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A manhunt continued
Wednesday night for the sus-
pect wanted in the shooting
death of a Newman Police De-
partment corporal during a
traffic stop, authorities said.
“We don’t know where (the

suspect) is,” Tom Letras,
spokesman for the Stanislaus
County Sheriff’s Department,
said Wednesday afternoon after
announcing the truck the sus-
pect was driving at the time of
the shooting was found at a
mobile home park in the 26000
block of River Road, about 4.5
miles northeast of the shooting
scene. “We’re working out-
wards from here.”
Just before 1 a.m. Wednesday,

Cpl. Ronil Singh, 33, called in a
traffic stop at Merced Street and
Eucalyptus Avenue in east New-
man. Three minutes later, there
was a report of “shots fired.”
The corporal’s partner, who

was patrolling nearby, was first
on scene and found Singh suf-
fering from gunshot wounds,
said a spokesman for the Stanis-
laus County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, which is leading the in-
vestigation. Singh was taken to
a nearby hospital, where he was
pronounced dead.
Singh, who lives in Modesto,

is survived by his wife, Anami-
ka, their 5-month-old son, his
parents and a brother.
A “blue alert” issued by the

California Highway Patrol de-
scribed the suspect as heavy set
with black hair, last seen wear-
ing a black jacket with white
Ecko brand patches on the
shoulders, a black shirt, a silver
neck chain and black shoes.
“Our Newman Police family

is devastated by the loss of
Ronil,” said Newman Police
Chief Randy Richardson in a
release.
It appears the shooting took

place in front of a small, single-
story apartment complex on
Merced Street. Across the street
is a utility station on one side of
Eucalyptus and a home on the
other.
Stanislaus County Sheriff’s

Department spokesman Deputy

Manhunt underway for
suspect in officer killing

DEKE FARROW jfarrow@modbee.com

A Newman police officer, Ronil Singh, was fatally shot early Wednesday morning while conducting a traffic stop on Merced Street at
Eucalyptus Avenue. Above, evidence is photographed in front of Singh’s vehicle, which remains where he parked it for the traffic stop.

Newman PD
corporal shot
at traffic stop;
truck found

BY DEKE FARROW
jfarrow@modbee.com

SEE MANHUNT, 6A

AL-ASAD AIRBASE, IRAQ
In an unannounced trip to

Iraq on Wednesday, President
Donald Trump staunchly de-
fended his decision to withdraw
U.S. forces from neighboring
Syria despite a drumbeat of
criticism from military officials
and allies who don’t think the
job fighting Islamic State mil-

itants there is over.
Trump, making his first presi-

dential visit to troops in a trou-
bled region, said it’s because
the U.S. military had all but
eliminated IS-controlled territo-
ry in both Iraq and Syria that he
decided to withdraw 2,000
forces from Syria. He said the
decision to leave Syria showed
America’s renewed stature on
the world stage and his quest to
put “America first.”
“We’re no longer the suckers,

folks,” Trump told U.S. serv-
icemen and women at al-Asad
Airbase in western Iraq, about
100 miles west of Baghdad.
“We’re respected again as a
nation.”
The decision to pull U.S.

forces from Syria, however,
stunned national security ad-
visers and U.S. allies and
prompted the resignations of
Defense Secretary Jim Mattis,

Trump makes surprise day-after-Christmas
visit to troops in Iraq, defends Syria pullout
BY DARLENE SUPERVILLE
Associated Press

ANDREW HARNIK AP

President Trump and first lady Melania Trump visit with members of
the military Wednesday at a dining hall at Al Asad Air Base, Iraq.SEE TRUMP, 2A

NEWMAN
Friendly, outgoing and an

adventurer.
That was how some described

Newman Police Department
Cpl. Ronil Singh, who was shot
and killed during a traffic stop
early Wednesday morning.
Singh had been “working

overtime on Christmas night to
provide the best for his family,”
an uncle, Ugesh Yogi Singh,
said in a Facebook tribute, re-
ferring to the slain officer as
“my adventurous nephew” and
“my family’s action hero.”
A resident of northeast Mo-

desto, Singh is survived by his
wife, Anamika, and their 5-
month-old son.
Singh was making a traffic

stop in east Newman at about 1
a.m. Wednesday when he was
gunned down by the driver of a
pickup, who fled the scene and
remains at large.
“Our Newman Police family

is devastated by the loss of
Ronil,” said Newman Police
Chief Randy Richardson in a
release.
Gov. Jerry Brown directed

that flags be flown at half-staff
at the Capitol in Sacramento in
honor of Singh.
“He was super friendly and

outgoing,” said Sgt. Tom Letras,
a spokesman with the Stanislaus

County Sheriff’s Department
who had crossed paths many
times with the slain corporal.
Singh, a native of Fiji, studied

criminal justice at Modesto

Junior College in 2005 and
began working at the Newman
agency in 2011. He previously

Slain Newman officer,
‘a good man,’ lived in
Modesto with wife, son
BY GARTH STAPLEY
gstapley@modbee.com

TUOLUMNE COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPT. Tuolumne County Sheriff's Dept.

Newman Police Cpl. Ronil Singh was killed early Wednesday morning
during a traffic stop in Newman.

SEE SLAIN OFFICER, 6A
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where several media out-
lets, including some from
the Bay Area, Sacramento,
Salinas and Fresno con-
verged late Wednesday
afternoon.
“There’s lots of poten-

tial evidence,” Letras said.
“Fingerprints, DNA, gun-
shot residue and physical
evidence. We’ll be pro-
cessing the truck to get
any evidence to help in
the prosecution.”
Law enforcement agen-

cies within Stanislaus
County responded to the
shooting and were involved
in the search for the killer.
Merced County sheriff’s
deputies also responded,
Deputy Singh said.
A “snare” was set up

around the city following
the shooting, and deputies
and officers searched
neighborhoods, as well as
other parts of the county. A
snare blocks main routes in
and out of a crime scene,
Deputy Singh said, adding
that Newman fortunately
has few of them.
At one point, Highway

33 at Stuhr Road was
blocked by three Stanis-
laus sheriff’s vehicles.
There also was a strong
law enforcement presence
seen along Hills Ferry and
River roads, near where
the Dodge Ram would
eventually be found.

Royjindar Singh (no rela-
tion to the Newman cor-
poral) said it appeared
Cpl. Singh’s vehicle was
positioned as it should
have been during a typical
traffic stop, several feet
away from the curb. In-
formation was not avail-
able on the circumstances
of the shooting, including
whether the corporal was
able to draw his weapon
and exchange gunfire.
Cpl. Singh’s K-9 partner,

Sam, was in his vehicle at
the time of the shooting
and was not hurt, Deputy
Singh said. Sam was con-
fined, so he could not come
to the corporal’s aid.
The suspect apparently

fled the scene in a silver,
extended-cab Dodge Ram
1500 pickup, which was
seen in the area at the time
of the shooting. There were
paper plates on the vehicle,
which read “AR Auto.”
Working off several tips

from the public, that vehi-
cle was discovered about
13 hours after the shooting
at a River Road mobile
home park just south of
Azevedo Road, where law
enforcement officers were
serving a search warrant.
Letras confirmed the

pickup was the one driven
by the suspect. Crime
scene tape was seen inside
the mobile home park,

At the Newman Police
Department on Main
Street, flags flew at half
staff and a vase holding
flags and flowers sat next
to a memorial in front of
the flagpole.
Before coming to New-

man in 2011, Singh worked
as a reserve with the
Merced County Sheriff’s
Department in 2010 and
worked for the Turlock
Police Department from
2006 to 2010, according to
his Facebook page.
“The Turlock Police

Department mourns the
loss of Corporal Ronil
Singh of the Newman
Police Department,” said
Chief Nino Armifar of the
Turlock Police Depart-
ment. “Ronil was a good
man who started his ca-
reer with the TPD as a
cadet. His dream and
desire was to be a police
officer and to be there to
serve his community.
“He chose to be the

light in the darkness and
to do so without hesita-
tion. We are all devastated
and are in mourning. He
was loved and will always
be in our hearts.”
A native of Fiji, Singh,

studied criminal justice at
Modesto Junior College in
2005.
He lived in the north-

east Modesto neighbor-
hood of Village I.
He didn’t appear to be a

frequent user of Facebook,
but there was an early
Christmas Eve day post
from an apparent fishing
outing, showing off “some
fish and crabs from deep
sea fishing trip.”
Anyone who sees the

suspect should not engage
him, as he is armed and
dangerous and already
has killed, Deputy Singh
warned.
Anyone with informa-

tion is asked to call Detec-
tive Michael Fisher at
209-525-7083 or dispatch
at 209-552-2468. Anony-
mous tips may be left by
calling Stanislaus Area
Crime Stoppers at 209-
521-4636. Callers may be
eligible for a reward. Tips
also can be submitted via
www.stancrimetips.org.

