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Mall shooting leaves city on edge
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FEAR AND RELIEF—At right, a 
woman frantically makes a phone call 
in the hours after Saturday’s deadly 
shooting at The Oaks mall. Above, 
Jason Samuels of Agoura Hills places 
a kiss on his son Isaac’s head as he 
waits for his daughter Abby, 16, to 
exit the mall.
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ARRESTED—Police say Jose Zepeda, top right, headed a criminal 
organization responsible for supplying much of the heroin used 
in East Ventura County. Ruben Correa, Eduardo Garcia and Miguel 
Garcia, clockwise from top left, were his drivers, police say.

By Becca Whitnall
becca@theacorn.com

 The gun Kevin Crane used Saturday 
to kill his ex-wife and the mother of his 
two children at The Oaks mall had been 
ordered to be destroyed three years earlier 
following a domestic violence arrest, the 
Ventura County Sheriff’s Offi ce said in a 
statement released yesterday.
 But the November 2014 command 
from a Ventura County judge wasn’t 
received by staff in the East Valley Sta-
tion property room, where the gun was 

being stored, until October 2015—seven 
months after Crane had come to reclaim 
the weapon after charges against him were 
dropped, the release states.
 Acting in accordance with a gun-
release application approved by the 
California Department of Justice, sheriff’s 
personnel returned the gun to Crane in 
March 2015, police said.
 The DOJ granted the release after a 
misdemeanor domestic battery charge 
stemming from Crane’s 2014 arrest was 
dropped by the Ventura County district 

By Becca Whitnall
becca@theacorn.com

 With dozens of arrests following a two-month 
investigation, the Ventura County Sheriff’s Offi ce 
says it’s put a major crimp on the supply of heroin 
coming into Thousand Oaks.
 The department arrested 30 people in connection 
with an alleged drug distribution operation based in 
Los Angeles, sheriff’s offi cials said Friday. Those 
arrested include customers, door-to-door delivery 
drivers, street-level dealers and the operation’s king-
pin, police said.
 “At this time we believe they were the majority 
supply of heroin coming into Thousand Oaks, but 
two months ago, it was (another) delivery service, 
who we got in December,” Sgt. Victor Fazio said. 

By Becca Whitnall
becca@theacorn.com

 The largest road-improvement undertaking 
in the history of Thousand Oaks is about to get 

underway. 
 Construction crews 
will hit the streets next 
month to begin overlay-
ing and sealing 51 miles 
of public roadway— al-
most 14 percent of the 
city’s entire inventory. 
Ahead of the work, the 
city has posted flash-
ing signs on the streets 
slated to receive atten-
tion fi rst.
 “We have over 380 
miles in public streets 
in town and their over-

all condition is very good,” Engineering Division 
Manager Nader Heydari told the City Council at 

By Dawn Megli-Thuna
dawn@theacorn.com

 The victim of Saturday’s 
deadly shooting at the Paper 
Source store at The Oaks mall 
was a devoted mother of two 
with her eyes on professional 
success.
 On March 20, Paper Source 
posted on its corporate Face-
book page that Parisa Siddiqi had unfail-
ing love for her children.
 “Parisa Siddiqi touched the lives of 

many in our Southern California 
stores as she led with her heart, 
shared her creativity and spread 
a contagious joy,” the post said. 
 One of the company’s human 
resources specialists created 
a GoFundMePage to benefit 
Siddiqi’s boys. The page says 
Siddiqi, a 2007 graduate of 
Thousand Oaks High School, 
was a warm and loving mother 

who raised the spirits of all she came in 
contact with. 
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BE PATIENT—A sign on 
Lynn Road warns of lane 
closures to come.


