
Cars burn at a home on Neal Road in Paradise as
the Camp Fire swept through the neighborhood.

PARADISE LOST
Multiple deaths feared and up to a thousand homes destroyed as fire levels town

Local law enforcement
agencies are asking for the
public’s helping finding these
wanted individuals. PAGE A3

PUBLIC SAFETY

Be on the lookout for
Butte’s MostWanted

ByRisa Johnson andAmandaHovik
rjohnson@chicoer.com and ahovik@paradisepost.com
@risamjohnson on Twitter

CHICO» People fleeing the Camp Fire had trouble reaching evac-
uation centers in Butte County because of gridlock traffic and,
later in the evening, found two of the centers full.

For a number of evacuees from Paradise, a normally 30-min-
ute drive to Chico took hours on Thursday. Some took other
modes of transportation and were able to get to safety faster.
The fire that began on Camp Creek Road near Pulga has re-
sulted in evacuations for residents of Paradise, Magalia, Con-
cow, Yankee Hill and upper Butte Creek Canyon.

Thousands suffer through
tortuous evacuation ordeal

Online: See a photo gallery
from the Camp Fire and an

interactive map showing evacua-
tion zones. CHICOER.COM
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Homes burn on Neal Road in Paradise as a wildfire destroys neighborhoods on Thursday.

A senior community on Pentz Road in Paradise
was burned to the ground on Thursday.

Juanita and Wayne McLish sit on a curb after
losing their home in the Camp Fire.

Staff reports

PARADISE» The fast-moving Camp Fire burned up to 1,000
buildings and homes in the Paradise area Thursday and
reportedly killed multiple people, then roared into Chico
and forced evacuations there.

Cal Fire-Butte County Chief Darren Read said in the
afternoon that hundreds of structures in Paradise have
burned, perhaps as many as 1,000. Butte County Sheriff
Kory Honea said there are reports of multiple fatalities,
and authorities are trying to verify how many.

The fire started in the Feather River Canyon near Pulga
and Highway 70, then burned west. It jumped to 18,000

Fire tears through Concow,
Paradise and into east Chico
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Readmore on
the CampFire
Feather River Hospital
evacuation harrowing » A3

School in Butte County
canceled today » A3

Social media helps find
lost family members » A3

More photos from
the Camp Fire » A6

Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg,
the Supreme Court’s oldest
justice, fell Wednesday in her
office at the court. PAGE C6

SUPREMECOURT

Justice hospitalized
after fracturing ribs
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1938
Nazis looted and burned
synagogues as well as
Jewish-owned stores
and houses in Germany
and Austria in a pogrom
or deliberate persecu-
tion that became known
as “Kristallnacht.”

1965
The great Northeast
blackout began as a
series of power fail-
ures lasting up to 13
1⁄2 hours left 30million
people in seven states
and part of Canada with
no electricity.

1967
A Saturn V rocket carry-
ing an unmanned Apollo
spacecraft blasted off
from Cape Kennedy on a
successful test flight.

1989
Communist East
Germany threw open
its borders, allowing
citizens to travel freely
to the West; joyous
Germans danced atop
the Berlin Wall.

2000
George W. Bush’s lead
over Al Gore in all-or-
nothing Florida slipped
beneath 300votes in a
suspense-filled recount,
as Democrats claimed
“an injustice unparal-
leled in our history.”

2008
Barack Obama’s
transition chief, John
Podesta, told Fox News
Sunday the president-
elect planned to review
President George W.
Bush’s executive orders
on such things as
stem cell research and
domestic drilling for oil
and natural gas.

Birthdays
Actor Charlie Robinson
is 73. Actor Lou Ferrigno
is 67. Actress-model
Analeigh Tipton is 30.

TODAY IN HISTORY

WINNING NUMBERS
Daily 3Afternoon:
2, 6, 5
Daily 3Evening: 7, 8, 1
Daily 4: 0, 3, 1, 6
Fantasy 5:
5, 15, 27, 30, 39

DAILY DERBY
1st: 6, Whirl Win
2nd: 12, Lucky Charms
3rd: 1, Gold Rush
Race time: 1:42.49
SUPER LOTTO PLUS
Wednesday’s drawing:
12, 25, 28, 45, 47
Mega number: 16
Saturday’s estimated
jackpot: $21million
MEGA MILLIONS
Tuesday’s drawing:
28, 34, 37, 56, 69
Mega Number: 12
Today’s estimated
jackpot: $90million
POWERBALL
Wednesday’s drawing:
26, 28, 34, 42, 50
Powerball: 25
Saturday’s estimated
jackpot: $92million

