
Owner left wondering 
why his business is  

considered high-risk
By Raiza Giorgi

news@santaynezvalleystar.com

anta Ynez business owner Gabriele 
Santi was left frustrated and bewil-
dered when his local bank branch 

abruptly closed his accounts.
He said he walked into his local Ra-

bobank branch recently and was handed 
a letter stating that the bank was termi-

nating the accounts for his business, the 
Second Amendment Gun Shop in Santa 
Ynez. 

“I have never had an incident with 
Rabobank and this came as a shock, quite 
literally. I am usually a loud guy, but I 
was quiet,” Santi said. 

According to the bank’s letter, “we are 
required by federal law to exercise due 
diligence and understand the financial 
transactions of our customers. When we 
are unable to meet the standards imposed 
by law, we have to take appropriate action 
to reduce risk to the bank.” 

“I literally have no idea what that 
means. I haven’t broken any laws. In fact, 

4  H  Santa Ynez Valley Star  H  www.santaynezvalleystar.com  H  May 1-14, 2018  May 1-14, 2018  H  www.santaynezvalleystar.com  H  Santa Ynez Valley Star  H  5

Youth Empowered Sports Club introduces:  
KidFit Summer Sessions ~ Beginner and Intermediate classes include:

Sessions are 2 hours.  
Purchase our 10-session punch card for flexible scheduling.  

E-mail YouthEmpoweredSY@gmail.com or  
stop by Youth Empowered for more information.  

320 Alisal Rd. #106, Solvang, CA 93463

• Wrestling
• Boxing
• Plyometrics & Agility

• Strength Training
• Powerlifting
• Boot Camp for Your Brain

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Please stop by and say, “Hi!” 
I’m looking forward to serving your needs for 
insurance and financial services.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Julia Tipolt, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0825495

1631 Mission Dr
Solvang, CA  93463
Bus: 805-688-5537

Mon-Fri 9:00am to 5:00pm    
Saturdays by Appointment    

After Hours by Appointment  

Reorganization of  
county’s system portends 

more funding
By Victoria Martinez

reporter@santaynezvalleystar.com

dministrative changes — including 
more funding — are on the horizon 
for the public libraries in Buellton 

and Solvang.
The Solvang City Council agreed April 

9 to explore whether the Solvang branch 
library should be administered from Goleta 
or Santa Maria after the Santa Barbara 
County Board of Supervisors approved a 
reorganization of the county library system 
on April 3.

“There’s been a consistent frustration 
with the city of Santa Barbara and running 
Zone 1, and the charges we get as being 
a part of that zone,” City Manager Brad 
Vidro said during the council meeting.

For years, the Solvang Library has been 
in the county library system’s Zone 1, 
operated from Santa Barbara. The system 
is operated through a four-way agreement 
between the county and the cities of Santa 
Barbara, Lompoc and Santa Maria. All of 
the branches in incorporated cities receive 
additional funding from those cities.

On April 3, the Board of Supervisors cre-
ated a Zone 4, which will be run by Goleta 
and would incorporate the operation of the 
Solvang and Buellton libraries within the 
year. 

Valley representatives on the county’s 
Library Advisory Committee and members 
of the Solvang City Council want to exam-
ine more closely which zone would make 
the most sense for the valley’s libraries. 

Instead of moving to the new Zone 4, 
an option would be for the Solvang and 

Buellton libraries to be moved into Zone 3, 
which is operated by Santa Maria.

 “Geographically it makes a lot more 
sense,” said Shirley Stacey, Solvang’s 
representative on the Library Advisory 
Committee, about the Santa Maria zone, 
which already includes Los Alamos.

Both Stacey and 3rd District Library 
Advisory Committee representative Judith 
Dale explained that the Board of Super-
visors’ reorganization also included some 
funding changes to the library system that 
will greatly benefit the valley’s libraries. 

The board voted to implement a 20 
percent cap for administrative fees that 
will pertain only to the per capita funding 
provided by the county. 

The administrating library for each zone 
can no longer charge an administrative fee 
for funding provided by individual cities, 
donations received, and funds provided by 
Friends of the Library groups. 

Both Solvang and Buellton expect to 
save thousands of dollars due to the cap 
and limitations of the fees. 

“It’s a good day for libraries,” Dale said.
In addition, 5 percent of all libraries’ per 

capita funding will go to the 17-member 
Library Advisory Committee to distribute 
to libraries in need. 

“The last Board of Supervisors meeting 
was an absolute positive step, especially 
for libraries in Zone 1,” Dale said. 

Dale noted that the supervisors hold the 
final decision about where to place the 
valley’s libraries for administration, but 
she believes the board will listen closely to 
recommendations made by the city. 

She also emphasized the importance of 
Solvang and Buellton remaining in the 
same zone.

“I would implore you … to work closely 
with the city of Buellton to keep Buellton 
and Solvang in the same zone,” Dale said. 
“The new arrangement we have, with co-

Solvang exploring 
changes for library
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‘THIS CAME AS A SHOCK’
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Gabriele Santi acknowledges that Rabobank had the right to close his accounts, but he considers it unethical 
because he has done nothing wrong. 

Bank closes gun 
shop’s accounts

o BANK CONTINUED ON PAGE 24

S
o LIBRARY CONTINUED ON PAGE 5


