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Let’s talk about something
retirement communities
hardly ever mention. 
Accreditation.

Because having the confidence and peace of mind 
of accreditation is important. So, let’s talk. 
The Foothills at Simi Valley is accredited by CARF 

International. It’s an independent organization that sets exceedingly 
high standards for care and service. It’s a lot like an accreditation 
for a hospital or college. Or a five-star rating for a hotel. But like 
most things in life, you have to see it to believe it. So, let’s talk 
some more at a complimentary lunch and tour. Please call 
The Foothills at Simi Valley today to schedule. 
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NEVER ALONE—More than 50 cars and motorcycles led the procession that included a hearse carrying 
the body of Helus, who’d been shot the night before while responding to a mass shooting at a T.O. bar. 

Hero
From Page 1 —

Hundreds gather to honor sergeant killed in the line of duty

was a beloved member of the 
sheriff’s office. He was a trainer, 
a mentor, a leader, one who would 
teach the younger deputies how to 
become effective patrol officers. 
We’ll miss him more than words 
can describe.”
 Those who knew and worked 
with Helus said his heroic ac-
tions mirrored who he was: a 
dedicated and selfless sergeant 
who loved his job, his family and 
his community.
 “I’ve known Ron 25 years. 
He was my first field training 
officer,” said Senior Dep. Amy 
Ward, who worked with Helus 
at the Thousand Oaks Police De-
partment for two decades. 
 “Not only that, he was my 
friend. He was the type of ser-
geant that was always at your 
side, the first in the door. He’s a 
true hero.”
 During his 29 years with the 
department, Helus worked nar-

cotics, was a member of the 
SWAT team and served as an 
instructor for other deputies.
 Ward said that when she was 
working in the station’s traffic bu-
reau, Helus served as her backup 
at every stop she made.
 “He was the type of sergeant 
that truly loved his troops and 
backed his troops,” she said.
 In addition to his work with the 
department, Helus owned a busi-
ness called Gun Control, which 
specialized in firearms training 
and concealed carry permits. He 
was a graduate of the University 
of Oklahoma.
 “Ron was a great guy, he was 
close to everyone,” Dean said. 
“He was a hard worker.”
 More than anything, he was a 
family man who loved to spend 
time outdoors with his wife and 
son. Several of his Facebook 
photos show him hiking in the 
mountains and fishing in small 
streams.
 “He loved his job and his fam-
ily,” Ward said. “He’ll never be 
forgotten.”

By Cameron Kiszla
cameron@theacorn.com

 They came to pay their last 
respects. 
 Law enforcement officers and 
first responders from across the 
Southland gathered in sorrow 
along with hundreds of others 
from the community on the streets 
near Los Robles Regional Medi-
cal Center in Thousand Oaks on 
Thursday.  
 In stunned disbelief, they 
watched as a procession trans-
ported Sgt. Ron Helus—who died 
trying to stop the Nov. 7 mass 
shooting at T.O.’s Borderline Bar 
and Grill—from the hospital to 
the medical examiner’s office in 
Ventura.
 Sheriff’s spokesperson Capt. 
Garo Kuredjian said Helus, 54, 
was pronounced dead at the hos-
pital in the early morning hours 
of Nov. 8.
 A California Highway Patrol 
officer and Helus, a Moorpark 
resident and a 29-year veteran 
of the Ventura County Sheriff’s 
Office, went into the popular 
nightclub on Rolling Oaks Drive 
after a man opened fire around 
11:20 p.m. Wednesday. Helus 
didn’t survive.
 More than 50 cars and mo-
torcycles led the procession that 
included a hearse carrying the 
body of Helus. He rested inside 
a casket draped by an American 
flag.

 Others waved flags, too, talk-
ing in small groups and trying to 
make sense of the tragedy.
 Among those watching the 
motorcade was Thousand Oaks 
resident Greg Paige, who said he 
wanted to show his appreciation 
for a man being hailed as hero in 
the line of fire.
  “It’s sad to see that this has 
happened again, but this time in 
our town. I’m showing my respect 
to Sgt. Helus,” Paige said.
 Jen Manory, who lives in 
Simi Valley but works in Thou-
sand Oaks, said her 19-year-old 
daughter, Hunter, was invited to 
Borderline last night but couldn’t 
go because of a hair appointment.
Manory said her daughter’s 
friends left the bar at 11:10 p.m., 
mere minutes before the gunman 
opened fire.
 “It’s awful. When I was grow-
ing up, we never had anything 
like this. You’re just not safe 
anywhere,” Manory said.
 Some persons at the proces-
sion searched for a light in the 
darkness. 
 In the wake of the shooting, 
Rabbi Chaim Bryski of Chabad 
of Thousand Oaks, who volun-
teers as a chaplain at Los Robles, 
encouraged people to mend per-
sonal relationships and to do their 
part in making the world a better 
place to live.
 “Add a little more light, a little 
more closeness today,” Bryski 
said.
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UTMOST RESPECT—Ventura County fire fighters salute as the 
memorial caravan carrying Ventura County sheriff’s Sgt. Ron Helus 
passes the Borchard Road overpass in Thousand Oaks yesterday.