LOTTERY

Is Meg Ryan
secretly married
or just engaged
Meg Ryan took to
Instragram Thursday
to announce that she’s
engaged to John Mel-
lencamp. “ENGAGED!”
the 56-year-old star
captioned an image of
two stick figures that
presumably show her
and her Mellencamp,
67. The Instagram post
follows reports that
she and Mellencamp
had actually tied the
knot in a recent private
ceremony. Ryan was
previously married to
Dennis Quaid from 1991
to 2001and Mellen-
camp, the Grammy-
winning, Rock and Roll
Hall of Fame inductee,
has been previously
married three times.
—Martha Ross, Bay Area
News Group

Star report Hot Shot

DAVID LITTLE — ENTERPRISE-RECORD

Blowing up: The massive plume from the Camp Fire, burning in the Feather River Canyon toward Paradise, wafts over
the Sacramento Valley as seen from Chico early Thursday morning less than two hours after it was reported. Readers can
submit photos for “Hot Shot” consideration to photo@chicoer.com.

ByColleen Long
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON» The Trump
administration said Thurs-
day it will deny asylum to
migrants who enter the
country illegally, invoking
extraordinary presidential
national security powers to
tighten the border as cara-
vans of Central Americans
slowly approach the United
States.

The measures are meant
to funnel asylum seek-
ers through official border
crossings for speedy rul-
ings, officials said, instead
of having them try to cir-
cumvent such crossings on
the nearly 2,000-mile bor-
der. But the busy ports of en-
try already have long lines
and waits, forcing immigra-
tion officials to tell some mi-
grants to come back to make
their claims.

The move was spurred in
part by caravans of Central
American migrants slowly
moving north on foot, but
will apply to anyone caught
crossing illegally, officials
said. It’s unknown whether
those in the caravan, many
fleeing violence in their
homeland, plan to cross il-
legally.

The regulations will be in-
corporated in a proclama-
tion expected to be issued
Friday by President Don-
ald Trump. He will invoke
the same powers he used to
push through a version of
the travel ban that was up-
held by the Supreme Court,
according to senior admin-
istration officials. The offi-
cials were not authorized
to speak publicly and spoke
to The Associated Press on
condition of anonymity. The
regulations would circum-
vent laws stating that any-

one is eligible for asylum no
matter how he or she enters
the country,

Administration officials
said those denied asylum
under the proclamation may
be eligible for similar forms
of protection if they fear re-
turning to their countries,
though they would be sub-
ject to a tougher threshold.
Those forms of protection
include “withholding of re-
moval” — which is similar
to asylum, but doesn’t allow
for green cards or bringing
families — or asylum under
the United Nations Conven-
tion Against Torture.

The announcement was
the latest push to enforce
Trump’s hard-line stance on
immigration through regu-
latory changes and presi-

dential orders, bypassing
Congress. But those efforts
have been largely thwarted
by legal challenges and, in
the case of family separa-
tions this year, stymied by a
global outcry that prompted
Trump to scrap them.

The new changes were
likely to be met with legal
challenges, too. Omar Jad-
wat, director of the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union’s
Immigrants’ Rights Project,
said they were clearly illegal.

“U.S. law specifically al-
lows individuals to apply
for asylum whether or not
they are at a port of entry. It
is illegal to circumvent that
by agency or presidential de-
cree,” he said.

Curbing immigration
has been a signature issue
for Trump, who pushed it
hard in the days leading up
to Tuesday’s midterm elec-
tions, railing against the
caravans that are still hun-
dreds of miles from the bor-
der.

He has made little men-
tion of the issue since the
election but has sent troops
to the border in response. As
of Thursday, there are more
than 5,600 U.S. troops de-
ployed to the border mis-
sion, with about 550 actu-
ally working on the border
in Texas. The military is ex-
pected to have the vast ma-
jority of the more than 7,000
troops planned for the mis-
sion deployed by Monday,
and that number could grow.

