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BY AMY GITTELSOHN
THE TRINITY JOURNAL


Volunteers helping with the Point-In-Time Homeless Count at 
the end of January said there were all kinds of circumstances 
that lead to people being homeless in Trinity County.


Some were passing through town and got stuck here — they 
ran out of money, or their car broke down, or some other com-
plication changed their plans, said Judy Walkner, who assisted 
with the survey of homeless people who came to the Trinity Food 
Cupboard at the Trinity Congregational Church in Weaverville. A 
free breakfast provided with community donations was also held 
at the church in conjunction with the count.


Others “due to a variety of circumstances find themselves not 
able to afford housing,” Walkner said. “They couch surf, stay in 
friends’ garages. It’s stressful because every day they have to 
make a new plan.”


Walkner found that the box that got checked the most on the 


BY AMY GITTELSOHN
THE TRINITY JOURNAL


The results of the Feb. 1 snow survey in 
Trinity County are in, showing the snow-
pack for the Trinity River Basin to be at 
only about 22 percent of average for this 
time of year.


The “Feb. 1” surveys are done over about 
a week’s time at the end of January and 
beginning of February.


“Pretty sparse up there,” said Josh Smith 
from the Watershed Research and Train-
ing Center, who coordinates the surveys in 
the Trinity Alps Wilderness.


At the Deadfall Lakes at 7,200 feet in 
northeast Trinity County, 15.5 inches of 
snow was measured with water content of 
4 inches.


At Red Rock Mountain in the Trinity 
Alps Wilderness at 6,700 feet, 39.5 inches 
of snow was measured with water content 
of 8 inches. The measurements are higher 
than the other Alps sites because they 
were done a few days earlier before the 
snow warmed and settled.


At Bear Basin at 6,500 feet in the Trinity 
Alps Wilderness, 18 inches of snow was 
measured, water content 3.5 inches.


At Shimmy Lake at 6,400 feet in the 
Trinity Alps Wilderness, 16 inches of snow 


was measured with a water content of 5 
inches.


At the Highland Lakes northeast of 
Trinity Lake at 6,030 feet, 12.5 inches of 
snow was measured with water content of 
4 inches.


At Big Flat at 5,100 feet in northern Trin-
ity County, 9.5 inches of snow was mea-
sured with water content of 2.5 inches.


Altogether, the basin average was at 
22 percent for this time of year. This is 
similar to the situation statewide, with 
combined snow courses coming in at 24 
percent of the Feb. 1 average.


Reverse-911 
hits snag 


during 
incident


BY AMY GITTELSOHN
THE TRINITY JOURNAL


Last week as a police helicopter flew 
over Douglas City, law enforcement K-9s 
were called for and deputies converged 
on the area, people wondered what was 
going on.


It turned out officers were looking for 
a wanted man who fled a vehicle stop on 
Highway 299 in Douglas City (See article 
page 2). The man had gone to a home on 
Vitzthum Gulch Road, and the occupants 
called the Sheriff’s Office at 12:06 p.m. 
A deputy could be heard over the radio 
requesting a reverse 911 to alert residents 
in the area.


It’s unclear if that alert ever went out. 
Sheriff’s call logs paint a worrisome 


picture that suggests the transfer of 
state Office of Emergency Services from 
the Trinity County Sheriff’s Office to the 
Health and Human Services Department 
could have affected the effort. 


“RP (Reporting Party) reports that (re-
dacted name) has shown up on his prop-
erty asking for refuge from law enforce-
ment,” according to the call log entry by 
the Sheriff’s Office dispatcher.


“S3 requested reverse 911 for area of 
(redacted) and other surrounding area.”


“Dispatch attempted to contact HHS 
(Health and Human Services) to request 
reverse 911. No answer.”


“Contacted HHS finance gave number of 
(redacted) for OES. No answer.”


Seeing this, the Journal contacted the 
new OES manager, Edward Prestley, and 
the Trinity County Sheriff’s Office. Prest-
ley deferred any comment until meeting 
with the Sheriff’s Office. Following that 
meeting on Friday, the Sheriff’s Office 
issued a news release that indicated this 
particular issue had been resolved but 
didn’t answer the question as to whether 
the requested notification was made to the 
public.


The news release states that what the 
deputy had requested was a “public noti-
fication” to residences in the area “letting 
the public know what was going on, as to 
not incite panic or fear from the increased 
presence of Law Enforcement.”


“Dispatch activated their public notifica-
tion protocol, it was immediately recog-
nized the public notification protocol did 
not reflect the change of OES responsibil-
ity, as this notification was informational 
only not emergency related,” the news 
release states.


It was noted that the OES responsibility 
transferred from the Sheriff’s Office to 
Health and Human Services in August 
2017. 


“Since then,” the press release states, 


Man found dead in Trinity Pines 
is homicide victim


The Trinity County Sheriff’s Office is investigating the 
homicide of a man found deceased on Post Mountain Road 
on Thursday, Feb. 1.