Deke Farrow:
209-918-6945,
@DekeFarrow

Newman corporal shot to death
Ronil Singh, 33, a corporal with the Newman Police
Department was shot to death near the intersection of
Merced Street at Eucalyptus Avenue at about 1 a.m.
Wednesdaymorning. Later in the day, the Dodge Ram
pickup driven by the suspect, who remains at large, was
found in the 26000 block of River Road.
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MANHUNT

was employed at the Tur-
lock Police Department
and as a reserve at the
Merced County Sheriff’s
Department.
“Ronil was a good man

who started his career
with the TPD as a cadet,”
said Turlock Police Chief
Nino Amirfar, in a release
Wednesday morning. “His
dream and desire was to
be a police officer and to
be there to serve his com-
munity. He chose to be
the light in the darkness
and to do so without hes-
itation. We are all devas-
tated and are in mourn-
ing. He was loved and will
always be in our hearts.”
In his Facebook post,

his uncle called Singh “a
very adventurous and
beautiful soul, taken away
too soon. ... He was a
great role model for our
next generation of Indo-

Americans.” The post
features a few photos of
Singh engaging in out-
doorsman activities such
as hunting and fishing,
and posing with his K-9
partner, Sam, near a
Christmas tree.
On Christmas Eve,

Singh posted on his Face-
book page photos of him-
self along with fish and
crabs from a deep sea
fishing trip.
Law enforcement al-

ways will strive to ensure
that “evil will never tri-
umph over good,” Amirfar
said. “The love of commu-
nity and humanity keeps
the light of good burning
bright and your police
officers are the torch bear-
ers and the guardians.
Corporal Ronil Singh, rest
easy; we have it from
here.”
Brown released a

statement reading, “On
behalf of all Californians,
Anne and I extend our
condolences to Corporal
Singh’s wife, young son,
loved ones and col-
leagues. Our hearts are
with the entire community
of Newman and law en-
forcement officers across
the state who risk their
lives every day to protect
and serve the people of
California.”
Extended relatives at

Singh’s Modesto home on
Wednesday said details of
his life will be shared
when immediate family
members arrive from Fiji.
“Officer Singh was a

nice guy. He helped me
out here a lot,” said Jig
Patel, owner of Hamlet
Motel in Newman. “Any-
time I needed some help,
I called him up personally
and he came through all
the time.”

Garth Stapley:
209-578-2390,
@garthstapley1

FROM PAGE 1A

SLAIN OFFICER

WASHINGTON
A shutdown affecting

parts of the federal gov-
ernment appeared no
closer to resolution
Wednesday, with Presi-
dent Donald Trump and
congressional Democrats
locked in a hardening
standoff over border wall
money that threatens to
carry over into January.
Trump vowed to hold

the line, telling reporters
during a visit to Iraq that
he’ll do “whatever it
takes” to get money for

border security. He de-
clined to say how much he
would accept in a deal to
end the shutdown, stress-
ing the need for border
security.
“You have to have a

wall, you have to have
protection,” he said.
The shutdown started

Saturday when funding
lapsed for nine Cabinet-
level departments and
dozens of agencies. Rough-
ly 420,000 workers were
deemed essential and are
working unpaid, while an
additional 380,000 have
been furloughed.
While the White House

was talking to congres-

sional Democrats – and
staff talks continued on
Capitol Hill – negotiations
dragged Wednesday,
dimming hopes for a swift
breakthrough.
With no deal at hand,

members of the House
were told there would be
no votes on Thursday,
assuring the shutdown
would last yet another day.
Lawmakers are away from
Washington for the holi-
days and have been told
they will have 24 hours’
notice before having to
return. The Senate is slated
to come into session Thurs-
day afternoon.
Rep. Mark Meadows of

North Carolina, a Trump
ally who has been in-
volved in the talks, said
the president “is very firm
in his resolve that we need
to secure our border.”

Trump insists nation
has ‘to have a wall’
BY DARLENE SUPERVILLE
AND JULIET LINDERMAN
Associated Press
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and politics from afar.
Speaking at a news confer-

ence in Newman Thursday
morning, Stanislaus County
Sheriff Adam Christianson said
he believed the suspect was still
in the area, although he would
not elaborate.
“We will find him, we will

arrest him and we will bring
him to justice,” he said.

The manhunt continued late
Thursday afternoon for the man
suspected of gunning down a
Newman Police Department
corporal.
Stanislaus County detectives

searched a farmhouse about 12
miles south of Merced on
Thursday afternoon in connec-
tion with the shooting death of
Cpl. Ronil Singh.
While no suspect was found

on that property, Sgt. Tom Le-
tras said it was one of several
searches being conducted on a
day filled with urgency, emotion

DEKE FARROW jfarrow@modbee.com

Newman Police Chief Randy Richardson, center, is joined by Stanislaus County Sheriff Adam Christianson, left, and Sheriff’s Department spokesman Tom Letras on Thursday.

On emotional day, manhunt
continues in officer’s killing

‘We will find him’: Sheriff says
he thinks suspect still in area

BY DEKE FARROW, ERIN TRACY
AND VIKAAS SHANKER
jfarrow@modbee.com
etracy@modbee.com
vshanker@mercedsunstar.com

VIDEO

For videos, see this story at
www.modbee.com.

SEE MANHUNT, 6A
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A memorial fund has been established for
slain officer, 3A

WASHINGTON
Congress effectively gave up

Thursday on breaking the im-
passe over President Donald
Trump’s demands for border-
wall funding, all but ensuring
that the partial government
shutdown will stretch at least
into the start of the new year,

when Democrats retake control
of the House.
Trump retreated from public

view, hurling insults at Demo-
crats over Twitter, as the House
and the Senate convened for
just minutes before gavelling
closed until next week. During
the brief session in the House,
Republicans shot down a Demo-
cratic attempt to vote on legisla-
tion to reopen the government.
The halls of the Capitol were

largely vacant, and leaders’
offices were shuttered. There
was no sign that negotiations
were taking place. Instead, the
two sides traded public recrim-
inations.
Trump, in one of a series of

Twitter attacks on Democrats,
claimed that the dispute isn’t
even about the wall he long
claimed Mexico would pay for.

Congress shifts any votes on ending
the partial shutdown into next year
BY ERICAWERNER, PAUL KANE
AND FELICIA SONMEZ
Washington Post

ERIN SCHAFF NYT

A Capitol Hill subway car stands empty on the sixth day of a partial
government shutdown Thursday. Congress resumed negotiations
Thursday, but no votes are scheduled until Jan. 3 or later.SEE SHIFT, 8A

NEWMAN
Along Main Street here, the

decorations in traditional
Christmas hues of green, gold
and red have been joined by
another color: blue. Blue rib-
bons tied around trees and
light poles. Tethered blue,
helium balloons whipping in
Thursday’s strong winds.
Stanislaus County’s south-

ernmost city, with a population
of about 11,300, is mourning
the shooting death of Cpl.
Ronil Singh, who’d been with

the department since 2011. In
his years there, the Modesto
resident made strong bonds,
and his death has rocked many
in the community.
Coming out from the office

of his Hamlet Motel on High-
way 33 Wednesday afternoon

to learn why sheriff’s deputies
were blocking off the road,
owner Jig Patel smacked his
own forehead in shock when
learning Singh had been slain.
He recalled the officer as ded-

JOAN BARNETT LEE jlee@modbee.com

Newman residents drop off flowers at a memorial Thursday at the
Newman Police Department for slain officer Ronil Singh, who was
killed early Wednesday while conducting a traffic stop.