IMMIGRATION

US officials aim to restrict asylum at border

REBECCA BLACKWELL — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

A sleeping Honduran girl is carried as a group of Central
American migrants, representing the thousands
participating in a caravan trying to reach the U.S. border,
undertake an hours-long march to the office of the United
Nations’ humans rights body in Mexico City on Thursday.
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SERVICES
ARLENE “RUTH” DELKER age 84, passed away on
November 3rd. A Visitation will be held on Saturday,
November 10th from 1-5 PM at Scheer Memorial Chapel.
A Celebration of Life Service will be held on Sunday,
November 11th at 2:00 PM at Evangelical Free Church
in Oroville. Memorial Contributions may be made in her
memory to Oroville Christian School C/O Evangelical Free
Church.

LOIS HINES-VRISMO age 87, passed away on November
4th. Funeral Services will be held on Tuesday, November
13th at 12:30 PM at Scheer Memorial Chapel.

newclairvauxvineyard.com

Open Daily
11 AM- 5 PM

NOVEMBER 10-11

join us for the release of our

NOUVEAU TEMPRANILLO
2018 S T. J AMES B LOCK

complimentary tastings & tours
tours begin at 12:00, 1:30 and 3:00 PM

Chico
598 E 8th Street

894-8300
118-A W. East Avenue

894-5707
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SAMUEL NEVIEL ARNOLD
The Butte County Sher-
iff’s Office is seeking
Samuel Neviel Arnold for
a felony warrant charging
him with
six counts
of failing
to ap-
pear, five
probation
revoca-
tions, five
probation
violations,
two counts
of theft
from an elderly or depen-
dent adult, two counts
of grand theft, forgery,
obtaining money by false
pretense and non-suffi-
cient funds checks.
Arnold, 58, is 5-foot-8,
160pounds, with red hair
and hazel eyes.
Anyone with information
is asked to contact the
Sheriff’s Office at 538-
7449.

ELIZABETH BUMBAUGH
The Sheriff’s Office is also
seeking Elizabeth Bum-
baugh for
a warrant
charging
her with
gross ve-
hicle man-
slaughter
and driving
under the
influence
causing
bodily injury.
Bumbaugh, 51, is 5-foot-1,
140pounds, with brown
hair and green eyes.
Anyone with information is
asked to contact the Sher-
iff’s Office at 538-7449.

JOSEPH MICHAEL CORWIN
The Paradise Police
Department is looking for
Joseph
Michael
Corwin for
a warrant
charging
him with
failing to
appear,
posses-
sion of a
controlled
substance and being under
the influence of a narcotic.
Corwin, 33, is 5-foot-9,
175pounds, with blond
hair and blue eyes.
Anyone with information
is urged to call Paradise
police at 872-6241.

This column appears
each Friday. This
information is also
available on the
Internet at http://
www.buttecounty.
net/sheriffcoroner/
mostwanted.

Butte
County’s

Arnold

Bumbaugh

Corwin

BySteve Schoonover
andTang Lor
sschoonover@chicoer.com and
tlor@chicoer.com
@ER_sschoonover on Twitter

PARADISE » Darrel Wilken
thought he was going to
die. He thought the three
patients in his car were go-
ing to die.
“I’m a survivor,” he said,

“but there was nothing I
could do to save us.”
Wilken is a nurse at

Feather River Hospital in
Paradise. He was working
Thursday morning when
word came that the Camp
Fire was seven miles away.
“Fifteenminutes later, it was
on the grounds,” he said.
The fire came on so

quickly that there were no
ambulances available for
an evacuation. So he and
other hospital employees
pulled their private cars up
to the ambulance bay, and
the patients were loaded in
to be taken to different hos-
pitals.
Wilken said he had three

patients in his car, two of
whomwere critical. As soon
as he pulled out onto Pentz
Road he was immediately
gridlocked. Gridlocked,
with fire on both sides of
the road.
“It was so black and so

dark we couldn’t see any-
thing. We were completely
surrounded by flames and
explosions. I thought we all
were going to die.” He called
his family to say goodbye.
He described “slalom-

ing” around cars afire in
the road in front of him,
and seeing other cars burn-
ing behind.
“I’ve done a lot of things

but I’ve never been scared
like this. Five years in
the Army was nothing,”
Wilken said. “This was
the most helpless I’ve felt
in my life.”
As he weaved through

