
disclosures.
Speaking to ABC’s 

George Stephanopoulos, 
Cohen appeared shaken 
over the series of events 
that swiftly took him 
from Trump’s “fixer” to a 
man facing three years in 
prison.

“I am done with the ly-
ing,” Cohen said. “I am 
done being loyal to Pres-
ident Trump.”

He added: “I will not be 
the villain of this story.”

Cohen was sentenced 
on Wednesday to three 
years in federal prison 
after pleading guilty to 

several charges, includ-
ing campaign finance vi-
olations and lying to Con-
gress. Prosecutors have 
said Trump directed Co-
hen to arrange the pay-
ments to buy the silence 
of porn actress Stormy 
Daniels and former Play-
boy model Karen McDou-
gal in the run-up to the 
2016 campaign.

The decisions to pay off 
Daniels, who alleged she 
had sex with a married 
Trump in 2006, during the 
run-up to the 2016 elec-
tion was made soon after 
an old “Access Hollywood” 
tape surfaced, in which 
Trump was heard talking 
about groping and trying 
to have sex with women, 
Cohen said.

“He was very concerned 
about how this would af-
fect the election,” Cohen 
said.

The hush money wasn’t 
initially reported on cam-
paign finance documents 
and, in any case, far ex-
ceeded the legally accept-
able amount for in-kind 
contributions. The federal 
limit on individual contri-
butions is $2,700.

As to whether Trump 
knew it was wrong to 
make the payments, Co-
hen said, “First of all, 
nothing at the Trump or-
ganization was ever done 
unless it was run through 
Mr. Trump. He directed 
me to make the payments, 
he directed me to become 
involved in these matters.”

Trump has denied di-
recting Cohen to break 
the law and has asserted 
in a barrage of tweets over 
the last several weeks that 
Cohen is a “liar” who cut 
a deal in order to get a 
reduced prison sentence 
and to help himself and 
his family.

Loyalty has long been 
a core value for Trump, 
who has been stung by 
the behavior of Cohen 
and other former asso-
ciates who have dissoci-
ated themselves from the 
president, intent on saving 
themselves. That list also 
includes former White 
House staffer Omarosa 
Manigault Newman and 
former National Security 
adviser Michael Flynn.

Cohen
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projects have more access 
to government subsidies, 
urban settings like the Ca-
nal neighborhood have pro-
viders and infrastructure 
already and therefore do 
not have the same access 
to funds. In this way, is-
sues like those in the Ca-
nal largely go unrecog-
nized, Pratt said.

“If you believe in digital 
equity, then you have to 
address it in both areas,” 
Pratt said.

An ‘invisible’ divide
The Canal neighborhood 

has been described as be-
ing the immigrant gateway 
to San Rafael. Immigrants 
from countries like Guate-
mala, Mexico and El Salva-
dor along with their descen-
dants have inhabited the 
neighborhood for decades.

Carrera said the neigh-
borhood is a younger com-
munity with working fam-
ilies and children. But it’s 
also an impoverished com-
munity, with the majority 
of families low income and 
about a quarter below the 
poverty level, according to a 
2015 UC Berkeley study.

The Canal Alliance has 
sought to break this gen-
erational cycle of poverty 
among Canal residents 
through improved educa-
tion. More than 70 percent 
of the residents have a high 
school degree or less, accord-
ing to the UC Berkeley study.

Without proper access to 
the internet at home, Car-
rera says students are likely 
to fall behind their peers.

“The problem is this dig-
ital divide is an invisible el-
ement we don’t talk about,” 
Carrera said.

Through the years, tech-
nology has become in-
grained in school work and 
achieving academic success. 
At San Rafael City Schools, 
kindergartners are given 
Google accounts and be-
gin using laptops in early 
grades. Through applica-
tions, students are taught 
literary, reading and math 
skills.

