 
Her salary 
will be 
$168,134.

“As a 
15-year resident of Nevada 
County, I’m honored to 
serve this community as 
the next county assistant 
CEO,” Dyck wrote in an 
email.

CEO Alison Lehman, 
who became the coun-
ty’s top administrator in 
September, chose Dyck 
for the job. Lehman said 
she’s looking forward to 
her joining the county’s 

executive team.
“With over six years of 

experience and knowledge 
of Nevada County opera-
tions, and having served 
as interim deputy CEO 
for over a year, her skillset 
will help to continue to 
drive the county forward 
on important board pri-
orities such as economic 
development and hous-
ing,” Lehman wrote in an 
email.

Dyck has worked in the 
private and nonprofit sec-
tors. Most recently she’s 
served with the county as 

World record?
Nevada County’s Lexie Alford, 20, shown here exploring Yemen earlier this year, caught the traveling bug early. She 
now has her sights set on becoming the youngest person in history to set foot in every country in the world.

L exie Alford has 
wanderlust. 

As the daughter 
of a local travel 

agent, 20-year-old Alford 
has been traveling her en-
tire life, and two years ago 
she set her sights on a lofty 
goal: she wants to be the 
youngest person to visit ev-
ery country on the planet. 

Since beginning her 
quest, Alford has visited 
183 countries and has 13 to 
go. The Guinness Book of 
World Records, to whom 
she must provide evidence 
of her travels, has made the 

globe-trotting a bit more 
challenging for Alford, who 
has folders full of docu-
mentation as record of her 
travels. 

“For Guinness, the hard-
est part isn’t even the travel 
for breaking the record,” Al-
ford said. “The hardest part 
is proving it, proving that 
I’ve been to all these places. 
I have to get signed witness 
statements in each country 
I go to, (and provide) plane 
tickets, passport stamps, 
accommodation receipts, 
log books for every country 
I visit.”

Spending much of her 

Nevada County woman’s shot 
to get in Guinness a difficult 
but rewarding experience

PHOTOS SUBMITTED BY LEXIE ALFORD

By Alan Riquelmy
Staff Writer
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By Alan Riquelmy
Staff Writer

Mali Dyck

Lexie Alford makes friends with the locals during a visit in 
February to Sri Lanka.

MORE ONLINE
For additional attorney 
comments, see this story 
at www.theunion.com
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“As a 15-year 
resident of 

Nevada County, I’m 
honored to serve this 
community as the 
next county assistant 
CEO.”

— Mali Dyck
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Heather Burke, who rep-
resents one of the men in 
the criminal case, said she 
hopes Walsh will dismiss 
all of Mackey’s remaining 
cases.

“In any event and in 
light of the county’s recent 
changes to the commer-
cial cultivation ordinances, 
these issues are quickly be-
coming a thing of the past,” 
Burke said in an email.

Defense attorney Stephen 
Munkelt, who represents 
the other defendant, said he 
hopes officers will receive 
training that leads to better 
search warrants.

“The bottom line is that 
Deputy Mackey should not 
have obtained a warrant 
for the search in this case, 
and the evidence has been 
thrown out,” Munkelt said 
in an email. “We never 
would have had to deal with 

the ‘extraordinary issues’ 
the court describes here if 
Assistant District Attorney 
Walsh had done a compe-
tent job in presenting his 
side of the case.”

Walsh said hindsight is 

20/20.
“If I thought that was go-

ing to be the critical issue, 
I would have placed more 
time on that,” Walsh said. 
“I’m just glad the judge 
took the time to correct the 
record and ensure a fair 
and just result.”

ISSUES
A series of hearings 

earlier this year about the 
marijuana case stemmed 
from defense attorneys’ 
trying to prove outrageous 

governmental conduct 
and stop the prosecution 
against their clients. The 
judge ruled against the con-
duct arguments, but said 
evidence against the men 
couldn’t reach a jury — ef-

fectively halting the case.
Tice-Raskin suppressed 

the evidence because 
Mackey in his warrant said 
he saw marijuana and pho-
tographed it during a 2015 
fly-over. However, Mackey 
in an April hearing said 
photos attached to the war-
rant showed no cannabis.

The judge made his “false 
and misleading” ruling in 
May. In August Mackey 
testified that he saw mar-
ijuana during the fly-over. 
He said that in 2015 he 

was inexperienced writing 
search warrants and would 
have reworded it.

The photos were intend-
ed to show the grow’s loca-
tion only. Language in the 
search warrant indicates 
the photos show cannabis.

Tice-Raskin in his 
Wednesday ruling said 
prosecutors through “inad-
vertence and neglect” failed 
to offer evidence during the 
April hearing. 