Newman
mourns,
remembers
slain officer

BY DEKE FARROW
jfarrow@modbee.com

SEE CITY MOURNS, 7A



FRIDAY DECEMBER 28 2018 3ALocalMODBEE.COM

FACEBOOK.COM/MODESTOBEE » TWITTER.COM/@MODBEE

MARKETS

s 23,138.82 Dow Jones s 2,488.83 S&P 500 s 11,285.31 NYSE s 6,579.49 Nasdaq
+260.37 +21.13 +81.22 +25.14

COMMODITIES

s $1,276.70 Gold t $44.61 Crude oil
+$7.50 –$.161

A union representing
social workers and mental
health specialists in Sta-
nislaus County has autho-
rized a second strike to
begin next week.
Hundreds of county

workers represented by
Service Employees In-
ternational Union Local
521 went out on strike
with bullhorns and picket
signs Nov. 5 to protest
alleged unfair labor prac-
tices by the county. Since
a previous labor contract
expired June 30, the coun-
ty and SEIU have been
unable to negotiate terms
of a new agreement for
about 700 employees.
Other employees with a

stake in the ongoing con-
tract talks include child
support officers, ther-
apists, community service
employees, psychologists,
veterans service providers
and animal control work-
ers.
According to a recent

news release, union mem-
bers voted to authorize
the “indefinite” strike to
begin Jan. 3. Indefinite
means the strike could
last for days or weeks, a
union spokesperson said.
“The workers are strik-

ing in protest of the coun-
ty’s violations of the law,
including the county’s
intimidation, retaliation

and discrimination of
members participating in
union activity, and at-
tempts to limit access to
union representatives,”
the news release said.
Tamara Thomas, county

human resources director,
said Wednesday that the
union notified her office
that the strike would take
place “no sooner” than
Jan. 3.
Thomas said the county

disagrees with the union’s
unfair labor practice com-
plaints filed with the Pub-
lic Employment Relations
Board and intends to
respond to them through
the PERB process.
“I can tell you the SEIU

members can absolutely
exercise their rights to a
labor action and the coun-
ty respects their rights,”
Thomas said. “We would
like to see an agreement

with SEIU as quickly as
possible.”
SEIU 521 says many of

its members provide serv-
ices for the county’s most
vulnerable residents, in-
cluding foster children,
the homeless and isolated
seniors. Claims of sub-
standard pay, high turn-
over and heavy caseloads
are the primary issues in
the labor negotiations.
Employees say pay-

checks are not the only
concern. The county has
become a training ground
for college graduates, who
cut their teeth in Stanis-
laus County and then
leave for higher-paying
jobs in larger counties or
the private sector, em-
ployees say. The turnover
increases the caseloads
for staff members who
remain, and it places chil-
dren and other clients at

risk, the union said.
“It’s this time of year

when the vacancy rate
goes up and we struggle,”
said Kate Selover, chapter
president for SEIU 521. “It
goes on for months .... We
are trying to work out a
retention plan with the
county and come to an
agreement on how that
will work.”
The union also pointed

to delays in scheduling
negotiations this month.
Thomas said some of the
county’s negotiators were
not available near the
holidays, but a bargaining
session is set for Friday.
Previous meetings with
union negotiators were
Dec. 5 and Dec. 13, Tho-
mas said.
Prior to the one-day

strike in November, top
county officials assured
that essential services
would be provided during
the walkout, but with
hundreds of employees
walking off the job, some
lapses in service were
unavoidable.
Selover said between

300 and 400 people par-
ticipated in the strike Nov.
5. She doubted that essen-
tial terms of an agreement
can be achieved at Fri-
day’s meeting.
“We are looking at

packages and things we
may be able to do to come
closer together, but I don’t
see it happening Friday,”
Selover said.

JOAN BARNETT LEE jlee@modbee.com

Mike Potter, a Stanislaus County worker with SEIU Local 521, seen here during the strike in November. He was
standing outside the Community Services Agency on Hackett Road in Modesto.

Stanislaus County workers
plan to strike next week
BY KEN CARLSON
kcarlson@modbee.com

JOAN BARNETT LEE jlee@modbee.com

Riko Mendez and other county workers striking outside
Stan Works on Hackett Road in November.

The Stanislaus Sworn
Deputies Association has
established a fund in
memory of the Newman
Police Department corpo-
ral who was shot and
killed while making a
traffic stop early Wednes-
day morning.
Donations to the Corpo-

ral Ronil Singh Memorial
Fund can be made at any
Westamerica Bank
branch, mailed to Stanis-
laus Sworn Deputies Asso-
ciation Corporal Ronil
Singh Memorial Fund,
P.O. Box 2314 Ceres, CA
95307, or made online at
www.stanislaussworn.
com/donation.
At least one other me-

morial fund exists. It was
set up on gofundme.com
on Wednesday and has
raised more than $4,300.
It notes the Sworn Depu-
ties fund and provides a
link. The creator of the
gofundme account says on
the page that he has
reached out to the Sher-
iff’s Department about

possibly “merging” what
he’s raised with the me-
morial fund.
Typically, the Sheriff’s

Department and Sworn
Deputies Association dis-
courage people from do-
nating to other funds, in
part because scams often
arise when law enforce-
ment officers are killed.
In its Facebook post

linking to the memorial
fund, the Sworn Deputies
Association notes, “Please
be aware there are NO
other approved or autho-
rized memorial fund or
online fundraising ac-
counts that will be estab-
lished.”

Memorial fund
set up for slain
Newman officer
BY DEKE FARROW
jfarrow@modbee.com

TUOLUMNE COUNTY SHERIFF

Newman Police officer
Ronil Singh was killed
during a traffic stop.

A fire Wednesday after-
noon badly damaged a
southeast Modesto home
and sent three people to
the hospital.
The victims were a

woman and two men,
according to Modesto fire
Department Division
Chief Michael Lillie.
One person was treated

for burns on 29 percent of
their body, the other for
burns on 1 percent of their
body and a third person
for smoke inhalation suf-
fered while helping the
other two people out of
the house.
The fire was reported at

1:49 p.m. on the 2800
block of Japonica Way. It
is just north of Yosemite
Boulevard and west of

Lincoln Avenue.
First crews on scene

found a single-family
home with flames coming
through the windows. The
caller said two or three
people may have been
trapped inside, but all
occupants were outside
when firefighters arrived,
Lillie said.
Modesto, Ceres and

Stanislaus Consolidated
fought the blaze, with a
total response of nine
engine crews and two
truck crews.
Fire investigators went

to the hospital to speak to
the victims. No informa-
tion was immediately
available on the origin or
cause.

Deke Farrow:
209-918-6945,
@DekeFarrow

DEKE FARROW jfarrow@modbee.com

The Modesto Fire Department responded to a fire in the
2800 block of Japonica Way in Modesto on Wednesday.

Southeast Modesto
house fire sends two
men, woman to hospital
BY DEKE FARROW
jfarrow@modbee.com

Donors are stepping up
to replace bicycles and
other property stolen from
a school in Modesto’s
airport district.
The Tuolumne River

Trust reports a strong
response following a theft
discovered Dec. 19 at
Orville Wright Elementary
School. The campus is
close to the river, where
the environmental group
involves students in learn-
ing and playing.
The theft included a

couple dozen bikes and
related gear used by the
Airport Bicycle Club and
other activities. The club
has led children and par-
ents on monthly rides and
taught the young people
about bike maintenance.
Life jackets used on row-
boats also were taken.
Someone cut through a

chain-link fence at a rear
corner of the school, then
cut locks and removed

hardware to enter the big
metal storage container.
No arrests have been
reported by the Modesto
Police Department.
The total loss is estimat-

ed at $9,000. The trust is
accepting monetary con-
tributions now and can
receive donated items
once the school reopens
for the new semester Jan.
14.

The response came im-
mediately, said a Dec. 21
online post by Lauren Bar-
num, development and
grants manager for the
trust.
“The loss of the bicycles

affects the whole commu-
nity,” she wrote. “Chil-
dren and families ride
them to get to school
safely through the Safe
Routes to School program.

Youth learn to ride, repair
and gain leadership skills
by teaching their peers
what they’ve learned.”
As of Dec. 21, help had

come fromOrville Wright,
Healthy Start, Modesto
City Schools, the Police
Department, Off Center
Thrift & Gift, the Deputy
Dennis Wallace Founda-
tion, the Stanislaus County
Sheriff’s K9 Association,
Deputy Nate Crain, Fun-
sport Bikes, the Tracy Po-
lice Department, the Tracy
Walmart and Best Electric.
An updated list was not

available this week.
To give money, click on

the “donate” button on
the club’s website —
www.tuolumne.org/. To
contribute items, email
Edgar Garibay at ed-
gar@tuolumne.org.
People with tips about

the theft can call police at
209-572-9500 or Stanis-
laus Area Crime Stoppers
at 209-521-4636. Callers
can remain anonymous
and may be eligible for a
cash reward. Tips also can
be submitted at
www.stancrimetips.org.

