
Staff reports

Another building has been opened up at the
Butte County Fairgrounds in Gridley to take in
the Camp Fire refugees camped in the Chico
Walmart parking lot.
The county was working Saturday to trans-

port those who needed it to the fairgrounds, an
effort that was to continue on Sunday. Small an-
imal sheltering was going to be available at the
fairgrounds starting Sunday.
Butte Regional Transit B-Line buses were be-

ing used to move people displaced by the fire
from Chico to Gridley.
However a number of people at the Walmart

camp are Chico’s regular homeless population
rather than fire evacuees. The city is working to
connect them with those who provide services
to the homeless.
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New space opened at
Gridley fairgrounds
for Walmart evacuees
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CHICO» Brother. Wife. Granddaughter. Dad. Sis-
ter. Cousin. Nephew. Grandma. Niece. Friend.
On a message board outside one of Chico’s

primary shelters for wildfire evacuees, these are
words that carry the fears and the hopes con-
suming survivors at the heart of the catastrophic
Camp Fire.
Authorities continued their work to find the

missing and the dead from a historically destruc-
tive blaze that has killed at least 76 and left more
than 1,000 people unaccounted for.
For days, volunteers at Neighborhood Church,

which runs the shelter, have been taking hun-
dreds of calls from people desperately seeking
news of family members and friends they have
not been able to locate.
The name of eachmissing person is hand-writ-

ten on a sheet of paper, and beside that is writ-
ten the name and contact number of whoever
called about them, along with a description of
the caller’s relationship to their missing loved
one. Nearly every possible family relationship is
represented.
Next to the sheets are a handful of fliers also

seeking news of people who are missing, most
with snapshots of the person being sought.
Julie and Lane Walker, who stopped by the al-

ready-full shelter because their home in Magalia
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CHICO » When President
Donald Trump rolled into
town Saturday, some Camp
Fire evacuees in Chico shel-

ters felt like they were a
world away, though they
were mere miles apart.
Trump joined Gov. Jerry

Brown and Gov.-elect Gavin
Newsom in the morning for
a tour of the devastation to
the Paradise area and a visit

to the incident base in Chico
before heading to Southern
California in the early after-
noon.
Some evacuees were

grateful for his visit. Oth-
ers were relieved they didn’t
have to shake his hand. A

few had no idea the presi-
dent was in Butte County
at all.
Paradise residentMichael

Reasons, who has been stay-
ing at the Neighborhood
Church evacuation center

CAMPFIRE

Trump visit elicits mixed response from community

Staff reports

President Donald Trump,
Gov. Jerry Brown and Gov.-
elect Gavin Newsom toured
the Camp Fire area on Sat-
urday.
Air Force One flew into

Beale Air Force Base east of
Marysville, then the pres-
ident and an entourage
boarded helicopters to fly
into to Chico. As the presi-
dent’s motorcade departed
Chico Municipal at 11:03
am., several dozen people
lined the exit of the airport.
Many waved U.S. flags and
wore masks. The motorcade
then headed up the Skyway
to Paradise at 11:15 a.m.
“This is very sad to see,”

Trump said at the Skyway
Villa Mobile Home and RV
Park. “As far as the lives are

concerned, nobody knows
quite yet. Nobody would
have ever thought this could
happen.”
The president and gover-

nor toured the burned area
with Paradise Mayor Jody
Jones. Also part of the mo-
torcade were Butte County
Sheriff Kory Honea and Par-
adise Police Chief Eric Re-
inbold.
Jones said shemet Trump

at the Chico Municipal Air-
port and they drove in sep-
arate cars on the way up the
Skyway to Paradise. While
she was not in the same car
as the president, Jones said
she managed to get in a few
words with him when he
first came off the helicopter
and again as they toured the
site.
“Mostly what he said was

how sorry he was for all of
our losses and he commit-
ted that the federal govern-
ment waswilling to help us,”

Jones told the Enterprise-
Record.
In Paradise, officials
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President Donald Trump talks to Paradise Mayor Jody Jones as he visits fire-impacted neighborhoods on Saturday in Paradise.
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President Donald Trump deplanes from Air Force One at
Beale Air Force Base near Marysville before boarding a
helicopter to come to Butte County.
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Staff reports

The Neal Road Recy-
cling and Waste Facility
has reopened to the public.
The landfill opened at

7:30 a.m. Saturday, and
will be operating on a re-
duced schedule of 7:30
a.m.-3 p.m. Monday-Sat-
urday for another week.
The Sunday closure is

due to staff shortages re-
sulting from the Camp
Fire. Regular hours are ex-
pected to resume Nov. 25.
Neal Road remains

closed just east of the land-
fill entrance.

Mail
The Forest Ranch post

office, 15517 Nopel Ave.,
has reopened with hours
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. and 1:30-4
p.m. Monday through Fri-
day. Proper identification is
required for mail pick-up.
The downtown Chico

post office, 141 W. Fifth St.,
will also be open this week-
end for customers of the
Paradise,Magalia and Stir-
ling City post offices, which
are closed due to the fire.
Themain Chico post office,
554 Vallombrosa Ave., has
mail for Butte Creek Can-
yon and the lower Skyway.
The downtown post of-

fice will be open 9 a.m.-2
p.m. today. Customers
must provide identification
in order to get their mail.
Regular hours at the

downtown Chico branch
are 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-
Friday.

Smoke
Air Quality is con-

sidered very unhealthy
this weekend, according
to the Butte County Air
Quality Management Dis-
trict. People with heart or
lung disease, older adults
and children should avoid
all physical activity out-
doors. Everyone else
should avoid prolonged

or heavy exertion.
The district also says

leaf blowers should not be
used to clear ash.
A “Check Before You

Light” advisory is in effect
through the weekend. Res-
idents are asked to refrain
from lighting wood fires
in stoves or fireplaces. The
advisory triggers amanda-
tory ban on wood fires in
the Chico city limits.

Buses
Rides on Butte Regional

Transit’s fixed route buses
are free through the end
of November. The B-Line
is providing the service to
reduce the need to walk in
the badly polluted air.
Schedules are available

at www.blinetransit.com.

Furnace filters
Royal Aire, 2530 Zanella

Way has been giving fur-
nace filters several days,
and will be doing so 9
a.m.-5 p.m. Monday and
Tuesday while supplies
last.
Service Manager Bob

Brown said the company
has given away about
3,500 so far.
That’s been helpful be-

cause Lowe’s was all but
sold out Saturday morn-
ing, and Home Depot was
very low on the MERV-8
or better types needed for
smoky conditions. Lowe’s
was expecting a new ship-
mentMonday, an employee
said.

Donations
The Chico Elks Lodge

says it is no longer accept-
ing donations of clothing,
food, blankets, toys and
so forth. Several evacua-
tion centers have said the
same thing and recom-
mend people donate to es-
tablished relief funds such
as the North Valley Com-
munity Foundation and
the American Red Cross.