“If, in fact, Deputy 
Mackey did not make false 
statements with a reckless 
disregard for the truth, then 
the public record should ac-
curately reflect that truth,” 
the judge states, adding 
later: “Justice and fair-
ness require that the court 
establish what actually 
happened.”

To contact Staff Writer 
Alan Riquelmy, email 
ariquelmy@theunion.com 
or call 530-477-4239.

a program manager with 
Eligibility and Employ-
ment Services, interim 
deputy CEO and inter-
im Human Resources 
director.

Dyck has a bache-
lor’s degree in polit-
ical science from the 
University of Nebraska. 
She’s currently work-
ing toward a master’s of 
public administration at 
California State Univer-
sity, Northridge. She’s a 
graduate of the Neva-
da County Community 
Leadership Institute, has 
completed the execu-

tive credential program 
of the California State 
Association of Counties 
and is certified in project 
management.

“I look forward to 
leading the implemen-
tation of Alison’s vision 
as CEO as it relates to 
improved employee 
and civic engagement 
as well as the Board 
of Supervisors’ objec-
tives and vision for the 
county such as their 
policy direction related 
to housing, economic 
development, wildfire 
prevention and re-
sponse, and long-term 
cannabis regulations as 
well as maintaining a 
focus on fiscal stability 
and core county ser-
vices,” Dyck said.

To contact Staff Writer 
Alan Riquelmy, 
email ariquelmy@
theunion.com or call 
530-477-4239.

travel time alone — she was 
flying solo for about five 
months this year — Alford 
said she has learned things 
that can’t be found in any 
geography or history book. 
The evening news, she said, 
can paint a picture of world 
events, but really experienc-
ing things like war, death 
and corruption have an 
indelible impact. 

“I had a really crazy 
experience in Yemen,” she 
said. “That’s probably the 
most intense place I’ve ever 
been. It really showed me a 
part of the world not a lot 
of people see. People walk 
around with guns there, 
the buildings are damaged 
from air strikes. I had never 
been somewhere that was 
so affected by war.”

The depth of what she has 
learned during her travels 
isn’t lost on Alford. She said 
experiencing the stresses 
of traveling and having to 
come up with solutions in 
the moment has taught her 
lessons many of her con-
temporaries might not learn 
until later in life. 

She has few regrets, and 
said she’d like to inspire 
others, of any age, to see as 
much of the world as they 
can. 

“There are so many 
beautiful places to see but 
I think what I would want 
everyone to experience in 

their lifetime is how friend-
ly and welcoming locals can 
be in the most unexpected 
places. You would never 
think that a farmer living in 
a hut in Yemen would want 
you to come into his home 
and have his family make 
you food and tea and just 
want to sit with you. There 
is so much kindness out 
there.” 

With just over a dozen 
countries left to go, Alford 
is in the home stretch of 
meeting her Guinness goal. 
She hopes to mark this 
achievement in April.

“I have 13 countries left 
— five in Africa and the rest 
are in the Middle East and 
North Korea.

“North Korea is the only 
country with an active 
travel ban, but Guinness 
gave me approval to go to 
the demilitarized zone. The 
conference rooms there 
count as a visit to North 
Korea. It’s a technicality, 

but I will take it.” 
With a passion for shar-

ing her story, Alford is 
writing a book about her 
travels. 

“When I started this two 
years ago I had no idea 
what I was getting into. You 
can have a plan but you’re 

never going to know exactly 
where you’re going,” Alford 
said. 

And, she said, just be-
cause she is on the precipice 
of having stepped foot in 
every nation on the world, 
her wanderlust will remain 
strong. 

“I will 100 percent keep 
traveling. I feel like I am 
just beginning.”

Jennifer Nobles is a staff 
writer for The Union. 
She can be reached at 
jnobles@theunion.com or 
530-477-4231.
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Lexie Alford spent her 20th birthday traveling solo in Jordan. Here she visits the ancient 
city of Petra.

Lexie Alford took a Cessna flight over the islands of Palau, 
east of the Philippines, in March.

PHOTOS SUBMITTED BY LEXIE ALFORD

“There are so 
many beautiful 

places to see but I think 
what I would want 
everyone to experience 
in their lifetime is how 
friendly and welcoming 
locals can be in the 
most unexpected 
places.”

— Lexie Alford

“The importance of this case was not about 
marijuana. It was about basic fairness. There 

were mistakes made and lessons learned.”— Assistant District Attorney Chris Walsh

“I look forward 
to leading the 

implementation of 
Alison’s vision as CEO 
...” — Mali Dyck
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