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Chance of rain today, then sunny
Chance of showers tonight, then mostly sunny into next week. 
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     — Page 2


Classifieds .............. 13-16
Club Calendar .............. 10
Columnists ............. 11-12
Life ....................................9


Opinion ............................4
Outdoors ...................... 6-7
Real Estate .................. 16 


Sheriff’s Report ..............2
Sports........................... 6-7
Weather ...........................2


HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS RDP.: 
Hayfork boys move to 3-0 in league; 
tournaments this weekend. 6


The TriniTy Journal
Wednesday, December 26,  2018  Trinity County’s newspaper since 1856 Weaverville, Calif. | 93 cents plus tax ($1)


NEAR YEAR’S EVE EVENTS:  
A what’s happening list of fun,  
frivolity leading to the new year. 9


See GRADING, page 5


Trinity Journal holiday  
delivery, deadlines


Because the New Year’s Day holiday 
occurs on Tuesday this year, Trinity Jour-
nal readers will be receiving their Jan. 2 
papers later than normal. Our printer is 
taking the New Year’s Day holiday off to 
allow workers to spend time with their 
families, so the Journal will be printed 
Wednesday morning, arriving in Weaver-
ville sometime mid-Wednesday afternoon. 
Vendors and racks will be stocked with 
papers that afternoon, while those who 
get the paper via their post office box or at 
outlying vendors will likely see the paper 
on Thursday.


While the paper will be delivered later 
than normal, the paper will have early 
deadlines as it loses production days. All 
news items, columns and advertising are 
due by 5 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 27.


The Trinity Journal office will be closed 
Monday and Tuesday, Dec. 31-Jan. 1.


Grading  
moratorium 


fails
BY SALLY MORRIS
THE TRINITY JOURNAL


A proposed urgency ordinance creating 
a grading moratorium on private lands in 
Trinity County failed by one vote last week 
when the Trinity County Board of Supervi-
sors voted 3-2 in favor of the measure that 
required a four-fifths vote for passage.


Trinity County has never had a grading 
ordinance as several prior attempts have 
always failed. Though he wasn’t sure, 
Director of Transportation, Building and 
Planning Rick Tippett said he believes all 
57 other California counties do have some 
form of grading ordinance regulating 
earth-moving activities on private lands, 
and Trinity County is under pressure to 
create one as well.


He said in the past six months, the 
county has experienced an acceleration 
of large-scale grading projects associat-
ed with cannabis cultivation, including 
a particularly egregious one in Lewiston 
“that created 90 feet deep of fill, a three-
acre pond and graded out six acres of 
land. We’ve had a lot of pressure from 
California Fish & Wildlife, the State Water 
Board and several public groups who want 
more of a process for large-scale grading, 
so we developed this urgency ordinance 
to require a permit prior to commencing 
the work.”


Tippett said the proposed urgency 
ordinance was intended to halt the small 
percentage of large-scale grading projects 
in the county until a long-term, compre-
hensive grading ordinance can be devel-
oped. It included several exemptions for 
more routine activities including county 
projects, utility projects, other projects 
covered by an approved Planning Direc-
tor’s use permit, mining projects, fire 
breaks, existing private road maintenance 
and some agricultural projects if disturb-
ing less than a half acre of land less than 
two feet deep.


 If approved by a four-fifths vote of 
the board, the urgency ordinance would 
have become effective immediately for 45 
days. At that time, it would either termi-
nate automatically or be extended for 10 
months and 15 days by another vote of the 
board, that could also vote to extend it for 
a year after that while working to create a 
permanent ordinance.


“Really, this is to catch the large grad-
ing projects that are significant, which is 
a small number of four or five percent, 
but the theme is to get them permitted so 
folks can continue the work, but so that 
the county knows about it and there’s a 
public process for approval. We’re trying 
to eliminate the threat to public health 
and damage to waterways and utilities,” 
Tippett said.


It was a tough sell. Sup. John Fenley ar-
gued there are other avenues of enforce-
ment already available through the state 


BY AMY GITTELSOHN
THE TRINITY JOURNAL


Time doesn’t heal all wounds.
For the families of missing people, the time pass-


ing by without answers is agonizing.
“The security we used to feel living in a small 


town has been ripped away,” said Nicole Santos, 
daughter of Stacey Smart who has been missing 
from Lewiston for more than two years.