John Holland:
209-578-2385

Airport Bicycle Club needs help
replacing bicycles after theft
BY JOHN HOLLAND
jholland@modbee.com

DEKE FARROW jfarrow@modbee.com

Thieves broke into a storage container and stole a couple
of dozen bikes used in the Airport Bicycle Club program.
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Singh, 33, was shot and
killed at 1 a.m. Wednes-
day after pulling over a
suspected drunk driver at
Merced Street and Euca-
lyptus Avenue.
Christianson said in-

vestigators have identified
the suspect, and that he
was in the country illegal-
ly.
“He doesn’t belong

here; he is a criminal,” the
sheriff said.
Less than two hours

after after the press con-
ference, President Donald
Trump Tweeted about the
suspect’s illegal immigra-
tion status.
“There is right now a

full scale manhunt going
on in California for an
illegal immigrant accused
of shooting and killing a
police officer during a
traffic stop. Time to get
tough on Border Security.
Build the Wall!” he
Tweeted.
Christianson said he

could not speak to wheth-
er the suspect is believed
to have been alone at the
time of the traffic stop and
shooting. He did say dep-
uties are looking for no
other suspects.
“The primary suspect is

the only suspect involved
in the murder of Officer
Singh,” Christianson said.
He said Singh ex-

changed gunfire with the
suspect but is not believed
to have hit him.
“It was a gunfight,” the

sheriff said. “Cpl. Singh
absolutely tried to defend
himself and stop this cred-
ible threat.”
The truck the suspect

was driving was found
Wednesday afternoon at a
mobile home park in the
26000 block of River
Road, about 4.5 miles
northeast of the shooting
scene.
The sheriff would not

comment on any possible
connection the suspect
has to the mobile home
park, or whether anyone is
thought to have helped
him flee after the truck
was left there.
The search late Thurs-

day afternoon was con-
ducted in the tiny town of
El Nido near Highway 59
and East Roosevelt Road.
Law enforcement officers
from Stanislaus and
Merced counties dis-
persed by about 4:30 p.m.,
without comment.
At the morning news

conference, an emotional
Newman Police Chief
Randy Richardson fo-
cused on Singh and what
made him special.
He spoke through tears

about his corporal and the
impact his death has had
on the small department
of 12 sworn officers. This
is the first line-of-duty
death for the Newman
Police Department. Rich-
ardson said his depart-
ment is hurting and
“struggling through this.”
“You have to under-

stand, this was not sup-
posed to happen here,”
the chief told a room full
of media and community
members at the Police
Department. At one point,
he held up a photograph
of Singh with his narcotics
K9, Sam. “I have been to
too many of these funerals
and I never thought, ever,
that I would ever have to
do this. I do not want to
be here today.”
Richardson said Singh

immigrated to the United
States from Fiji, deter-
mined to be a police offi-
cer. He commuted more
than two and a half hours

from his home to the
police academy in Yuba
City, which he put himself
through.
He worked as a reserve

officer for the Merced
County Sheriff’s Office
and as a cadet and animal
control officer in Turlock
before being hired by
Newman in 2011.
“Anything he could do

to get his foot in the door
in law enforcement,”
Richardson said.
English was Singh’s

third language, the chief
said. His thick accent
made it difficult for him to
communicate with dis-
patch, so he took speech
classes.
“He truly loved what he

did,” Richardson said.
“You’ve never seen a man
smile more than him. I
know that is said a lot in
these things, but you ask
anyone, he was never in a
bad mood. He loved being
a police officer, he loved
being a husband, he loved
being a father. He loved to
hunt, he loved to fish ... jet
ski and ride his flyboard.”
Singh is survived by his

wife, Anamika, and their
infant son.
“His five-month-old, he

will never hear talk; he
will never see his son
walk; he will never get to
hold that little boy, hug
his wife, say goodnight
anymore, because a cow-
ard took his life,” Rich-
ardson said.
Richardson said he

relieved Singh early at 4
a.m. on Christmas Day so
he could spend some time
with his wife and son at
their home in northeast
Modesto.
A picture posted on

Facebook shows the fam-
ily posing in front of its
Christmas tree, Singh is
wearing his uniform and
he’d dressed Sam in a
Mrs. Claus outfit. Rich-
ardson said Sam was
wearing that same outfit
when he let her out of
Singh’s patrol car shortly
after the shooting.
Richardson said Sam is

now back home with
Singh’s family and will be
retired from service. “I
will not take another
member of that family
from them,” the chief
said.
A memorial fund has

been set up for the family
by the Stanislaus Sworn
Deputies Association.

Erin Tracy: 209-578-2366,
@ModestoBeeCrime
Deke Farrow:
209-918-6945,
@DekeFarrow
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MANHUNT

Stanislaus County Sheriff’s Department

The suspect in the
Newman police officer
shooting was caught on
surveillance video.

Instagram briefly
changed how users moved
through their feeds Thurs-
day morning, forcing them
to swipe left or tap through
horizontally rather than
scroll vertically.
On Twitter, Instagram

users immediately ex-
pressed their disappoint-
ment with the app’s new
feature.
The update appeared to

affect iPhone users but not

those with Androids or
those using the app on
desktop. The feature was
quickly reversed.
In a series of tweets,

Adam Mosseri, the head of
Instagram, explained that
the update was mistakenly
released to too many peo-
ple.
“Just a test that went to

a few orders of magnitude
more people than intend-
ed… sorry about that,” he
wrote in one tweet.
If it’s still showing up for

you, try closing the app
and reopening it again.

— NEW YORK TIMES

Instagram says
update disaster
was a mistake
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icated and friendly, one
who went above and be-
yond the job description.
Thursday morning, JJ

Liquor owner J.J. Fer-
nandes shared the same
sentiment. People often
play up the nice things
about a person when
they’re taken from us, but
no one has to do that
about Singh, the store
owner said. “He was gen-
uine – the guy was sincere.
We don’t have that many
homeless in Newman, but
he would help them. He
would buy food here and
give it to them. I’ve seen
him do that.”
Fernandes called Singh

a friend, not just a profes-
sional acquaintance.
They’d been to each
other’s homes, spent time
with each other’s families.
On Christmas, hours be-
fore he was killed, the
corporal swung by the
store, and the men talked
about 20 minutes.
They laughed over

spoiling their children.
“One of the last things I
told him was it’s not what
you buy your kid, it’s how
much time you spend with
your kid,” Fernandes
recalled Thursday. “We
were both kind of laugh-
ing that we were working
Christmas Eve and Christ-
mas Day, away from fam-
ilies, and he was, ‘You
know, this is what we
picked to do in life.’
“I drove around last

night thinking about this,

thinking about that con-
versation.”
He bought the Main

Street store 13 years ago
because Newman is a safe
town, a small town, a
place where officers and
the people they protect
don’t get gunned down,
Fernandes said. But “the
world is changing, even in
a little town like this,” he
added. “You don’t realize
it can happen to you any
time, anywhere. And
when you live this and if
it’s somebody you know,
it hits deep.”
At Newman Food Li-

quor, near where Singh
was killed and where the
suspect is believed to have
bought beer shortly before
the shooting, clerk Adria-
na Vega said the homicide
coming on the heels of a
recent robbery at the store
has her scared. She’s lived
in Newman since she was
5, she said, and remem-
bers walking to school
with no worries.
She has children of her

own now, and still wants
to think the city is a good
place to raise them, “but
now all these things are
happening. It’s like, where
can you be safe?”
At the J’s Styles & More

salon on Main Street,
owner Judith Salazar
agreed that it was shock-
ing to learn of the corpo-
ral’s slaying. All the time
on the news, there are
reports of murders, she
said, but when she and

others got alerts on their
phones, their reaction
was, “In Newman?”
There was widespread

disbelief that such a thing
could happen, and to such
a good man, she said.
Singh was out and about a
lot along Main Street,
Salazar said, and always
was smiling. “He was such
a good person.”
A public vigil for Singh

will be held at 6 p.m.
Friday at the downtown
plaza, at Highway 33 and
Tulare Street, the New-
man Police Department
said on its Facebook page.

Deke Farrow:
209-918-6945,
@DekeFarrow

DEKE FARROW jfarrow@modbee.com

Blue ribbons adorn Main Street and other parts of Newman in memory of fallen
Newman police officer Ronil Singh.

FROM PAGE 1A

CITY MOURNS ‘‘HE WAS GENUINE– THE GUY WAS
SINCERE.
J.J. Fernandes,
owner of JJ Liquor

NEWMAN
Authorities responding

to the shooting of New-
man police Cpl. Ronil
Singh about 1 a.m.
Wednesday had difficulty
locating the dying 33-
year-old and for a while
thought he may have been
taken by the gunman, said
a Merced Street resident
who came outside that
morning to see if he could
help.
Zackary Aaberg’s ac-

count matches dispatch
recordings that show au-
thorities who responded
to the scene were being
told Singh might have
been kidnapped. “Sounds
like the responsible (the
suspect) has 207’d the
officer,” a deputy is heard
saying on dispatch radio
chatter streamed on
Broadcastify. The Cali-
fornia Penal Code section
for kidnapping is 207.
Aaberg heard about

seven shots and went out
front to help Singh. The
suspect’s vehicle was
gone, and he could not see
the corporal. Other resi-
dents were out, too, he
said. In the darkness, “no
one could find him, and
when his partner pulled
up, she was like, ‘Hey,
where is he?’”
Someone said the shoo-

ter may have taken Singh
in his truck. The corporal
eventually was found
along the side of the
street, Aaberg said. “It
was horrible to watch” the
desperate search for
Singh, he said.
Sheriff Adam Christian-

son confirmed that Singh
was found some distance
away from his patrol vehi-
cle. “How he got to the
point at which he fell, we
don’t know yet,” he said
Thursday afternoon. He
shared no estimate of the
time between the shooting
and Singh being located.
“We will ultimately, I’m

sure, determine why he
was found where he was
found away from his vehi-
cle.”