CAMPFIRE

Landfill, post office
reopening, and other
Camp Fire items

burned to the ground and
they’ve run out of money,
saw a flier with two photos
of a friend Lane had known
for nearly 50 years. Desper-
ate for news, the friend’s sis-
ter put up fliers all over the
area, Julie says. But the flier
is already out of date: Ju-
lie says the sister learned
Wednesday that her brother
had died at his home.
With Lane beside her,

Julie takes out a pen. Be-
low the photos of their
long time fr iend, she
writes, “found deceased.”
Then she starts to cry.
Next to a few of the

names on the paper sheets
and f liers, others have
noted when someone has
been found. A man named
Tom Harrald has left a
note saying, “I’m OK, don’t
worry about me. I’m going
to Yuba City for a longer
stay.”
That’s the kind of mes-

sage Cheren Mullinax, who
fled the flames in Paradise
with her cat Sassers, keeps
hoping to find beside the
names of her parents, in
their 80s from Magalia.
She hasn’t been able to
reach them by phone. Mul-
linax, who is staying in the
shelter, pops out from time
to time to check the bulle-
tin board.
“I’m very concerned,”

says Mullinax adding that
official closure of much of
the fire area shuts off one
possible route to answers
about her parents. “I’m
trying to hold up. There’s
nothing you can really do
without being able to go
up and look yourself for
them. There’s really noth-
ing you can do — other
than be strong for other
people.”
It’s not just the fate of

her parents that’s trou-
bling Mullinax, she says.
“I’m really worried about
the elderly, that people
have no way of knowing if
anyone went and got them
or they went anywhere,”
she says.
One flier on the bulletin

board caught the atten-
tion of Brittney Ryan and
Jon Kelley, who are stay-
ing in the shelter after be-
ing forced out of Magalia.
There was a photo of their
neighbor, whom they’d last
seen just before the fire.
They hadn’t known if he
was safe or not until they
saw the photo. “The miss-
ing picture was concern-
ing,” Kelley said.
Clinical social worker

Genevieve Brink-Capri-
ola stopped by to check
the shelter and the bulle-
tin board hoping for in-
formation about three cli-
ents. She finds one in the
shelter. She scans the bul-
letin board for names of

the other two, but comes
up empty. “They may not
be missing, but I haven’t
heard from them and I
haven’t been able to con-
tact them,” she says.
For many, the bulletin

boards at shelters can be
the only way to find out if
a missing person is in the
shelter because for privacy
and security reasons shel-
ter staff and volunteers
can’t tell ordinary citizens
if someone has checked in
at a shelter, says Pamela
Harris, a Red Cross staffer
at a shelter at Bidwell Ju-
nior High School in Chico.
“We say, ‘Leave your con-
tact information with us
and we’ll put it up and if
that person’s here, they’ll
see it.’”
For some, the news has

been good. But for the
Walkers, memories of their
lost friend are colored by
what they heard of his last
moments. He was last seen,
Julie says, out in front of his

mobile home park, stand-
ing by the road with his
cane, hoping for a ride out.

Contact reporter Ethan
Baron at 408-920-5011.

Missing
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Lane Walker, 65, comforts his wife Julie Walker, 61, evacuees from Magalia, after they looked at the message
board for missing Camp Fire evacuees at The Neighborhood Church in Chico, on Thursday. The Walkers know
several people on the board.

Cheren Mullinax, of Paradise speaks to a reporter after looking at the message board
for missing Camp Fire evacuees at The Neighborhood Church in Chico, on Thursday.
Mullinax is searching for friends and family who have been missing since the Camp
Fire started.
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toured the fire-ravaged
mobile home and RV park
where not a single home
was left standing, Jones
said. They also took a drive
through the business dis-
trict so Trump could see it,
she said.
“He said he couldn’t be-

lieve it,” Jones said. “It
was unbelievable and that
no one ever thought some-
thing like that would ever
happen and that it was just
devastation. He was just
really blown away by how
extensive the damage was.”
At the mobile home

park, the president stopped
in front of an American
flag hanging from what
was left of a burned struc-
ture. He walked between
strewn, blackened ovens,
a metal shelf with charred
plant pots on top, and too
many burned out cars to
count.
Trump spoke brief ly

in the mobile home park,
where all 55 homes were
destroyed. He thanked law
enforcement and elected
officials.
“Jerry and I have been

speaking, and Gavin and I
have now gotten to know
each other. We’re all go-
ing to work together and
we’ll do a real job. But this
is very sad to see,” Trump
said.
“We have the greatest

people in the world look-
ing and helping,” Trump
said. “Law enforcement,
always. They never let us
down. They never let us
down.
“I don’t think we’ll have

this again to this extent,”
Trump said. “Hopefully
this is going to be the last
of these because this was a
really, really bad one. Right
now we want to take care
of the people who have
been so badly hurt. But we
have incredible people do-
ing the job.”
In response to a ques-

tion on what needs to be
done, Brown said, “What
needs to be done is being
done.”
The president visited the

ruins of the mobile home

park close to the home of
Brad Weldon, who is one of
the few holdouts in Para-
dise who fought the blaze
instead of evacuating. Se-
cret service swarmed his
property before Trump ar-
rived.
“It’s good he showed

up,” Weldon said. “Not too
many people have seen
this much devastation in
one place. He’s see hurri-
canes and tornadoes, but
fires are different. There’s
nothing left.”
“One thing that really

touched me,” said Para-
dise’s mayor, “is that he
said ‘we have to help these
people because they’re my
people.’”
She said he meant it “the

way I mean it — that we’re
all Americans.”
Jones told Trump “how

thankful we were for the
help we were getting and
what a good job I thought
FEMA was doing so far.”
The motorcade then

traveled down to Chico
and stopped at the Silver
Dollar Fairgrounds, the

base for firefighting oper-
ations.
“They’re out there fight-

ing and they’re fighting
like hell,” Trump said of
the first responders. “It’s
like total devastation.”
He described the fire as

“still going very heavily.
Very intense flame.”
“We’re looking for hun-

dreds of people right now,
literally hundreds,” Trump
said. “And hopefully that’s
going to be a good conclu-
sion, not a bad conclusion.”
FEMA Director Brock

Long told Trump, “This is
probably the worst disas-
ter that I’ve seen in my ca-
reer.”
Asked whether cli-

mate change was a fac-
tor, Trump said: “I think
you have a lot of factors.”
He turned back to forest
management. “Right now
that seems to be a very big
problem.”
Asked if the fire had

changed his mind on cli-
mate change, Trump said:
“No, no. I have a strong
opinion. I want a great cli-

mate. I think we’re going
to have that and I think
we’re going to have forests
that are really safe.”