The pain is felt every day by herself and her little 
sister and two brothers, Santos said.


“There are no words to explain the heartache 
when my 12-year-old sister asks if we will find her,” 
Santos said. “She has been asking this question 
since she was 10.”


She added that her grandmother, Stacey’s mother, 
prays for answers every day.


She pleaded that anyone with information as 
to what happened to her mother come forward. 
“Please give us closure and help end our suffering.”


From the Sheriff’s Office, Detective Josh Ford said 
the Stacey Smart investigation is one that he keeps 
on his desk at all times and many efforts have been 
made to locate Smart and bring closure to the fami-
ly, but so far they have fallen short.


The long wait for answers is also agonizing for 
the family of Roger Her, who went missing from 
Hayfork in early 2017 at age 28.


“It’s going on two years,” said his older sister, See 
Her of Sacramento.


“At this point there hasn’t been any resolution 
and it’s really hard for the family,” she said. 


She said the family knows that staffing at the 
Sheriff’s Office is low. But people have come for-
ward with information and she wonders, “are these 
accusations or comments being taken seriously?”


She said her brother Roger was kind and loving. 
“He would let himself starve before you starve.”


The disappearances of Stacey Smart and Roger 
Her are among several over the past few years that 
have not been solved.


This county’s population is small, so the number 
of persons who go missing each year is not large. 
However, Trinity County’s rate of missing person re-
ports is higher than the statewide rate. Surrounding 
counties also have high rates of reports.


For 2017, Trinity County law enforcement re-
ceived 53 missing persons reports for adults and 
children, according to online records kept by the 


Trinity’s Missing


CONTRIBUTED
The family of Stacey Smart, who went missing from the Lewiston area more than two years ago, has worked hard to keep the case in the 
public eye with candlelight vigils and other events.


Families, law enforcement seek 
headway on missing person cases


AMY GITTELSOHN | THE TRINITY JOURNAL
Nicole Santos watches balloons being released during a candlelight 
vigil held on her mother’s birthday in December 2016.


state Department of Justice. With an estimated pop-
ulation of 13,634 in that year, this translates into a 
rate of 389 reports per 100,000 residents. 


The statewide rate of missing person reports in 
2017 was lower than Trinity’s at 310 per 100,000. 
Humboldt County’s rate was higher than Trinity’s 
at 728 per 100,000, while Shasta County’s rate was 
lower than Trinity’s at 368 per 100,000. 


Sheriff’s logs over the years have shown that of-
ten the reports are of overdue hunters or hikers in 
the forested, mountainous county. Many reports are 
from family members of people who have traveled 


See MISSING, page 8
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MISSING: Families, law enforcement seek headway on missing persons cases
Continued from page 1


to the area to work in the 
marijuana industry, then 
fell out of contact. The 
majority of the reports of 
missing children are for 
runaways.


It should be noted 
that the vast majority of 
persons reported missing 
in Trinity County and 
throughout the state either 
return or are located.


That’s what the families 
of Stacey Smart and Roger 
Her and others hoped for, 
prayed for.


Trinity County Sheriff 
Tim Saxon, who took office 
in November, said these 
outstanding missing per-
sons cases do get worked 
on, but investigators run 
out of leads to follow and 
“unfortunately there’s just 
not enough time to devote 
to this specific need.”


Detectives get tied up 
working homicides and 
other types of in-depth 
investigations, he said.


Saxon hopes to hire one 
or two retired law enforce-
ment officers as part of 
a missing persons cold 
case unit to review current 
information and develop 
leads for further investiga-
tion.


“It’s important to me to 
bring some closure to the 
families and friends of the 
missing,” he said.


Trinity’s missing people
Information on the following missing persons was compiled from past Trinity Journal articles, interviews with some of the family members and 


information on the website of the state Department of Justice and from the Trinity County Sheriff’s Office. Investigation status on the Trinity cases 
were provided by Sheriff’s Detective Josh Ford and is summarized in italic. Unless otherwise noted, all of the cases are being handled by the Trinity 
County Sheriff’s Office, which can be reached at 623-2611. 