Darkness
hid dying
cop at
first
BY DEKE FARROW
jfarrow@modbee.com

Speaking to members of
the military during his
surprise trip overseas this
week, President Donald
Trump spoke about the
raises they received.
“You haven’t gotten one

in more than 10 years –
more than 10 years,” he
said Wednesday. “And we
got you a big one. I got
you a big one. I got you a
big one.”
He continued: “They

said: ‘You know, we could
make it smaller. We could
make it 3 percent. We
could make it 2 percent.
We could make it 4 per-
cent.’ I said, ‘No. Make it
10 percent. Make it more
than 10 percent.’ ”
The problem with those

statements? They’re not
true.
As The Washington

Post’s Philip Rucker and
Paul Sonne reported, the
pay raise Trump autho-
rized this year amounted
to 2.6 percent, not 10
percent. And the troops
have received a pay raise
every year for decades.
It is a falsehood Trump

has repeated before. The
president made similar
statements in May to a
gathering of military
mothers and spouses.
“We just approved

$700 billion for our mil-
itary,” Trump said at the
time. “So we’re going to
be having the best equip-
ment ever known. And
next year, $716 billion. So

I wanted to let you know.
And, by the way – I know
you don’t care about this –
but that also includes
raises for our military.
First time in 10 years.”
Trump was wrong: Ac-

cording to the Depart-
ment of Defense, active
members of the military
have received a pay in-
crease every year since
1983.
During a speech to

Naval Academy graduates
a few weeks later, he
made a similar false state-
ment.
“We just got you a big

pay raise. First time in 10
years,” he said. “I fought
for you. That was the
hardest one to get, but
you never had a chance of
losing.”
The president has made

more than 7,500 false or
misleading claims in his
700 or so days in office,
according to The Wash-
ington Post’s Fact Check-
er.
The raise for the mil-

itary that was approved in
Trump’s first year in of-
fice was 2.4 percent, for
2018. The Military Times
reported that Trump’s
initial pay raise proposal
was for 2.1 percent, but
lawmakers approved the
higher 2.4 percent mark.
The 2.6 percent pay

raise authorized for 2019
is the largest in the past
nine years.
The White House did

not respond to a request
for comment.

Trump boast
about pay raise
for the military
not accurate
BY ELI ROSENBERG
Washington Post
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A valleywide manhunt lasting
about 55 hours came to a sud-
den end Friday morning with
the arrest of the man authorities
say shot and killed a 33-year-old
Newman Police Department
corporal.
Gustavo Perez Arriaga, 32,

was arrested in the small town
of Lamont, just east of Bakers-
field and about 200 miles from
where he’s suspected of killing
Cpl. Ronil Singh after a traffic
stop early Wednesday morning
in east Newman.
Arriaga was on his way to

Mexico, said Stanislaus County
Sheriff Adam Christianson at a
noon news conference Friday in
Modesto as several of Singh’s
grieving family members, along
with other county employees
and media from throughout
California, listened to details of
the arrest.
Five others authorities believe

are tied to the case — but not
present when the shooting oc-
curred — were arrested in La-
mont, Hanford and Modesto.
“We were never more than a

step behind this guy,” said
Christianson, who credited the
teamwork of agencies through-
out the valley in capturing Ar-
riaga.
The suspect was brought back

to the Stanislaus County Jail on

Friday afternoon
— wearing
Singh’s handcuffs
— hours after a
Kern County
Sheriff SWAT
team had sur-
rounded the
house in Lamont.
Arriaga, wearing
a blue-checkered

shirt, jeans and a jacket, came
out with his hands in the air,
said Kern County Sheriff Donny
Youngblood at a later news
conference down south.
He said there were others in

the house, including children.
Three adults there were arrest-
ed for aiding and abetting: Ber-
nabe Madrigal Castaneda, 59,
Ermasmo Villegas, 36, and
Maria Luisa Moreno, 57, all
from Bakersfield.
Also arrested for aiding and

abetting Thursday were the
suspect’s brother, Adrian Vir-
gen, 25, and a co-worker, Erik
Razo Quiroz, 35. Virgen was
arrested in Hanford and Quiroz
in Modesto.
“We had them in custody and

asked for their cooperation, and
they lied to us,” Christianson
said of Virgen and Quiroz.
Arriaga crossed the border

into Arizona illegally several
years ago and has worked as a
farm laborer in the Stanislaus
County area, Christianson said.
He has two prior driving-under-
the-influence arrests and ties to
the Sureño Street Gang.

“If he wasn’t here, then he
wouldn’t have been driving
drunk, and it wouldn’t have
been reported to officer Singh
and the … enforcement stop
potentially never would have
occurred,” Christianson said
Friday.
Arriaga was pulled over by

Singh, 33, on suspicion of DUI
at about 12:57 a.m. Three min-

utes later, there was a call of
shots fired. Arriaga, police say,
fled the scene in a pickup. Singh
was found on the ground, and

NEWMAN OFFICER SHOOTING

MANHUNT ENDS WITH
ARREST IN KERN COUNTY

JOAN BARNETT LEE jlee@modbee.com

Reggie Singh, brother of Newman Police officer Ronil Singh, thanks law enforcement after the arrest of suspect Gustavo Perez Arriaga and
others Friday afternoon during a press conference at the Stanislaus County Sheriff’s Department in Modesto.

Christianson: Suspect in
slaying of Ronil Singh
was on run to Mexico
BY ERIN TRACY AND KEVIN VALINE
etracy@modbee.com
kvaline@modbee.com
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OnWednesday, Newman Police Department Corporal
Ronil Singh was shot and killed in east Newman at about

1 a.m. Over the next 55 hours, an
investigation, led by the Stanislaus
County Sheriff’s Department and
supported by state and federal law
enforcement agencies, produced

the arrest of suspect Gustavo
Perez Arriaga in Lamont on

Friday at 8:30 a.m. Five
other arrests have been

made in the case.
Suspect arrested

Other arrests

Arrests

Approximate location

Officer killed during
traffic stop

Suspect’s abandoned
truck found

Source: Stanislaus County Sheriff’s Department

Investigation into Death of
Newman Corporal

Gustavo
Perez
Arriaga

VIDEO

For video from the news conference, see
this story at www.modbee.com.

SEE MANHUNT, 3A

Stanislaus County Sheriff
Adam Christianson strongly
suggested Friday that Cali-
fornia’s sanctuary laws are to
blame in the slaying of a New-
man police corporal who was
shot two days earlier during a
traffic stop.
Christianson identified the

suspect in Cpl. Ronil Singh’s
death at a Sheriff’s Department
news conference as Gustavo
Perez Arriaga, 32, whom the
sheriff said entered the country
illegally from Mexico and has
been in this country for several
years.
Christianson said the focus

should be on Singh’s service
and sacrifice. He immigrated
legally to the United States from
Fiji with the hope of becoming a
police officer. However, some of
what Christianson said focused
on the state’s immigration pol-
icy.
Christianson said Arriaga has

two DUI arrests in Madera
County, and Singh had stopped
him early Wednesday because
he suspected Arriaga was driv-
ing under the influence. Chris-
tianson added Arriaga has gang
ties.
“This is a criminal illegal

alien with prior criminal activity
that should have been reported
to ICE (U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement),” the
sheriff said. “We were prohib-
ited, law enforcement was pro-
hibited because of sanctuary
laws, and that led to the en-
counter with (Cpl.) Singh.
“I’m suggesting that the out-

come could have been different
if law enforcement wasn’t re-
stricted, prohibited or had their
hands tied because of political
interference.”
Christianson singled out Sen-

ate Bill 54, which was passed in
2017 and limits local law en-
forcement’s cooperation with
federal immigration, though
local authorities can report
people convicted of some felo-
nies to ICE.
“Why are we providing sanc-

tuary for criminals, gang mem-
bers?” the sheriff said. “It’s a
conversation we need to have.”
In an interview after the news

conference, Christianson also
pointed to California’s TRUST
Act of 2013 as tying the hands
of law enforcement. The sheriff
said in an email the act took
effect in 2014 and “was a state-
level sanctuary policy that limit-
ed law enforcement cooperation
with ICE unless the arrestee had
already been convicted of se-
rious crimes.”
Advocates say the sanctuary

law encourages law-abiding

Sheriff
calls out
sanctuary
laws after
shooting
BY KEVIN VALINE
kvaline@modbee.com