The victim has been identified as Robert Erik Garcia, 40, 
from the Eureka area. His family has been notified, the 
Trinity County Sheriff’s Office said in a news release.


At approximately 10:30 a.m. Feb. 1 the Trinity County 
Sheriff’s Dispatch center received a call that a person had 
been seen on the embankment of the road, possibly de-
ceased. Deputies responded and found the body.


Garcia had been released from the Humboldt County 
Jail Jan. 18, and had been traveling in the Eureka area as a 
transient. It is unknown what his connection to the Trinity 
Pines area or Trinity County was, the Sheriff’s Office said.


An autopsy was held Feb. 6, and the cause of death was 
ruled homicide. He died of a gunshot wound.


This homicide is under investigation, and those with any 
information regarding Garcia are asked to contact the Trini-
ty County Sheriff’s Office at 623-2611.


‘Sparse’ snowpack


BEN LETTON | SPECIAL TO THE TRINITY JOURNAL
Michael Novak collects snow samples at Bear Basin.


First Trinity snow survey comes up only 22 percent of average


AMY GITTELSOHN | THE TRINITY JOURNAL
That’s about the size of it. Our “snowman survey” 
confirmed that the snowpack is indeed skimpy 
out there. Here we have Vanessa Davis, of Hum-
boldt County, with her mini-creation about five 
miles up Weaver Bally Road.


JOSH SMITH | SPECIAL TO THE TRINITY JOURNAL
Marshmallow pillows on Swift Creek near Parker Mead-
ows on Friday Jan 26th… before the big warm weather 
arrival.


Homeless: ‘Every day they have to make a new plan’


AMY GITTELSOHN | THE TRINITY JOURNAL
A child enjoys meeting a new friend during breakfast.
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Trinity Alps school 
district weighs 
bond measure


BY SALLY MORRIS
THE TRINITY JOURNAL


The Trinity Alps Unified School District Board of 
Trustees is weighing the possibility of placing a gen-
eral obligation bond measure on the November ballot 
this year. Its purpose would be to generate funds for 
facility upgrades at Trinity High School based on some 
generally positive indicators in a random phone survey 
conducted last fall.


The district hired Isom Advisors, a Division of 
Urban Futures, Inc. based in Walnut Creek to conduct 
the survey last October to assess voter support for a 
proposed bond measure. The survey tested voter atti-
tudes regarding the district, projects to be funded by 
the proposed measure and tax tolerances.


Contact was made with 225 households, represent-
ing 17 percent of district voters with a working phone. 
The survey concluded that a majority of voters are 
satisfied with the quality of education in the district, 
think it is heading in the right direction, and poten-
tially support a bond measure to make new funding 
available for classroom and school facility improve-
ments. 


The only board decision made so far was to autho-
rize the survey, but additional decisions are pending 
on next steps, beginning with a contract to structure 
the proposed bond measure.


The survey pitched issuance of a $17.5 million bond 
measure, subject to an independent citizens’ oversight 
committee to ensure that no money would be used for 
administrative salaries. A final amount hasn’t been 
determined yet.


Potential projects include health, safety and secu-
rity improvements; modernization, construction and 
renovation of classrooms, restrooms and other school 
facilities; improvements in student access to comput-
ers and modern technology; and upgrades to athletic 
fields and facilities for school and community use.


“Our focus would be to construct a state of the art 
science lab, meet all IT needs and accessibility require-
ments. There are broad areas of things we’d like to 
do. People want to see academic functions and educa-
tional areas addressed more than athletic facilities. It 
would all be defined in the process,” said District Supt. 
Tom Barnett. 


Most of the proposed projects tested in the survey 
received 55 percent approval or greater, but not land-
scaping or upgraded outdoor learning/eating areas 
that only received 39 percent approval. Support went 
down the higher the proposed tax rate went. The pro-
posed measure could cost property owners $45, $50 or 
$60 per $100,000 of assessed property valuation per 
year. 


The survey concluded that support of 56.9 percent 
is above a 55 percent voter approval threshold deemed 
feasible, so the firm’s recommendation to the district 
was to continue to reach out and educate the commu-
nity as it plans to place a bond measure on the Novem-
ber 2018 ballot.


Barnett said that might be a decision for the board’s 
Feb. 14 meeting. 


“the Sheriff’s Office and HHS has worked diligently to 
make the transition as smooth as possible. The transi-
tion process is still in progress as the OES division is 
extensive and complex.”


The protocol for who is responsible for public notifi-
cations when the notification is not for an emergency 
incident hadn’t been established, according to the 
news release. It has been now.


“OES will continue public notifications as it pertains 
to critical incidents and emergency related incidents. 
The Sheriff’s Office communications center will be as-
sisting OES with these notifications as well as specific 
Law Enforcement related public notifications.”


The Sheriff’s Office expressed appreciation to Health 
and Human Services for its work to minimize the 
impact to the two departments and also thanked the 
emergency manager (Prestley) “for his immediate 
attention to this incident and his desire to mitigate any 
bumps in the transition endeavor.”