Dan Anh Nguyen and Tony Sysavanh
Last seen around May 16, 2017, Nguyen and Sysavanh went missing with Johnson 
Nguyen and Anesi Sauta. They had all traveled together from the Southern California 
area. Johnson Nguyen and Anesi Sauta were reported as missing with other agencies, 
respectively the Humboldt County Sheriff’s Office and Long Beach Police Depart-
ment. 


Status: Investigators treated the matter as a missing group of individu-
als. Numerous search warrants were executed and countless individuals 
interviewed. It was determined that the missing four were likely never in 
Trinity County, but rather in Butte County. Data from their cellular devices 
put them in this location and witnesses were located who had seen them 
in this location. They remain on Trinity County’s Missing Person Registry 
simply because they were reported missing here.


Arthur O’Keefe
Arthur O’Keefe, of Lewiston, was last 
heard from on Jan. 4, 2016. O’Keefe was 
76 at the time, with gray hair, hazel eyes, 
is 5 foot-10 and 180 pounds. Evidence 
including vehicle and wheelbarrow 
tracks on the property leads the family 
to believe O’Keefe did not leave of his 
own free will but was abducted. Further-
more, medications he took everywhere 
that he needed were left behind, and the 
vehicles were still on the property.   


Status: The investigation has led in 
one specific direction. The disap-
pearance of O’Keefe is believed to 
be suspicious. Numerous search 
warrants have been prepared and 
served, and countless individuals 
have been interviewed. It remains 
open. Several persons of interest 
have been identified. 


Thomas Pickle
Thomas Pickle of Burnt Ranch has been 
missing since July 23, 2009. He was 62.
Investigators became aware of the 
disappearance over a month later when 
his truck was found by the U.S. Forest 
Service Sept. 9, 2009, parked in a remote 
area on the Gasquet-Orleans Road near 
Orleans, southwest of Happy Camp. It had 
been there about 10 days. His wife had 
not reported him missing prior to being 
contacted about the truck and told investi-
gators that her husband left after receiving 
bad news in the mail. A search for Pickle 
was conducted in the remote area where 
his vehicle was found, but he was not 
located. The case was turned over to Del 
Norte County when it was determined that 
the vehicle was over the line in Del Norte. 
Del Norte County Sheriff’s Office: 707-
464-4191. The family has also suggested 
that any information be given to the Trinity 
County Sheriff’s Office, 623-2611.


Jennifer Wilmer
Jennifer “Jade” Wilmer of Hawkins Bar 
was reported missing Sept. 17, 1993. 
She was 21 at the time of her disap-
pearance.


Status: This individual had gone 
missing from the Hawkins Bar 
area. The investigation led to 
the identification of a person of 
interest; however, they committed 
suicide prior to contact by law 
enforcement.


Shannon House
Last seen on Oct. 11, 2015, Shannon 
House, of Kettenpom, disappeared at 
the age of 39. House had reportedly 
been acting confused and disoriented 
and walked away from his residence a 
few miles from the Mendocino County 
line the evening of Oct. 11 or morning of 
Oct. 12, 2015. He was reported missing 
Oct. 13 after family members were 
unable to find him.


Status: His disappearance was 
not deemed suspicious. Although 
several searches have been 
conducted, none have shown any 
information which have assisted 
in locating House. With that said, 
additional searches with out-of-
the-area search teams are in the 
works. 


Christopher J. McNeill
Christopher McNeill was last seen on 
in the summer of 2009. He was 19 and 
described as blond with blue eyes, 5 feet 
9 inches and 155 pounds.


Status: This individual had gone 
missing from the Hayfork and 
Hyampom area. A person of inter-
est was developed; however, all 
investigative leads had fallen short. 
The case remains open.


Billy Lee Maynard
Billy Lee Maynard was last seen Sept. 
11, 1987, in Weaverville. He was 26. He 
was described as white with brown hair 
and hazel eyes, 5 feet 8 inches and 155 
pounds. He has a tattoo of a monkey on 
his chest, “April” on the middle of his 
back and a large scar on his leg from an 
artificial knee.


Status: This individual had gone 
missing from the Weaverville area. 
The investigation had little suc-
cess, and no pertinent information 
pertaining to this disappearance 
has been developed.  