Prelude to visit
In Paradise, about a half

dozen Paradise police offi-
cers stood along the presi-
dent’s motorcade route in
town.
“It’s definitely a morale

boost for the Paradise P.D.
that’s been working non-
stop,” said detective Gary
Vrooman, who is one of
only two Paradise police
officers that live in the
Paradise area whose home
didn’t burn down. Seven-
teen lost theirs.
Aboard Air Force One,

the White House press
pool reported that Rep.
Doug LaMalfa, R-Rich-
vale, met with reporters
on board about forest man-
agement.
“The president wants

to get something done on
this,” LaMalfa said. “We
need to be a lot more ag-
gressive.”
LaMalfa dismissed criti-

cism of the president’s ear-
lier tweet on forest man-
agement as having more to
do with its timing and pol-
itics than the substance of
the argument. He said that
forest management does
not mean clear cutting but
rather thinning and creat-
ing buffers around popu-
lated areas.
“Without forest man-

agement, things can go
wrong,” he said.
Before leaving Washing-

ton, Trump quickly talked
to reporters.
“Many more people

are missing than anyone
thought possible,” he said,
according to White House
pool reporters. “I want to
be with the firefighters and
the FEMA first respond-
ers.”
Asked about forest man-

agement practices, which
Trump criticized last
weekend, he said: “Every-
body now knows that this
is what we have to be do-
ing … It shoulda been done
many years ago.”

The president added:
“We will be talking about
forest management. I’ve
been saying that for a long
time. It should have been a
lot different situation. but
the one thing is that every-
body now knows that this
is what we have to be do-
ing, and there’s no ques-
tion about it. It should have
been done many years ago.
But I think everybody’s on
the right side. It’s a big is-
sue, it’s a big issue, a very
expensive issue, but very,
very inexpensive when you
compare it to even one of
these horrible fires. And
we’ll save a lot of lives.”

Fire concerns
Firefighters increased

containment of the Camp
Fire to 55 percent over-
night, but high winds are
expected over the week-
end.
A red flag warning was

issued by the National
Weather Service through
4 p.m. Sunday that fore-
casts 15 mph winds from
the east and northeast,
with gusts up to 50 mph
in the area of the fire.
Weather the last cou-

ple of days has been fa-
vorable. Control lines
have been built directly
on the burned area edge
and some distance away
from the fire. Those indi-
rect lines are then back-
burned when possible to
widen the barrier against
the wildfire.
As of Saturday evening,

the fire had killed 76 peo-
ple. Three firefighters have
been injured. The count of
single-family homes de-
stroyed was 9,700, with
another 191 multi-family
dwellings and 336 com-
mercial buildings. The
burned area is 149,000
acres.
Another 1,276 people are

unaccounted for, but Butte
County Sheriff Kory Honea
warned the list is imprecise
and “fluid.” It’s the result of
calls that have come in to
the Sheriff’s Office from
concerned family members
and friends.

Sixty-three of the dead
have been tentatively iden-
tified.
On Saturday, Honea

identified Lolene Rios, 56,
of Paradise, as the sixth
person to be positively
identified and have next-
of-kin notified.
Air quality is considered

very unhealthy. People with
heart or lung disease, older
adults, and children should
remain indoors and keep
activity levels low, accord-
ing to the Butte County Air
Quality Management Dis-
trict. Everyone else should
avoid all physical activity
outdoors.
There was some im-

provement Saturday in air
quality and that trend is
expected to continue, al-
though the overnight winds
could affect that outlook.

Evacuations
Portions of the Chero-

kee evacuation zone, High-
way 70 from Highway 149
north to Pentz Road, have
been reduced to an evacu-
ation warning.
Evacuation orders have

also been reduced to warn-
ings for the lower Clark
Road and Messilla Valley
evacuation zones. That in-
cludes Clark Road to Round
Valley Ranch Road, Whee-
lock Road, Messilla Valley
Road, and Pentz Road to
Messilla Valley Road.
Durham-Pentz Road,

from Highway 99 to Pentz
Road will be reduced to an
evacuation warning. Dry
Creek Road from Messilla
Valley Road remains under
an evacuation order.
The area of Cherokee

Road north from Table
Mountain Boulevard to Red
Tape Road has also been
reduced to an evacuation
warning.
All areas north of Cher-

okee Road and Red Tape
Road remain under evacua-
tion, including Louise Lane
and Condor Road.
Cherokee Road and Or-

egon Gulch Road will be
open to residents via Cher-
okee Road at Table Moun-
tain Boulevard.
Highway 32 has been re-

opened as well.

Shelters
Meanwhile, a norovi-

rus outbreak at shelters
is making evacuees sick,
and an unofficial evacu-
ation camp that grew in
the parking lot at the Chico
Walmart is expected to
close by Sunday.
The only shelters still

accepting evacuees are
at Bidwell Junior High
School in Chico and Glenn
County Fairgrounds in Or-
land. Evacuation centers at
Neighborhood Church in
Chico, Oroville Nazarene
Church and fairgrounds in
Gridley, Quincy and Yuba
City are all full, according
to Butte County.
A total of 46,031 people

have been evacuated and
983 are being sheltered in
evacuation centers.

Enterprise-Record
reporters Bianca
Quilantan, Steve
Schoonover and Risa
Johnson, Bay Area News
Group reporter Julia
Prodis Sulek and the
White House press pool
contributed to this report.
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President Donald Trump talks to FEMA Administrator Brock Long as he tours Paradise with Gov. Jerry Brown and
Paradise Mayor Jody Jones during a visit to a neighborhood impacted by the Camp Fire Saturday.
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Six official shelters were
initially established for
those forced to evacuate by
the fire. Some of them set-
tled at Walmart instead.
The parking lot then be-
came anunofficial distribu-
tion site and the campgrew.
Butwith rain in the fore-

cast this week, the county
has been working to ex-
pand indoor shelter space.
It believes there’s enough
space at the fairgrounds
to accommodate all the
fire evacuees camped at
Walmart.
“We’re going to pack

our stuff, but we’re not
sure where we’re going to
go,” said Arturo Cesena, an
evacuee from Magalia.
Cesena had been there

for about a week with his
roommate, he said. The
two had “stuck together”
through the ordeal.

There were still people
handing out masks, gift
cards and food to evacuees
Saturday evening. Cloth-
ing was still available on
a tarp in the field.
People staying in the

parking lot are not being
forced to leave, according
to a press release from the
county.
The shelter at the Glenn

County Fairgrounds in Or-
land also has space avail-
able. It has transitioned
from being being a Glenn
County operation to the
American Red Cross. The
Red Cross also took over
the shelter at the Yuba-Sut-
terFairgrounds inYubaCity
last week. The Red Cross is
operating the Butte County
shelters as well.
For current shelter and

other Camp Fire resource
information, visit the
Butte County website at
www.buttecounty.net.