SEE SANCTUARY, 3A
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immigrants to feel safe in
reporting crimes to law
enforcement regardless of
their immigration status.
The shooting and sub-

sequent manhunt cap-
tured the attention of
residents in and around
Stanislaus County and
across the country. At a
press conference Thurs-
day in Newman, Chris-
tianson pointed out that
the suspect was an illegal
immigrant.
“He doesn’t belong

here; he is a criminal,” the
sheriff said, hours before
discussing the issue on
Fox News.
President Donald

Trump even tweeted
about the suspect’s illegal
immigration status.
Christianson was

among a group of Cali-
fornia officials who met
with Trump and adminis-
tration officials at the
White House in May to
speak against California’s
sanctuary laws. “We’re
looking for the people who
are criminals,” the sheriff
said then. “Not the people
who are seeking a better
life in America.”
Christianson said at

Friday’s press conference
that Arriaga has been a
farm laborer and dairy
worker. The sheriff did
not provide the name of
his employer because he
said Arriaga had no long-
term, consistent employ-
ment at one job.
Arriaga pleaded guilty

to a misdemeanor DUI
with injury in Madera
County Superior Court in
September 2014 and was
sentenced to five days in
jail, fined $1,883 and or-
dered to attend a first-
time DUI offender pro-
gram, according to the
superior court’s clerks
office. Arriaga also was
placed on three years’
bench or informal proba-
tion.
The clerk’s office said a

$15,000 bench warrant
was issued in January
2015 for a defendant iden-
tified as Gustavo Perez,
who has the same birth
date as Gustavo Perez
Arriaga, for failing to
appear at his arraignment
in another misdemeanor
DUI case.
Arriaga was represented

by Dan Martin from the
public defender’s office.
Martin said while he rec-
ognized Arriaga from his
photo, he did not recall
the details from the case
and said the file was not
available.
But Martin said after 11

years as a public defender,
“Only the extremes stand
out. Knowing that, it
would suggest he was not
an impossible monster or
an incredibly nice guy.”

Kevin Valine:
209-578-2316,
@kevinvaline
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Erik Rosales has
brought the country to the
city, roosters and all, with
his new store in down-
town Turlock.
He opened Elite Farm

Supply, which sells live
poultry, pets, feed and
other items at 225 Lander
Ave. Such ventures tend
to be in rural locations,
but Rosales decided on
the heart of town because
a friend owns a building
that had a vacancy.
Elite does not sell dogs

or cats, but it does offer
smaller pets such as ham-
sters, mice, guinea pigs,
parakeets and cockatiels.
It also has pet food and
accessories and feed for
horses, goats and other
livestock.
The store’s specialty is

poultry, such as the roost-
er that crowed repeatedly
from a sidewalk cage
when the Modesto Bee
paid a visit. That habit
means limits on keeping
these birds in and near
cities, but Elite also offers
quieter hens for egg or
meat production. Homing
pigeons, too, and a type of
quail that lays eggs for
human consumption.

“I think people want to
know where their food
comes from,” Rosales
said.
His extended family has

had another store, Rosales
Feed & Supply, in south-
west Ceres since 2012.
Erik, 34, is a Modesto

High School graduate who
grew up amid chickens
and rabbits at his parents’
home. He spent summers
helping on a larger spread

near Los Banos where his
grandparents had cattle,
goats and other animals.
“It’s just been in our

family since we were little
kids,” he said.
The Turlock store has

just one employee so far,
Daniel Martino. It’s in the
building that most recent-
ly housed Aloha Hydro-
ponics.
The business plans to

offer discounts to 4-H and

FFA members needing
feed and supplies for their
livestock projects. And it
will have chicks for sale
come spring.
Elite Farm Supply is

open from 9 a.m. to 5:30
p.m. Mondays to Sat-
urdays and 9 a.m. to 1
p.m. Sundays. Call 209-
620-8775.

John Holland:
209-578-2385

Turlock store offers live
chickens in heart of town
BY JOHN HOLLAND
jholland@modbee.com

ANDY ALFARO aalfaro@modbee.com

Earlier this month, Daniel Martino loads feed for a customer at Elite Farm Supply in
downtown Turlock.

ANDY ALFARO aalfaro@modbee.com

A lion head rabbit looks from its enclosure at Elite Farm
Supply in Turlock, Calif., Friday, Dec. 21, 2018.

ANDY ALFARO aalfaro@modbee.com

A brahma chicken is for sale at Elite Farm Supply in
Turlock, Calif., Friday, Dec. 21, 2018.

A Hilmar man died
after a hit-and-run colli-
sion Wednesday night in
south Turlock, police said.
Jose Mora, 55, died at a

local hospital after the
accident, reported at
about 11:30 p.m. in the
1200 block of Lander
Avenue, the Turlock Po-
lice Department said.
Officers on Friday con-

tinued to look for the
occupants of the Ford
Mustang that collided
with the Nissan pickup
truck driven by Mora,
police said. Witnesses

reported that they walked
away from the wreck and
were later picked up.
Mora was southbound

and attempting a U-turn
when his pickup was
struck by the southbound
car, which was speeding,
the release said.
People with information

can call Officer Greg Roton
at 209-668-6536. They can
contact the department’s
Tip Line at 209-668-6523
or tpdtipline@turlock.ca.us.
Or they can call Crime
Stoppers at 209-521-4636
and may be eligible for a
cash reward.

John Holland:
209-578-2385

Turlock police seek driver
in hit-and-run crash that
killed Hilmar man
BY JOHN HOLLAND
jholland@modbee.com

taken to a nearby hospital,
where he died.
“For a suspect to take

an officer’s life over a
driving under the influ-
ence, doesn’t make any
logical sense to me, nor
anyone else,” Youngblood
said. “But no traffic stop
and no contact in today’s
world is run of the mill.”
During the press confer-

ence in Modesto on Fri-
day, Singh’s younger
brother, Reggie, spoke
through his tears to thank
law enforcement for work-
ing day and night to cap-
ture Arriaga. He and other
family members, as well
as other Stanislaus County
law enforcement officials,
stood behind Christianson
as he took questions from
reporters.
Reggie Singh cried at

the mention of his brother

and his brother’s alleged
killer, and eventually he
and the other family
members stepped out of
view of the cameras.
Youngblood told report-

ers Christianson contact-
ed him at 4 p.m. Thursday
to say investigators devel-
oped information that
Arriaga was headed south
and had information he
might be in the Bakers-
field area.
Initially, authorities

believed Arriaga was in
Stanislaus County. About
14 hours after the shoot-
ing, authorities recovered
what they believed was
the suspect’s Dodge Ram
truck on River Road,
about 4.5 miles from site
of the shooting at the
intersection of Merced
Street and Eucalyptus
Avenue.

But as the hours wore
on, searches by state and
federal law enforcement
agencies began heading
south, including one in El
Nido, about 12 miles south
of Merced, late Thursday
afternoon.
In addition to the home

in Lamont, Kern County
Sheriff’s deputies set up
surveillance at locations in
Buttonwillow and Han-
ford in Kings County.
They got a search warrant
for the home in Lamont
and SWAT moved in.
Singh lived in the north-

east Modesto neighbor-

hood of Village I with his
wife, Anamika, and their
5-month-old son. The
family was pictured on
Christmas with Singh’s
narcotics K9 dog, Sam.
Newman Police Chief

Randy Richardson, during
an emotional news confer-
ence Thursday, said Singh
immigrated to the United
States from Fiji, deter-
mined to be a police offi-
cer.
He was popular with

residents of the town of
11,000 in south Stanislaus
County.
“You have to under-

stand, this was not sup-
posed to happen here,”
the chief, in tears, told a
room full of media and
community members.
At one point, he held up

the photograph of Singh
with Sam. “I have been to
too many of these funer-
als, and I never thought,
ever, that I would have to
do this. I do not want to
be here today.”
A public service is ex-

pected to be held next
week in Modesto. Details
on that will be forthcom-
ing.
In a Facebook post

Friday afternoon, the
Sheriff’s Department
reminded anyone in-
terested in donating to
Singh’s family to do so
only to the The Stanislaus
Sworn Deputies
Association, which has
established an account.
Officials said accounts set
up on GoFundMe by
anyone else could be
fraudulent and anyone
who set one up has been
asked by the Sheriff’s
Department to remove it.