Reliance on technology 
only progresses through 
the grade levels, with stu-
dents asked to communicate 
with teachers and students 
through the internet, ac-
cording to the district’s com-
munications director Chris-
tina Perrino.

“Our high schools are us-
ing Canvas to build their 

digital portfolios to show-
case their work,” Perrino 
said. “Students are able to 
use these tools and apps at 
home, but they are limited in 
access if they do not have in-
ternet services and are often 
attempting to use these tools 
through their smartphones.”

Cheaper broadband plans 
are available, but Carrera 
said the bandwidth qual-
ity is poor and that they are 
limited to certain individu-
als. Comcast has a $9.95 per 
month plan, for example, but 
to qualify you must have at 
least one child who qualifies 
for the National Free School 
Lunch program or be re-
ceiving HUD housing assis-
tance.

Carrera said there are also 
families that share apart-
ments because of the high 
cost of living, but broadband 
plans allow for one account 
per household.

Security is another con-
cern. Carrera said many 
residents use Wi-Fi on un-
secured networks, in part 
because they don’t know 
how to secure it. This opens 
up the potential for per-
sonal information to be sto-
len. Carrera said some resi-
dents have reported receiv-
ing phone calls from people 
pretending to be U.S. Immi-
gration and Customs En-
forcement agents.

“When you live in these 
conditions of fear and pov-
erty you are very vulnerable 
to those types of situations,” 
Carrera said.

Finding solutions
The project is in its very 

early stages and there are 
many questions that remain 
unanswered. How much will 
it cost? How will it be funded 
and sustained? Who will 
run it? What property own-
ers will be involved? Will it 
be hard-wired or wireless 
service? Will it actually be 
affordable?

Kim Fink, chief execu-
tive officer at the San Ra-
fael-based Sun First Solar, 
has for the past year been 
working to gather partners 
of varying backgrounds and 
expertise to attempt to an-
swer those questions.

“Now is the time to bring 
it all home,” Fink said. “This 
is going to take time and 
persistence and patience 
and that’s what these peo-
ple all have.”

Fink said she first heard 
about the situation in the 
Canal in October 2017 when 
the city schools superinten-
dent, Mike Watenpaugh, 
gave a lecture to the cham-
ber of commerce’s leader-
ship institute class.

“I was completely blown 
away when I heard that this 
was even an issue in this day 
and age and felt I had to do 
something,” Fink said.

Project proponents say 
private sector involvement 
will likely be essential.

Unlike Marin County’s re-
cently completed, $2.5 mil-
lion project that brought 
broadband services to Nica-
sio, the Canal project likely 
can’t access the same state 
and federal subsidies that al-
lowed the Nicasio project to 
advance. Pratt said this is be-
cause the region already has 
networks in it, a new low-in-
come network would be con-
sidered an “over build” for 
which government funds 
are not allowed.

About 100 nonprofit hous-
ing units in the Canal may 
be able to access the funds, 
but that would only par-
tially address the problem, 
Pratt said.

Marin supervisor Dennis 
Rodoni, who serves on the 
county’s broadband task 
force, said even the Nicasio 
project required substantial 
matching funds.

“We still think it’s very 
worthwhile and certainly 
worth the investment of the 

private capital too,” Rodoni 
said of the Canal project.

Opportunities
Despite these challenges, 

the area does have some 
aspects working in its fa-
vor. For one, a fiber optic 
line that once served Lu-
casFilms’ Industrial Light 
& Magic studio on Kerner 
Boulevard still exists, which 
Pratt said could serve as a 
“backbone” for the Canal 
network.

Pratt said the commercial 
carrier of the line, the Col-
orado-based Zayo Group, is 
also the same company he 
worked with when work-
ing on the county’s Nicasio 
project.

A portion of the neighbor-
hood is also the only region 
in the county that has been 
designated as an opportu-
nity zone under federal law 
passed a year ago. The pro-
gram gives federal tax incen-
tives for investments in low 
income areas, which Pratt 
and others say could help at-
tract more financial support.