Paradise to avoid closed
roads, he came upon two
ambulances that were
staged, and had them take
one of his patients that
he thought was going to

die. The patient depended
on life-support equip-
ment that couldn’t work in
Wilken’s car, but the am-
bulances were equipped to
handle it.
It took four hours tomake

it to EnloeHospital in Chico.
Late Thursday afternoon as
he left the hospital he was
still shaking, he said. “It was
themost horrific experience
imaginable.”
He said he had feared

his tires would melt on the
way out of Paradise, and
when he got to Chico he
noted they were low. He
stopped by a tire shop and
they said no, the tires were
fine. However they pointed
out parts of his car were
melted — plastic tail lights,
trim pieces and such. “We
were really close to catch-
ing on fire.”
Adventist Health tweeted

that all the patients were
safely evacuated from
Feather River Hospital. En-
loe Director of Advance-
ment and Communications
Jolene Francis said the
Chico hospital had taken in
49. “This is something we
plan for, something we drill
for,” she said. “Yes it has an
impact but we’re prepared
for this.”
Others patients went to

Oroville Hospital, includ-
ing Paradise resident Fran-
cine Knowles, who was
having gallbladder surgery
Thursday morning. When
the order to evacuate was
announced, she was still
asleep from the anesthesia,
according to her husband,
Cody Knowles.
Knowles said when he

and his wife went to the
hospital around 6 a.m., they
were unaware that there
was a fire burning. He had
to step outside to see for
himself.
He was greeted by dark-

ness and smoke, but could
see the flames coming up
the backside of the hospital,
he said. He called 9-1-1 and
was told help was coming.
That was probably

around 11 a.m., he said.
But he’s unsure of the ex-

act time.
“I can’t explain every lit-

tle detail,” he said. “Every-
thing was just so crazy.”
Knowles said he and his

wife were probably among
the last patients to be evac-
uated as she couldn’t be
moved until she was awake.
When they tried to jump
into the last ambulance, it
was already full. Knowles
also had his car ready to
go, but they decided to get
into an employee’s car — a
surgeon, he believes.
Even then, they were

stuck in the parking lot for
15-20 minutes, he said. By
the time they got onto Pentz
Road, the fire felt close.
“You could just feel the

wind blowing and could
feel the heat in the car,” he
said. “We’re just so lucky we
made it out alive.”
The Knowles are cur-

rently at Oroville Hospital
where Francine is recover-
ing.
Cody Knowles said, “I

just have so many different
emotions right now. It felt
like a movie and we were
surrounded by fire.”
He’s unsure if his home

onBoquest Boulevard is still
standing. But he’s thankful
for the hospital staff and the
emergency responders who
stayed to help.
“It’s just a bad situation. I

don’t even know if the hos-
pital is still standing, but
those people, they didn’t
have to stay but they did
anyway.”
Adventist Health Admin-

istrative Director of Mar-
keting and Communication
Jill Kinney said the main
hospital core is still stand-
ing, though some outbuild-
ings burned, mostly small
offices.
“At this stage, we are still

assessing the damage,” she
said.
Paradise Post reporter

AmandaHovik contributed
to this report.

Contact reporter Steve
Schoonover at 530-896-
7750 and Tang Lor at 530-
896-7771.

CAMPFIRE

Fast-moving flames make
hospital evacuation harrowing

By LauraUrseny
lurseny@chicoer.com
@LauraUrseny on Twitter

CHICO » All schools in
Butte County were can-
celed for Friday by the
Butte County Office of Ed-
ucation, including elemen-
tary, high schools, and
charter schools. Butte Col-
lege and Chico State Uni-
versity are closed Friday
as well.
Students from Paradise

were evacuated to Chico
Thursday morning in the
wake of the Camp Fire.
“We’ve had tremendous

help, the Boys & Girls Club
came down with kids, all
administrators were here.
I think that we are down
to five students at The
Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints church
and they brought in blan-
kets and cots. “We had
hamburgers and hot dogs
for dinner.”
The kids are OK,” Par-

adise Unified School Dis-
trict Superintendent Mi-
chelle John said around
6 p.m. Thursday. “A lot of
our staff though lost their
houses and have nothing
to go back to.”
“The main priorities

are the basic needs, do the
kids have food, shelter and
clothes?Wewill get the ed-
ucation done,” John said.
“We’ll go from there.”
The plan had been

to evacuate to the fair-
grounds, but that was
committed to being for
the command center. “We
were told by people from
the church that we could
bring them here,” said
PUSD Assistant Superin-
tendent for Human Re-
sources and Educational
Services Tom Taylor.
“The plan was to evac-

uate Ponderosa Elemen-
tary School first because
that was the most critical
at that point in time. It
became so rapid we ended
up moving everybody
down to Chico,” Taylor
said. “It went from Pon-
derosa to evacuate all the
kids off the ridge within
35 to 40 minutes.”
According to Paradise

Unified School District
Superintendent Michelle
John, the fire has dam-
aged Evergreen 6, Creek-
side 6, and Ponderosa El-
ementary schools.