Roger Her
Roger Her, 28, was reported missing 
from the Hayfork area March 27, 2017. 
Her had not been seen or heard from 
since the day before. Her’s brother 
reported that when family came up to 
check on him they found the television 
had been left on and Her’s wallet was at 
the residence. Her is described as Asian, 
5-foot-7, 150 pounds, with brown eyes 
and black curly shoulder length hair. His 
family believes he was kidnapped.


Status: Numerous search warrants 
have been prepared and served, 
countless individuals interviewed, 
and the investigation remains 
active and open. 


Dustin Martin
Dustin Martin was last known to be 
camping in the Post Mountain area. He 
has been out of contact since July 20, 
2015. He was 44 at the time. A friend 
stopped by his campsite and found his 
dog running loose unattended, and his 
wallet and cellphone were in the tent. He 
has brown eyes, brown and gray hair, is 5 
foot-10 and 140 pounds.  


Status: The disappearance of 
Martin is believed to have been 
suspicious. The area in which 
Martin had disappeared from, 
shortly after his disappearance, 
was destroyed by the 2015 fires. 
Limited information was obtained 
from the scene prior to its destruc-
tion. Persons of interest have been 
identified. The case remains open 
and under investigation. 


Louie Taylor
Louie Taylor, 39, was reported missing 
by his sister on Aug. 29, 2008. Taylor 
had recently married and moved to the 
Zenia area from Garberville. His wife 
told investigators that the couple had an 
argument and Taylor walked away from 
the residence on Aug. 24. Taylor is de-
scribed as 5 feet 9 inches tall, weighing 
roughly 200 pounds. He has brown hair 
and brown eyes and many tattoos.


Status: This individual had gone 
missing from the Southern Trinity/
Humboldt County area. Throughout 
the investigation, two persons of 
interest were identified. All investi-
gative leads have fallen short. The 
case remains open.


Donna Fowler
There has been a confession in the case 
of 7-year-old Donna Lee Fowler, who 
disappeared from Weaverville on Nov. 
10, 1980. In 2008, Wayne Harvey Smith 
admitted to killing Donna as part of a 
plea agreement in another case. Smith 
had been in prison since 1985 and has 
been convicted of two other homicides. 
The Donna Fowler case is considered 
closed. Since her remains were not 
recovered she is still listed as missing.


Status: Although her remains were 
never located, a suspect was iden-
tified, and later admitted to having 
murdered Fowler. 


Steve Hixson
Hixson was last seen on March 1, 
2017, in Hayfork. On that date deputies 
responded to his residence after Hixson 
reported he’d been assaulted. Sheriff’s 
logs indicate that Hixson had contusions 
and reported at one point that he was 
assaulted with a baseball bat when he 
went into someone’s home, but later 
said he had fallen. An ambulance was 
called, but Hixson declined transport to 
the hospital.


Status: Hixson was known to 
frequently walk off and bicycle 
great distances. It is believed that 
Hixson may have wandered off into 
the wilderness. The belief of being 
in the Hayfork area has to do with 
where he was last seen, and indi-
viduals contacted and interviewed. 


Michael Thomas McDonald
Michael Thomas McDonald was last 
seen Oct. 1, 2014. He was 46. He’s 
described as white with brown hair 
and brown eyes, 6 feet 1 inch and 200 
pounds.


Status: This individual disappeared 
from the French Gulch area, 
where he had been residing. The 
report was taken by the Trinity 
County Sheriff’s Office, based on 
McDonald’s past association to 
the Junction City area. A person of 
interest was developed; however, 
the individual died shortly after the 
investigation began. McDonald’s 
vehicle was later located in the 
Fresno area. The case remains 
open, although McDonald had gone 
missing from an area other than 
Trinity County. 


Naomi Hagerman
Naomi “Jo Jo” Hagerman was last seen in 
Weaverville on March 11, 2001. She was 
44 when she disappeared, and had been 
spending time in Wildwood with her boy-
friend, James Lee Jespersen, and another 
man, Todd Andrew Swallows. Swallows 
disappeared a month after Hagerman 
did, and his body was later found in the 
Trinity River in the Junction City area. 
His death from blunt force trauma to the 
head was determined to be a homicide, 
but no one has been charged in the death. 
Hagerman was never found.