Rep. Jared Huffman, D-
San Rafael said he’s not 
aware of any specific fed-
eral funding that could be 
secured for the project. He 
agreed that private capital 
is likely going to be the pri-
mary funding driver, and 
that a comprehensive blue-
print of the project could 
help to secure that.

Huffman said the project 
would “address a serious 
equity problem we have in 
what is otherwise a very pro-
gressive community.”

“We’re very early in this 
process. We’re just try-
ing to figure out if we can 
agree on a goal and vision 
here,” Huffman said. “But 
I’m committed to doing 
that.”

While Huffman would 
push for a free internet ser-
vice similar to programs in 
the South Bay, Carrera said 
he does not believe that free 
service would last long.

Carrera envisions a net-
work where residents pay 
for the service with no con-
tract, similar to an airport. 
The user would open to a 
portal with localized con-
tent such as upcoming gov-
ernment meetings, employ-
ment opportunities, educa-
tional content and safety 
alerts.

“It really has the poten-
tial to not only solve the 
digital divide, but really to 
integrate this community 
in way that the city, county 
and all these institutions 
want them to be,” Carrera 
said. “That’s the dream.”

Internet
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These “equity” raises will 
come in addition to a 2.5 per-
cent cost of living raise these 
managers received in the 
current fiscal year, and pre-
viously approved cost of liv-
ing raises of 3 percent in fis-
cal 2019-20 and 2.5 percent in 
fiscal 2020-21. Those are the 
same raises that county man-
agers granted to members of 
the Marin Association of Pub-
lic Employees (MAPE), the 
county’s largest union, when 
they signed a new three-year 
contract in July.

Hymel told supervisors 
last week the equity raises 
for managers were proposed 
after surveying approxi-
mately 60 department head 
and assistant department 
head classifications in other 
counties.

“Like with the criteria for 
our union employees, we 
strive to keep pace with the 
salaries of comparable coun-
ties with similar positions 
and scope of responsibility,” 
Hymel said.

At the Dec. 3 meeting Rol-
lie Katz, executive director 
of MAPE, requested that the 
supervisors delay their ap-
proval of the raises.

“I would ask that you de-
fer this a week,” Katz said, 
“and that you publish the sal-
ary survey information that 
you use so that other em-
ployees and the public can 
see what you did.

“When higher-paid people 
get salary increases, it always 
causes a very understand-
able reaction from people 
who make less money,” Katz 
said. “Our people would want 
to know if you’re using the 
same standards.”

Supervisor Katie Rice said 
she would be open to delay-
ing the vote, but no other su-
pervisor showed any interest 
in discussing the matter fur-
ther and the raises were ap-
proved unanimously without 
additional discussion.

Robert Fellner, executive 
director of Transparent Cal-
ifornia, which posts informa-
tion on the compensation of 
California public employees 
on the internet, questions the 
use of salary surveys to jus-
tify raises.

“Wages should be set on 
market conditions and reflect 
whether the county is able to 
attract and retain talent,” 
Fellner wrote in an email.

“Governments deploy mis-
leading salary surveys lim-
ited to only other govern-
ment agencies, and when-
ever an agency is at or near 
the bottom half of agencies 
surveyed, cite this as proof 
for the need to raise pay,” 
Fellner continued. “This ap-
proach literally guarantees 
an upward cycle of rising pay, 
based solely on the banal ob-
servation that, by definition, 
half of the agencies surveyed 
must be below the so-called 
market midpoint.”

Mimi Willard, founder 
and president of the Coali-
tion of Sensible Taxpayers, 
said, “Our elected public of-
ficials are always telling us 
that pensions are completely 
out of their control. Well, ev-
ery time you do something 
like this it increases the pen-
sion burden.”

Additional pension costs 
will account for nearly 
$44,000 of the $220,000 in 
annual additional ongoing 
county costs that will result 
from the equity raises.