Contact reporter Laura
Urseny at 530-896-7756.

CAMPFIRE

All schools in
Butte County
canceled Friday

ByRisa Johnson
rjohnson@chicoer.com
@risamjohnson on Twitter

CHICO » Actor James
Woods, who has played
roles in movies and TV
series including “Family
Guy,” is using his platform
on Twitter to share posts
of people searching for
loved ones unaccounted
for since the breakout of
the Camp Fire.
Butte County Sheriff

Kory Honea said at a press
conference early Thursday
evening that his office had
received about 600 calls re-
questing welfare checks on
people affected by the fire
and had been able to whit-
tle the list down to 400.
Honea said his office

would work through the
night to get in touch with
as many of those people as

possible.
In a few hours, Woods’

initial post about his effort
had received thousands of
likes, retweets and com-
ments. It appeared his
shares may have helped
some people locate their
loved ones.
He heard from not only

those missing friends
and family members but
also from people who had
found evacuees trying to
get in touch with relatives.
Butte County is encour-

aging evacuees to mark
themselves as “safe and
well” with the American
Red Cross at safeandwell.
communityos.org/cms/in-
dex.php. Concerned friends
and family can also search
for registrants on the site.

Contact reporter Risa
Johnson at 530-896-7763.

SOCIALMEDIA

Actor uses tweets to
help the unaccounted
for in Camp Fire

Staff reports

The following are among
the buildings that the Para-
dise Post has confirmed are
no longer standing.

Ace Rentals
Ace Hardware
Creekside 6
Evergreen 6
Paradise Elementary

School

McDonalds
Foster Freeze
Black Bear Diner
Latter-Day Saints church

on Buschmann Road
K-Mart

DAMAGE

Prominent buildings in Paradise that
have been destroyed by Camp Fire

*Offer valid only at Bellachino’s Espresso & Panini Cafe, 800 Bruce Rd.
Corner of Bruce Rd and 8th St, Chico. Open Sunday, November 11, from 6am–1pm.

ThankYou,Veterans!
On Sunday, November 11,

the Coffee’s on Us...
at Bellachino’s Cafe, 800 Bruce Rd, Chico

Simply stop in anytime between 6am and 1pm and tell
us you served (or are serving) our country, and any coffee

drink of your choice is on us!

Sponsored—with our sincere gratitude—by:

Owner Crystal Chalmers, Au.D., Doctor of Audiology
& North State Audiological Services Professionals

Bellachino’s Baristas

Bellachino’s
Logo

109 Table Mountain Blvd.
Oroville, CA 95965
(530) 533-9655

tabletoprestaurantandcatering.com

Breakfast only 6-10 a.m
Holidays/weekends excluded

COUPON
Buy 1 meal and
get 1 for 1/2 off*
regular menu items

with coupon.
*Of equal or lesser value
Not applicable to weekend

specials.

Open: Monday- Saturday
8:00 to 5:00

2300 Esplandae
Chico, CA

530-895-8473

$10.00 OFF
Brake Service
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Virgil Ritter, a Paradise
resident who lives at a mo-
bile home park near Kalico
Kitchen, rode his bike down
the Skyway with flames on
both sides of the road to get
to Chico. Ritter, 67, said he
was hit by sparks and em-
bers, and, at one point, had
to lift his bike over a fallen
power line. He does not
have a car.
“It was a trip, man,” he

said. “That fire was all
around me. I thought, ‘this
is it.’”
At home, Ritter had some

coffee, packed up his med-
ications and breathing ma-
chine, which he needs since
he has COPD, and headed
out shortly after 9 a.m. with
a backpack, water bottle
and a bandanna he used to
cover his face. He made it
about six miles before get-
ting a flat tire near the Tus-
can Ridge Golf Course — by
that point, out of the worst
of the fire danger — and
was offered a ride from a
kind stranger into Chico.
“I’m praising the Lord,”