Status: This individual had gone miss-
ing from the Hayfork area. The inves-
tigation produced little information 
as to her potential whereabouts. It is 
believed however that Hagerman is 
likely deceased, based on no credible 
sightings and years of inactivity.


Additional missing persons
The Journal also has information on 
the following two missing persons 
whose cases have appeared in 
the paper, although they are not 
Trinity residents and the cases are 
handled by other agencies:


Steven Albert Kojola
Last seen on July 27, 2018, Kojola was 
reported missing from the Mountain 
View area. His vehicle was located in a 
remote area of Southern Trinity. It was 
believed that Kojola, an avid outdoors-
man, had gone camping in the area, yet 
failed to return. 


Status: Numerous search and res-
cue missions have been launched 
in the area. They have resulted in 
the discovery of an old camp of 
Kojola’s, as well as several of his 
items. He, however, has not been 
located. This matter is not believed 
to be suspicious.


Stacey Smart
Stacey Smart, of Lewiston, was last seen 
in Lewiston by family members Oct. 12, 
2016. Her debit card was last used Oct. 
16, 2016. There have been many volun-
teer searches for Smart or for evidence 
of what may have happened to her.


Status: The disappearance of 
Stacey is believed to be suspicious. 
Numerous search warrants have 
been prepared and served. Crim-
inalists from the Department of 
Justice have assisted on countless 
occasions. Numerous searches 
have been conducted of the areas 
around Lewiston, to include the 
lake with side-scan sonar. It re-
mains open with action taken on it 
weekly. Several persons of interest 
have been identified. 


Steven Morris
Santa Rosa therapist Steve Morris was 
59 when he went missing Aug. 2, 2014, 
while returning from a strenuous hike to 
Billy’s Peak northwest of Coffee Creek. 
Several days of searching in the area 
yielded no signs of Morris. His family, 
friends and volunteers continued the 
search and ultimately concluded that 
Morris was badly hurt in a fall and suc-
cumbed to his injuries, and his remains 
were scattered by animals. Morris has 
since been pronounced deceased by a 
Sonoma County Court.


Status: This individual had been 
hiking in the area of the Trinity 
Alps Wilderness. He was reported 
by family members as missing. 
Numerous Search and Rescue 
missions were mounted; however, 
Morris was never located. This mat-
ter was not deemed suspicious.  


Robin Denise Herring
Robin Herring was last seen April 22, 
1995. She was 35 at the time. Her boy-
friend reported that he’d been driving 
with Herring on Goldfield Campground 
Road near Coffee Creek when the pickup 
got stuck in the snow. They both got 
upset, and she set on foot while he tried 
to dig the truck out, he said. Some of 
Herring’s clothing was found during a 
search, but she was never located. 


Status: Herring has once been re-
moved from the Missing Persons Sys-
tem, based on a false identification in 
Washington state. Herring has since 
been re-entered into the system.


Rodney Anderson
Rodney Anderson of Fortuna was 
last seen in the Dinsmore area 
along Highway 36 on June 24, 
2018. He had been headed from 
Fortuna to Eureka the day before, 
but he never made it. According to 
the Silver Alert issued, Anderson 
suffers from a medical condition 
and may become disoriented. He’s 
described as 78 years old, blond 
hair, blue eyes, approximately 
6 feet tall, weighing about 145 
pounds. In an update, Anderson’s 
daughter Lynn Porter said her 
father’s white 2012 Chevrolet 
Silverado 4 door was found in 
Tehama County. But Anderson is 
still missing.
Anyone with information on 
Anderson’s location is asked to call 
the Fortuna Police Department at 
707-725-7550.


Jeff Joseph
Jeff Joseph, of Southern California, 
was traveling from Los Angeles to 
Humboldt County, where he leased 
property, when he disappeared. He 
was last heard from June 21, 2014, 
and his cell phone “pinged” off a 
tower near Hoopa that provides 
coverage for a wide area a little 
later. He was 45. He was driving a 
green Toyota Rav4 which was never 
found.
The Humboldt County Sheriff’s Of-
fice is investigating this case and 
can be reached at 707-445-7251.


Those with information 
regarding these missing 


persons cases, or any 
other criminal cases, may 


call the Trinity County  
Sheriff’s Office  


at 623-2611.





