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1660 Copenhagen Drive
Solvang, CA

Over 30 Beers + Danish and local wines

Family-made Sausages and Salumi

Salads ~ Pretzels ~ Bacon
***Check out website for full drink and food menu***

Local Discounts!!

Option 1
$1 off any Sausage

Option 2
$2 off any Sausage with

purchase of 25 oz. beer or larger

Option 3
Free pretzel with purchase of

Sausage Sampler + 
beer 25 oz. or larger

Show Santa Ynez Valley ID to redeem

805-697-7354
www.csg-solvang.com

1660 Copenhagen Drive, Solvang, CA

LOS OLIVOS LEMONS
A F T E R  S C H O O L  S P E C I A L 

EVERY FRIDAY 3 PM -  4 :30 PM

Enjoy $2 off Great Days
(frozen lemonade)

2971 GRAND • LOS OLIVOS
Located next to Saarloos Tasting Room

~ Now booking summer private events ~

Staff Report

our doctors have been 
named Cottage Health 
System’s physicians 

of the year in recognition of 
exemplary performance.

The awards begin with 
nominations from staff mem-
bers and are based on the most 
nominations in four areas: 
dedication to the profession 
and patients, respect and cour-
tesy, collaborative practices, 
and efficient use of resources. 

The 2017 honorees are: 
n Dr. Graham Hurvitz, orthopedic surgery, 

Goleta Valley Cottage Hospital, appointed in 
2002

n Dr. Brian Mack, anesthesiology, Santa 

Barbara Cottage Hospital, 
appointed in 2003

n Dr. Barry Reeve, emer-
gency medicine, Santa Ynez 
Valley Cottage Hospital, 
appointed in 2015

n Dr. Brett Wilson, 
emergency medicine, Santa 
Barbara Cottage Hospital, 
appointed in 2007

“These physicians have 
earned the admiration and 
nominations of Cottage staff 
through their commitment to 
providing excellence, integri-
ty and compassion in the care 

of our patients,” said Dr. Ed Wroblewski, vice 
president of medical affairs and chief medical 
officer for Cottage Health. “We congratulate 
them for their outstanding work.” 

I supply most of the local law enforcement 
with their guns and ammunition, and this 
decision is just political,” Santi said. 

Rabobank declined comment on San-
ti’s situation, saying they couldn’t discuss 
matters about customers because of privacy 
concerns.

“We periodically and impartially exam-
ine merchant categories as a whole to help 
determine our ability to consistently meet 
regulatory and internal risk standards. We 
acknowledge that this sometimes results in 
difficult decisions,” Rabobank spokesman 
Gregory Jones said. 

When the Star asked whether it was 
closing the accounts for all “questionable 
or high risk” businesses, Rabobank did not 
respond. 

When Santi posted the bank’s letter on 
his Facebook page, he immediately got 
comments from friends and family who said 
they were outraged by Rabobank’s decision. 

“I’ve been banking with Rabobank for 6 
years but after seeing this I plan to switch,” 
said Jared Michael, a friend of Santi’s.

Several others contacted the Star to say 
they would be closing their accounts as 
well.

“I have a Rabobank account and as of 
tomorrow (April 7) I will be switching,” 
said Devon Williams. 

Santi acknowledged that Rabobank has 
the right to close an account, but he felt the 
action was unethical. He also wondered 
why he had been singled out.

Santi referred to Operation Choke Point, 
a 2013 initiative of the U.S. Department of 
Justice under the Obama administration that 
would investigate banks that do business 
with firearms dealers or companies involved 
in online gambling, pharmaceutical sales, 
tobacco sales or pornography, among others 
on a list. 

Critics of operation said at the time that 
it targeted businesses without first having 
shown that the targeted companies had 
violated the law, according to a Washington 
Post article in May 2014. 

“Do you know the amount of background 
checks I had to go through to get my licens-
es and permits? I am reviewed annually 
by either ATF (Bureau of Alcohol, Tobac-
co, Firearms and Explosives), California 
Department of Justice, and other agencies,” 
Santi said. 

He said he has also worked for more than 
30 years in the security business.

Rabobank’s California unit recently had 
to pay $369 million to settle allegations of 
money laundering from Mexican drug sales 
and organized crime through branches near 
the Mexican border. 

When the Star asked if this was the 
reason that Santi’s business account was 
closed, Rabobank did not respond. 

Santi said he is trusted by law enforce-
ment agencies because he is the only per-
mitted gun store in Santa Barbara County 
that a permit sell the kind of weapons they 
need. He said he works with 16 agencies 
locally that would otherwise have to drive 
to Los Angeles or San Jose to meet their 
requirements. 

Santi said he has no ill will toward Rabo-
bank and has already found another bank to 
work with. 

“I have nothing against any of the em-
ployees at the local branches as they are my 
friends and I know they had no decision in 
this,” Santi said.
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