Ritter said. “He rode down
there with me all the way.”
Ritter planned to get his

tire fixed at a nearby bike
shop and go to the Neigh-
borhood Church evacuation
center, where he would call
his daughter to make sure
she evacuated safely.
Salvation Army Capt. Ju-

lie Feist said around 5 p.m.
that the Oroville Nazarene
Church had reached capac-
ity. Feist expected to serve
at least 250 meals for din-
ner starting around 6 p.m.
at the church.
Shortly before that, Butte

County announced that the
Neighborhood Church in
Chico was also full.
The Silver Dollar Fair-

grounds in Chico is not
open as an evacuation cen-
ter as it is serving as a camp
for firefighters.
The city of Chico’s pub-

lic works department said
evacuees could also go to
DeGarmo Park and Com-
munity Park off 20th Street
in Chico, as well as Durham
Park, but not to expect ser-
vices. DeGarmo Park is the
best place for people with
recreational vehicles. The
Silver Dollar Fairgrounds
is being used as a staging
area for fire crews and is
not open to evacuees.
Darrin Schroder, a

48-year-old Paradise resi-

dent who lives off of Pear-
son Road, heard about the
fire at work and went home
to grab essentials before
evacuating around 10 a.m.
on his motorcycle, which he
road on the sidewalk.
“It just got worse and

worse,” Schroder said. “I
went home and packed and
got out of there.”
He said it took him about

30 minutes to get to Chico.

His roommate, Chris
Chamberlain, age 46, also
heard reports of the fire
while he was at work and
rushed home to pack.
“This morning, all we

could hear was ‘boom,
boom’ from transformers
around our house,” Cham-
berlain said.
He showed pictures on

his phone of a long line of
cars on the Skyway and

flames visible from the
road. Chamberlain said it
took about two hours to get
in to Chico.
“It was pitch black,” he

said. “You couldn’t see any-
thing.”
They estimated that they

saw at least 100 houses
burnt down or on fire, in-
cluding a couple by their
house, and said they ex-
pected that fromNeal Road

to Skyway Crossroad Road
would be “burnt to the
ground.”

Evacuating with
children and dogs

Samantha Lowe, born
and raised in Paradise got
on the road at 9:30 a.m. and
met up in Chico with her
husband Tyler, her two-year
old daughter Allison andher
two-and-a-half month old
son Aaron with their dogs
Nyla and Knuckle in tow.
“I woke up this morning

and the sky was orange.
I got online and started
looking it up online next
thing you know it was aw-
ful and parts of Paradise
were starting to catch on
fire,” she said. “We packed
as much as we could and
got into the traffic to drive
down to Chico.”
Her family members sent

her pictures of the side of
the road burning, they were
stuck in traffic and they
could feel the heat in their
car and the smoke coming
through their car, she said.
“They said it was hard to

breathe inside of their car,”
Lowe said. “It was definitely
concerning, scary, but just
hoping for the best and hop-
ing everyonemakes it down
safely.”
Some items that Sa-

mantha Low packed into
the car to evacuate were a

box of pictures, snacks for
her daughter, clothing in
a laundry basket, bottles
of water, pillows, blankets,
diapers and a portable crib
for her son.
What you learn from pre-

paring for an evacuation all
goes out the window in that
moment, she said.
“It’s like panic mode,

throw whatever’s in the
laundry basket, we obvi-
ously wear it often so throw
it all in the car, little pack-
age of diapers throw it all
in the car and just get out.”
The couple’s home was a

fixer-upper and holds a lot
of memories for them. They
have homeowner’s insur-
ance, but they will have to
rebuild and start over if the
fire burns down their home.
“Trying to look on the

positive side, everything
in the house is something
you can replace eventually.
Hopefully it’s not the case
but if it is then we’ll have
to build and start fresh,”
she said. “It’s been a rough
year so maybe a fresh start
is what it needs.”
The family will stay at a

bed and breakfast in Chico.
Tyler Lowe started his

day at work and said he
didn’t think the fire was go-
ing to get that close. When
he heard word of the sever-
ity he hurried home and
helped packed up the car.
He dropped off one of his
cars, went back to work and
then met up with his wife
in Chico.
He left town around 9:30

a.m. and drove on Neal
Road into Chico.
“It was pretty clear (on

the road) until you got to
the dump and then it was
packed (with cars),” he said.
He described the drive

into Chico as hectic.
“You could hardly see

with all the ash cover-
ing the car, it was hard to
breathe and fighting traffic
to get (to Chico),” he stated.
He was more concerned

about getting his family out
then about losing the house,
he said.
Camp Fire evacuees

can bring small animals
to the Old County Hospi-
tal at 2279 Del Oro Road,
Suite E, Oroville, accord-
ing to Butte County. Large
animals evacuated can be
taken to the Butte County
Fairgrounds, located at 199
E. Hazel St. in Gridley.

