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BEHIND ENEMY LINES—An illustration showing a rough location of 
where Capt. Eric Huberth’s and Capt. Alan Trent’s plane was a shot down 
in May 1970. The rugged area is at the meeting point of three nations: 
Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam. Although not technically at war with 
Cambodia and Laos, the U.S. conducted thousands of bombing runs in 
the countries to disrupt the Ho Chi Minh Trail, a North Vietnamese supply 
line running through all three nations.

Finding Eric
From Page 1 —

that an ensuing rescue mission had 
been turned away by enemy fire.
 After an initial flood of vague 
telegrams, communications from 
the government were sparse, said 
Lorraine Larsen, one of Eric’s 
three surviv-
i ng  s i s t e r s . 
Letters would 
come months, 
or even years, 
apart, most re-
hashing what 
they already 
knew. There 
was no sign of 
him.
 “It took a lot of joy out of our 
lives,” Lorraine said.
 The youngest sister, Suzanne 
Huberth, who was 9 when Eric’s 
jet was shot down, missed going 
to the beach and camping with 
her big brother, who had helped 
support his mother and his sisters 
after their parents divorced. 
 “My sense of security, of being 
a family, that was over, because he 

wasn’t there,” Suzanne said. “Eric 
was like a surrogate father.” 
 In response to the news of the 
pilot’s crash, Thousand Oaks resi-
dents young and old donned POW/
MIA bracelets bearing Eric’s 
name. The local paper, the News 
Chronicle, ran a series of stories. 

‘Nothing to report’
 Eventually the attention faded.
 After America withdrew from 

the war in 1973, 
Jeanne Huberth, 
Eric’s  mother, 
traveled to Wash-
ington, D.C., for 
the annual meet-
ing of the National 
League of POW/
MIA Families, 
a nonprofit that 

works to account 
for the missing and repatriate the 
remains of those who died in the 
Vietnam War. 
 At the meetings, the military 
would provide briefings for the 
families, but these, too, were short 
on new details on Eric’s case. Ac-
cording to Lorraine and Suzanne, 
their mother didn’t push military 
officials to do more.
 “My mom was of the genera-
tion that believed you do not ques-
tion authority,”Suzanne said. 
 But the Huberth family has 
long been frustrated by what 
they see as an inadequate effort 
by the U.S. government to bring 
Eric home. Suzanne wonders if 
President Richard Nixon and Sec-
retary of State Henry Kissinger 
could have done more at the war’s 
conclusion.
 Years of political turmoil in 
Cambodia in the years to follow 
certainly didn’t help. The 1970s 
and ’80s were marred by the Cam-
bodian Civil War, the bloody rule 
of the Khmer Rouge regime and 
the Cambodian-Vietnamese War.
 Finally, in the early 1990s, U.S. 
military recovery teams received 
permission to search the area 
where the jet flown by Huberth 
and Capt. Alan Trent crashed.
 Lorraine said that excavation 
attempts were made in 1993, ’94 
and ’95. 
 The searchers found debris that 
matched the pilots’ F-4D Phantom 
but nothing that could be consid-
ered personal effects or remains.
 “It was extremely disappoint-
ing,” Suzanne said. 

‘It took a lot of joy 
out of our lives.’ 

— Lorraine Larsen
on her brother, Eric, being missing

Donald Hannoun, M.D. • Maria C.B. de Leon, M.D. • City of Hope’s pioneering 

cancer research and world-class care are available close to home. We are committed 

to providing patients with coordinated, community-based cancer care, along with 

access to our expert clinicians and leading-edge cancer research and clinical trials. 

City of Hope offers many innovative treatment options, including robotic surgeries, 

for myriad cancers. Plus, our community locations accept a wide variety of insurance 

plans. To make an appointment or find out more, visit CityofHope.org/locations
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WHEN CANCER HITS HOME

YOU SHOULDN’T HAVE TO GO FAR

FOR WORLD-CLASS EXPERTISE
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