Responding to Fellner’s 
comments in an email, 
Hymel wrote, “We survey 
other public agencies of sim-
ilar size and scope because 
those are the agencies that 
we are competing with for 
talent.  During the last re-
cession, our department 
heads and our assistant de-
partment heads went sev-
eral years with no salary in-
creases.”

Hymel said because the 
salary increases won’t aver-
age more than 3 percent an-
nually they won’t add to the 
county’s unfunded pension 
liability. He said that is be-
cause the county’s pension 
board has already factored a 
3 percent annual increase in 
employee costs into its pro-
jections.

Defenders of government 
spending note that corpora-
tions reward their top man-
ager far more handsomely 
than the public sector. Jean-
Jacques Bienaime, CEO of 
the San Rafael-based Bio-
Marin pharmaceutical com-
pany, received a salary of 
$1.16 million in 2018, up 5 
percent from the previous 
year, and in 2017 Bienaime 
received an additional cash 
incentive of approximately 
$1.73 million.
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marking of natural gas 
distribution pipelines, and 
related requirements to 
timely and accurately in-
form construction person-
nel and private persons on 
the location of PG&E’s un-
derground pipes,” accord-
ing to the order that was 
filed by the PUC on Friday.

San Francisco-based 
PG&E is already a con-
victed felon for crimes it 
committed before and af-
ter the lethal explosion of 
natural gas in 2010 that de-
stroyed a quiet San Bruno 
neighborhood.

“What PG&E has been 
saying about improving its 
gas system and making it 
safe was just another PG&E 
lie,” said state Sen. Jerry 
Hill, whose district con-
tains parts of Santa Clara 
and San Mateo counties, 
including San Bruno.

The new PUC disclosures 
appear to be a serious set-
back for PG&E’s claims 
that it has been making 
steady progress under the 
leadership of CEO Geisha 
Williams to operate a safe 

and reliable gas system and 
dramatically improve its 
safety culture. PG&E has 
circulated numerous adver-
tisements to buttress those 
safety claims.

PG&E admitted on Fri-
day that its efforts related 
to gas safety were inade-
quate.

“We’re committed to ac-
curate and thorough re-
porting and record-keep-
ing,” PG&E spokesman 
Matt Nauman said Friday. 
“We didn’t live up to that 
commitment in this case.”

The utility claimed that 
it had already taken ac-
tion to remedy the short-
comings.

“Among those actions 
are: improvements to our 
system that tracks 811 tick-
ets, (digging related re-
ports) an upgraded review 
and audit protocol, hiring 
more employees and en-
hanced training for em-
ployees, to perform this 
work,” Nauman said.

In the wake of the le-
thal San Bruno blast, fed-
eral investigators deter-
mined the disaster was 
caused by PG&E’s shoddy 
maintenance and flawed 
record keeping, along with 
the PUC’s lazy oversight of 

PG&E.
“We are aware of and co-

operating with the PUC’s 
investigation,” Nauman 
said.

Hill recalled that hear-
ings leading up to passage 
of a pipeline excavation 
safety bill he authored, in-
cluding witness accounts 
that PG&E efforts to accu-
rately mark gas pipelines 
were riddled with flaws 
and falsehoods.

“The witnesses said 
PG&E falsified records, 
they did not accurately 
mark where the gas pipes 
were supposed to be, and 
PG&E would come back 
and cover up the mistakes 
afterwards,” Hill said.

The state PUC proceed-
ing will require the util-
ity to prove why the reg-
ulatory agency should not 
certify a report from the 
PUC’s Safety and Enforce-
ment Division and impose 
penalties and take other 
measures against PG&E, 
depending on the finding 
of violations. The proceed-
ing will be akin to a court 
hearing.

“These findings are an-
other example of why we 
are investigating PG&E’s 
safety culture,” Picker said.