Kayla Fitzgerald
contributed to this report.

Evacuees
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in Chico, said that Trump’s
visit meant “nothing” to
him. Reasons, 50, was walk-
ing around with signs for
his missing dog Saturday
afternoon.
“For me, it doesn’t make

a bit of difference,” he said.
“I know what kind of per-
son he really is.”
What those impacted by

the fire really need right
now is positivity, and to
know that they are genu-
inely cared about, Reasons
said.
“He really has a hard

time showing compas-
sion for, you know, people,”
Reasons said. “I don’t really
have a lot of respect for the
guy.”
Ambrose Reuter, a

68-year-old Paradise resi-
dent, said he didn’t vote for
Trump orHillary Clinton in
2016 because he didn’t like
either candidate, but he ap-
preciated the president pay-
ing a visit.
“It meant a lot that he

came out personally,” Re-
uter said between bites of
KFC chicken outside of the
church.
Paradise resident Laura

Owens, who described her-
self as a Trump supporter,
struggled to answer when
asked what it meant to her
that the President came out.
Owens, 46, has been staying
at the East Avenue Church
in Chico with her three
teenagers, parents and two
dogs.
The first night, they slept

in a tent outside because
the shelter was at capacity,
she said.
“I heard he was coming,

but that’s so far out of this
realm,” Owens said. “Even
though that’s amazing and
it would have been nice if he
had come here, I can’t think
about that.”
Meanwhile, Paradise

resident Joe Redfern, 72,
said he was relieved that
Trump didn’t make a stop
at the East Avenue Church.
He suggested that the visit
was purely politically moti-
vated.
“He’s only doing this be-

cause politically, he’s be-
ing forced to do it,” Red-
fern said. “I don’t think he
knows how to show empa-
thy, sympathy. I don’t know
how else to describe it, but
Donald is for Donald.”
Glenn Murray, of Chico,

held a similar opinion.Mur-
ray, 53, evacuated to the
church from Chico on Nov.
8 and even though the evac-
uation has been lifted from
east Chico, he has returned
night after night to visit
with the friends he made
there.
“He realized California

has a lot of money and a lot
of power,” he said. “He real-
ized he can’t do what he did
in Puerto Rico.”
Paradise resident Kim-

berly Comeau, age 50, who
lost her home on Clark
Road, had just a few words
about the president’s trip.
“Is he going to throw pa-

per towels at us?” she asked.

Fire command center
Around 100 Cal Fire em-

ployees anddozensofTrump
supporters waited at the Sil-
ver Dollar Fairgrounds in
the early afternoon, hop-
ing for a chance to see the
president. Reporters on the
ground sawahandful of pro-
testers outside as well.
Oroville resident Jenny

Benson, age 34, said she
thought it was important
for Trump to come out.
Benson was waiting on
Fair Road, wearing a Make
America Great Again hat,
with two friends.
“He has the best inter-

ests, I think, in mind to

come and help everybody,”
Benson said. “It’s a really
devastating thing. I know
everybody is getting polit-
ical, but I don’t think now’s
the time.”
She said she thought

there was some truth to the
president’s tweet on Nov. 10

which suggested that mis-
management of forests was
the cause of the fire and
threatened to withhold fed-
eral aid.
“He’s not compassionate

— we know that — but he’s
honest, and people don’t
like that,” Benson said.
“Maybe he realized what
he said wasn’t heartfelt and
he’s gonna come here and
help the people and thank
the first responders.”
Chico resident William

De La Vega said he hoped
the visit would lift people’s
spirits, regardless of politi-
cal affiliation. De La Vega
said he also agreed, at least
partially, with the much
discussed tweet.
“I’m hoping that it brings

unity to the people that
aren’t happy with him,” he
said.
One of the Cal Fire em-

ployees waiting for Trump
to arrive was Conner
Bridwell, a 21-year-old fire-
fighter from Siskiyou. He
hoped to shake the presi-
dent’s hand.
“Thenmy grandpawould

be kind of jealous,” Bridwell
said.
Asked about the Pres-

ident’s tweet, he said he
thought there were aspects
of forestry management
that needed to be changed.
Bridwell said that many of
their views, including on
agriculture issues, aligned
and that he was a Trump
supporter.
Darin Nelson, a medical

unit leader from Lincoln,
said that the fire damage
was something that had to
be seen in person to fully
grasp the severity of it.
“Everything the citizens

are going through is just
unfathomable,” Nelson said.
“To know that we have the
support of our leaders and
that they want to help get
the communities to rebuild,
that would be great.”
Nelson said that overall,

he thought Trump was tak-
ing the country in the right
direction. He also suggested
that some changes to for-
estry management may be
needed, to account for fac-
tors like climate change.
“Just because we’ve been

doing something for 50, 60
years doesn’t mean it’s the
right thing to do,” Nelson
said.
The president took a dif-

ferent exit, missing the
crowd of waiting firefight-
ers. Several Cal Fire employ-
ees were less than enthused
when asked about the pres-
ident’s visit but wouldn’t
speak on the record about
their opinions.

Contact reporter Risa
Johnson at 530-896-7763.
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Michael Reasons, of Paradise, is an evacuee staying at
the Neighborhood Church in Chico.

Caroline Pryor, of Magalia, pets her dog, Max, in the East
Avenue Church evacuation center.

PHOTOS BY CARIN DORGHALLI — ENTERPRISE-RECORD

East Avenue Church is one of several evacuation centers throughout Chico.

Patty Saunders, of Paradise, rests in a chair in the East
Avenue Church evacuation center. She said her home
burned down in the Camp Fire.

be a dad today.
Take time to

v i s i t w w w. f a t h e r h o o d . g o v

By LisaMascaro
andKevin Freking
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON» Democrats
won themajority. Now they
just need a speaker of the
House.
The standoff over Nancy