Erin Tracy: 209-578-2366,
@ModestoBeeCrime

JOAN BARNETT LEE jlee@modbee.com

Stanislaus County Sheriff Adam Christianson announces the arrest of Gustavo Perez
Arriaga, 32, who was arrested in connection with the murder of Ronil Singh.
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Also arrested for accessory
were the suspect’s brother,
Adrian Virgen, left, 25, and
Erik Razo Quiroz, 35.

VANDENBERG AIR FORCE BASE
The repeatedly delayed

launch of a National Recon-
naissance Office satellite
from California has been
pushed back another week.
United Launch Alliance

said Friday the launch of
the NROL-71 satellite from
Vandenberg Air Force Base
will now occur no earlier

than Jan. 6.
After the most recent

launch attempt was
scrubbed Dec. 19, United
Launch Alliance initially
aimed for a 24-hour turn-
around but then said Dec.
30 would be the earliest
attempt.
That scrub was due to

elevated hydrogen concen-
trations a booster engine
section of the Delta 4
Heavy rocket.
The National Reconnais-

sance Office is responsible
for intelligence satellites.

— ASSOCIATED PRESS

California launch
of US intelligence
satellite delayed
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Before deputies on the Kern
County sheriff’s SWAT team
descended upon a house in
Lamont on Friday morning,
seeking the suspect in the slay-
ing of a Newman police corpo-
ral, they opened a live audio
feed with their law enforcement
colleagues in Stanislaus County.
Deputies, officers and others

here gathered around a speaker
phone, breathlessly listening as
the operation unfolded that
culminated with Gustavo Perez
Arriaga, 32, emerging from the
home with his hands raised.
Joy and relief flooded the

room when they learned the
target was in custody, Stanislaus
County Sheriff’s Department
Sgt. Tom Letras said in a phone
interview Saturday morning in
which he gave a behind-the-
scenes look at the roughly 55-
hour manhunt following Cpl.
Ronil Singh’s shooting death
early Wednesday.
With Arriaga’s surrender,

worry that finding him could
lead to another gunbattle, that
another law enforcement officer
could be hurt or killed, evap-
orated, Letras said. “It was such
a huge release that we not only
had him, but had him peaceful-
ly,” the sergeant said. And it
was so good to be able to tell
Singh’s family and his law en-
forcement brothers and sisters
in Newman that the suspect was
captured.
The period that began shortly

before 1 a.m. Wednesday was
physically, mentally and emo-
tionally exhausting for those
working to find Singh’s killer.
Some personnel had to be or-

Cops did
not rest in
manhunt
after Singh
shooting
BY DEKE FARROW
jfarrow@modbee.com

VIDEO

To see a video timeline of the events, go to
this story at www.modbee.com.

SEE MANHUNT, 6A

More than 1,000 people held
candles in memory of police
Cpl. Ronil Singh in a downtown
Newman plaza already glowing
with Christmas lights.
Friday’s vigil came three

nights after Singh was shot to
death during a traffic stop, and
several hours after his alleged
killer and seven other people
were arrested.
His brother, Reggie Singh,

spoke to the crowd while hold-
ing the slain officer’s 5-month-
old son, wrapped in a blanket
against the winter chill.
“Ronil loved his job,” he said.

“... I thank you all, and the po-
lice department of Newman, for
giving Ron an awesome time,
the time he worked over here.”
Singh, 33, had been a New-

man officer since 2011. He was
one of nine officers in the city of
about 11,000 people
“We are saddened, grief,

some anger, for the senseless
killing of our wonderful friend,
protector, family member,” said
Casey Graham, a Newman city
council member and police
officer in Modesto.
Ronil Singh’s wife, Anamika,

attended the vigil along with
other relatives and friends. So
did Sam, the late officer’s K-9
partner, who will remain with
the family rather than return to
narcotics duty.
The corporal was among the

many Indian people from Fiji
who have immigrated to the area.
Admirers have talked this week
about his determination to be a
police officer and his love of

REMEMBERING SLAIN POLICE CORPORAL RONIL SINGH

MOURNING A
COMMUNITY SERVANT

SEE VIGIL, 6A

ANDY ALFARO aalfaro@modbee.com

Wife of police Cpl. Ronil Singh, Anamika Singh, middle left, holds their baby son as she and hundreds of others remembered the slain officer
during a candlelight vigil Friday in downtown Newman.

Newman officer called
‘our wonderful friend,
protector’ at Friday vigil
BY JOHN HOLLAND
jholland@modbee.com

ANDY ALFARO aalfaro@modbee.com

More than 1,000 people gathered for a candlelight vigil held in
memory of police Cpl. Ronil Singh in downtown Newman.

VIDEO

To see scenes from the vigil, go to this
story at www.modbee.com.

WASHINGTON
President Donald Trump’s

headstrong refusal to reopen the
federal government without
new border wall funding has set
him on a risky and defiant path
for 2019, relying on brazen
brinkmanship to shore up his
base support and protect him

ahead of a challenging year for
his administration.
The latest overtures in the

wake of the midterm elections,
which brought about sweeping
Democratic gains and the end
of GOP control of Congress,
stand in stark contrast to the
historical behavior of modern
presidents, who have moved at
least briefly toward the political
center after being humbled at
the ballot box.

But Trump – counseled by a
cadre of hard-line lawmakers
and sensitive to criticism from
his allies in the conservative
media – has instead focused on
reassuring his most ardent sup-
porters of his commitment to
the signature border pledge that
electrified his followers during
his 2016 presidential run even
though it is opposed by a major-
ity of voters.
The president has rejected the

advice of Republican pollsters
and strategists to declare that
he holds a winning hand, pre-
dicting in a series of tweets that
even losing the clash over bor-
der construction will lead him to
reelection, all while threatening
to “close” the border if Demo-
crats do not blink on his $5
billion request for a new wall.
“This is only about the Dems

not letting Donald Trump & the
Republicans have a win,”
Trump tweeted on Thursday.
“They may have the 10 Senate
votes, but we have the issue,
Border Security. 2020!”
Trump’s fervent appeals to

his supporters – not just on the
wall but in his sharpening crit-

icism of Federal Reserve Chair-
man Jerome Powell, special
counsel Robert S. Mueller III
and Democrats – leave him both
emboldened and hamstrung
heading into the new year, ac-
cording to top Republicans and
Democrats. While he is galva-
nizing his base amid political
and economic uncertainty, he is
also making it difficult to work
with Democrats or recast his
own presidency.
His current stance on the

government shutdown rein-
forces a central tenet of
Trump’s career: Choosing base
politics over a broader pitch and

Trump’s focus on pleasing his
base puts him on risky path
BY ROBERT COSTA
AND MICHAEL SCHERER
Washington Post

SEE RISKY PATH, 4A
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dered to go home and get
some rest because they’d
pushed themselves be-
yond any reasonable ex-
pectation, Letras said.
Deputies such as those
with the Crimes Against
Persons Unit and the
Street Team Investigation
Narcotics and Gangs
(STING) Unit worked
nearly 40 hours straight,
he said, not wanting to
ease up lest the suspect
elude capture.
Singh, 33, was fatally

shot minutes after he was
flagged down by a New-
man resident who report-
ed seeing a man come out
of a liquor store and get
behind the wheel of a
pickup truck, pretty clear-
ly intoxicated.
The resident even saw

Singh pull his patrol vehi-
cle behind the pickup to
make the traffic stop.
Moments later, no longer
in view of the corporal
and pickup driver, the
resident heard the gun-
fight that took Singh’s life.
That person’s report to

authorities is how surveil-
lance camera images of
the shooting suspect were
so quickly obtained and
shared out to the public
within about five hours.
Law enforcement from

throughout Stanislaus
County and even Merced
County responded as
word went out that the
corporal was shot. There
were early reports that he
could not be located at the
scene and may have been
taken by the gunman, but
in a matter of minutes, the
dying corporal was found
in the dark, some distance
away from his patrol vehi-
cle.
Singh’s fellow Newman

police officer working that
night, Patterson Police
Services deputies and
CHP officers were among
the first on scene, and one
of the responders began
CPR. The corporal was
taken by ambulance to a
hospital, where he was
pronounced dead.

EVERY SECOND
COUNTED
With photos of the sus-

pect and his Dodge Ram
pickup circulating on
social media and news
sites, law enforcement felt
sure that when residents
began rising that morning
after Christmas, tips
would start coming in,
Letras said. “This was
something where time
was of the essence be-
cause of the head start
Arriaga had in getting
away from the scene.”