Contact reporter Risa
Johnson at 530-896-7763
and Amanda Hovik at
530-876-3071.
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acres in eight hours Thurs-
day, ripping across the Con-
cow Valley and into and
across Paradise.
Then the fire turned east.

It reachedHighway 99 near
Neal Road by 7:30 p.m. and
was approaching Highway
32 near upper Bidwell Park
by 9 p.m. Evacuation or-
ders were issued fromBruce
Road east, from East 20th
Street to Highway 32 along
the east side of Chico, and
in the Canyon Oaks subdi-
vision farther north. Homes
were reported burning on
the lower Skyway near Oak
Ridge Drive and Spanish
Garden Drive.
Tens of thousands had al-

ready been evacuated, per-
haps asmany as 50,000 peo-
ple, according to the sheriff.
The Sheriff’s Office also has
received hundreds of calls
requesting deputies to per-
form welfare checks on un-
accounted people in the fire
zone. Officials expected to
work through the night re-
sponding to those calls.
“This was a rapidly mov-

ing fire,” Honea said. “And
it moved very very quickly
from a rather remote area
to populated areas.”
Honea said he had no es-

timatewhen evacueeswould
be able to return.
Residents in Paradise,

Magalia, Concow, Yankee
Hill and Butte Creek Can-
yon were initially ordered
to evacuate. Thursday eve-
ning the evacuation order
was extended from Forest
Ranch south to Chico, and
later to Cherokee and Oro-
Chico Highway near Dur-
ham. Then the east Chico
evacuations were ordered,
followed by an order cov-
ering everything north of
Highway 70 and east of
Highway 149
Three firefighters and

several citizens were taken
to hospitals with injuries.
Three more firefighters suf-
fered burns.

The fire started about
6:30 a.m. Thursday at Camp
Creek Road near Pulga.
Read said the cause of the
fire is under investigation,
and likely would be for
“quite some time.”
Around 2:30 p.m., Cal

Fire said 20,000 acres had
burned with no contain-
ment. The fire was exhibit-
ing extreme fire behavior,
Cal Fire public information
officer Rick Carhart said.
Firefighters are expecting
sustained winds up to 30-
35 mph on the fire.
“This fire did move

through the town of Par-
adise quickly,” said Para-
dise Police Chief Eric Rein-
bold. “We’re very grateful
for our partnerships with
allied agencies, Cal Fire,
our agency, the town staff
worked as quickly as pos-
sible to evacuate, using our
evacuation plans. And the
things that we’ve trained for
over the years. There is a lot
of devastation in town. Just
to reiterate,we can’t confirm
howmany structures, but at
this point it’s very devastat-
ing to the town.’

Chaos on the ground
Witnesses and reporters

on the ground described
a chaotic scene as people
tried to leave town.
The fire moved so fast

that people were cut off by
the flames and sheltered in
large asphalt parking areas.
Radio traffic Thursday af-
ternoon indicated 300 peo-
ple were at the Kmart lot
on Clark Road, with fire in
all directions. Another 100
were at a storage business
at Clark and Skyway. Still
another group gathered at
theHolidayMarket parking
lot on Skyway.
Photographer Karl Mon-

don said at 4 p.m. the Safe-
way parking lot at Clark and
Elliott roads was half full of
evacuees. Many said they
knew their homes were lost.
Wayne and Juanita

McLish, 20-year residents
of Fawndale Lane, said they
fought for two hours to save
their home until the wa-

ter pressure ran out, then
made it to Safeway. Wayne
McLish’s face was covered
in soot. The former math
teacher looked stunned
when he was told it was 4
o’clock in the afternoon, not
the morning.
Evacuees who were able

to get out of town often
found themselves in grid-
lock. A pregnant woman

stuck in traffic went into
labor. In the late morning,
Highway 99 northbound
was clogged from south
of Durham-Pentz Road to
Chico. A number of people
took a U-turn across the
median to get off the free-
way at Durham-Pentz and
head toward Durham, but
the Midway was backed up
northbound as well.