Pelosi’s bid to regain the
gavel intensified as Dem-
ocrats left Washington for
the Thanksgiving break in
what has turned out to be
an unsettling finish to an
otherwise triumphantweek
that saw them welcome a
historic class of newcomers
to Capitol Hill and prepare
to take control fromRepub-
licans.
PresidentDonald Trump

is jumping in to offer some
help, saying Saturday that
he could “perform a won-
derful service” by round-
ing up Republican votes for
Pelosi’s candidacy. Trump
says he genuinely likes Pe-
losi and looks forward to
working with her, but it’s
an almost unheard of prop-
osition for the party that re-
liedon theCaliforniaDemo-
crat as a chief villain on the
campaign trail.
“I would help Nancy Pe-

losi if sheneeds somevotes,”
Trump told reporters as he
left the White House for a
trip to survey the devas-
tation from the California
wildfires. “I like her, can
you believe it? I like Nancy
Pelosi. She’s tough and she’s

smart, but she deserves to
be speaker, andnow they’re
playing gameswithher, just
like they’ll be playing with
me.”
Pelosi, who was the first

woman to become speaker
and served from 2007 to
2011, was certain that she
will hold that post again.
Last week she dismissed a
suggestion that she could
rely on Republican support
to help amass the House
majority needed in Janu-
ary when Democrats take
control of the chamber af-
ter thismonth’s election vic-
tory.
“Oh, please, no, never,

never, never,” she said.
Trump went so far Sat-

urday to tweet the name
of one Republican con-
gressman, Rep. Tom Reed
of New York, who has said
he could be open to back-
ing Pelosi if she commit-
ted to changes that would
shift some power from the
House leadership. Reed is
a part of the Problem Solv-
ers Caucus, whose mem-
bers have broached the
idea as a show of bipar-
tisanship to help reform
Congress. Reed welcomed
Trump’s tweet Saturday
even though GOP lawmak-
ers considering endorsing
Pelosi would open them-
selves up criticism in their
2020 re-election bids for
daring to support some-
one their base has reviled.

POLITICS

Trump jumps in to
offer aid to Democrat
Pelosi’s speaker bid

Ken Kupstas, of Magalia, talks about his feelings toward
President Trump’s visit on Saturday.

109 Table Mountain Blvd.
Oroville, CA 95965
(530) 533-9655

tabletoprestaurantandcatering.com

Breakfast only 6-10 a.m
Holidays/weekends excluded

COUPON
Buy 1 meal and
get 1 for 1/2 off*
regular menu items

with coupon.
*Of equal or lesser value
Not applicable to weekend

specials.

TRY THEM &
BELIEVE
2 WEEK FREE TRIAL

676 East 1st Ave. Suite 12, Chico, CA 95926
530-893-4327 www.UpstateHearing.com

Ian Marek Mishler
Hearing Aid Disp. Lic. #HA-8131

FREE Hearing screening and FREE 2 week risk free trial.
Call us TODAY to schedule your complimentary evaluation.

Ian Mishler is a Licensed Hearing Aid Dispenser
in our Chico and Red Bluff offices. He specializes
in fitting and adjusting hearing instruments using
the most current best practice methods available.
He performs thorough hearing evaluations and
hearing aid maintenance. He especially enjoys
the experience of counseling and coaching
patients on any hearing aid related obstacles.
Ian also participates in various community
services within the Chico area. Ian enjoys
spending time with his wife and 3 children,
playing guitar and bass, and barbecuing.
When asked why he loves what he does, Ian
says, “I love improving a patient’s quality of life.
To see my patient’s improved ability to interact
with family and loved ones makes it all worth it.”

Open: Monday- Saturday
8:00 to 5:00

2300 Esplandae
Chico, CA

530-895-8473

$10.00 OFF
Brake Service
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“Nobody would have ever thought this could hap-
pen,” President Donald Trump said while touring
the Camp Fire devastation on Saturday.
That’s not true. The Camp Fire

was inevitable. It is the event that
so many dreaded for so long.
People prepared. Fire pre-

vention officials planned. They
drilled. They worked with home-
owners. They invented fire-safe
councils and Fire on the Ridge
and sent fire prevention officials
to schools via a program called
Fire Pals. They raised money to
keep fire lookouts open when the
state said it wouldn’t.
Eventually, geography and to-

pography proved to be the trap ev-
eryone thought it was.
Paradise and Magalia sit on top

of a pine-studded ridge between
several canyons. There are very
few subdivisions. Instead, homes
are built one at a time and tucked
into trees. Fly over the area in a
helicopter and those trees stand
like matchsticks surrounding
well-hidden homes.
Most cities have grass. Para-

dise’s predominant ground cov-
ering is pine needles — extremely
flammable pine needles.
It wasn’t a well-planned city,

but rather a village that grew into
a city. The grid pattern of Para-
dise’s roads is haphazard. There
are few arterials. Instead, there
are two-lane roads without much
connectivity. When people tried to
evacuate in a flash, those bottle-
necks were pronounced. Several
people died in their cars, trapped
by gridlock.
The large roads leading out of

town aren’t large. Only Skyway is
two lanes in both directions. Two
summers ago, the town decided
to turn Skyway from four lanes
to two in the downtown area to
“calm” traffic and make things
more quaint. That couldn’t have
helped the escape.
Clark, Pentz and Neal are rural

roads, one lane in each direction.
The town, in a lesson from the
2008 Humboldt Fire, learned that
all lanes on Skyway, Clark and
Pentz should be used for downhill
traffic out of town in an evacua-
tion. That’s what was done Nov. 8.
It had to help, and still there was
unprecedented loss of life.
The area around Paradise and

Magalia burns every summer.
Sometimes homes are destroyed.
Usually, aggressive firefighting
saves a disaster — and the town
would again breathe a collective
sigh of relief over escaping the big
one.

People always warned it was
coming. That’s why Congressman
Wally Herger, Supervisor Kim Ya-
maguchi and others fought so
hard early this century for the up-
per ridge escape route through
Butte Meadows. The government
purse strings were only loosened
when enough politicians became
convinced, after years of hammer-
ing by our local representatives
that this was a disaster waiting to
happen. The upper ridge escape
route helped last week. Again, it
wasn’t enough.
There were overt signs. Larry

Mitchell, a retired former Para-
dise Post and Enterprise-Record
reporter, recalls when a new fire
chief was hired in the 1980s with
strong credentials. He was imme-
diately concerned about the fire
danger. He took Mitchell on a tour
of places that he said were espe-
cially dangerous. “He showed me
places along the canyon edges
where there were ravines full of
brush and talked about how the
fire could rush up them, like a
chimney,” Mitchell wrote to us
this week.
The chief lasted a short time.

He didn’t want to be fire chief
of a town that could explode in
flames.
With hounding, some residents

did an excellent job of creating
what firefighters call “defensive
space” around their homes. Oth-
ers weren’t about to touch their
pines. And they didn’t like anyone
else doing it either. When PG&E
went into Paradise earlier this
year to cut trees that were near
power lines, people complained.
Pines were the very reason many
people move to Paradise. They ac-
cepted the danger, despite warn-
ings from so many people.
There are countless stories

in our archives like this head-
line from 2003: “Firestorms not
a matter of if, but when.” It’s not
like our headline writer was pre-
scient. That’s what everybody
says up here, every year.
And it finally happened.
Now what? Paradise needs

to decide how it will rebuild.
The maze of streets doesn’t look
so charming. The city’s forest
doesn’t seem so quaint. The two-
lane Skyway downtown looks
like a trap.
Paradise will come back, but

it can’t be what it once was. It
shouldn’t be.

