
 
 

MUDSLIDES DEVASTATE MONTECITO 
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The mud and debris flows that devastated Montecito occurred in the early morning of Jan. 9, 

2018, at about 2:30 a.m. when pounding rain overwhelmed south-facing slopes and flooded a 

swollen creek that leads to the ocean. Slabs of earth, boulders and waist-high mudflows careened 

into homes. However, fears of a disaster took hold the day before, when forecasters predicted a 

downpour in areas that had been scorched by raging wildfires weeks and months before.  

 

On Jan. 8, the day before rain arrives we publish: 

 “Rains finally arrive, bringing new danger in California’s vast fire zones” 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-california-fire-watershed-20180105-story.html 

 

On the morning of the mudslide in Montecito, we publish our first online story in LA NOW 

at 6 a.m. It would be update 15 times as the death toll steadily climbed: 

“At least 13 dead as heavy rains trigger flooding, mudflows and freeway closures across 

Southern California” 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-rainfall-mudflow-20180109-story.html 

 

We began a live blog at 7:45 a.m. Jan. 9, and published a total of 40 entries, the last 

appearing at 4:28 p.m. Jan. 15: 

“Southern California storm: Death toll in Montecito mudslide rises to 19, while 101 Freeway 

will remain closed indefinitely” 

http://www.latimes.com/la-me-southern-california-storm-live-updates-htmlstory.html 

 

Residents and emergency crews continued to find bodies amid the debris and wreckage of 

homes on Jan. 10:  
“Death toll rises to 17 in Montecito; 100 homes destroyed by mudslides”  

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-montecito-storm-mudflow-20180110-

htmlstory.html 

 

With many areas of Montecito inaccessible due to mud and boulders, confusion over who 

was missing, trapped or dead reigned. Officials begin to release the names of those who are 

confirmed dead: 

“Up to 43 people still missing in Montecito; dead include four children” 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-mudslide-recovery-mainbar-20180111-story.html 

 

By the afternoon of Jan. 11 it was clear that the heavy death toll was due to a combination 

of factors: a breakdown in emergency warning systems; residents’ unwillingness to 

evacuate yet again after fleeing multiple times in the face of wildfire; and a deluge that 

defied expectations.  
“Urgent alerts about deadly mudslides came too late for Montecito victims” 

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-mudslide-factors-20180111-story.html 

 

On Jan. 12, we published a victims page: 
“Who they were: The victims of the Montecito Mudslides” 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-montecito-mudslide-victims-stories-20180112-

story.html 
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