The disclosures about 
PG&E’s potential safety 
failures connected to its 
aging and creaky gas 
pipeline system come at 
a time when pressure has 
mounted on the company 
in connection with an ar-
ray of lethal infernos that 
scorched the North Bay 
Wine Country in October 
2017 and a fatal blaze that 
tore through Butte County 
and essentially destroyed 
the town of Paradise in No-
vember.

“Our upcoming consid-
eration of measures that 
address systemic safety is-
sues at PG&E will deter-
mine the best path forward 
for Northern Californians 
to receive safe electrical 
and natural gas service in 
the future,” Picker said.

The PUC review of the 
company’s safety culture 
could include recommen-
dations to break the com-
pany into at least two seg-
ments, one for gas oper-
ations and another for 
electricity operations.

“The state of California 
should look at taking over 
PG&E,” Hill said. “We are 
lucky we have not had even 
more tragedies because of 
PG&E.”

PG&E
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Eighth-grader Josue Mena does homework on a laptop 
loaned by the Canal Alliance during the nonprofit’s after 
school program in San Rafael on Wednesday. 

1791
The Bill of Rights, the 
first ten amendments 
to the U.S. Constitu-
tion, went into effect 
following ratification by 
Virginia.

1890
Sioux Indian Chief Sit-
ting Bull and 11 other 
tribe members were 
killed in Grand River, 
South Dakota, during 
a confrontation with 
Indian police.

1960
Teflon-coated skillets 
first went on sale, at 
Macy’s flagship store in 
New York City.

1965
Two U.S. manned 
spacecraft, Gemini 6A 
and Gemini 7, maneu-
vered toward each other 
while in orbit, at one 
point coming as close as 
one foot.

1995
European Union lead-
ers meeting in Madrid, 
Spain, chose “euro” as 
the name of the new 
single European cur-
rency.

2000
The long-troubled 
Chernobyl nuclear power 
plant in Ukraine was 
closed for good.

2013
Nelson Mandela was laid 
to rest in his childhood 
hometown, ending a 
10-day mourning period 
for South Africa’s first 
black president. 

Birthdays
Actor-comedian Tim 
Conway is 85. Rock mu-
sician Paul Simonon is 
63. Movie director John 
Lee Hancock is 62. Ac-
tor Stuart Townsend is 
46. Figure skater Surya 
Bonaly is 45. 

TODAY IN HISTORY

WINNING NUMBERS
Daily 3 Afternoon: 
8, 4, 7
Daily 3 Evening:  
4, 7, 2
Daily 4: 2, 8, 4, 9
Fantasy 5: 
1, 18, 22, 35, 36
Daily Derby
1st: 12, Lucky Charms
2nd: 11, Money Bags
3rd: 5, California  
Classic
Race Time: 1:40.64

SUPER LOTTO PLUS
Wednesday’s drawing: 
6, 11, 15, 35, 42
Mega Number: 16
Today’s estimated 
jackpot: $31 million

MEGA MILLIONS
Friday’s drawing: 
5, 22, 26, 43, 49
Mega Number: 23
Friday’s estimated 
jackpot: $262 million

POWERBALL
Wednesday’s drawing: 
4, 9, 21, 29, 64
Powerball: 26
Today’s estimated  
jackpot: $246 million

LOTTERY

Kanye accuses 
Drake of threatening  
him and his family 
Kanye West uncorked 
his thoughts about 
Drake through a tweet 
storm that led to full-
blown feud, charges 
from Kanye that Drake 
had threatened his 
family.
Kanye’s wife, Kim 
Kardashian West, also 
weighed in, calling out 
the Canadian performer 
for perceived threats to 
her, West and their three 
kids.
Kanye also believes that 
Drake was responsible 
for a riot at a Pusha T 
concert that led to some 
audience members be-
ing taken to a hospital. 
Drake is yet to respond 
to Kanye’s accusations.
— Cicero Estrella, Bay Area 
News Group

Star report
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