While the shooting
happened when the Sher-
iff’s Department had a
higher-than-usual number
of deputies on vacation
because of Christmas, it
also happened at a time of
day when all deputies on
the graveyard shift and
swing shift were working.
And at around 4 a.m., a
sergeant began calling in
all day-shift deputies.
“Our department went

to condition red,” Letras
said, “which means no
proactive activity, depu-
ties were not to stop peo-
ple for traffic violations or
anything that could keep
them tied up. It also
means we will respond to
only the highest-priority
calls for service” — basi-
cally crimes in progress.
No immediate response
to, say, noise complaints
or a person finding that
his car has been broken
into.”
Speaking from the expe-

rience of working at the
time his fellow deputy
Dennis Wallace was am-
bushed and killed at Fox
Grove Fishing Access near
Hughson in November
2016, Letras said, “I can’t
describe the difficulty of
keeping your emotions in
check and doing the job
you have to do right now.”
And it’s not just the

emotion of grief, the ser-
geant said. There’s fear,
too, because you know
someone just murdered a
cop and is still armed.
“There’s a fear that when
we find the guy, and we
all wanted to find him, we
may be forced into a
shootout,” he said, point-
ing out that from the get-
go, Sheriff Adam Chris-
tianson publicly appealed
to the suspect to turn
himself in. “Don’t think
for a second that law en-
forcement officers don’t
have fear. Fear is healthy,
it keeps you alive, but you
have to overcome it and
focus on what you need to
get done. To know I may
be shot and killed, or I
may be forced to shoot
someone is a heavy, heavy
feeling.”

FLOODED BY TIPS
Tips did indeed start

pouring in Wednesday
morning about the sus-
pect’s possible identity
and location. Some led to
the discovery of the
Dodge pickup, which was
left at a mobile home park
in the 26000 block of
River Road, about 4.5
miles northeast of the
shooting scene.
The serving of a search

warrant turned up evi-
dence inside a mobile
home that the suspect had
been there, Letras said.
That produced more
leads, more names, more
people to contact.
“So those efforts are

ramping up, and we quick-
ly realized that with all the
tips rolling in, it was diffi-
cult to sort that many all
at once,” he said. So many
calls were coming in to
Detective Michael Fish-
er’s line, which had been
publicized, that his phone
had to be handed off to
another detective so Fish-
er could focus on investi-
gating.
A dedicated tip line was

set up, and community
service officers and detec-
tives sat answering
phones and passing along
the most relevant tips. By
late afternoon Wednes-
day, a conference room
had been converted to an
intelligence center of
sorts, where crime ana-
lysts at computers con-
ducted in-depth searches,
including of social media,
working to determine the
true identity of the sus-
pect, who was known by
several names.
The effort was made

exponentially harder by
the fact that the suspect
turned out to be an un-
documented immigrant
from Mexico, Letras said.
No driver’s license for him
has been found, so there
are no DMV records of
addresses. There was no
known birth date. It’s hard
to run a criminal history
when you don’t have a
definite name, the ser-
geant said.
But investigating and

interviewing ultimately
led to the name Gustavo
Perez Arriaga, and to the
arrests of seven people in
Modesto, Lamont, Han-
ford, Turlock and Liver-
more. Those people are
Arriaga’s girlfriend, Ana
Leyde Cervantes, 30; his
brothers Conrado Virgen
Mendoza, 34, and Adrian
Virgen, 25; a co-worker,
Erik Razo Quiroz, 35; and
three people at the La-
mont home: Bernabe
Madrigal Castaneda, 59,
Ermasmo Villegas, 36,
and Maria Luisa Moreno,
57. All are expected to be
charged with accessory
after the fact, or aiding
and abetting.
Letras said investigators

also recovered what they
believe to be the suspect’s
handgun used in the
shooting.
Searches by local, state

and federal law enforce-
ment agencies began head-
ing south, including one in
El Nido, about 12 miles
south of Merced, late
Thursday afternoon. That

became a major place of
interest, Letras said, and
investigators started to
gather some good, real-
time information that in-
dicated they were closing
in on Arriaga.
“That’s where we start-

ed picking people off who
had assisted him, to build
our time line of where he
was picked up, where he
was taken — all parts of a
manhunt and tracking
somebody. Even if that
person has left a specific
area, you can glean who
brought him there and w
ho took him away.”
The state and federal

agencies provided tech-
nology and manpower that
was much more far-reach-
ing than local law enforce-
ment’s capabilities, Letras
said. “We had excellent
assistance from outside
agencies in getting a cop
killer off the streets.”
At a news conference,

Christianson said investi-
gators never were more
than “a step behind” the
suspect, and Letras added
Saturday, “I don’t think he
ever realized how close
we were to him, and that
probably helped in getting
a peaceful surrender.”
Would Stanislaus au-

thorities have liked to be
there for the takedown of
the suspect? “One
hundred percent,” Letras

said. But the members of
Kern County Sheriff Don-
ny Youngblood’s SWAT
team didn’t hesitate to get
the job done, he said.
They “showed up pre-

pared for a fight, but not
looking for one, and
there’s a big distinction
there,” Letras said. If
Arriaga ever had any in-
tention of putting up a
fight, it must have been
very apparent to him that
day how futile it would
have been.

NIGHT AND DAY
It was a far different

situation than when he
allegedly ambushed Cpl.
Ronil Singh in the dark-
ness two mornings earlier.
Arriaga knew he was go-
ing to shoot, but Singh
had no reason to see it
coming, Letras said.

To the corporal, it was a
traffic stop for a possible
DUI. For the suspect, it
was that plus being an
illegal immigrant with a
gun, Letras said.
Law enforcement offi-

cers including the corporal
are trained in conducting
traffic stops. They position
their vehicles a specific
way, shine their spotlights
just so, approach in a
standard manner. They
know that with any stop,
there’s the possibility of a
violent reaction, Letras
said, but they can’t just
approach with guns drawn
as a matter of routine.
“We’re at a tactical

disadvantage in that mo-
ment,” the sergeant said.
“... Once you see a gun,
there’s a split second to
react.”
Singh was able to draw

his weapon and exchange
gunfire, but he did not
wound his alleged killer.
It’s easy and painful to

imagine himself in the
corporal’s position that
morning, Letras said. ”Ev-
ery day before my shift, I
get in the shower and
that’s my quiet time, and I
pray for protection for me,
for my partners, and I pray
that if I’m ever forced into
a situation like that, I will
respond and battle with my
last breath, and that’s what
Cpl. Singh did.”

DEKE FARROW jfarrow@modbee.com

Newman Police Chief Randy Richardson, center, had to be comforted by Stanislaus
County Sheriff Adam Christianson, left, during a press conference Thursday.
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Gustavo Perez Arriaga

ocean fishing and other
exploits.
Police Chief Randy

Richardson let on Friday
night that Singh was short
of perfect: “Ron wasn’t a
great driver. He wrecked a
couple of our patrol cars.”
Singh was killed at

about 1 a.m. Wednesday
after pulling over a sus-
pected drunk driver at
Merced Street and Euca-

lyptus Avenue. A 55-hour
manhunt led to the arrest
just east of Bakersfield of
Gustavo Perez Arriaga, 32,
on suspicion of shooting
the corporal. Seven other
people, including Arria-
ga’s girlfriend and broth-
er, face charges of acces-
sory after the fact, or
aiding and abetting.
Richardson said he

appreciated the many tips

to investigators into
Singh’s shooting, but he
lamented that people
want to remain anony-
mous in these situations.
“Why has our society

gone there?” he said.
“Why aren’t we proud to
step up and help? That’s
what we need to get back
to, is community, that
small town feeling, and let
it grow.”

John Holland:
209-578-2385
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WASHINGTON
President Donald

Trump issued an order
Friday to freeze federal
employee salary rates at
current levels in 2019,
although a chance re-
mains that employees will
still receive a raise.

Trump’s order was
expected since he has
advocated a freeze all
year. It however was nec-
essary under the complex
law governing federal pay
to prevent a large raise
from taking effect by
default, due to Congress
not making a decision
regarding a raise.
The order comes as

some 800,000 federal
employees, out of a work-

force of 2.1 million, are in
unpaid status due to the
partial government shut-
down that now has lasted
a week and is virtually
guaranteed to last at least
a number of days more.
Of those, about 380,000
have been furloughed
while the rest are still on
the job, although without
pay, due to the nature of
their work.
“This is just pouring salt

into the wound,” National
Treasury Employees Un-
ion president Tony Rear-
don said in a statement.

Trump issues order to
freeze federal workers’ pay
BY ERIC YODER
Washington Post




