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By Richard Halstead
rhalstead@marinij.com 
@HalsteadRichard on Twitter

Raises are on the way for 20 of Marin County’s 
top managers, which will come in addition to cost 
of living adjustments previously approved by the 
Marin County Board of Supervisors.

The raises will cost the county 
$80,000 during the remainder of 
the fiscal year, which ends June 
2019, and $220,000 annually be-
ginning in 2020 when all the raises 
have been phased in. That includes 
the increased cost of setting addi-
tional money aside for managers’ 
pensions.

Raises ranging in size from 1.2 
percent for Assistant District Attor-
ney Barry Borden to 5.3 percent for Assistant Di-
rector of Human Resources Lisa Baker become ef-
fective in January 2019.

The managers who will see their salaries in-
crease the most are assistant county administra-
tors Angela Nicholson and Dan Eilerman. Nichol-
son and Eilerman will receive a 5 percent raise ef-
fective in January, another 5 percent raise in July 
2019 and another 5 percent raise in July 2020. They 
are both currently paid a base salary of $181,397.

Their boss, County Administrator Matthew 
Hymel, will receive a 2 percent raise in January 
and another 3 percent raise in fiscal year 2019-20. 
Hymel currently is paid a base salary of $284,274.

County Counsel Brian Washington, the man-
ager with the second highest salary next to 
Hymel, will see his salary increase 4.6 percent 
in January to $257,622. Health and Human Ser-
vices Director Grant Colfax, the manager with 
the third highest salary, will see his salary go up 
2.5 percent in January to $247,248.
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Top county 
managers 
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with pay in comparable regions

By George Avalos
Bay Area News Group

Eight years after a Pacific Gas and Electric gas 
line exploded in San Bruno and killed eight peo-
ple, state regulators are investigating whether the 
embattled utility has continued to falsify pipe-
line safety records, a practice that contributed 
to the deadly blast.

In a Friday filing, the state Public Utilities 
Commission said it had opened an investigation 
into the utility. The filing claimed that PG&E 
didn’t have enough staffers attempting to locate 
and mark natural gas pipelines, pressured super-
visors to complete work, presided over multiple 
instances of falsifying records and data, and was 
aware of reports from outside parties that there 
were discrepancies in the records.

“Utility falsification of safety related records 
is a serious violation of law and diminishes our 
trust in the utility’s reports on their progress,” 
PUC President Michael Picker said.

The alleged violations occurred from 2012 
through 2017.

“This investigation will assess PG&E’s com-
pliance with the law pertaining to locating and 

INVESTIGATION

PG&E accused of gas 
pipeline violations, 
falsifying records
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Corte Madera residents may 
soon be allowed to grow can-
nabis outdoors, Town Council 
members said. PAGE A3 
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Corte Madera may allow 
outdoor cannabis grows

California Supreme Court 
chief justice says she gave 
up her GOP affiliation due to 
increasing polarization. PAGE A6 
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Chief justice gives up 
Republican Party label

By Michael Balsamo
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON >> Shaken and 
facing a prison term, Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s long-
time personal lawyer said 
Friday that Trump directed 
him to buy the silence of two 
women during the 2016 cam-
paign because he was con-
cerned their stories of alleged 
affairs with him “would affect 
the election.” He says Trump 
knew the payments were 
wrong.

Michael Cohen — who for 
more than a decade was a key 
power player in the Trump 

Organization and a fixture in 
Trump’s political life — said 
he “gave loyalty to someone 
who, truthfully, does not de-
serve loyalty.” Cohen spoke in 
an interview with ABC that 
aired Friday on “Good Morn-
ing America.”

Cohen said that “of course” 
Trump knew it was wrong to 
make the hush-money pay-
ments, but he did not provide 
any specific evidence or detail 
in the interview. Federal law 
requires that any payments 
made “for the purposes of in-
fluencing” an election must be 
reported in campaign finance 
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Cohen claims Trump knew it was 
wrong to make hush money payments

CRAIG RUTTLE — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Michael Cohen, President Donald Trump’s former 
lawyer, leaves federal court after his sentencing in 
New York, on Wednesday.

By Will Houston
whouston@marinij.com 
@Will_S_Houston on Twitter

 It’s a neighborhood nes-
tled in one of the states’ 
wealthiest regions, in the 
Bay Area’s tech-industry ex-
pansion and even has a fiber 
optic cable running through 
it that served a LucasFilms 
studio.

Despite all of this, thou-
sands of primarily Latino 
residents and students liv-
ing in San Rafael’s Canal 
neighborhood do not have 
access to adequate broad-
band services, according to 
local officials.

Omar Carrera, executive 
director of the community 
nonprofit, Canal Alliance, 
says this has been a long-
standing, evolving issue in 
the neighborhood that stems 
from poverty, affordability 
and lack of technological 
education.

“Communities don’t evolve 
at the same speed technology 
does,” Carrera said.

The effects of this digital 
divide are harmful to the 
community, affecting every-
thing from student success 
to government engagement 
to security, Carrera said. 
While smartphone technol-
ogy has worked to reduce 
the impact, Carrera said it’s 
not a catch-all solution.

A coalition of nonprofit 
groups, businesses, schools 
and government agencies 
are now brainstorming how 
to solve this issue, with one 
prominent idea to create an 
affordable, quality broad-
band option for the neigh-
borhood. The project also 
includes bolstering existing 
broadband infrastructure at 
schools and public facilities.

The Canal Broadband 
Network Project aims to 
serve about 10,000 residents. 
The coalition’s early esti-
mates indicate a minimum 
of 2,000 adults and children 
in the nearly 7,500-resident 
neighborhood are not ac-
cessing broadband in their 
homes with adequate levels 

of affordable service.
That number is more 

likely in the range of 4,000 
to 5,000, according Peter 
Pratt, the principal and chief 
strategist at the San Rafael-
based Commnexis, Inc.

“We believe so far, with-
out doing any local survey-
ing, that it is largely an af-
fordability issue,” Pratt said, 
adding that the numbers 

will be refined as it begins 
more outreach.

While it may seem coun-
terintuitive, the fact that 
the Canal is surrounded by 
broadband infrastructure 
will present a challenge to-
ward achieving the project’s 
goal — namely in obtaining 
funding.

While rural broadband 

SAN RAFAEL

ACCESS FOR ALL
Marin coalition seeks to bridge internet gaps in Canal neighborhood

Seventh-grader May Castillo works with tutor Lauren 
Howard during Canal Alliance’s after school program in San 
Rafael on Wednesday. 
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Sixth-grader Jessica DeLeon does her homework on a laptop loaned by the Canal Alliance during the nonprofit’s after-
school program in San Rafael on Wednesday. 
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RED HILL
S A N A N S E L M O25 Shops including Safeway | CVS | Farm Burger | Peet’s Coffee and Tea

Red Hill Cake & Pastry | Jolt! | Vine Wine Shop & Bar | Lark Shoes
Lux Blowdry & Beauty Bar | Sophie’s Nail Spa | Gold Dreams Jewelry

With 25 shops it’s the “center of it all!”

See what's in store at Redhill!