Editorial

This is the fire
we were all
warned about

Chico evacuation center
could help more people
I have been volunteering

at the Neighborhood Church
since early last Thursday.
Early on the shelter was feed-
ing 500-plus every meal. As
people found family the num-
bers reduced to around 250-
300.
Yesterday the Red Cross

ran off all the people who
were sleeping in their cars.
The dinner count dropped
to 150. They are also not let-
ting any new people into the
shelter. Meanwhile, there are
1,000 evacuees living in the
Walmart parking lot.
There are more Red Cross

people from throughout
the United States standing
around with clipboards than
there are evacuees at the shel-
ter. I am just frustrated be-
cause so many people need
help and it just seems like the
Red Cross has lost their com-
passion and has become a
government bureaucracy.

— Eric Moxon, Chico

Those far away have
heavy hearts for us
The below note was from

a friend’s Facebook page. She
lives over a hundred miles
away and reflects her empathy
for our community.
“This afternoon I was in

Clayton, in the Mt. Diablo
foothills. I was observing the
heavy, dusty gray cloud that
was hanging eerily over the
mountain. It hit me that I
wasn’t just seeing particles of
dust from the big leaf maples
and foothill pines that were
being consumed by the Camp
Fire 150 miles north. I real-
ized that every endlessly fall-
ing flake of ash was all that
was left of someone’s life —
an actual piece of what our
neighbors to the north have

lost. A stark reminder that
people so close to us are in de-
spair. By now, the whole coun-
try has seen the inferno that
is the deadliest fire in Califor-
nia’s history.
“When we look at the sky,

we see showers — but not of
much-needed rain, of pow-
dery ash. Tiny remnants of
their world silently falling
on our windshields, which
we nonchalantly wipe away.
The small town nestled in the
foothills has been almost com-
pletely incinerated and what
once was Paradise is now be-
ing carried out into the Pa-
cific by the wind. I took in
the smoke and I could taste
the tears these suffering peo-
ple are shedding. I find myself
wishing I could somehow rec-
reate something — anything
— out of these gray flakes so
I could return to a broken-
hearted neighbor a single lost
piece of their lives, be it ever
so small. But I can’t.”

— Bob Callery, Chico

Careless driver breaks
hearts of a family
So, Mr. Henshaw Ave.

Speeder, you made it from
Guynn to Alamo in a flash.
Caught a glimpse of a cat out
of the corner of your eye, but,
what the hey, it was just a cat.
In your carelessness, you

snuffed out the life of a much-
loved innocent little kitty. His
name was Mishmish, an in-
credibly handsome, orange
and white male with a lux-
urious coat and a fluffy tail.
Sweet and friendly to all, he
was liked by everyone in the
neighborhood.
His family — parents and

four kids — is devastated. He
was their first-ever pet and
had quickly become their dar-
ling. You could have been
careful, but you weren’t. You
continued on your careless

way and left behind more
than just little Mishmish
bleeding in the street; You left
behind a multitude of broken
hearts.

—Michael Herman, Chico

Knee-jerk reactions on
Trump aren’t helping
As usual, the knee-jerk

Donald Trump haters are low-
information empty cannons.
A recent E-R letter by Dave
Schwartz is merely an exam-
ple. Schwartz seems to be as
easily hooked by a Trump
tweet as he and others are a
Maxine Waters or Nancy Pe-
losi outburst and falsehood.
For instance, writers decry-

ing Trump’s tweet about no
dollars for California’s fire di-
sasters. Of course there will
be federal assistance, just as
there is in instances of hur-
ricane and earthquake disas-
ters. Here is a quote from the
Sacramento CBS TV affiliate
just a day after the fire in Par-
adise erupted. “The federal
government has granted Cal-
ifornia emergency funds to
assist agencies battling the
Camp Fire in Butte County. …
The grant, which is provided
through the President’s Disas-
ter Relief Fund, will assist lo-
cal, state and tribal agencies
responding to the fire to apply
for 75 percent reimbursement
of their eligible fire suppres-
sion costs.”
FEMA is already “on the

ground” in Butte County.
And, just as I am writing

this response (early Monday),
it has been broadcast that the
president has issued a “major
disaster declaration” for Cal-
ifornia. Never mind that Gov.
Jerry Brown did not request
this declaration until Sunday.
“Nonsense” such as writ-

ten in Schwartz’s letter is not
helpful at all.

— Tom Neill, Chico

Your opinions

Cartoonist’s take

Gavin Newson will not be-
gin his governorship in January
with a budget deficit, but never-

theless, Gov. Jerry
Brown will leave
him a stack of
knotty managerial
and policy issues
that cannot be ig-
nored.
The two most

obvious are
Brown’s two pet

public works projects, twin tun-
nels to carry water beneath the
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta
and a north-south bullet train.
While Brown portrays them

as vital to California’s future,
Newsom has blown hot and cold
on both, reflecting their high
costs and highly controversial
nature. But at some point — and
probably very early in his gover-
norship — he must declare go or
no-go on both.
The tunnels are being pushed

by Southern California water
agencies, hoping that bypass-
ing the ecologically fragile Delta
would allow larger, or at least
more reliable, water deliveries

southward via the California Aq-
ueduct.
But Newsom is from San

Francisco and the tunnels are
very unpopular among Northern
California environmentalists —
an important Democratic Party
constituency — who see them as
a water grab that will doom the
Delta.
An initial segment of track is

being laid for the bullet train in
the San Joaquin Valley but for
the project to begin actually car-
rying passengers it would need
to connect to a major metropol-
itan area.
Current plans call for a con-

nection to San Jose, which then
would allow passengers to flow
southward from San Francisco
via Caltrain service on the San
Francisco Peninsula. But the
connection’s costs are immense
and Brown’s High-Speed Rail
Authority has been unable to
identify a source of financing.
Brown’s departure two

months hence will doubtless
leave two managerial messes
still simmering — a service
meltdown in the Department

of Motor Vehicles compounded
by allegations of corruption
among DMV clerks, and allega-
tions that the California Depart-
ment of Corrections and Reha-
bilitation (CDCR) has been falsi-
fying reports on psychiatric care
of inmates mandated by federal
courts.
Brown resisted efforts in the

Legislature to require the DMV’s
long wait times and voter reg-
istration errors to be probed by
the state auditor’s office. But
pressure for an audit will crank
up again when the Legisla-
ture returns to Sacramento, es-
pecially with new revelations
about clerks taking bribes to
give driver’s licenses to appli-
cants that flunked tests.
The prison scandal is play-

ing out in federal court, cen-

tered on a “lengthy, detailed re-
port” by the department’s chief
psychiatrist, Dr. Michael Gold-
ing, alleging falsified reports on
the treatment of mentally ill in-
mates.
“CDCR has a broken system

of care because information is
not accurately reported upon,
and reliable, commonsensical
action has not been taken,” the
161-page report from Golding,
released by a federal judge, says.
“I have documented that pa-

tients are not getting to appoint-
ments on schedule and in confi-
dential spaces, that appropriate
consultation is not occurring,
and worse, appropriate medical
decision-making by psychiatric
physicians has been overridden.
I have documented that CDCR
has prevented errors from be-

ing fixed, and worse, CDCR has
not allowed anyone to know that
there has been inaccurate re-
porting to the courts and to our
leadership.”
The Golding report under-

mines what Brown has por-
trayed as successful responses
to federal court orders to reduce
prison overcrowding and im-
prove inmate care. A shift of fel-
ons into local jails and proba-
tion is also being criticized by
some law enforcement officials,
who say it increases criminal ac-
tivity.
Where the prison situation

could lead is still very uncertain,
but no matter what happens in
court it will land on Newsom’s
desk. And it’s just one of the left-
overs he will find there.

