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 Conejo Valley Unifi ed students 
will return from summer break to 
fi nd their campuses spruced up 
following a spate of bond-funded 
construction. 
 Crews completed 41 projects at 
more than 20 schools this summer. 
The improvements were courtesy 
of Measure I, a $197-million bond 
voters approved in 2014.
 Changes included a nearly 
$8-million upgrade to Thousand 
Oaks High School’s air condition-
ing and electrical systems. Conejo 

Elementary got new playground 
equipment for $350,000, and Aca-
cia Elementary received $492,000 
worth of landscaping.

 Tim McCabe, the director of 
planning and construction for the 
Conejo Valley Unified School 
District, said his department 

completed more projects over the 
summer than it would normally 
fi nish during an entire school year. 
 He said the district spent the 
past few years developing plans 
on how to use Measure I funds to 
update each of the district’s cam-
puses, some of which are over 50 
years old. 
 McCabe said the district’s 
master plan was fi nalized last year, 
so the planning department had a 
list of projects ready to roll when 
school let out in June. 
 “It’s been an undeniably busy 
summer,” he said. 

By Becca Whitnall
becca@theacorn.com

 If Ventura County newcomer Ronda Baldwin-Ken-
nedy hopes to fl ip Assembly District 44 red after four 
years of Democratic control, she’ll 
need to overcome a massive defi cit 
in campaign funding.
 The latest records available 
on the secretary of state’s website 
show the Republican attorney raised 
around $7,910 between the start of 
her campaign and June 30, plus 
another $23,000 in July, for a total 
of just under $31,000.
 Her opponent, incumbent Jacqui 
Irwin, brought in close to 14 times that much—or 
$410,000—during the same time frame, her fi lings show.
 As of Aug. 1, the second-term 
Democrat showed $865,513 cash 
in hand after total expenditures of 
$122,441; the challenger had $4,358 
after spending $3,871, though that 
figure doesn’t include what she 
raised in July.
 Baldwin-Kennedy, who moved 
to Oak Park earlier this year and 
has a law offi ce in Ventura, told the 

Part one of a three-part series
By Thomas McMahon

Special to the Acorn

uzanne Huberth was 9 years old when the two men in 
blue military uniforms came knocking at her family’s 
home in Thousand Oaks.

 It was the start of summer 1970, and her brother, Eric, an 
Air Force fi ghter pilot, had only recently left for Vietnam. 
Suzanne, a latchkey kid, was home alone after school.
 “I knew something was wrong,” Suzanne recalls. 
 The young girl let the men into the entryway and called 
her mother, Jeanne, at her job at Capitol Records’ mail-order 
facility in Newbury Park. Jeanne’s boss drove her home. A 
family friend picked up Suzanne’s sister Lorraine at Thousand 
Oaks High School.
 Upon Jeanne’s arrival, the two Air Force messengers 
delivered devastating news: Eric’s jet had been shot down 
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Wild ride
Check out our 
coverage of this year’s 
Ventura County Fair                
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 Assembly race frontrunner 
dominates early fundraising 
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‘I KNEW SOMETHING WAS WRONG’—Suzanne Huberth talks 
about her brother, Eric, during an interview with the Acorn. 
In the foreground, the � ag given to the family at his funeral.

Nearly 50 years after their brother’s 
jet was shot down over Cambodia, 
three T.O. sisters haven’t stopped 

searching for answers
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BIG BROTHER—Eric Huberth holds Suzanne at Leo 
Carrillo beach in the late 1960s. When their father 
and mother split, Eric’s four sisters relied heavily on 
their older brother. “Eric stepped in,” sister Lorraine 
says. “He was always there for us girls.” 
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HOT JOB—Savino Cavrera with Letner Roo� ng Co. installs sheet metal 
panels on the roof of Sequoia Middle School on Aug. 4. CVUSD spent 
$13.5 million this summer on campus improvements.

Bond projects going full bore
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Gang members 
suspected of home 
invasion in Lynn Ranch 
 A trio of Bakersfi eld gang members are facing time in 
Ventura County jail after they tried to burglarize a local 
home while the homeowner was present, police said. 
 Shortly after 9 a.m. Aug. 1, a woman called police 
to say two men had broken into her home on Calle 
Mandarinas in Lynn Ranch and made off with several 
items, driving away in a gray Infi nity, according to a 
police report.
 TOPD Detective Tim Lohman said the crew had 
been going around the neighborhood knocking on 
doors and kicking in the door when no one answered. 
 “It’s terrifying all the way around,” he said. 
 While deputies were searching the area for a 

‘It’s been 
an undeniably 
busy summer.’ 

— Tim McCabe
CVUSD director of construction


