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traveled to Cambodia in February 
last year. For this trip, the group 
was transported by helicopter to 
the crash area. There, they spent 
six weeks painstakingly combing 
the hillside, looking for anything 
that would suggest Huberth and 
Trent escaped the crash alive.
 “They go down 12 inches 
into the ground and check every-
thing,” Shorten said. “In the six 
weeks we were there, we fi nished 
six 20-by-20-(foot) squares.”
 This time, the team uncovered 
items more closely connected to 
at least one of the pilots, including 
vest fragments and ammunition 
from a pistol.
 After that encouraging effort, 
another excavation was planned 
for January 2018, but the Cambo-
dian government canceled it for 
political reasons, Shorten said. 
Even so, he’s optimistic they’ll 
get approval to go back in January 
2019—and that the next excava-
tion will yield even better results.
 “There’s a good chance to fi nd 
the remains of at least one of them 
and hopefully both of them,” he 
said. 

‘No man left behind’
 Back in Thousand Oaks, Eric’s 
sisters are also eager for the next 
excavation, but they’re less hope-
ful about their brother’s remains 
being found. 
 Based on what they’ve learned 
about the crash, they’ve come to 
believe the personal items found 
belonged to Capt. Trent. 
 Lorraine Huberth Larsen said 
they’ve been told that someone 
saw an infl ated life raft on one 

of the impact hills, which leads 
her to believe that their brother 
ejected from the jet and was cap-
tured by the enemy. The life raft 
would have been attached to any 
pilot who ejected from the aircraft 
before its crash landing.
 “I think Eric was taken some-
where else,” Lorraine said. “I 
don’t think we’re going to ever 
get his remains.”
 “But if we can get Alan Trent 
back, the pilot, that’s something,” 
Suzanne said.
 The district staff of U.S. Rep. 
Julia Brownley (D-Thousand 
Oaks) has aided the women in 
their search, including fi ling a 
congressional inquiry. 
 Reached for comment, Brown-
ley said, “Capt. Huberth is an 
American hero, and my heart 
breaks for his family. I cannot 
even begin to fathom the pain 
they continue to experience after 
nearly 50 years without a resolu-
tion to this case. 
 “As the sister and daughter of 
former U.S. service members, I 
understand fi rsthand that fami-
lies serve alongside their loved 
ones, and we owe them our ut-
most support. . . . I will continue 
to do everything I can to help 
bring a resolution and closure to 
this harrowing experience. Capt. 
Huberth and his family deserve 
nothing less.”
 For Eric’s sisters, part of their 
motivation for seeing this through 
has been to make sure the U.S. 
stays true to the military motto 
“No man left behind”—for their 
brother, for his fellow veterans 

KEEPING HIS MEMORY ALIVE—Sisters Lorraine Larsen, Suzanne Huberth and Diane D’Andrea get together 
at the memorial created for their brother, Capt. Eric Huberth, on the grounds of the Thousand Oaks Civic 
Arts Plaza. Huberth was shot down over Cambodia during the Vietnam War.
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FOREVER BONDED—James Shorten with Eric Huberth’s three 
surviving sisters, from left, Suzanne, Lorraine and Diane. The retired 
Green Beret has made it his life’s work to try to � nd closure for the 
family, who have always been left to wonder whether Eric survived 
the crash.

and for future generations.
 “I have seven grandkids,” 
Lorraine said. “I don’t want any 
of them to be put into harm’s way. 
But if they are, I want the govern-
ment to feel responsible to bring 
them home.”
 Although Eric Huberth still 
hasn’t been brought home, his 
memory has been kept alive in 
Thousand Oaks. The local Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars post bears 
his name, and a tree sculpture in 

front of City Hall is dedicated 
to Huberth and other MIAs and 
POWs. 
 For the Huberth sisters, the 
memorial is a touching tribute 
to their brother, a place to take 
flowers and feel close to him, 

and a reminder of how the city 
has supported their family in the 
decades since Eric shipped off to 
war.
 “He was a hometown boy,” 
Suzanne said, “and look at what 
they’ve done to remember him.”
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 A free college planning 
workshop offers insider 
s e c r e t s  t o  p a r e n t s  o f  
college bound high school  
students during the month 
of September in Camarillo, 
Thousand Oaks, Simi Valley 
and Oak Park. Families from 
Camarillo, Ventura and other 
areas are encouraged to attend.
 The workshops will focus on 
how to get maximum aid from 
both Federal and Institutional 
resources. Regardless of your 
income, assets or equity, these 
workshops will show you how 
to double or even triple your 

Do you have a student going to College?
Free Grant Money—Don’t Miss Out!

eligibility for free grant money, 
how to get a private education for 
the cost of a state school, teach 
you how to avoid 90% of the 
mistakes most parents make, and 
learn what the admissions office 
doesn’t want you to know!!!
 The workshop dates are 
Monday, September 10th at 
the Camarillo Library from 
6:30-8:00pm; Thursday, 
September 13th at the Thousand 
Oaks Library from 6:30-
8:00pm; Saturday, September 
15th at the Simi Valley Senior 
Center from 10:00-11:45am 
and Wednesday, September 

19th at the Oak Park Library 
from 6:30-7:45pm. The class 
is being taught by a local 
Pepperdine Graduate.
 The workshop is free, but 
reservations are required. 
To reserve your seat go to 
www.123ncp.com. If you 
don’t have internet, call 805-
230-2777. Our workshops fill 
up fast, so don’t be left out! 
Call now while it’s fresh in 
your mind. Don’t miss out 
on getting all the money your 
family is entitled to. Seating 
is limited, call before all the 
financial aid is gone.
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