Prestley said he didn’t know if the public notification 
went out on the 30th, but the Sheriff’s Office wouldn’t 
need to contact him to do so. 


“A situation outside the ability of the county to take 
care of, they contact me and I get involved,” he said.


The call apparently came into the OES office when he 
was at lunch, and no message was left, he said. Prestley 
said he’s made sure dispatch has his cell phone number.  


survey was for Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder. “Either 
that put them into their homeless situation or it’s come as 
a result of being homeless.”


Many volunteers assisted with the survey coordinated 
by the Trinity County Affordable Housing Committee and 
conducted in communities around the county from Jan. 
24 to 30. Volunteers checked wooded and brushy areas, 
under bridges and went to food distribution sites during 
the count which went on for seven days.


In all, 55 surveys were turned in to the Human Re-
sponse Network, representing 83 adults and 17 children. 


This is about half the number of surveys that came back 
last year, said HRN Executive Director Caedy Minoletti.


She doubts that means fewer homeless people but 
figures they were holed up due to the weather. Outreach 
teams didn’t find many folks in the camp areas, she said.


“I would definitely say weather-related since it was 
snowing during the count,” Minoletti said. “Since we don’t 
have a homeless shelter like other communities, having 
the count in the winter is not as successful.”


“HRN sees numerous individuals each year, usually 
over 300, who come in and present as homeless,” Mino-
letti said, adding that there are stories of living in tents 
and broken-down trailers with no electricity or water, or 
in vehicles. 


The point-in-time surveys are required to be held in the 
winter for areas to qualify for U.S. Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development funding.  


The Affordable Housing Committee meets monthly to 
discuss topics such as how to bring a homeless shelter to 
Trinity County, Minoletti said. Gathering data is the first 
step to getting funding to provide more.


There are also separate community efforts. Let Go and 
Soar Ministries is a local nonprofit spearheading the 
startup of a Hope House homeless shelter based in Weav-
erville. Funding is sought for this project which will start 
out small with about 10 beds. An account has been set up 
at Umpqua Bank.


During the homeless count, volunteers also handed out 
“goodie bags” with toiletries, snacks, and information on 
services available.


Separate from this survey, a few people who received 
food at the church spoke to the Journal about their cir-
cumstances.


One woman who said she’d grown up in Trinity County 
and had been homeless for under a year. She was con-
fused as to how this came to pass.


“I don’t know,” she said. “I can’t put my finger on it.”
She said she and her adult son lived at the park over the 


summer and for the moment she is staying with friends, 
although “I don’t know how long that’s going to last.”


She has two teenage daughters and had been living with 
them and their father when “things got a little crazy.”


Confusion turned to tears.
“I’m kind of ashamed of being homeless because I’ve 


got kids,” she said. “They probably think I’m worthless … 
I just can’t seem to get ahead.”


A young couple with two little children lingered over 


AMY GITTELSOHN | THE TRINITY JOURNAL
Volunteers Ranee Kletchka and Debbie McKay assist a woman in getting items from the Trinity Food Cupboard Jan. 24.


LOCAL ATTEMPT TO CREATE HOMELESS SHELTER 
Ministry seeks assistance, donations to fund project, page 13


the remnants of their breakfast. From out of state, family 
issues had caused them to leave their home, she said. 
They’d heard California might be a good place to live but 
hadn’t planned on Trinity County. “Broke down in Weav-
erville and been here ever since,” she said. “We’ve been 
here about a month and a half now.”


“We slept in the van for a while,” she said, but at this 
point, with assistance, they have a motel room.


They’re grateful for the help they’ve received, she said, 
and their plans are to “get a job and get a place to live 
and get stable again.”


Homeless and low-income assistance
Trinity County Health and Human Services
51 Industrial Park Way in Weaverville
623-1265
Administers a variety of programs, including the Cal-


WORKs public assistance program that provides cash aid 
and services to eligible families that have children in the 
home.


Human Response Network
Weaverville Office: 623-2024, 111 Mountain View St., 


Monday-Thursday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday 8 a.m.to 4 p.m.
Hayfork Office: 628-4565, Hayfork Community Center 


on Tule Creek Road, Monday & Wednesday 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. 


Housing Programs (Contingent upon funding/ 
donations):


Eviction prevention. 
Utility shut-off prevention. 
Motel vouchers (currently not available).
Rental assistance. 
Emergency trailers.
Transitional housing units. 
Transportation vouchers.
Clothing vouchers.
Emergency food pantry. 
Assistance with paperwork (Disability, Social Security, etc.)
Use of phone and computer/internet at HRN office.
Referrals to other services.
*Many programs require individuals and families to 


income qualify and some require participation in case 
management and educational classes.     


Food Banks and Cupboards
Free food distribution at sites around the county. Dates 


and places are listed in the Trinity Journal’s Community 
Calendar each week.


Trinity County Behavioral Health
1450 Main St., Weaverville
623-1362
Offers mental health and drug and alcohol counsel-


ing to people interested in recovery who are eligible for 
Medi-Cal.