Dan Walters has been a
journalist for nearly 57 years,
many as a columnist with the
Sacramento Bee. CALmatters
is a nonprofit journalism
venture focused on engaging
Californians in how their state
government works and why it
matters.

CALmatters

Newsom taking over will find stack of Brown’s leftovers
Newsom is fromSanFrancisco and
the tunnels are very unpopular among
Northern California environmentalists
who see themas awater grab thatwill
doom theDelta.
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Walters
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I remember as a child sitting
on the back porch at Grandma’s
house, watching smoke billow

above the rim of
Butte Creek Can-
yon, wonder-
ing just when we
should evacuate.
This was before

reverse 9-1-1 calls,
before an emer-
gency broadcast
system, before

Twitter and Facebook. Before
computers even. We didn’t even
have a television because there
was no reception in the canyon
anyway. So you had to be self-
sufficient and decide for your-
self when it was time to escape.
The canyon dodged many

bullets over the years.
There was no dodging the

Camp Fire.
Firefighters were spread thin

on a fast-moving fire. They
weren’t firefighters at first, not
in that descriptive sense of the
job title. They were rescuers,

just trying to get people out
alive. There were precious few
resources left for the canyon by
the time the fire swept in.
Two days after the blaze

swept through, the canyon was
still smoldering. Power lines
were on the roadway. Power
poles burned until they fell.
Trees were still on fire. Old
homes that I knew from my
childhood were gone. Some
were miraculously spared for
no apparent reason.
I drove through with Bay

Area News Group photographer
Karl Mondon to get photos and
video for our ongoing cover-
age. I only cried three times. I
thought I did pretty well.
Where the Honey Run Cov-

ered Bridge stood for 132 years,
there was a heap of metal sid-
ing and burned wood form-
ing a dam in the creek. Mon-
don and I were all alone, until
Rep. Doug LaMalfa appeared
out of the smoke. LaMalfa just
looked at the bridge and shook

his head.
There is no other reaction.
We saw just one canyon res-

ident. He was standing in his
driveway. No residents have
been allowed back in, so I
knew he had been there the en-
tire time. I asked him why he
stayed.
“Like everybody else up here,

I’m underinsured,” he said.
When his insurance company
reduced coverage years ago be-
cause of the fire danger, he con-
sulted with Cal Fire and cre-
ated what firefighters call “de-
fensible space.”
He removed fire-hazard trees

hanging near the house, grew
lawn, eliminated dry brush and
bought a generator to run the
sprinklers for when the even-
tual fires came. And Nov. 8 it
came, a storm that he said was
shooting hot embers sideways
in the air.
All around him were burned

homes as the man told the har-
rowing story. Behind him was

his green lawn, his dogs yip-
ping at the two strangers on
the property — and a house,
untouched by fire.
The homes still standing

mostly had that defensible
space. The ones that burned
were often tucked back into
shady oaks that provided re-
spite from the canyon’s sum-
mer heat but fuel for a Novem-
ber fire.
Not many people have lawn

in the rural country setting,
but several who do were wise
enough to park vehicles or RVs
in the middle of the lawn be-
fore they evacuated. Those ve-
hicles were fine.
In many other places, there

were reminders of the ran-
dom nature of the fire. Near the
old mining community of Di-
amondville, a beautiful classic
car and a pickup were parked
in dry grass. Somehow the dry
grass didn’t catch fire. The ve-
hicles were fine.
Two hundred yards away was

a home burned to the founda-
tion.
We drove to Grandma’s

house, the place where I grew
up. It stood untouched. Then
we went to my brother’s home.
The fire burned his guest cot-
tage, a trailer and a lawnmower
all to nothing. The lawn and
ivy were scorched as the fire
traveled up to his back porch
— and then for some reason,
stopped. The house was still
standing.
My brother died 12 years

ago. His partner still lives there
and had no idea for 48 hours
whether his home was still
there.
I don’t know why the fire

stopped right there at the
back door. I’d like to think my
brother had something to do
with it.

Editor David Little’s column
appears each Sunday. Contact
him at 896-7793 or dlittle@
chicoer.com.

Editor's Notes

Canyon can’t dodge this bullet

Cartoonist’s take

So now Michelle Obama fi-
nally tells her truth.
There has always been

about her a
sense that she
did, indeed,
have a truth of
her own and
that it was, if
not at odds with
the one her hus-
band expressed
with high-flown

eloquence, more real and
more rooted, as befits a girl
from the South Side of Chi-
cago. “You wait till Barack
gets out of office,” some of us
said, “Michelle’s going to tell
it like it is.”
Now that moment arrives.

Obama calls her memoir “Be-
coming,” and the title de-
serves a moment of contem-
plation. Not just because it’s
elegant and simple, but also
because it’s a tacit acknowl-
edgment that making oneself
a fully human being, form-
ing a more perfect person, as
it were, is a process with no
finish line. We are all, always,
becoming.
Here, then, is the former

first lady’s report on where
that process stands with her,
54 years after she was born
to Fraser and Marian Rob-
inson, who raised her in a
cramped apartment on Eu-
clid Avenue. It is a story of a
father’s slow decline from MS
and his stubborn refusal to
submit, of going to Harvard,
of landing the prestigious
job, of meeting the brilliant
law student who was always
late to everything, of winding
up with a backstage pass to
the presidency.
And yes, it is the story of

how white Republicans, un-
able to countenance the idea
of a black family in the White
House, yet unable to say that

forthrightly, dubbed her “an-
gry,” called her a man, called
her a terrorist, remarked on
her backside. She recalls a
chyron on Fox “News” that
referred to her as “Obama’s
Baby Mama … implying an
otherness that put me outside
even my own marriage.”
It hurt, she admits. It an-

gered and exhausted her, too.
But for those who were frus-
trated with her husband’s
willful diffidence, his re-
fusal to fight back as Republi-
cans unloaded upon him and
her every bit of racial code in
their arsenal, Michelle has a
reminder. “I felt emotions that
perhaps Barack couldn’t af-
ford to feel.”
She’s probably right, though