Hospital evacuated
According to the Sheriff’s

Office, Feather River Hospi-
tal and all Paradise schools
were all evacuated. Hospi-
tal patients were sent to En-
loeMedical Center in Chico
and Oroville Hospital.
According to PG&E

spokesman Paul Moreno,
32,000 customers were
without power as a result of

the fire in Butte and Plumas
counties, which includes
those in the Paradise, Pulga
and Concow areas. No pub-
lic safety power shut off has
been implemented.
The county set up evacua-

tion centers at Oroville Naz-
arene Church (2238 Monte
Vista Ave.) and Neighbor-
hood Church in Chico (2801
Notre Dame Blvd.), but both
of those were reported full
Thursday evening. Another
shelter at the Butte County
Fairgrounds in Gridley still
had space. At 8:30 p.m.
Thursday, another shelter
was opened at the Chico
Elks Lodge (1705 Manza-
nita Ave.).
The Silver Dollar Fair-

grounds is being used as a
staging area for fire crews
and is not open to evacuees.
Butte College is also being
used as a staging area.
The city of Chico’s Pub-

lic Works Department said
evacuees can also head to
DeGarmo Park and Com-
munity Park off 20th Street
in Chico, as well as Durham
Park, but not to expect ser-
vices.
Camp Fire evacuees are

being asked to register with
Red Cross’ Safe &Well web-
site so concerned family and
friends can search those
lists. https://safeandwell.
communityos.org/cms/in-
dex.php Concerned family
and friends can also search
the list of those who have
registered as “safe andwell”
by clicking on the “Search
Registrants” button.
The California Gover-

nor’s Office of Emergency
Services (Cal OES) has ac-
tivated the State Opera-
tions Center to provide as-
sistance to Butte County in
support of the Camp Fire.
Cal OES Fire, Law En-

forcement, and Inland Re-
gion personnel are cur-
rently working with vari-
ous response agencies to
address all emergencyman-
agement, evacuation and
mutual aid needs.
Smoke from the fire was

reported as far away as San
Jose and Fort Bragg.
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STEVE SCHOONOVER — ENTERPRISE-RECORD

Paradise resident Virgil Ritter, age 67, describes his bike ride down the Skyway to flee from the Camp Fire and get to
safety in Chico on Thursday.

AMANDA HOVIK — PARADISE POST

Samantha Lowe and Tyler Lowe hold their daughter Allison with their dog in the front seat
Thursday while they wait to meet up with family in a parking lot in Chico.

BILL HUSA — ENTERPRISE-RECORD

Paradise residents try to evacuate the Camp Fire on Skyway early Thursday in Paradise.

KARL MONDON — BAY AREA NEWS GROUP

A vehicle burns on Neal Road in Paradise as a wildfire destroys neighborhoods Thursday.
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CampFire Snapshots

KARL MONDON — BAY AREA NEWS GROUP

Firefighters drive past a torched ambulance that was abandoned on Pentz Road in Paradise on Thursday.

KARL MONDON — BAY AREA NEWS GROUP

A caravan of ambulances prepares to evacuate from Paradise as a wildfire rages through
the town on Thursday.

BILL HUSA — ENTERPRISE-RECORD

A vehicle evacuating Paradise is on fire along Skyway below Tuscan Ridge Golf Course.

STEVE SCHOONOVER — ENTERPRISE-RECORD

The sun shines brightly Thursday morning on buttes near Butte College, standing out
against the black sky of the Camp Fire. A short time later smoke began flowing down the
canyons in the area.

KARL MONDON — BAY AREA NEWS GROUP

Kym Parham and Michelle Peppars were able to save their pets but they lost their home in
the Camp Fire raging through Paradise on Thursday.

C. PrebleMiles & Sally DimasTravels

Artist Reception Friday, November
9th 4:00-7:00

Gallery Hours: Tuesday - Saturday 11:00 - 4:00
Sally Dimas Art Gallery
493 East Avenue ~ Chico

345-3063
Sallydimasartgallery.com

End of year Hot Tub Blowout Sale!
Floor Models, Dent & Scratch.

SAVE $500-$5000
Special Financing event

Sale Hours
Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 10-5:30 • Saturday-Sunday 9-3

530-695-3000
www.californiahotspas.com

10409 Live oak Blvd., Live Oak, CA 95953

W

Lowest prices of the year! Crazy Deals! Fri-Sat-Sun only!
50%

off
Pool Toys

50 Lb bucket
of pool tabs
$89
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