that does little to ease the
frustration of having watched
the man repeatedly smile and
reach out to people who had
just spat on him. One thinks
of Jackie Robinson. Inwardly,
he seethed over the “image
of the patient black freak I
was supposed to create.” Out-
wardly, he played ball.
We don’t know — probably

never will — if Barack Obama
did the same, seething on the
inside, dutifully playing ball
on the outside. So the first la-
dy’s truth will have to suffice.
Which is that, yes, she saw
what they were doing. Then
she did what she had to do,
advocating for kids in forgot-
ten places, pushing food mak-
ers for healthier choices, rep-
resenting her country on state
visits and smiling for photos
“with people who call my hus-
band horrible names on na-
tional television, but still want
a framed keepsake for their
mantel.”
On election night, when it

began to look like America
would choose hate and mi-
sogyny to replace “hope and
change,” she went to bed early
because she “wanted to not
know that fact for as long as I
possibly could.”
“Bear with me here,” she

writes, as if in apology for
the inability to provide a
happy ending, “because this
doesn’t necessarily get easier.
It would be one thing if Amer-
ica were a simple place with a
simple story. If I could narrate
my part in it only through the
lens of what was orderly and
sweet. If there were no steps
backward. And if every sad-
ness, when it came, turned
out at least to be redemptive
in the end.
“But that’s not America,

and it’s not me, either. I’m not
going to try to bend this into
any kind of perfect shape.”
So we make do with the im-

perfect shape instead. Be-
cause it’s not just that Mi-
chelle Obama is still becom-
ing.
America is, too.

Leonard Pitts is a columnist
for The Miami Herald.
Readers may contact him
via e-mail at lpitts@
miamiherald.com. His
column appears each Sunday.
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Former first lady
Michelle Obama
tells her truth

It hurt, she
admits. It
angered and
exhausted
her, too. But
for those
whowere
frustrated
with her
husband’s
willful
diffidence,
his refusal to
fight back as
Republicans
unloaded
upon himand
her every bit of
racial code in
their arsenal,
Michelle has
a reminder. “I
felt emotions
that perhaps
Barack
couldn’t afford
to feel.”

The world’s oldest political
party has developed an aversion
to discretion.

The Democratic
Party is manacled
to an over-caffein-
ated base that be-
lieves that deft
government can
deliver parity of
status to everyone
while microman-
aging the econo-

my’s health care sector, which
is larger than all but three other
foreign nations’ economies. In-
conveniently, the party must
appeal to voters who, living in
dread of their next interaction
with the department of motor
vehicles, yearn only for govern-
mental adequacy.
Which is why John Delaney,

who is ending a three-term ten-
ure as a Democratic congress-
man from Maryland, is seeking
his party’s presidential nomina-
tion. His quest will test whether
Democrats’ detestation of Don-
ald Trump is stronger than their
enthusiasm for identity politics:
A white male businessman, Del-
aney comes to bat with three
strikes against him.
Suppose, however, Democrats

are more interested in scrub-
bing the current presidential
stain from public life than they
are in virtue-signaling and col-
onizing the far shores of lef-
twingery. Delaney is much more
than an example of the If-Don-
ald Trump-Can-Be-Elected-
So-Can- My-Cocker-Spaniel re-
sponse to 2016.
His grandparents, he says,

“made pencils and worked the
docks.” He did not become
wealthy, as today’s businessman-
turned-president did, through a
father’s largesse supplemented
by tax chicanery. Neither of Del-
aney’s parents went to college.
His father was a 60-year mem-
ber of the International Broth-
erhood of Electrical Workers.
An IBEW scholarship, and sup-

port from the American Legion,
VFW and Lion’s Club, helped
Delaney through Columbia Uni-
versity. After Georgetown Law
School, where he met his wife,
he founded a financial company
and became the youngest-ever
CEO on the New York Stock Ex-
change. His next company in-
vests in small and midsize com-
panies. In 2017, Fortune mag-
azine included him among the
“World’s 50 Greatest Leaders.”
Solidly built and impeccably

tailored, Delaney, 55, is a Demo-
crat who believes in what he has
lived: upward mobility, with as-
sistance. He recognizes the ob-
vious, that globalization has
been “extraordinarily positive”
for billions more people than it
has injured, but its American
casualties are real and deserve
government help. He speaks
with the calm confidence of one
who understands, as the man he
hopes to displace does not, that
the lungs are not the seat of wis-
dom. He checks various boxes
that might mollify all but the
most fastidious progressives:
He likes early childhood educa-
tion, a carbon tax, a $15 mini-
mum wage and extending the
Social Security tax to higher in-
comes. He dislikes the NRA,
the Supreme Court’s Citizens
United decision, high interest
rates on student loans and “out-
rageous” drug prices. He would
achieve “universal” health care
by offering Medicaid for all, and
for those who choose to opt for
private programs, as he thinks
most people would, there would
be federal subsidies for those
who need them.
He says “the screaming top

headline” from the midterm
elections was that moderate
Democrats won. Few not occu-
pying safe seats won while hol-
lering “Single payer healthcare!”
and “Abolish ICE!” and “Im-
peachment!”
It is Delaney’s persona —

think of a Joe Biden 20 years

younger and half as prolix —
that will distinguish him and
seem either pleasingly adult or
insufficiently carbonated when
the prancing ponies from the
U.S. Senate come cantering into
Iowa. If the nomination scram-
ble is a decibel competition, Del-
aney will lose — and the win-
ning Democrat probably will
lose in the November 2020 ren-
dezvous with him who special-
izes in loud.
Delaney illustrates the reason

for tolerating what Iowa consid-
ers a Mandate of Heaven — its
entitlement to begin the nom-
ination process. Iowans are so
thin on the ground that relent-
less retail politicking can give a
dark horse candidate a fighting
chance against the ponies who,
being senators and hence barely
employed, have ample time to
flit around the country raising
money and their pretty profiles
before coming to where the tall
corn grows. Delaney, who is not
neglecting New Hampshire, has
been tilling Iowa’s political soil
as an announced candidate for
more than 475 days, and long
since exceeded 50 percent name
recognition among Democratic
Iowans. He has visited all 99
counties with more than 440
days remaining before the 2020
caucuses.
In the 10 presidential cycles

since Jimmy Carter’s 1976 win
in Iowa made the caucuses im-
portant, six Democrats have
won competitive caucuses and
then their party’s nomination:
President Carter (defeating Ted
Kennedy) in 1980, Walter Mon-
dale in 1984, Al Gore in 2000,
John Kerry in 2004, Barack
Obama in 2008, Hillary Clinton
in 2016. Delaney in 2020? Dem-
ocrats could do much worse.
They generally do, and probably
will. As in 2016, Trump is count-
ing on it.

George Will’s email address is
georgewill@washpost.com.
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